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FOR SALE  our tirst car} - ¢.1970 HG

" Holden Station Sedan, Trimatic.
Runs but needs consideravle rest-—
oration, Too good to break.

£100 to genuine enthusiast. Ken
Garner, 39 Roeouck Rd., Ghesslpgton,
Surrey KT9 WY, - 01 391 2793

L 3

HOLDEN Custom Sandman van EN VK Sed 85 t/bar

o | 955 Lhemc s i ol $10,790. 2.
° evie with ev ssible | p(str glamour $10,790,
_ | extra 36,500 852 1965 Moo | 3555, il .
o - T i ] HOLDEN W8 VAN 8u-
<hs | HOLDEN EH Premisr wag excel 3
207 ;Ds'idn“““ att 12 pm (075) | 3300 Auto, Clean ratiabie unit | pi

tract | HOLDEN &K Stn. Won. 61 Joho Anthony Motors ’
1ony | mod. orlg. recon. mtr. Hme 343 70 oL
g whe? p ust resprayed. | HOLBEN 1 tonner drop sides
~od | mag, hesis, 2 spare 73495 box | unreg as ls $2650. 200 5372
;| B parts rayd. 1788 Ugent
32 | 32250 ono. 20 1537 HOLDEN 4 4 5 P4, gparbox
fiers 7 [ 3vall for Your car 8 or v AN

— | WOLDEN s Sedan ot
-Fri. s aonsdt Yol
HOLDEN GEMINI SLX 1982 | HOLDEN 4361 Auto Station

X
da| 379 1293 Mon-Fri.
Wagon. 5
98500 Kim VGC $7500 b 308 g::-r. $1.800 ono. (075) 53

P

N HD  Seae— a5 | 6959,
HOLDEN HD Sedan 1967 ROLDEN 158 Wi s
anual new front end vaive | HOLDEN 1981 WB Panel Van
"4 | 9rind new rings Just been spray | Automatic, G.C.” $4.500 ona.
7 | Bainted Interior lair cond. RWC | (075) 34 G042 .

Price $1200. Ph 355 346 -

HOLDEN “&V'4 283 twin =

T

)

/

2o °

o O, e
PN 7o

k°//~°‘:. s‘éo‘:ﬂ‘/v\
>

o' 2
eI TR
RN ) %
LA RO CHRT o o Tedd
e \“cq“*‘\y . o

e 12

ISSUE NO. 4

HOLDEN
BUSINESS

SEPTEMBER 1988

\\\\\\

SUDBURY#SUFFOLK
EDITOR®PATRICK HEMPHILL#6 STOUR GARDENS*GREAT CORNARD*SUL



COMMITTEE

FRONT COVER: Your Editors H.K.

Chairman / Editor:=- Patrick Hemphill, 6 Stour Gardens, Gt. Cornard,
Sudbury, Suttolk CO 10 O JN.

Mempership Secretary /freasurer :- Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolf's Castls,

Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales.

Activities & Public Relations Otticer:- Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Hoad,

Chessington, Surrey KI9 1JX.

Hello,

It's peen a relatively quiet
month on the Register front after
the excitement of the Inaugral
General Meeting reported in the
last issue. I expect most of us
have been busy working on our
belovea Holdens = resulting in at
least three currently taxed and in
use as I writel! We hear that Tony
and Colin Hancock, who joined
recently regularly run their EH
Wagon, and at last my tatty HK,
the "Monstrosity" is on the road,
in a manner of speaking. It passed
its Mol on 4th August; was hurried-
ly taxed the following Saturday and
has spent most of its time with its
bonnet up sincel The third car will
pe mentioned in a moment.

Talking of cars, our bumper
issue features the first of an
occasional series of road tests -
this month on the FC model. Our
thanks to "Motor" for permission to
publish.

To date I have had only 2
letters referring to the construct-
ion of the Constitution mentioned in
H.B.3 - basically to endorse it! As
I Beard nothing adverse by 3ist
August the Constitution has become
otticial, although as a member you
retain the right to propose any
change to pe discussed at an AGu.

Finally I've got just a
couple vrass attendance plaques
left from "Holden Day" - send me
an 18p sae and you'll get one by
return,

* %%

Congratulations to Ken Garner, our
Activities & P.R.0. on pecoming a rull
member, e doesn't do things by halves
either - he has just bought TWO Holaens}
One is a ¢.1970 HG Premier Station Wagon-
a bit rough, he says; the other is the
third taxed Holden on the Register - a
very tidy 1967 HR Special Station Wagon.
Both cars sport a 186 cu. in. Red Motor.
Goodonya Ken}

HOLDEN HR (1966-68)

Mempership Sec. and lreasurer Guy
Hardy has moved from his farm at melton
Mowuray. He and his Chevrolet Kommando
(South Atrican Holden) now live in wales
(for aadress see under "Gommittee").

