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Hello'
It's been a relativ~sly quit

month an the Regis ter front after
the excitoment of the In,augral
general Meeting roported in the
last Sys :~ ue . I expect most of us
hive been busy working on our
beloved t-~older~ - re..~ulting 3n ate
lags t three c urrentiy taxed and in
use as I Write! We hear that Tor~yr
and Colin t~ancock, W}lo joined
recantly regularly run their EH
Wagons and at last may tatty HK,
the '~Monstrosity~" is on thc~ road,
in a manner of speaking. It pa.9seci
its MoT on 4tri Aug~t; was hurried-
ly tamed the f o 11 owing Sa t urciay and
has spent most of its time with its
bonnet u~ since 1 The thir~ct car wi 11
0o ment:ion~d in a moment.

`Talking of cars, our bwm~per
issue features the first of an
occasional eoriea or road fasts -
th is month on the FC model. Our
thanks to ~~Motor" for permission to
publish.

To date I have had only 2
letters referring to the constru~t-
ion of the Constitution mentioned in
ri.B.3 -basically to endorse its As
I Heard notl-~in~ advt rse by ~ is t
August trie Constitution rids bocome
ot'z icial, although as a mdmber you
retain tie right to propose antiy
change to ne ci s c u~ sed gt an AGr~i.

~' ins l ly I've got just a
couple urass attendance plaques
left from "tlolc~en Day" -send mo
an 18p s as and you' 11 get one ~y
r e t uxri.

~~~

Gangratulations to Ken Garners our
Activities & P. H. 0. on ec~comin~ a t'ull
membero ne doesn ~ t ao ~.hings by halves
either - he hay just bout Tw 0 tiolaen.5 !
One is a c.19?0 HG Premier Station Wagon-
a bit rough, he says; the other is the
third taxed Holden on tho Ke gis ter - a
very tidy 1967 HR Special Station wagon.
both cars sport a lg6 cu. in. fed Motor.
Goodor~ya Ken!

-------___ _ -_~I~̂--r---~\—
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HOLDEN HR (1966-68)

riembership Sec. anc~ '1'rea.s urer Gt~y
narciy- has moves from his farm at iY~elton
MouUray. rib and hiB Chevrolet Komrnancio
(5ou~h At rican Holdon) now live in ~,~ales
(~ or aaclress see unci~r "C;omnittee")
T.~ Yt~U STILL riA~~: NUT PAID your ~:7.5U
s uc~;~cription please send it to him ~s
soon as po~a Tale to his new aaciress

~'irstl~r~ some lc~r~g-rnterdue extracts
from a letter Allen naxrjis, o~ 56 Moore
Walk, .Forest Gate, I.~ondon E'r OtiY wrote
earlier this year about his ' S9 FC

'Since seeing you I hake been inspired
to ras tore mfr ri o 1~3en arui have today ~ ent
oL't for some points & Condon er to see

~' 3.f I can get the beast s tar ted, o I think
that I would like to (if I can aft'ord it )
do may car up in the Spring. I' m dying to
drive it and listen to tie sow~,d o~ that
"Air Chief'" radio if I can get hold of
one'!

I haven't written to S~anssa yet
about the car's history tiut that Will
hap~~en soon (I t~h ink } . I have ar ~~an~ed
f or a swap of parts / in~orma.tion to
South Africa Uut I Wou1.d like to trade
with Australia (the real McCoy &all
that) . $y the way I ~ ve baen th inkif~g
about ~r battery tra~r. I might go over
to the school axed ask them ii' they
voulci like a prac tical prod ect to a ae
if they can make a reQrodv~ction piece,
its s worth a tr~r."

■ 7

`.
Allen has since ~rritten to

say that dus to uor'~ commitments the
car remains much as it was but he
hopes to make a e t,~rt on it a oon
take advantage of our lovely
summer while it's here, A11en! 1

HOLDEN FJ UTE (1952) very rare, excellent condition, restored
including new panel and paint, new exhaust system, seat and door trims
reupholstered, grill, bwnper etc. rechrc~med recc~nd. head, rec~nd. carby.

~s.~so

~~~

Another letter held over tultil
this ~,s s ue to 1(..s of Ken W ift an ~ s
interes tiny ~ ~Iauxhall ~ Holden.
r'rom 3 ~~a~dwick Rd. ~ ~handlsrs~ord~
Eas tleig~ he writes ; -

"The car I ha~►e is ~e ane
previot~ly owned oy .Dennis Hastings
who xasr in the throes ox moving
and could not accomodate tea ear
in its strippod condi~tiono
llenn.i s tm~ters tool it to tie a 1938
caa but pr~ for to ~r ~ oin~n~ the
v awc~all Ogners ~ C lub I Wrote to
Holden in Australia &they mere
kind ~nougn to send. me a ome
literatvxe on prs~rar Holden3 axed
t'rom that I a.m fairly cvrt►~,in it
~s a ]~ 939 Roa.d,s tar n

ThQre is a s mall plate in the
many boxes of bits marked .Holden
oody tvoo 35A. Fortunately Denrii.s
had collected quits a f'ew spares
9 o the on].,y sparos that I will
need that I know of is a new
ste~,ring wheel(t~ie original 3.s
very knocked about) ~ and rear
lights. llennis thinks these should
be on a~alkg~ have you any i~ea~

When I j oinec! the V. 0. ~. , I said
I hoped. to oe on fiche road in 1989,
I see they have naw put that in
print so I guess I am committed natit.
I am not a purist so donut e~eat
to see it in "concoUrs" condition
gut I hope to get i~ into a L'irst
clams s ta.nclaxd. ThQ an],y th irk I
am not too sure about is iY I
have all the fittings for the
hood vu ~ I have quits a lot to
do oef ore ~ha t s ta.~e . "

