
ACROSS DOWV

1. Apolitical leader of wisdom 1. This Holden was out of the ordinary.
and integrity. 2. The HR was'----- smooth.

6. The last~Holden with Powerglide. 3. The FX and 48-215 are one and the
8. Fisherman's ----. ----.
9. Torana model (not very common). 4. Alcoholic drink.
10. Head of government or luxury 5. The FJ had plenty of this.

Holden. 7. Nickname for an Australian state.
12. Sporty Torana. 9. Holden auto.
13. Eskimo's house. 11. Not the grey motor.
16. HR upholstery type. 12. How Holden advertisements described
18. Many Holden victories were at the Torana.

-- Panorama. 14. Lamp.
1o. Aboriginal for "to fly". 15. Holden's the ---- car for me!
21. Holden proving ground. 16. Just the Holden for the beach.
22. Motor cycle race: Isle of t•1an --. 17. Will you e~~er stop liking Holdens?
24. Old Holdens never ---. 2D. It made tt.e HZ handle.
25. Holden's magic ------ finish. 23. First Holden with 4 on the floor.
28. Australian out ----. 24. Holden never made one.
29. England's finest? 26. Shor: For identification.
31. You don't have to be this to 27. The so~,►~ce of Holden's first 4

prefer Falcons but it helps. speed.
~2. Slang term for horse. 28. The Holden with the unusual name.
3'i. The last Monaro. 30. ----- Rover.
35. The Monaro was an e~cample of this. 33. Monaro model.
38. Abbreviation for an Australian 36. How Brock won Bathurst in 1979.

state. 37/41. early Holden front suspension.
u~. California's car capital. 39. The 9th Holden.
~~. A family favourite. 41/37. Early Holden front suspension.
~:~~. The one before the HQ. 42. Just like old Holdens, this gets
-. An HQ Monaro. better with aqe.
~~. Made -- Australia. 46. Home of Uncle Sam.
~:c~. Holden is this number. 47. What goes this must come down.
`:.. hot a Holde;~ wagon. 48. Old Holdens keep on keeping --.
:". Popular commercial. 49.. No such Holden!
s~. AbSre~~iation for the Big Apple.
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Pictured oertside a well preserved service station
in thehistoric?asmanian townshipofRoss, ̀thisFC~
took part in Hblden's 40th birthday celebrations.

The market was booming in 1958 when
the FC was introduced; Holden's market share
that year was an enviable 50.3 % ~

Essentially a re-styled FE, the FC
featured exterior refinements such as
ornamental fins on Ghe rear quarter panels,
a simpler Dille which incorporated parking
lights as an extension of the lower bar and
the Holden name across the front of the
bOMet e

There was new trim on the seats,
embossed door trim, a reflector shield around
the instniment cluster and ahalf-circle
horn rim.

Mechanical changes, some of which
were actually introduced on later FE models,
included cylinder head modifications to lift
the compression ratio, improved torque
througta camshaft modifications, minor
changes to suspension, brakes, gear-change
linkages, radiator cap and steering box.

During the F'C's ̀ lifetime', the b00,000th
Holden was produced and the 10, 000th
exported.

The total number of FCs built remained
a record until the advent of the EH in 1963.

~'Chlll Ca1.S~C~Cd~1011S

MODEL: 1968 FC sedan, 191,724 built fmm
195b-1960.
DIMENSIONS: Overall length 1"r6in., width
67 in., height 61 in., wheelbase 105 in.,
track, 54'~i in. front and rear and weight
23491bs. approx.
ENGINE: 132.5 cu. in. OI-iV sixo
POWER OUTPUT: 70 bhp at 4000 cpm.
'PORQUE: fl 10 ft. lbs at 1400 rpm.
COMPRESSION RATIO; 7.0:1.
TRANSMISSION: Three speed with synchra-
mesh on second and third. Column mounted
shift lever.
SUSPENSION: Front: independent coils,
control awns, stabiliser bar, shock absorbers.
Rear: semi-elliptical leaf springs, shock.
absorbers.
BRAKF,S: Four wheel hydraulic, drums.
PETROL TANI{: 9'~i gallons.
W~~EEL SIZE: 13 x 4.50.
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FJ HOLDEN 'SPECIAL` SEDAN
We are proud to have for sale this FJ Holden Special sedan. 1m~
maculate in every way and travelled very low miles. This would
suit the most fastidious enthusiast. If you're looking for an in-
vestment in the future or the sheer joy of driving one of the
truly grea! cars in our motoring history ...look no further.

GQ4D DEAL MOTORS
282 GYMPIE ROAD, KEDR~N

PN: 350 1022 A/N: ~ s~ s
3511355 Mt
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Department of the Environment
An Roinn Com~shaoil

Vehicle Registration Unit,
Shannon Town,
Co. Clare.