IF¥ YOU STILL HAVE NOT PAID your £7.50
supscription please send it to him es
soon as possible to his new aadress,

LETTERS

Firstly, some long-overdue extracts
from a letter Allen Harris, of 56 Moore
walk, Forest Gate, London E7 OHY wrote
earlier this year about his '59 FC :=-

"Since seeing you I have been inspired
to restore my Holden and have today sent
ort for some points & condenser to see
if I can get the beast started, I think
that I would like to (if I can aftord it)
do my car up in the Spring. I'm dying to
drive it and listen to the sound of that
"Air Chiet™ radio if I can get hold of
oneY

I haven't written to Syansea yet
about the car's history put that will
hapoen soon (I think), I have arranged
for a swap of parts / information to
South Africa out I would like to trade
with Australia (the real McCoy & all
that). By the way I've been thinkihg
about my pattery tray. I might go over
to the school and ask them it they
would like a practical project to see
if they can make a reproduction piece,
it's worth a try."

.

= Allen has since written to
say that due to work commitments the
car remains much as it was but he
hopes to make a start on it soon -
take advantage of our lovely
summer while it's here, Allenlil

) _HOLDEN FJ UTE(1952) very rare, excellent condition, restored
including new panel and paint, new exhaust system, seat and door trims
reupholstered, grill, bumper etc. rechromed recond. head. recond. carby.

$5.350

* % ¥

Another letter held over wuntil
this issue tells of Ken Wiften's
interesting 'Vauxhall! Holden,
From 3 Hardwick Rd., vhandlersford,
Eastleigh he writes:=-

"The car I have is the one
previously owned oy Dennis Hastings
who was in the throes ot moving
and could not accomodate the car
in its stripped condition,

Dennis understood it to be a 1938
cae but prior to my joining the
vauxhall Ogmers' Club I wrote to
Holden in Australia & thay were
kind enough to send me some
literature on prewar Holdens and
trom that I am fairly certain it
is a 1939 Roaaster,

There is a small plate in the
many boxes of bits marked Holden
oody No, 35A, Fortunately Dennis
had collected quite a few spares
80 the only spares that I will
need that I know of is a new
ste=ring wheel(the original is
very knocked about), and rear
lights, Uennis thinks these should
be on stalks, have you any idea?

When I joined the V.0.G., I said
I hoped to pe on the road in 1989,
I see they have now put that in
print so I guwess I am committed now.
I am not a purist so don't expest
to see it in "concours" condition
out I hope to get it into a tirst
class standard, The only thing I
am not too sure about is it I
have all the fittings for the
hood vu t I have quite a lot to
do oefore that stage."

- Your deadline date is also
printed in Holden Business-—
there's no turning back! Photos of
J model Vauxhall roadsters show
the rear lights on stalks as per
the nglish J saloon, so presum-
ably your car should wear them too
Ken, Keep us posted on the car's
progress,



Finally, a sort of "Technical
Tips" letter from Tony Hancock, of
5 The Croft, Bulkington, Nuneaton,
Warks: =

"Gratetul thanks for the
Holden Business No, 1 copy, the new
tormat is just the job too,hopefully it
may not pe too long betore more pages
ot interest can become stupled
together, making it into the "Register
Magazine". ieading through Holaen
pusinegs I see you have certainly made
strides very quickly, I was surprised
to read G.M.H. Australia have shown
interest in our small Register.

I have in my posession a copy of
"The Complete Workshop Manual for
Holdens" covering all models rrom 1948
Fx to the HR, with a supplement for the
HK. To help fellow liolden owners
mempers I would be only too glad to
photocopy from the book the relevant
pages of intormation they may require.

Here's one little snippet you may
like to puplish:- shortly after I
returned to England in 1972 I dis-
covered the EH rear brakes were in
need of new linings, the fronts were
0.K. and are still on the car. I
traced a motor dealer (mainly USA cars)
near the bus garage at Hammersmith in
Londen. They had Holden linings all
right, the name Holden and the correct
part number plus the groove. What was
wrong was the price, hang onto your
hat - the price for 4 LININGS was
£17.00 - in 1972, I remarked that I
only wanted 4 linings, not the boat
they came in as well. On my way home
to what was then vhingtord, I called
into a motor factors at nearby Leyton
E.10 who dealt mainly with London
taxi spares. Here I purchased 40 "
of breke lining material and rivets
(as used by Mercedes Benz) for the
sunm total of £1,75. From this material
I had to cut to length & width ana drill
and countersink to match existing
linings, I've had to date apout 30,000
miles from those linings.

You see memoers, don't pe taken
in, perhaps in this case I am for-
tunate as I had already had practise
at relining my Minx's brakes."

- These days there is increased
awareness of the effects of
"aspestosis" , caused by asbestos
dust as round in orake linings.