Your deadline date is also
printed in H o lcien Business
there ~ s no turnin,~ back; Photos o~
J model Vau~all roadsters show
the rear lights on s ~ta.lk~ ~.s per
the ~n~lish J s aloon, s o pre9 um-
abl~r youx car should wear them too
Ken. Keep us poi fed on the car' a
pro~res90

7
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Finally, a s or. t af` ~''rechx~ical
Tips" lattar from To~,r ~i~,ric~ck~ of
5 T~~ Croft, tiLtlkl.~;~ori~ jvuneaton,

~~~ arizs : -
"UratQ~ ul ~~hank,5 for the

~i o ld~n [~ us ine~ ~ N o . 1 c opy' the near
i ortnat is j uat thy: j o~ t~o,hopefully it
may not ee too 1on~ b~:t org amore pages
off: intereat can bacouza st_~p~.ed
together', m~ix~g it into t.~~o "xeg3.stQr
Magazine". reading t~rougt~~ fiola~n
rsusiness I sea you Have certainly made
s trines very quick:ly~ I Was s urpri~ed
to read G. ~~. ~1. tius tra~.ia ha~j~ shown
interest irY our small R~;gistEr.

I have in rr~y posession a copy o~
"`l'rie Coir~alete w orl~hop r~anua.l f.'or
H o lderis " c over:i ng all u~ode is t~rom 191
~,x tv the HRH witY~ ~ ~u~~plemt~rit fir the
HK. To help f~llaw Elol:~en owners
merr~ers Iwoulr3 bo only too g1a.d to
photocopy from t~h.e book the r~lev~nt
pees of in-t or~r~.l~ion trjey may r~:qu~..~ce o

~~erets one little snippet you nay
li~:e to put~li~sh: -- sliartl.y after I
raturned to F~ngland in 1)72 I di~--
covex•ed t,h~ ~i racer br~.~kes were in
nand of new l~.rir~~, tha fronts wore
d. K. rind are still on t,~le car. I
traces a motor dealer (m:.~inly u.SA ca.ru
near the bus garage at ~-iArru~ersmith in
Londono `i'hey- had Holden lin~.ngs all
rights the Hama liolden and the correct
part nwnber plus trig grooved What way
wrong was the prico~ hang onto your
h~.t - t~1e price for 4 LIN I1VGS wKs
£l7o a~ - in 1972. I rEn~a.rk~~ treat I
only wantEc~ 4 lirsings, not the boat
they came in as w~llo ~?n ~y way home
to what wa,s thc;n ~hinbf'ord~ I called
in t:o a motor factors at nearby Ley-ton
E.10 who dealt rr~..inly- wit~~ London
taxi shares . !i era I p uT~chas ed ~.0 ~~
of br~.e lining materi 31, anc~ rivets
(as t~ved by N~erced~s ts~n~) toz• t~h.e
s uu~ total of .1075. ~.~'z'om this ma,teri~,l
I hack to cut to length & wi~.~t1~. anc~ drill
anti counters iris to ma.tcll existing
1finings . I ~ v~ had to date asaut 30, ono
mi1.Es from those linirl~;s

You see u,~m~ers , dun' t ne taken
in ~ perhaps in th i:~ case I am t or-
t un~,te as I had ~, lr~:ady had. p rt~c t:is ~
at relining my cr~izix~ 5 brakes o •r

,N~~nFrnb~r Zs, x959 Fi04 7NF, MOTOR

.-..~- e o ern ~.

Thee dam t~-i~re is increased
awareness of.' the effect: o~
"as nos toy i~ " , ca t~ ecl by as ~e~ tos
dust as ~'o ui~d in crake liciings . ~,.
There i.~ no r~~.son why you c~~ t cut
your own linings but li0 wear a face
mask anti work only in a wall venti~
laced area. Ii in aoubt, a motor
t'actor or brako spevialist will
r~lina your old prak~ shoes. It cast
me £38 inc vAT recently for 8 lir~,ings
ready bonded to the olr~ HK shoes.
Tory also comrnan~ts on ~Iolden in►~~anc~
ca; ts;...

" r.~y ~-I is insured with
Harwich Unx.on as a classic vehicle
(over 20 years old) for a value of
£1000 but w~.t~h ~.ianited annual mileage
of 1500 &fully comproh~nsive witd~
6 C~ N . C. ~. t'or a premium of £60 p as a „
You can go f oz• a higher zu~.leage dut of
course at a higher cast. t~os t; ot~hae
corr~aanies refer to tha ~iolden as a
r'Ut~,EIGN cr~,r &will tharefore only after
Third Party or in some uses Third
Party, Fire & Thefto

Norwich Union may require to
inspact or soe photograpYis of
tl~e vehicle."

~' ~ -J̀

~r>.

LOT NO. 983
NK MOlDEM Y1 PREMIER $ ~ 9905.0 Iltre Chev V8 auto, electric
windows, 5188 ray., very orfgl- ~~ ~•O~
Hal.

~h

HQ STATESMAN

$2480
r

~~~ ~?~

..~. r

514.32 P.W.
MAGS T-BAR 5 LTR SPECIAL

AROUNn half the cars which are sold
in Australia are Z.L-litre Hoidens,
and a s~~bstantial part of the six-

fiQure annual output of vehiclesfrom Fish-
ermen's Fend, mouth Australia, is tieing
ex~rtec~ t~ such places as New lealand
and the countries of South-east Asia.
remarkable has peen the success of Aus-
tralia's own "(general Motors" car, un-
veiled in November 1~~K as a Detrat-
designeei E~ratotype and in ~rcxlucti~n
since then at an ever-rising rate with peri-
cxlical design improvements cif a suhstan-
tial but n~~k fundamental nature, that we
were ~ecently delighted to seize the c~F~~r-
tunity of testing a l~)5~)/60 model Holden
nn [3ritish roads. It is nit ornate or

In Brief
Price in Australia fA1,173 including soles
tax. Sterling equivalent E938.

