B COMPARISON

2-LITRE
SEDANS.

JUST WHICH ON
REALLY IS
TOP OF ITS CLASS?

RO TOvOT™A reasan
4 *" CAMIRA ~ |- TELSTAR CAMRY - PINTARA
SLXSEDAN* | GL SEDAN CS SEDAN GX SEDAN
PRICE S17032 $17.325 $17,805 $17.205
ENGINE SIZE (itres) 20 20 20 20
POWER W) 85 68 88 78
TORQUE (Nm) s 150 7 160
0-100km/h (seconds) ar n3 104 1.4
60-90km/h (seconds) 39 “Est. longer 5.0 46
80-110knvh (seconds) 54 “Est. longer 55 70
ECONOMY City) 90 105 90 100
ke (Hway) &2 72 6.8 94
- e AS2H77 \wen.

It happens every day.

For all the right reasons you decide
it's time to get out of your big car and into
something smaller.

And the first thing you think of is
how much you miss the extra kick of your
previous car.

Of course, if you were to think a
lile harder, the second thing you might
think of is: “Is there a 4 cylinder car that
has the performance of a 6 cylinder?"

And the answer 1o that is “Yes!”

Holden Camira is powered by a
fuel-injected 2-litre Camtech engine that
not only outperforms every car in its class
but aiso more than one 6 cylinder car.

JUST WHAT iS PERFORMANCE?

" If you wanted to extend the mean-
ing . of performance, you could include
everything, including braking, cornering
and so on, but we think most car owners
would agree withi us that it's concerned
mainly with acceleratiorr from standsuill,
mid-range acceleration, passing power
and fuel economy.

The best measure of a car’s sporting
character is the zero to 100kmh test - an
unforgiving sprint to high speed that
clearly separates the men from the boys.

Mid-range acceleration is a measure
of how fast-a car accelerates from around
60kmh to 90kmh - a situation you can find
yourself in almost any time you enter a
freeway or expressway from a branch road.
where split seconds are critical.

Passing power refers specifically to
the time it takes a car o accelerate from
80kmh to perhaps 110kmh on certain
highways.

[n other words. the time vou spend
in the danger lane when overtaking against
oncoming traffic.

Economy, as you'd expect. is the
measure of a car’s ability to do all the
above things using a minimum of fuel.

In_every one of these four per-
formance tests, Holden Camira comes out
a clear winner (not to mention that it’s the
lowest priced as well).

So what next?

Well. any time is a good time to visit
your Holden Dealer for a test drive. but
now is an especially good time; because
until August Bth he's offering big factory
bonus deals on all Camiras.

And it's pretty hard to top that!
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G day,

I hope you enjoy the varied
contents of the latest "Holden
Business ". In this issue we
will be looking at Holden's
newest success, the UN Commodore
as seen through the eyes of the
R.A.CaV. (Royal Automobile Club
of Victoria), The Sun newspaper
(not ours!) and the Adelaide
Sunday Mail. 1 wonder how many
of us will be tempted to import
one? We will also look at the
rest  of the current range as
well as a brief flashback to
February & March of years gone
by.

At a recent Register committee
meeting the current state of the
Club was assessed (sound) as
well as establishing plans for
something very excitina - our
first "Holden Weekend"! Member
Guy Hardy 1is to host it; more
details in the “"news"” column.

I am sorry to report that the
editorial Holden HE has had to
go to a new home — Silchester in
Hampshire to be exact.
unfortunately I gather the new
owner has not joined the
register yet, but perhaps when
he eventually needs parts or
constructive advice he will come
running! Like all other members
he will be made very welcome
when he does join.

Talking of parts, our register
will (hopefully) soon hold 1in
stock some gasket sets and other
consumables for our cars to save
sending to Australia for them.
Watch this space

HOLDEN EK (1961-62)

We warmly welcome new member
Jason Chatwin, " of R.S.D. &o0A,
Smithton 7330 Tasmania,
Australia. See his letter below.

Apart from the only
locally-known HE changing hands
news has emerged of an older
Holden from the Vauxhall Owners
Club. A 1936 Vaurhall DX
roadster with Holden body was
expected to arrive in the U.EK.
last December with a view to
b2ing =old here. My contact has

heard nothing since, but if you
are interested pleass contact me
for all details to hand.




We are reminded by wvarious
organisations that this year’'s
rally season 15 fast

approaching. to be forewarned is
to be forearmed, of course; they
are assuming that our treasures
will be spick’'n span, taxed and
filled with petrol in order to,
be driven/coaxed/pushed to the
many events! well, here’'s an
event vyou MUST NOT miss— The
Holden U.K. Registers”™ first
Holden Weekend, to be held near
Haverfordwest, South Wales on
June 10th and 1ith, 198%9. Come
along with or without your
Holden and bring the family -you
will be made very welcome.