There is no reason why you can't cut
your own linings but VO wear a face
mask and work only in a well venti-
lated area., I in doubt, a motor
tactor or brake specialist will
rcline your old prake shoes. It cost
me £38 inc VAT recently for 8 linings
ready bonded to the old HK shoes,
Tony also comments on Holden insurance
costs:~
" My BH is insured with

Norwich Union as a ulassic Vehicle
(over 20 years old) for a value of
£1000 but with limited annual mileage
of 1500 & fully comprehensive with
60% N.C.B. tor a premium of £60 p.a, .
You can go for a higher mileage put of
course at a higher cost. Most othee
companies refer to the Holden as a
KFOREIGN car & will therefore only ofter
Third FParty or in some cases Third
Party, Fire & Theft.

Norwich Union may require to
inspect or see photographs of
the vehicle,”
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— The Holden
Special Sedan

A Roomy and Easy-going
"'Six"" which is the Best-

selling Car '‘Down Under"

Against a background of new buildings
in the City of London, the Holden shows
off the business-like lines of its four-door,

six-seat saloon bodywork.

ROUND half the cars which are sold
A in Australia are 2.2-litre Holdens,
and a substantial part of the six-
figure annual output of vehicles from Fish-
ermen’s Bend, South Australia, is being
exported to such places as New Zealand
and the countries of South-east Asia. So
remarkable has been the success of Aus-
tralia’s own ‘“General Motors” car, un
veiled in November 1948 as a Detroit-
designed prototype and in production
since then at an ever-rising rate with peri-
odical design improvements of a substan-
tial but not fundamental nature, that we
were recently delighted to seize the oppor-
tunity of testing a 1959/60 model Holden
on British roads. It is not ornate or

In Brief

Price in Australia £A1,173 including sales
tax. Sterling eqmvulent £938.

Capacity v BIT0CE,
Unladen kerb wevght o 214 cwt.
Acceleration:

20-40 m.p.h. in top gear ... 9.9 sec.

0-50 m.p.h. through gears  13.4 sec.
Maximum direct top gear

gradient . 1in 9.1
Maximum speed . ... 843 m.p.h.
“Maximile’’ speed ... .. 824 mph.
Touring fuel consumption ... 247 m.p.g.

Gearing: 18.15 m.p.h. in top gear at 1,000
rp.m.: 348 mp.h. at 1,000 ft./min.
piston speed.

“glamorous,” but after a thousand miles
we were immenselv appreciative of its
solid worth as a roomy, comfortable and
smoothly easy-going sort of car which
seemed sturdy and certainly did not cost
a lot to run.

For the majority of our readers who will
not be personally acquainted with the
Holden, a few details should be given of
this model from “down under.” It is a
four-door saloon of chassisless steel con-
struction with a wheelbase which in 1956
was increased from 8 ft. 7 in. to 8 ft. 9in.,
providing a lot of legroom and headroom
for all its passengers and wide enough to
be a six-seater. The engine is a 2,170 c.c.
“six” of perfectly straightforward push-
rod o.h.v. design, slightly “‘under-square”
and with a 7/1 compression ratio, happy on
the cheapest grades of British petrol yet
providing a genuine top speed of over
84 m.p.h. on level road. The suspension
by a conventional coil-spring i.f.s. system
and semi-elliptic rear springs is supple-
mented by tyres of generous 6.40-13 sec-
tion, and there is comfortable clearance
under the extremities of the body. Most
important of all, it sells at a price only
5%-15% higher than those of Australian
built 13-litre 4-cylinder cars.

As a comparably dimensioned member
of the international General Motors fam-
ily, it is not surprising to find that the FC-
series Holden Special Sedan (a more
simply furnished model is also listed) has
some similarities with the E-type Vauxhall

Velox as produced between August,
1951 and October, 1957. The
Holden has 2 inches more wheel-
base and 3% inches more overall
Jength, an extra 1} inches of front
track to carry the same overall
width, but is lighter by about 200
Ib. Family likeness also extends to
details such as a speedometer with
no “trip” but decimals on its total
mileage recorder, and a pull-out lighting
switch which is turned to vary the bright-
ness of instrument illumination. But like-
ness does not imply identity, and the
Holden has its own distinctive merits
which, obviously appropriate to the coun-
tries in which it is sold, can also be appre-
ciated in Britain.

Above all else, the impression which the
Holden left upon us after a thousand
British miles was of easy competence. Our
test car was painted in black (there is a
plentiful choice of other colour schemes)
and this perhaps accentuated its business-
like appearance. It is quite a big car, but
this is because there is a lot of room inside
it and not because overall length has been
exaggerated by styling tricks. The interior
has two-tone trim and a certain amount of
bright metal, but the box-pleated uphol-
stery, rubber floor covering and painted
metal facia look durable and practical
rather than glamorous. One can fault any-
thing, and on our test car the lock for a
ventilator panel had failed, but in general
the seats, controls and fittings all gave an
impression of sturdiness.

Easy to enter, even though the four
doors do not open quite as wide as might
be wished, the body has an almost flat and
quite low floor, shaped at the rear so that
passengers have their feet in a comfortably
natural attitude. The seats are simple
bench-type units without central armrests,
but their high-back shape and Z-spring
upholstery proved thoroughly comfortable,




whilst the amount of space provided does
not cramp adult men: in the rear seat the
Holden’s roominess is most notably
su) riur to what many other modern cars
offer. The lugeage locker is big, and its
rubher covered floor is unobstructed.