Capacity ... ... ... 2.170 c.c.
Unladen kerb weight ... 21# cwt.
Acceleration
20-~0 m.p.h, in top gear ... 9.9 sec.
0-50 m.p.h, through gears 13.E sec.

Maximum direct top gear
gradient ... ... ... 1 in 9.1

Maximum speed ... ... 84.3 m.p.h.
"Mgximile" speed ... ... 82.4 m.p.h.
Touring fuel consumption ... 24.7 m.p.g.
Gearing: 18.15 m.p.h. in top gear at 1,000

r.p.m.; 34.8 m.p.h, at 1.000 ft./min.
piston speed.

"glamorous," but after a thousand miles
we were irnmencely appreciative of its
solid worth as a roomy, comfortable and
smoothly easy-going sort of car which
seemed sturdy and certainly did not cost
a lot to run.

For the majority of our readers who will
mot tie personally acquainted with the
Holden, a few details should he given of
this mcx~el from "down under." tt is a
four-door saloon of chassisless steel con-
strtiction with a wheelhase which in l ~~5fi
was increased from ~`~ ft. 7 in. to R ft. ~ in.,
providing a lot of legroom and headroom
for all its passengers and wide enough to
he asix-seater. The engine is a Z,170 c.c.
"six" of perfectly straightforward push-
roei o.h.v, design, slightly "under-square"
anti with a 7/1 compression ratio, haply on
the cheapest grades of British petrol yet
providing a genuine toy speed of over
K4 m.p.h. on level road. The suspension
by a conventional coil-spring i.f.s. system
and semi-elliptic rear springs is supple-
mented by tyres of generous h.40-t:i sec-
tion, and there is comfortable clearance
under the extremities of the body. Most
important of all, it sells at. a pace only
5°/„-1S"~~, higher than those of Australian
built I ~-litre ~-cylinder cars.
As a comparably dimensioned member

of the international General MatorS fam-
ily, it is not surprising to find that the F'C-
Series Holden Special Sedan (a more
simply furnished model i~ also listed) has
some similarities with the. E-type Vatirhall

no "trip' but decimals nn itt total
mileage recorder, and apull-out lighting
switch which is turned to vary the hri~ht-
ness of instrument illumination. F~~rt like-
ness does nit imF~ly identity, and the
Holden has its own distinctive merits
which, ~hviously appropriate to the coun-
tries in which it ~s sold, can also he a~~re-
ciatecl in Britain.

At►ove all else, the impression which the
Holden left urn us after a thousand
British miles was ~f easy competence. Our
test car was fainted in black (there is a
plentiful choice of other colour schemes)
and this perhaps accentuated its husiness-
like appearance. It is quite a l.~ig car, but
this is because there is a lit of morn inside
it and not because overall length has heen
exaggerated by styling tricks. The interior
has two-tone trim and a certain amount of
hright metal, but the box-pleated uphol-
stery, ruhher floor covering and ~a~nted
metal facia lcx~k durable and practical
rather than glamorous. One can fault any-
thin~, and nn our test car the lock for a
ventilator panel had failed, but in general
the seats, controls and fittings all gave an
impression of sturdiness.

Easy to enter, even though the four
d~rs do not open quite as wide as might
he wished, the holy hay an almost flat and
quite low floor, shaped at the rear so that
passengers have their feet in a comfortably
natural attitude. The seats are simple
bench-type units without central armrests,
hut. their high-hack shape and L-spring
u~hc~lstery proved thoroughly comfortable,
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whilst the amount of s~►ace provided does
not cramp adult men : in the rear seat the
Holden's roominess is most. notably
superiot to what many other modern cars
offer. The luggage locker is big, and its
rubber-covered fl~o~ is unobstructed.
The measured figures for acceleration,

maximum seed, top gear hill-climbing
ability and fuel economy which appear on
our data page are creditable rather than
exceptional, anti fall short of what recent
6-cylinder Vat~~challs have achieved. I'laan
figures do nit, however, tell by any means
the whole story. The Holden runs happily
nn commercial grades of petrol, so that on
a cost-per-mile basis it is the equal of cars
doing anotherL~ m.~.~. on premium-
grade petrel. The fi-cylinder engine pulls
so smoothly down to 1(► m.p.h. and below
in top Rear that there is less need to
change gear than in many cars which have
greater torque but less flexibilit}~ The
Holder's acceleration through the gears
from a standstill benefits from good
medium-speed torque rather than from its
pov~rer at high r.p.m. in 2nd gear, so that
the normal getaway from a traffic check is
comparable w-it.h many larger cars. (.)n a
gocx~ road, a cruising seed of 75 m.p.h.
is in no way fussy.
The three-seed gParl,ox has a steering

column control, anc~ synchromesh ~n the
upper two ratios is highly effective at the
expense ~f re~isti~iq very fait chanties ~f
ratio. Iviiddle gear i5 reluctant actually to
start the car from rest, bi.~t provides
smooth and brisk pick-u~ from a ~•ery slauJ
walking pace, whilst at the o}~~Site end of
the en¢inc's s~x>ec1 range it is still reason-
ably quiet u~ t<~ the S5 m.p.h. or s~ change-

up speed at which top gear is
engaged by a diver in a hurry.
So long as the road wheels

are turning, the steering of this
car is comfortably light, the
high-set steering wheel being
well clear of the driver's knees
at all times. Meet drivers
would praise this car for an
attractive combination of in-
herent stability en the straight
with willingness to corner at
quite a brisk pace. Pushed to-
wards the upper limit of its
speed range, the Holden felt
a little less secure, needing
more definite guidance from
the driver if it was to follow
an accurate line, and its wheels
showing a skittery tendency on
corners, but only an over-75
m.p.h. motorist discovers these
e£Eects which might have been
minimised by more accurate
balancing of the wheels and
tyres.