~e June 1989.

Mr. W.C. O'Neill,

29 Allen Park Drive,

Stillorgan,

Co. Dublin.

Telephone° 061-364901

F"ax: 364901

of i . :i ~iii~ii i.► ~ i:~ ~

An Rannfig Chl~iraithe Feithiclf,
Baffle na Sionainne,
Conndae an Chl~ir.

Dear Mr. O'Neill,

I wish to refer to your letter requesting details of 'Holden`

vehicles and to explain that when the computerised National Vehicle

File which contains details of all vehicles registered in the country

was established it was decided that only vehicle makes which had a

significant market share whould be individually identified on the

system. As Ho~den and indeed numerous other lesser known makes

only occupy a very small segment of the overall fleet it is not

possible to identify them on an individual basis.

It is regretted that we cannot be of assistance~to you in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~

G. O'Malley.
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REPUTATIONS can be
deceiving. Halden's hot-
shot SS V8 has grown up
with a name that is a trifle
Loud and a touch anti-
social.

Not any more. This long
running and most success-
ful of the home-grown
sports sedan has been to
the Holden -school of de~
portment.

Out it comes with a styl-
irg package just right in
its blend of subtlety and
flair and a revamped V8
engine that is simply the
best of its type in the
world.

The SS remains hot
property for the young
lions and Lhose enthusias-
tic oldies who refuse to
grow up, but its new-found
sophistication has cast a
much wider net.

Hoidens has scheduled
1750 SSs for the full year
and if waiting lists for V8s
;n Holden 'showrooms
around the country are
any indication, they will
be quickly snapped up.

At $26,400 for the five-
speed manual and X26.900
`car the four-speed auto, the
SS 1s a steal for those who
want soul stirring perform-
ance and a highly visible
profile.

There are provisos of
course — "steal" being the
operative word, at the tap
of the list. There are places
an SS should never be legit
alone, particularly after

THE SS remains hot property for the young lions and those enthusiastjc
oldies who retuse to grow up.

dark, and a few hundred
extra dollars for a decent
alarm system is a must.

Also the interior is
rather bland and the ride
over rough edges is
ragged.

The 33 costs about
;'►3000 more than the model
on which it is based, the
Executive V8 Commodore.
All of the extra money
goes into body styling, sus-
pension and Interior trim.
The engine and transmis-
sion are untouched.

The body kit includes
well-proportioned front
and back spollers, neat
side skirts, body striping
and fog lights and a choice
of PhoeNx red or Atlas
grey paint.

Special alloy wheels run
on wide 20565 low proIIle
tyres and a limited slip diti
and the FE2 sports sus-
pension sits 20 mm Iower
than standard and uses
firmer springs and rear gas
shockers.

Inside there !s special SS
cloth trim on the seats and
doors, afour-spoke steer-
ing wheel from Lhe Calais,
'a four-speaker stereo sys-
tem and a tachometer.
Output hom the 5.0 litre

port heel tr~ected and elec-
tronically-tuned V8 1s 185
kW at 4400 rpm and 385
Nm of torque at 3600 rpm.
A near new auto on Lest

sprinted from rest Lo 100
kmh in 7.9 secs, quicker
than any standard SS be-
fore it, and i! the law
allowed could be stretched
to 165 in third before selec~

ting top and surging on to
an estimated tap of 215
kmh.

Power !s smooth, quiet
and egortless. Town run-
ning requires little more
than a gentle touch on the
throttle and highway-
cnUsing at the legal limit
has the engine ticking over
at a lazy 2000 rpm.
Acceleration at any speed
is electrifying.

Normal driving, with the
occasional squirt to tickle
the senses will return an
average of 13 litres every
l00 km (22 mpg). The open
road Bgure can be stretch-
ed to around 11.3 litres
every 100 km giving a use-
tW range of around ?00 km
tom the 95 litre tank.
lfiere 3s no doubt the SS

is a quick car, but tt 1s also
tractable, stable and weU
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behaved with no tildden
vices far the unwarty.

The auto gets its power
tv the ground smartly and
utiless provoked is surprl-
stngly hee of wheelspin,
even In the wet.
A deep-throated ex-

haust note remains, but
the lumpy tumble of old
has gone. Low speed run-
ning is smoother and the
engine now spins easily to
higher revs than before.
The FE2 suspension im-

proves handling and con-
ering over the standard 4 8
but at the expense of ride
qualjty. The fltmer sprir:g
and damper rates are
harsh over broken edges.
provoke bump thump over
secondary surfaces and
add to the VN's sideways
pitch at speed on rough
roads.
The SS is the fourth V8

in Holden's volume line-
up. It will be joined later in
the year by the two special
versions, the 9V 5000 and
the Group A, and then tre
V8 Statesman —not bad
for an engine that was only
just saved fiom the axe
five years ado.
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