"he measured figures for acceleration,
maximum speed, top gear hill-climbing
ability and fuel economy which appear on
our data page are creditable rather than
exceptional, and fall short of what recent
6-cylinder Vauxhalls have achieved. Plain
figures do not, however, tell by any means
the whole story. The Holden runs happily
on commercial grades of petrol, so that on
a cost-per-mile basis it is the equal of cars
doing another 2§ m.p.g. on premium-
grade petrol. The 6-cylinder engine pulls
so smoothly down to 10 m.p.h. and below
in top gear that there is less need to
change gear than in many cars which have
greater torque but less flexibility The
Holden’s acceleration through the gears
from a standstill benefits from g
medium-speed torque rather than from its
power at high r.p.m. in 2nd gear, so that
the normal getaway from a traffic check is
comparable with many larger cars. On a
good road, a cruising speed of 75 m.p.h.
15 in no way fussy

The three-speed gearbox has a steering
column control, and synchromesh on the
upper two ratios is highly effective at the
expense of resisting very fast changes of
ratio. Middle gear is reluctant actually to
start the car from rest, but provides
smooth and brisk pick-up from a very slow
walking pace, whilst at the opposite end of
the engine’s speed range it is still reason-
ably quiet up to the 55 m.p.h. or so change-

up speed at which top gear is
engaged by a driver in a hurry.

So long as the road wheels
are turning, the steering of this
car 1s comfortably light, the
high-set steering wheel being
well clear of the driver's knees
at all times. Most drivers
would praise this car for an
attractive combination of in-
herent stability on the straight
with willingness to corner at
quite a brisk pace. Pushed to-
wards the upper limit of its
speed range, the Holden felt
a little less secure, needing
more definite guidance from
the driver if it was to follow
an accurate line, and its wheels
showing a skittery tendency on
corners, but only an over-75
m.p.h. motorist discovers these
effects which might have been
minimized by more accurate
balancing of the wheels and
tyres.

Perhaps because of their
modest dimensions in relation
to engine and car size, the 8-
inch clutch and 9-inch brakes
were the least praiseworthy fea-
tures of our test car- no doubt
London traffic and FEnglish
winding roads test both these
components more severely than would
conditions in a larger and less crowded
country. The clutch does little to comple-
ment the engine’s low-speed smoothness,
and the brakes, whilst responding well to
light pedal pressures, were prone to grab

~

LUGGAGE accom-
modation in the rub-
ber-carpeted rear
locker is generous.
The spare wheel is
mounted at one
side, and there is a
94-gallon petrol
tank with central
filter. Our test
model had its Brit-
ish number plate
mounted on the
locker lid instead of
on the rear bumper.
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The Holden Special Sedan

UNCRAMPED roominess for big people
is provided inside the Holden, at both
front and rear. The painted metal facia
carries a hooded circular-dial speedo-
meter with rheostat-controlled lighting,

plus fuel and temperature gauges.

if used hurriedly 2t town speeds, yet
needed a very firm pressure on the pedal
when a check from 70 m.p.h. or so was

necessary. The twist-to-release hand-
brake was theroughly effective on hills of
the 1-in-4} order.

Riding comfort over very varied sur-
faces at all sorts of speeds was commend-
ably good, whether judged by the driver
or from the back seat, even though the
springs are firm enough to suit a car which
can carry a heavy load of passengers and
luggage. Aided by an anti-roll torsion bar
at the front, these springs allow a car
which is not especially low-built to corner
with very little body roll or tyre squeal.
Fine weather predominated during our
test, but despite its conventionally nose-
heavy weight distribution the wide-track
Holden seemed to have quite good trac
tion on loose-surfaced hills.

Perhaps one can regard climatic differ-
ences between Australia and England as
explaining the provision of a fine cold-air
ventilator (with controllable intake shutter
below the windscreen) but only an optional

November 25, 1950

ORTHODOX in design and tuned to
develop maximum torque on low-
priced grades of petrol, the six-
cylinder engine is narrow and thus
accessible despite being partially
recessed into the scuttle.

recirculatory interior heater with none-too-
effective windscreen de-misting jets. Quiet
when the variable-speed fan was set to
run slowly, the heater coped well with
cool autumn weather, and as a partly-open
scuttle ventilator delivered its cold air
quite near to the recirculatory heater, the
use of both together provided a rather
patchy form of fresh air heating. Our test
car carried the optional Air Chief radio,
with five press-buttons and manual tuning,
operating only on the medium waveband
but with a very large speaker built into the
centre of the facia: this radio was pleas-
antly little troubled by interference, and
the volume control could be turned up to
give output almost worthy of a public
address system without the quality of
reception becoming seriously distorted.
A cigar ligh!er, under the same lid as a
big ashtray, is part of the facia panel's nor-
mal complement of gadgets. A ring on the
steering wheel controls a rather poor horn,
and a mechanical pump prevents vacuum-
operated windscreen wipers stopping dur-
ing acceleration, but the wiped areas are
disappointingly small.