Perhaps F~ecause of their
modest dimensions in relation
to engine and car size, the t~-
inch cl~~tch and ~)-inch brakes
were the least i~raisewarthy fea-
tures of our test car---no doubt
London traffic and Fng(ish
winding roads test tx>th these
com~nents more severely than would
conc.litions in a larger arc! less crowded
country. The clutch does little to comple-
ment the engine's low-speed smoothness,
and the brakes, whilst res~ondinq well to
light pedal pressures, were prone to grab

LUGGAGE accom-
mor)ation in ehe rub-
ber-carpeted rear
locker is generous.
The spare wheel is
mounted at one
side, and there is n
9~-gallon petrol
tank with central
filler. Our test
model had its Brit-
ish number place
mounted on the
locker lid instead of
on the rear bumper.

Thy Salden Special Sedan

UNCRAMPED roominess for big people
is provided inside the Holden, at both
front and rear. The painted metal facia
carries a hooded circular-dial speedo-
mete~ with rheostat-controlled lighting,

plus fuel and temperature gauges.

if used hurriedly zt town speeds, yet
needed a very firm pressure on the pedal
when a check from 7(1 m.p.h. or So was
necessary. The twist-tom-release hand-
brake was thoroughly effective nn hills of
the 1-in-4~ order.

Riding comfort over very varied sur-
faces at all arts of speeds was commend-
ab(y good, whether judged by the driver
or fmm the hack seat, even though the
springs are firm enough t~ suit a car which
can carry a heavy load of passengers and
lu~QagF. Aided bye an anti-roll torsion bar
at the front, these c~,rin$s allow a car
which is not especially low-hi~ilt to cnrner
with very little body rill or tyre squeal.
Fine weather predominated during our
test, but despite its conventionally no~e.-
heavy weight distribut.i~n the wide-track
Holden seemed to havF quite ~~d trac-
tion nn loose-surfaced hills.
Perhaps one can regard climatic differ-

ences t~etween Australia and England as
explaining the provision of a fine cold-a.ir
ventilator (with controllable intake shi~tt.er
t~elow the windscreen) bait only an o~ti~nal

~`

ORTHODOX in design and tuned to
develop maximum torque on low-
priced grades of Petrol, the six-
cylinder engine is narrow and thus

accessible despite being partially

recessed into the scuttle.

recirculatory interior heater with none-too-
effective windscreen cie-misting jets. C2uiet
when the variable-speed fan was set to
run slowly, the heater coped well with
cool autumn weather, and as a {partly-open
scuttle ventilator delivered its cold air
quite near to the recirculatory heater, the
use of bath together provided a rather
patchy form of fresh air heating. Our test
car carried the optional Air Chief radio,
with five. dress-buttons and marn~al toning,
operating only nn the medium waveband
but with a very large speaker built into the
centre of the facia: this radio was plea~-
antly little troubled by interference, and
the volume control could be turned up to
give output almost worthy of a public
address system without the quality of
reception beco:ninq seriously distorted.
A cigar lighter, under the same lid as a
big ashtray, is part of the facia panel's nor-
mal complement of gadgets. A ring on the
steering wheel controls a rather poor hem,
and a mechanical pump prevents vacuum-
operated windscreen wipers stopping d~ir-
ing acceleration, but the wiped areas are
disappointi~iQly small,
Temperatures during our test did not

sink quite to freezing point overnight, and
the engine started much more readily from
cold if the accelerator pedal was "pumped"
once than if the choke was used. With a
thermostat-controlled hot-spot in the inlet
manifold it was immediately ready for
work, and would idle regularly almost at
once. The presence of an accelerating
pump on the carburetter did not introduce
any difficulties in starting a hot engine. Oil
consumption of the test model during

Specification
Engine

Cylinders ... ... 6
Bore ...
Stroke ... ...

... 76.2 mm.
... .. 79.4 mm.

Cubic capacity ...
Piston area ...

.. ... 2.170 c.c.
... ... 42.4 sq. in.

Valves ... Pushrod o.h.v.
Compression ratio
Carburetter

7~1
Bendix-Stromberg

BXOV-1 downdraught
Fuel pump.. AC mechanitnl incorporating

vacuum pump
Ignition timing control ... Centrifugal

an~i vacuum
Oil filter ... .. Suction gauze on pump

(by-pass fitter optional extra)
Max. power (gross)
at .. ...

70 b.h.p.
... ..4,000 r.p.m.

Piston speed at max. b.h.p. 2,080 (t./min.

Transmission

Clutch .. Borg &Beck B-in.

Top ge~~r (s/m)
single dry plpte

.. 3.888
2nd g<~ar (s/m)
1st ge!ir

... .. 6.18
... 11.63

Reverse ..
PmpPller shaft ...