emperatures during our test did not
sink quite to freezing point overnight, and
the engine started much more readily from
cold if the accelerator pedal was ‘‘pumped"”’
once than if the choke was used. With a
thermostat-controlled hot-spot in the inlet
manifold it was immediately ready for
work, and would idle regularly almost at
once. The presence of an accelerating
pump on the carburetter did not introduce
any difficulties in starting a hot engine. Oil
consumption of the test model during

606

quite hard driving was slight, a pint being
added after about 600 miles.

If there is any single reason for the
Holden dominating Australlas motoring
scene in a way for which it is hard to find
a counterpart anywhere else in the free
world, it must be that General Motors
Holdens Ltd. offer Australian customers
a lot more car for their money than do other
manufacturers. The one size of car on
which they concentrate obviously appeals
to a great proportion of Australian motor-

THE MOTOR

ists as providing a sensible combination of
roominess and performance with moderate
running costs. The practical advantages
secured by developing one basic design for
more than 10 years have, in Australia,
obviously outweighed the commercial
advantages which lead manufacturers else-
where in the world to introduce new
models with greater frequency.

The World Copyright of this article and illustrations
is strictly reserved  ©  Temple Press Limited, 1959

Specification

Engine
Cylinders 6
Bore 76.2 mm,
Stroke 79.4 mm.
Cubic capacity 2470 c.c
Piston area 42.4 5q. in
Valves Pushrod o.h.v.
Compression ratio m

Bendix-Stromberg

BXOV-1 downdraught

AC mechanical incorporating
vacvum pump
Centrifugal
and vacuum
Oil filter Suction gauze on pump
(by-pass filter optional extra)

Max. power (gross) 70 b.h.p.
t 4,000 r.p.m
2,080 ft./min

Carburetter
Fuel pump.

Ignition timing control

a
Piston speed at max. b.h.p

Transmission
Clutch Borg & Beck B-in.
single dry plate
Top gear (s/m) 3.888

2nd gear (s/m) 6.18
1st gear 1163
Reverse 11.63

Propeller shaft Single-piece open
Final drive Hypoid bevel
Top gear m.p.h. at 1,000 r.p.m 8.1
Top gear m.p.h. at 1,000 ft./min.

piston spee 34.8
Chassis
Brakes Hydraulic self-eneraqizing
Brake drum internal diameter in
Friction lining area 96.6 sq. in.
Suspension

Front: Independent by coil springs, trans-
verse wishbones and anti-roll torsion
har

Rear 4-leaf semi-elliptic springs

and rigid axle

GMH Deleo telescopic
Re-circulating ball
6.40--13 tubeless (4-ply)

S hnr\« absorbers

Coachwork and Equipment

Starting handle None
Battery mounting ... Alongside engine on left
Jack . Side-lift pillar type

ne each side
beneath door pillar

Standard tool kit: Tool bag containing screw-
driver, combination pliers, wheel nut and
sparking plug spanner with handle.

Exterior lights: 2 headlamps, 2 sidelamps/
fiashers, 2 stop/taillfiasher lamps.  number
plate las

Number of electrical fuses

Jacking points

5 fuses plus 1
circuit breaker
Self-cancelling flashers
(white front, red rear)
Windscreen wipers: Vacuum-operated  self-

parking two-blade, with engine-driven

vacuum booster pump.
Windscreen washers Optional extra
Sun visors Two, universally pivoted
Instruments: Speedometer with non-trip deci-
mal distance recorder, fuel contents gauge.
Warning lights: Dynamo charge, oil pressure,
water temperature, headlamp main beam,
turn indicators
Locks:
With ignition key: Ignition/starter switch
(can be left free for use without key),

Direction indicators

Maintenance

Sump 6 pints, S.AE. 20
Gearbox 14 pints, S.A.E. 90 gear oil
Rear axle 2§ pints, S.A.E. 90 hypeoid gear ol

Steering gear lubricant S.A.E. 90 or 140
EP gear oil
Cooling system capacity 16 pints

(2 drain taps)
Chassis lubrication: By grease qun every 1,
miles to 16 points.