... 11.63
Single-piece open

Final drive .. .. Hypoid bevel
Top gear m.p.h. at 1,000 r.p.m. 18.15
Top gear m.p.h. at 1,000 ft./min.

piato~ speed ... ... 34.8

Chassis

Bakes .. Hydraulic self-energizing
Bake drum internal diameter .. 9 in.
Fritti~n lining area
Suspension:

.. 95.6 sq. in.

Front: Indr.pcndent by coil springs, trans-
vFrsF wishbc,nes and anti-roll torsion
bar.

Rear ..

Shock absorbers ...

4-leaf semi-elliptic springs
and rigid axle

GMH Uelco telescopic
Steering gear ..
Tyres ...

Re-circulating ball
6.40--13 tubeless (4-ply)

quite hard driving was slight, a pint being
added after about 6(Kl miles.

If there is any single reason for the
Holden dominating Australia's motoring
scene in a way for which it is hard to find
a counterpart anywhere else in the free
world, it must be that General Motors-
Holdens Ltd. offer Australian customers
a lot more car for their money than do other
manufacturers. The one size of car on
which they concentrate obviously appeals
to a great propt~rtion of Australian motor-

Coachwork an
Starting handle ... .. ... None
Buttery mounting ... Alongside engine on left
lack ... ... .. Side-lift pillar type
lacking points One each side

beneath door pillar
Standard tool kit: Tool bag containing screw-

driver, combination pliers, wheel nut and
sparking plug cpan~er with handle.

Exterior lights: 2 headlamps, 2 sidelamps~
fToshers, 2 stop/tailJflasher lamps, number
plate lamp.

Number of electrical fuses... 5 fuses plus 1
circuit breaker

Direction indictors Self-Cantelli~g flashers
(white front, red rear)

Windscreen wipers: Vacuum-operated self-
parking two-blade, with engine-driven
vacuum booster pump.

Windscreen washers .. Optional extra
Sun visors .. ... Two, univr.rsally pivoted
Instruments Speedometer with non-trip deci-

mol distance recorder, fuel contents gauge.
Warning I~ghts: Dynamo charge, oil pressure.
water temperature, headlamp main beam,
turn indicators.

Locks:
With ignition key: Ignition/starter switch
(can be left free for use without key),

fists as providing a sensible combination of
roominess and performance with moderate
running costs. 'The practical advantages
secured by developing one basic design for
more than 10 years have, in Australia,
obviously outweighed the commercial
advantages which lead manufacturers else-
where in the «~orld to introduce. new
mcxiels with greater frequency.

The World Copyright of this ortide and ilfustrotions
is strictly reserved tQ Temple Press limittd, 1959

d Equipment
either front door, glove box, luggage
locker.

With other keys ... .. .. None
Glove lockers One on facia with lockable lid
Map pockets ... ... ... None
Parcel shelves Behind rear scat
Ashtrays One on f4cia, one behind front seat
Cigar lighters .. ... One on focia
Interior lights: One in roof, with courtesy

switches nn front doors
Interior heater Optional extra re-circulating

heater and screen de-mictf~r
Car radio Optional extra Air Chief
Extras available: Heater, radio, windscreen

washers, windscreen sunshade, radiator
grille emblem, rent window venetian blind.
rear wheel covers, bonnet ornament, sent
covers, mud flaps, exterior mirror, glnve
locker lamp, IockinG fuel cop, oil filter,
second horn, fitted suitcases, luggage locker
Iamp, parcel shell, etc.

Upholstery material Flascofab plastic
floor covering Rubber mats
Exterior colours standardited Twelve colours

(also two-tone combinations)
Alternative body styles: Standard sedan, busi-

ness sedan, station sedan (also open and
closed van bodies).

Maintenance
Sump ... ... ... 6 pints, S.A.E. 20
Gearbox 1} pints, S.A.E. 90 gear oil

before b.d.c. and closes 6° after t d.c.
Tappet clenronces:

Rear axle 2~j pints, S.A.E. 90 hypoid gear oil
Steering gear lubricant ... S.A.E. 90 or 140

Inlet ...
Exhaust ...

0.008 in.
0.012 in.

EP gear oil Front wheel toe-in ... 0.062-0.18A in.
Cooling system capacity .. .. 16 pints

(2 drain taps)
Camber angle .. ... 0'-2"

Chassis lubrication: By grease gun every 1,000 Castor a~gle .. 1°-2"
5"tulles to 16 points.

rifler timing ... 2" before t.d.c. static
Steering swivel pin inclination
Tyre pressures:

...

Contact-breaker gap .. 0.012-0.016 in.
Sparking plug type... 14 mm. AC type 46-514
Sparking plug gap ... 0.028-0.033 in.
Valve timing: Inlet opens 4° before t.d.c. and
doss 40" after b.d.c.; exhaust opens %~

Front ... ... ... .. 22-241b.
Rear ... ... ... .. 22-281b.

according to load
Brake fluid ... .. Nasco or Telco
Battery type and capacity 12 volt, 50 amp. hr.
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Make : Holden -_--------- -_--- TY~e : 5peci~~l Sedan (FC series)

IVlakers : General .Motors-~~-~olde~~.~ Ltd., Fishermen's Bend,
~Iictori~, South. Australia

(Test model made ac•ailahle by courtesy of Joseph Lucas Lfd. and Vauxhall Motors Ltd.)

TRACK :_ 
FRONT ~y~ /~`- OVERALL WIDTH S=6yi
REAR ~~ t ~~~~ a

Test Data ~~ f
The Word Copyright of this nrti~l~ and illustrations
rs strictly re~~rveA (t~ Tempfe Press l.~mit~A, 1959

CONDITIONS ~ Weather: MiIA and dry with strong
gucty wind. (Temperature 55°-57`f., Barometer
29.7•Z9,8 in.Hg.) Su.(ace: Dry tarred macn~fom.
fief: Regular-yr~dP hump (~etro! (o{>prnx. A2 RP-
seorch Method Ocione Rotinq).

INSTRUMENTS
Speedometer at 30 m.p.h. Accurate
Speedometer of 60 m.p.h. ... 2^-;, fast
Distance recorder ... ... ... 2",.;, siow

22'~~ -- 
_ . ' 7 f

13 v,' a~~,,,''~/
GROUND CIEAIIANCE 6K'

SCALE t ~ SO ---~1' ---- ------- ------

14=8~<-

SFAT TO ROOF 12"

WEIGHT

Kerb weight (unladen, buy with nil,
water and fuAl for clpprox. 50
miles)... ~ ... 21 } cwt.

Front lrear distrihutic~n of kerb weight 56/44
Weight Iad~~ ~s tc~;tFd ?S rw►.

MAXIMUM SPEEDS

Flying Quarter Mile
Mean n( four oppocite rune ..

~
84.3 m.p.h.

Best one-way time equals P8.7 m.p.h.

"Moximile" Speed. (Timed quarter mile after
one mite ~ccelcrating lrnm rest):

Mean of four oppocit~ runs ... .. 8?.4 m.p.h.
R-,ct onF-way time equo~c . . 86.5 m.p.h.

Spied in q~arY

Max. speed in 2nd gear .. 60 m.p.h.
Mnx, speed in lat yea~~ ... 32 m.p.h.

FUEL CONSUMPTION

38.0 m.p.q. at constant .30 m.p.h. nn level.
32.5 m.p.g. nt cc+nst~nt 40 m.p. h. on IP.vrI,
29.0 m.p.q at «instant 50 m.p.h. on level.
25.0 m.p q. at cnn~tnnt 6G m.p h. on IPvel.

HOIOEN SEDAN

FLOQR TO IIOQF 18
SCREEN FRAME TO F100l1 ID'S

SEAT TO ROOF l6"

Z1.n m.p.a, nt ~!?n;t~nt IU m p h, nn Ipv~l. gEAR DOOM ~

Overall Fuel Consumption fog 942 mils. 40.4 /1CCElERA710N TIMES from standstill ACCELERATION TIMES on Upper Ratios

gallnnc, ~Qi~nl~ 73.'1 ~,~.p a. (1).1 litrec/100 km.)• 0-30 m.n.h. 5.0 sPr. lip 2nd

0-40 m.p.h. 9.0 Scc. 
gear qE,a~.

Touring Fuel Consumption (m.p.g. at steady p_50 m.p.h. 13.4 seq. 
~0-30 m.p.h. ... 9.3 sec. 5.6 sec

Sp~F.i mitlw~lY I,~tv~~~n 30 m.p.h. and maxi- 20 40 m.p.h. ... 9.9 spc. 6.0 sec

mvm, I~s~ S^;; ~Ilcrwon~~ for acc~lrrat~~n) 0-60 m.p.h. .. 19.6 sFc. 3Q-50 m.p.h. ... 11.2 sec. 7 5 c~c

24.7 m.p.q. 0-10 m.p.h. 30.3 sec. 4p-(,p m.p.h. 12.8 sec.

Fuel tank canoc~lY (maker's figure) 9# q~lfonc Standing quarter mile .., 21.6 cec. ~i0-70 rrt.p.h. 18.6 sec.

HILL CLIMBING ac susca~ned sceadr speeds BRAKES from 30 m.p.h.

Mnx. gradient nn t~~n gc'or .. 1 in 9 1 (Tapley 245 Iblton) ~ 91 a r~tardotion ~PQl1iVQICnL 1A 33 R. StOpP~~1C) l~iSt7rlCf~ with 120 Ib. pedal prec:urP

Max. grodi!~nt nn 1~d gear 1 in 5.7 (Tapley ~9~ Ibfton)
O.H4 a r~t~rdatinn (aquivnlcnt to 36 ft. ctopning distonte) with 10Q Ib. pt'dal pretsurt`

STEERING

Turning circles brtw~~n kerbs 
0.71 q rptardatinn (Fquiv~l~nt to 41~ ft. stopping distance) with 1i Ib. pedal prF«,i re

~,,(t ... .. 35 feet ~,~i0 g retardation (equivol~nt to 60 ft. stopp+nQ distance) wirh 50 Ih. ~~~irll ~,.~tisiirn
Right 35# fFet

Turns of ctef•rinq wheFl from Iock to lock 3~ 0.32 q rFtardativn (egvivolent to 94 h. sto~~ing distance) with 25 Ib. pedal ~~~ r ;~+~rr