Ignition tirning 2" before t.d.c. static

Contact-breaker gap 0.012-0.016 in.
Sparking plug type... 14 mm. AC type 46-514
Sparking plug gap 0.028-0.033

Valve timing: Inlet opens 4° before t.d.c. and
closes 40" after b.d.c.: exhaust opens 46°

either front door, glove box, luggage
locker.
With mher keys
Glove lockers One on facia with lo(knh'r‘ lld
Map pockets None
Parcel shelves Behind rear <va!
Ashtrays One on facia, one behind front seat
Cigar lighters One on facia
Interior lights: One in roof, with courtesy
switches on front doors
Interior heater  Optional extra re-circulating
heater and screen de-mister
Car radio Optional extra Air Chief
Extras available: Heater, radio, windscreen
washers, windscreen sunshade, radiator
grille emblem, rear window venetian blind,

rear wheel covers, bonnet ornament, seat
covers, mud flaps, exterior mirror, glove
locker lamp, locking fuel cap, oil filter,

second horn, fitted suitcases, luggage locker
lamp, parcel shelf, etc
Upholstery material Flascofab plastic
Floor covering Rubber mats
Exterior colours standardized Twelve colours
(also two-tone combinations)
Alterrative body styles: Standard scdan, busi
ness sedan, station sedan (also open and
closed van bodies).

before b.d.c. and closes 6 after t.d.c.
Tappet clearances

Inlet 0.008 in.

Exhaust 0.012 in
Front wheel toe-in 0.062-0.188 in.
Camber angle 0°-2
Castor angle 10.2°
Steering swivel pin inclination &
Tyre pressures:

Front 224 1b.

Rear 22-28 Ib.

according to load
Brake fluid Nasco or Delco
Battery type and capacity 12 volt, 50 amp. hr
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Road Test No. 30/59 —

603 November 25, 1050

Make : Holden
Makers: General

Victoria, South Australia
(Test model made available by courtesy of Joseph Lucas Ltd. and Vauxhall Motors Ltd.)

FRONT .-
TRACK :~ peaR 6%

Test Data

The World Copyright of this article and illustrations
is strictly reserved  © Temple Press Limited, 1959

CONDITIONS: Weather: Mild and dry with strong

usty_wind. (Temperature 55°-57°F.. Borometer
957298 inHg.) Surface: Dry torred mocadam
Fuel: Regular-grade pump petrol (approx. 82 Re.
search Method Octane Rating).

INSTRUMENTS
Speedometer at 30 m.p.h Accurate
Speedomater ot 60 m.p.h 2%, fast
Distonce recorder 29, slow
WEIGHT

Kerb weight (unladen, but with oil,
water ond fuel for approx. 50

miles) 214 cwt
Front/rear distribution of kerb weight S6/44
Weight laden as tested 25 cwt

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Flying Quarter Mile

Mean of four opposite runs
Brst one-way time equals

843 mp.h
88.2 mp.h

d. (Timed quarter mile after
rating from rest):

“Maximile’” S
one mile ac

Mean of four opposite runs 824 mph
Best one-way time equals 86.5 m.p.h
Speed in gears

Max. speed in 2nd gear 60 m.p.h
Max. speed in fst geor 32 mph

FUEL CONSUMPTION
38.0 m.p.g. at constant 30 m p.h. on level
325 m p.g. at constant 40 m.p h. on level
290 mpgq at constant 50 m.p h. on level
25.0 m.p g. at constant 60 m.p h. on level
210 m.pq. at constant 70 m p h. on level

Overall Fuel Consumption for 942 miles, 40.4
qalions, rquals 234 mpa. (121 litres/100 km.)

Touring Fuel Consumption (mp.g. at steady
3

speed midway hetween 30 moph. and maxi-
M Ie > towance for acceleration)
247 mp.g

Fuel tank capacity (maker’s figure) 94 gallons

HILL CLIMBING at sustained steady speeds
Max. gradient

Mgz gradient 1in 5.7 (Topley 390 1b/ton) a4 o etardation (squivalent 1o 36 ft. stopping distance) with 100 Ib. pedol pressure
?:,E,:,ING i borween Barba 0.71 q retardation (equivalent to 424 ft. stopping distance) with 75 Ib. pedal pressure

Lot ik 36 feet 0 50 g retardation (equivalent to 60 ft. stopping distance) with 50 Ib. pedal 1 s
T aneiviy st from lpck to focke B om q retardation (cquivalent 1o 94 ft. stopping distance) with 25 Ib. pedal pessure

1, Gear lever. 2, Horn ring. 3, Direction indicator
switch. 4. Heater and adjustable shutters. 5,
Scuttle vent control. 6, Radin 7, Headlamp dip

cwitch. 8, Choke control. 9, Windscreen wipers

Motors-Holdens

1in 91 (Tapley 245 Ib/ton) 091 q retardation (equivalent to 33 ft. stopping distance) with 120 Ih. pedal pre<sure

Type: Special Sedan (FC Series)
Ltd., Fishermen's Bend,

___GROUND CLEARANCE & B -
L1
8% -
SEAT TO ROOF a1

FLOOR TO ROOF 48

SCREEN FRAME TO FLOOR 41%
- SEAT TO ROOF 38"

L / NOT 7O SCALE
334 s
FRONT DOGR
SEAT ADJUSTABLE | s
ny
REAR DOOR ~
ACCELERATION TIMES from scandstill ACCELERATION TIMES on Upper Ratios
0-30 m.p.h 5.0 sec op
gear gear
040 mph 2056 10.30 mph 9.3 sec 56 sec
S ik Bdsec 020 mph 995ec. 6.0 sec
0-60 m.p.h 19.6 sec 30-50 m.p.h 11.2 sec 75 sec
0-70 m.p.h 303scc. 4060 mph 128 sec
Standing quorter mile 26sec. 5070 mph 186 sec.