"~~ ~14~ ~,15~~16\)~171~18~~19 2~115~(21~

~----- - - _ `.'~ Fes] ---

j" /

Il ~ .~
\ ...~

""'y
\ _ -a ~,`- 1

~~

..
/ '~

C___ - U ~ r~ > ~ ~,

/

~~~ (7~/ 4~y (~ 8) 9~~10~11I)(.12~ `•.'3:5~C6)

1, Gear IPv~r. 2. Horn ring. 3, C~ire<tion indicator
switch. 4, Heater and ~djuctable shutters.

switch. 10. Lights switch. 11, I ockohtP ignitinn! cnnt~nts gauq~. t7, 5pc~d~ni~t~r. 1R, O
5. Starter 5witth. 12, 1-landbrnke. 13, Bonnet patch ~.re;~ure worn~ng I~ght. 19, ()ynnm~ chain

ScutTl~ vent <n~~trol. 6. Rodin. 1, F-i~adl~mp diU relrc~cr. 14, C4ggr ligh(~r (in r~tihtray Mrr~t). warning tight. 20, ~Nat~r 1em~c'~'!]I~li'r yyn~ntn

~wit~h. R, Ch~iLr ~t~ntrnl. Q, Winclur~rn wi►~ers 15, C)~rettinn indirnlnr we~rninq light. 1h. F»~I I~ght. 1~. F{~nte^r (pan cw~tch

11 n l+~i~~,Y~i~ecrin~,r

r~T~t~~~,.,~,k

FUNDAMENTALS of the best-selling car from "down under" ore on
in-line six-cylinder o.h.v. engine which puts the emphasis on low-sped
torque and has changed little in an 11-year period, installed in a
chassisless steel hull of which the estate-car version is illustrated above.
Visible in the engine compartment are two of the mounting paints for

a rubber-cushioned front cross member.
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SUSPENSION on the Holden which is the subject of today's
Road Test Report is on highly-developed orthodox lines.
The rear axle is set five inches ahead of the miQ-point of
each rear spring, I.f.s. is by toil springs and wishbones.
and all springs are controlled by telescopic dampers and

rubber buffers.

AUSTRALIAN: This week we achieve along-standing
ambition, by publishing a Road Test

Report upon Australia's own car, the Holden. ~luch of the
success of this model obviously stems from its availability in
Australia at a price so moderate that its only direct competitors
are substantially smaller cars. But we were interested to find
that even when used on the opposite side of the worlJ to its
designed terrain, the Holden's highly-developed orthodoxy pru-
vided motoring which was in most respects excellent. As a back-
ground to our Road Test Re~rt, it seems topi~l to use this
week's Technics page for some ~Ilustrations of the Holder's com-
ponent parts which help to explain "what makes it tick."

POWER: Whilst the car has grown slightly, the
Holden engine has undergone no more

than a process of refinement since its ~ntrociuction i l years ago.
The compression ratio has gone up fractionall}~, from 6.5 1 to
7/1, and the inlet valve head diameter from 1.2t~ in. to 1.34 in.,
so that there is now 7U b.h.p. gross at -1,()0(1 r.p.m. instead of
fi(1 b.h.p. at 3,8(x1 r.p.m. But this remains basically the same
76.2 mm. x 79.4 mm. "six," with only 1(1° of valve overlap and
developing its maximum torque of 110 Ib. ft. gross at only 1,~()U
r.p.m. Entirely happy on 82-octane fuel in England, this engine
has a rreaximum b.m.e.p. of 125 lb.rsy. in., and its toryue charac-
teristics make the three-speed gearbox very acceptable : there is
no synchromesh on 1st gear, but that ratio meshes easily, even
though it is not dog-engaged but involves a helical gear sliding on
helical splines.

RIDE: Twu drawings shoe the orthodox su5-
pension which is retained for this car,

and which with mcxiern rubt~er buffers as will as modern tele-
scopic dampers (replacing lever-arm units un earlier Holders)
give very gcxxi results. The front suspension retains a conven-
tiona! king-pin whereas ball joints are nou~ in fashion for ne~~
designs, and threaded wishEwne bearings are used : rubber sound
insulation separates the complete front suspension cross member
from the car's one-piece steel hull. At the other end of the car
there are semi-elliptic springs 48 inches long and 2 inches wide,
with plastic inserts at the tips of their four leaves: the axle is
located S enches ahead of the centres o1~ the rear springs. As our
Road "Test Report nn pages E~3-b(16 mal:.es plain this system
works very satisfactorily at popular cruising speeds on very
varied roads.
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A co~~la of useful restoration HOLDEN
tips this months continuing with the
theme of crakes;-

PARTS SUPPLIERS1. very often otherw~.se sound wheel
cylinders on older cars develop seized
or broken bleed nipples such that they
cannot cue easily bled. Tho war round t~elow is a list of suppliers and
the problem an Holders (and ma.n~y enthusiasts who have contacted the
other cars) is to remove tree Drake Register offering help to members.
shoes perta.~.na.ng to the particular Ple~.se noto that inclusion does not
cylinders and removing one p~..gton imply a r ;commenci~.t~on.
s uff iciently tar to tilt the rubtaer
soal slightly downWarcts out of the A ie Le ltoux ~`'~otors PO Box 1+93P s s
bore, as in the diagra.~o Kemp ton Pk 1620, South Africa.
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Dave rsarry, F 0 ~sOx l.~6 ~ EPP ~g ~
~~,, T ~, a r' ~~~ v ~a r ~ N.S.W. 2121 Australia e orts
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cars s Parts literature.

--+ti .~ ,V

L1 ~~~ ~ 4 ~' Edaie Ford Publications , N erg teed 3li,6;~
-+ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~' %;j~~~~ 5 ~~ ~- v ictori_a, Australia -publishes

Allow the cylinder to f ~i.11 with fluid classic car magazines &nooks .
from the ma. ~ ter cylinder until it ~ us t
starts rlmnin~ out of the gaps at whicY~ The Lions lien, 9 Goodwin St.~ East
point you press the piston back into Ipswich, (~].~i..43o5 Australia -large
the bore ens wring t~ho opposite piston GMti & N A:~ 0 parts stockist t or
doQsn ~ t pop out &release your Holders (inc. prewar) . Sample prices
precious fluid. next issue.

llo not press the Drake pedal at aJ.l
.Ma,gnetia ~^lotor9 , 666 mouth Rd.during this operation; in fact this ,

Moora,b~in victoria 3189method is handy if you can't get an
Acs tralia ~, Holden pa..ntsassistant. This is also an ideal o

occasion to check tie cylinder bores
Keith Owen, 1J. ~yara Ste, Goodn~,t'or scoring and the rub~~er seals for
43a-, ~ld.o ~ Australia - wi.11 sw~.pwear - if arty damage is present have
Holden arts for Zodiac ~k IIIthem replaced. Dcm~t forgot to wipe P~r~ pQery enfi~husiastieooff any stray fluid from e~cternal

parts bafore it runs paint or I~ Sa~cton, 96 r'rere R.d., Vincent,clo h
'~a:~t London 52l+7, South Africa

2a If you are carrying out a complete enth~iast who will send parts

overhaul Qf the Braking system, y-ou
and old magazines.

could consider tah<: use of silicon
~~ussex chrome ~o., 39 Salisbury Rd.,brake fluid. 1t is non-hygroscopic

(it aoesn't absorb water) so its all Tilgate~ Crawley, West Sussex

i~~~ortant boiling point does not
RH l~ 5 Lx -large & sma.~l chrome

decrease with age unlike ordinary items stripped and replated.

f luid~ aru~ it will. not corrode brake
cylinders. It won't da.ma.~e paintwork ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
i f 9 p i l le d ~ either . __ - "~"~ ~ ._,.,,, t~---~.:' -'I
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ion,a.11y compress isle giving the
'spongy'
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~ ~~~~~ ~~J~'~ Ybrakes a slightly feel cut

if the sys tam is properly bled there
-

should still bo plenty of brake ~ --: ,~~,
pecxal travel to allow for this. scan
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HR PREMIER X2. Completely restored, fully optioned all originalIf you have any LL~3 Af Ll.~.. tl~JB ! d0 accessories, truly immaculate, nn cost spared, 3.36 L. S. D. Heavy DutyPowerglide, full tint windscreen,1,6 t, us share ~l.AIl1 — S~ri(~ ~"1.E3II1 t0

1 ~

air conditioning, dower discs, DraRways,air shocks must be seen, suit genuine enthusiast ~l x,000 Firm.t,~'12 ~~lt.Ox'• Sun~hinc C~c,ast old

It is with regret that I have to
report the sad passing of Bolden
erit~h~iast and respected motoring
journalist A.ridrew 'f~hyte . Andrew wr~..s
ins trum~rital in helping memuer Ia.in
Brazier decide to bey a 1y56 FE
t-~olden; his article "Hurr~py Holden"
in 1'hor~ughbrea &classic gars ~ urie
1986 is eminently readaoleo

Our condolences go to his t'amily.

C1n 23rd July Publicity Ufficor
Ken Garner did the Register proud tier
attending, on our behalf ~ a meeting
of the Historic vehicle ~ lubs ~ ~ tee ,
who is the off is ial wa tctidog of
motoring legislation relating to old
cars and corn~,~rcial9. Without their
presence mar~,y old cars may have had
to be radically modifiad before
c ontinu:ing to be us ~d on our roads ~
and we Holden owners ~ whose cars at
oast dubiDus~y comply with modern
U.K. regulations particularly of
lighting & tirr~.kin~ s~steu~ have
cause to be gratet'ul to the committee,
especially regarding entry into ~ z~ree
trade ~ uit~hLuropa in 1992. Perhaps
you wo ula care to s u~clit a report
t'or the ' Business ~ fen':

~ Don't forget the huge Beaulieu
Auto j amble on Sat 1(~h &Sun 11th
September -see press f'or details.

~T ~ up N orth ~ Wheels ~88 takes place in

Harrogate on .gat 17tt1 &Sun 18tr1
September anti con: fists of all kinds
of vehicles and a big auto j umule -
r ing 021-4.14-1540 t or more info.
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~ I t~,s recently sent news of some
f orthcomir~g events to be Held at the
~riti.sh Cornrnercial Vehicle Museum in
King Streets Leyland, Lancs PR5 llEo
(fin September 25tri th~i.r~ Grand Autumn
ti.ally takes place at ~,nc~ster nousa~
Lsylanc~; on :gat 29th ~c ~:ur~ 30th Oct.
thare Will bQ a Parts Kefuroishment
show anct ~ uto j umti le anti on 5 unday
2'?th t~ovem~er a Swapmeet will take
placed aouncts uset'ul, bearing in mind
tio7.~den make commercial vehicles t000

~If you know of a~~,y worfihwtiile event
coming u~ in your area, send retails
to the editor in time f'or the i~ovem~~:r
iss u~ o Ills v if yo ~z have ra_Llied your
Holden this season l~:t~s have your
story ~- a clear photo, colour or t~c~.
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'~~~0 MODEL ~F B.:.HOLDEN Totally immaculate origin~r
condition, current N. S.W. All Holden Day F. B. conwurs champion. Pink
and white duce, most original accessories. $6,000

Next Issue----~-------------------

i~ovemeer 2~th next is the ~.Oth
anniversary of the liol~en car {as
opposed to Holden-bodied vehicles )
so We Will be ~;eletirating in style.
Also t~h~ re wi 11 be more oY yc~~~ litters
articles and news. H.B. S is dui out
in early ~vovemr~er so please sand all
netJslet-Ler correspondence tier 28t~t1 Oct
to the r~~itor, ~~atrick ~lemphill -
my addres' is in tht: front.
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