BRAKES from 30 m.p.h.

15)(16)(17)(18) (19) (20) (1) (21)

™

FM'HW;.%

7/

s /
8)(9)(10) (1) (12)(13)

switch. 10, Lights switch. 11, Lockable ianition/ < aauge. 17, Speedometer. 18, Oil
starter switch. 12, Handbrake. 13, Bonnet catch ore warning hight. 19, Dynamo charae
relrase 14, Cigar lighter (in ashtray recess)  warning light. 20, Water temperatire ing
15, Direction indicator warning hight. 16, Fuel light. 21, Heater fan switch

Lt MOTOR

SUSPENSION on the Holden which is the subject of today's

Road Test Report is on highly-developed orthodox lines.

The rear axle is set five inches ahead of the mid-point of

each rear spring, if.s. is by coil springs and wishbones,

and all springs are controlled b, telescopic dampers and
rubber buffers.

il

A

FUNDAMENTALS of the best-selling car from “down under’’ are an
in-line six-cylinder o.h.v. engine which puts the emphasis on low-speed
torque and has changed little in an 11-year period, installed in a
chassisless steel hull of which the estate-car version is illustrated above.
Visible in the engine compartment are two of the mounting points for

November 25, 1959

An Engineering
Notebook
by J. L.

a rubber-cushioned front cross b

AUSTRALJIAN: This week we achieve a long-standing
ambition, by publishing a Road Test
Report upon Australia’s own car, the Holden. Much of the
success of this model obviously stems from its availability in
Australia at a price so moderate that its only direct competitors
are substantially smaller cars. But we were interested to find
that even when used on the opposite side of the world to its
designed terrain, the Holden's highly-developed orthodoxy pro-
vided motoring which was in most respects excellent. As a back-
ground to our Road Test Report, it seems topical to use this
week’s Technics page for some illustrations of the Holden's com-
ponent parts which help to explain “what makes it tick.”

POWER: Whilst the car has grown slightly, the
Holden engine has undergone no more
than a process of refinement since its introduction 11 years ago.
The compression ratio has gone up fractionally, from 6.5'1 to
7/1, and the inlet valve head diameter from 1.25 in. to 1.345 in.,
so that there is now 70 b.h.p. gross at 4,000 r.p.m. instead of
60 bh.p. at 3,800 r.p.m. But this remains basically the same
76.2 mm. x 79.4 mm. “six,” with only 10° of valve overlap and
developing its maximum torque of 110 lb. ft. gross at only 1,400
r.p.m. Entirely happy on 82-octane fuel in England, this engine
has a maximum b.m.e.p. of 125 Ib./sq. in., and its torque charac-
teristics make the three-speed gearbox very acceptable: there is
no synchromesh on Ist gear, but that ratio meshes easily, even
though it is not dog-engaged but involves a helical gear sliding on
helical splines.

RIDE: Two drawings show the orthodox sus-

pension which is retained for this car,
and which with modern rubber buffers as well as modern tele-
scopic dampers (replacing lever-arm units on earlier Holdens)
give very good results. The front suspension retains a conven-
tional king-pin whereas ball joints are now in fashion for new
designs, and threaded wishbone bearings are used: rubber sound
insulation separates the complete front suspension cross member
from the car’s one-piece steel hull. At the other end of the car
there are semi-elliptic springs 48 inches long and 2 inches wide,
with plastic inserts at the tips of their four leaves: the axle is
located 5 inches ahead of the centres of the rear springs. As our
Road Test Report on pages 603-606 makes plain this system
works very satisfactoriﬁ(a at popular cruising speeds on very
varied roads



A couple of useful restoration
tips this month, continuing with the
theme of vrakes:-

1. very often otherwise sound wheel
cylinders on older cars develop seized
or broken bleed nipples such that they
cannot pe easily bled, The way round
the prablem on Holdens (and many
other cars) is to remove the prake
shoes pertaining to the particular
cylinder, and removing one piston
sufficiently trar to tilt the rubver
seal slightly downwards out of the
bore, a8 in the diagrag.
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Allow the cylinder to fill with fluid
from the master cylinder until it just
starts running out of the gap, at which
point you press the piston back into
the bore ensuring the opposite piston
doesn't pop out & release your
precious fluid.

Do not press the orake pedal at all
during this operation; in fact this
method is handy if you can't get an
assistant. This is also an ideal
occasion to check the cylinder bores
tor scoring and the rubver seals for
wear - if any damage is present have
them replaced, Don't forget to wipe
off any stray fluid from external
parts pefore it ruins paint or
clothing.

2o If you are carrying out a complete
overhaul of the vraking system, you
could consider the use of silicon
brake fluid. 1%t is non-hygroscopic
(it aoesn't absorb water) so its all
inportant boiling point does not
decrease with age unlike ordinary
fluid, and it will not corrode orake
cylinders. It won't damage paintwork
if spilled, either,

Some users considar it is fract-
jonally compressiole giving the
brakes a slightly 'spongy' feel vut
if the system is properly bled there
shoula still be plenty of brake
pedal travel to allow for this. Zcan

[HOLDEN|
PARTS SUPPLIERS

Below is a list of suppliers and
enthusiasts who have contacted the
Register offering help to members.
Please note that inclusion does not
imply a recommendation,

Apie Le Roux Motors, PO Box 493,
Kempton Pk 1620, South Africa.

Dave Barry, PO 8Ox 46, Epping,
NeS.W. 2121, Australia - exports
cars, parts & literature.

Eddie Ford Publications, Newstead 3462
Victoria, Australia - publishes
clagsic car magazines & opooks.

The Lion's Uen, 9 Goodwin St., East
Ipswich, Qld.4305 Australia - large
GMH & NASCO parts stockist tor
Holdens (inc. prewar). Sample prices
next issue.

Magnetic Motors, 666 South Rd.,
Moorabpin, Victoria 3189
Australia - Holden parts,

Keith Owen, 11 layard St., Goodna
4300, Qld., Australia - will swap
Holden parts for Zodiac Mk III
parts - very enthusiastic,

Ian Saxton, % IKrere Rd., Vincent,

fast London 5247, South Africa -
enthusiast who will send parts
and old magazines,

Sussex Chrome Go., 39 Salisbury Rd.,
Tilgate, urawley, West Sussex
RH 10 5LX - large & small chrome
items stripped and replated,

It is with regret that I have to
report the sad passing of Holden
enthusiast and respectea motoring
journalist Andrew Whyte. Andrew was
instrumental in helping memoer Iain
Brazier decide to buy a 1956 FE
Holden; his article "Humpy Holden"
in I'noroughbred & ulassic vars June
1986 is eminently readaole,

Our condolences go to his tramily.

P> On 23rd July Publicity Officer
Ken Garner did the Register proud oy
attending, on our behalf, a meeting
of the Historic vehicle Clubs C'tee,
who is the official watchdog of
motoring legislation relating to old
cars and commercials. Without their
presence many old cars may have had
to be radically modified before
continuing to be used on our roads,
and we Holden owners, whose cars at
pest dubiously comply with modern
U.K. regulations particularly ot
lighting & braking systems have

cause to be graterul to the Committes,
especially regarding entry into 'free
trade' with Burope in 1992, Perhaps
you would care to suomit a report
tor the 'Business, Ken?

P> Don't forget the huge Beaulieu
Autojumble on Sat 10th & Sun 1lth
September - see press for details,

P=T'up North, Wheels 8 takes place in
Harrogate on Sat 17th & Sun 18th
September and consists ot all kinds

ot vehicles and a big autojumole -
ring 021~-414~1540 ror more info.

P> 1 wus recently sent news of some
forthcoming events to be held at the
British Commercial Vehicle Museum in
King Street, leyland, lancs PR5 1IE,
On September 25th their Grand Autumn
Rally takes place at lancaster House,
Leyland; on Sat 29th & Sun 30th Oct.
there will be a Parts Refurpishment
Show and Autojumple and on Sunday
27th November a Swapmeet will take
place, Sounds usetul, bearing in mind
Holden make commercial vehicles too.

P=If you know ot any worthwhile event
coming up in your area, send details
to the Editor in time for tne Novemoer
issue.Also if you have rallied your
Holden this season let's have your
story & a clear photo, colour or o&w.

= 60 MODEL F.B. HOLDEN Totally immaculate original
conqun, current N.S.W. All Holden Day F.B. concours champion. Pink
and white duco, most original accessories. $6,000

Next Issue ... .. ... ... ... ...

November 29th next is the 40th
anniversary ot the Holden car (as
opposed to Holden-bodied vehicles)
so we will be celeprating in style.

the classic car magazines to “00“ Also thure will be more of your lstters
s iier; i aiis i %—egO‘\s;a‘* articles and news. H.B.5 is due out
< & 2
upp . P ) -5k > - G‘ap oc\o:i‘\g. in early novemper so please send all
I Ty aful ti ncesg‘;i"&m’fmz- Ffmplﬂely restored, fully optioned all original ‘p\’:'m“p\d‘ newsletler correspondence by 28th Oct
3 {ui] Y 2 & .
you e any us ips, do y ate, no cost spared, 3.36 L.S.D. Heavy Duty 5006' e to o B tOI’, 1atr1ck Memphlll _

Ppwcrglide, full tint windscreen, air conditioning, power discs, Dragways,
1 0 air shocks,must be seen, suit genuine enthusiast
Sunshine Coast QId

let us share them - send them to

the Editor my address is in the front,

11

$13.000 Firm