* X%

If Vo have any problems
restoring or running vour Holden
contact any Committee member who
will do his best to help you
h a wview to attending the
The sugoested itinerary
as follows Saturday June 10th
- members make their own way to
accommodation  and meet  at the
Wolfe Inn, Wolfs Castle at 7
for dinner  at  Bpm this dinner
will be an informal get-together
500 members can get to kEnow each
other. Cost of dinner will be
about £10-£15% including wing.
Sunday June 1lth 31—~ Members maks
their way to Clun Felin farm
(the rallv site), Wolts castle
for 10am for the Club AGHM and an
inspection of ocars. Tea and
Dirscuits will ke provided.,
Fresentation of awards not to be
cad!) will follow, before
in mid-afternoon.
There may bes SOME spare part
for sale as  well as  lots o
Holden literature, models  and
regalia on displayv. there are
other activities. sightseeing
etc. in the area for the family.

Accommodation

- and at Clun Felin
itself BB at Clun Felin is
each or B%B plus evening meal is

Haverfordwest and
the A40 trunk Rd Clun Felin Farm

Treffoarne

are no plans Tor

wcessively costly,
Joining us!
You could make a heoliday of
Fembrokeshire,

your vacation.
included with this

entry form

A welcome letter was received
from new member Jason Chatwin,

of Smithton, Tasmania:- Joson Q\f\g\*\\, ‘0
R3sD Gon
Srithion 7330
TQSw\om.‘q
Nostaliq

Dear Parrick,
L woould be mteresteal in
rece.‘\nr\g \joorm  Newsletteer a L am a
leen Holden (an ond hove been
for P any \le(.\r:s.t S Only &6 and
\Nlend e tring I Qrsy Car ver
Scon, (Y Wik The Hoden of Caufrze.
M\l Faither v aQlse o YNouden
(N as e has ouned a R.6. Menofo
Couvpe ANA presentaly @uns o
H-Z. Q(r\%swood Statitn \)Q\S on. A4
'~ poment e 1S reardnng G
QL2 E. k. V. Tr was brooght~Cam
o Carmer Who Rad v Sirce v won
Nnew.
T ik T Coan \r\e\p SOy Wit
Nour Cofm (ot problems as T havue
QCCess o a nomber ©f evd Wiecred
Holdens swein as anold Bk Station Wagoen,
+ree  \Wecred F.C. . sedans . ard o
\Wrecked HND scdans. L Nope T Can be
of Some kelp.
Ould SincCerel
. Tasony e mogy i ey sy o it

enjoy
being a member of the Holden
U.KE. FRegister. We have one FC in
the club - the bits may be
useful. R



Auto—Sparks, of Lime Street,
Hull have offered help with
restoration :-—

iring Hamess

Established 1921 Lime Street, Hull, HU8 7AH, England
Telephone: (0482) 20719

Auto-Sparks Limited

Mr PR Hemphill

The Holden UK Register
6 Stour Gardens

Gt Cornord

Sudbury

Suffolk

CO10 OUN

16th January 1989
Dear Mr Hemphill

Replacement Wiring Harnesses

Auto-Sparks Limited is the major manufacturer of replacement wiring harnesses for
British vehicles. Established in 1921, we have built up a comprehensive range of
over 3,000 patterns covering most of the popular collectable vehicles and other ones
which aren't quite so collectable!

Being specialists, we currently manufacture harnesses for all the major Spares
Distributors, Restoration Workshops and Enthusiast Clubs, I enclose our Short form
catalogue for your further information.

Should any members of The Holden UK Register be restoring or repairing their vehicle
and require a replacement wiring harness, we can supply from our Hull factory and
offer a fast and efficient direct service.

Some of your members will already know of us - for those who don't, we would
appreciate a mention of our services in a future editorial of your magazine., I'm
sure you will agree that knowledge of our unique service will be of great help to
those members having difficulty in sourcing a harness for their vehicle.

If The Holden UK Register has a parts service for members, we can offer a discount
for centralised orders - please ask for details.
Assuring you and your members of our best attention at all times.

Yours Sincerely
(-er—enC b

C Walker
Develo t T

PS. If you have any queries or we can be of assistance in any way please do not
hesitate to call or write.

Enclosure
Registered Office: Lime Street, Hull HU8 7AH Registered in England No: 373442
They t A harnesses are [RE-S R uls
automotive cable and 1 be bound in black Lo Farr

and that

ask for full chassis nunber, model serl1es  and

enquiries.

original manufacturers

LOuUr CoainGg wrere |

of vehicie

6

w

A service of a different kind is
offered by Raymond. S. Fenton of
Manchester.

Raymond S. Fenton

199A HEYWOOD ROAD, PRESTWICH, MANCHESTER M25 S5LB. Tel:0836 717773

14th February 1989

Dear }’;(“ '(. / (“ ,‘31/[“){/",;(.-(.,

I would like to offer members of your club a
special service vhich may be of interest to them (an¢d yourself).I spec-
ialise in original oil paintings of motor vehicles from good quality
photographs (colour or black and white).This is a high quality service,
with a money back guarantee of satisfaction,but at a very reasonable
cost.Unmounted canvases are as follows: 12"x16"(£65),16"x20"(£70),
20"%24"(£75),24"x32"(£80),24"x36"(£85),24"x48"(£95) and 36"x48"(£105)
-all inclusive of postage and packing.A mounting and framing service
is also available.Delivery time is 3-4 weeks.

Other subjects are also undertaken,including portraits (young
and old,human ané¢ animal) although prices way vary from above.

I hope I can be of service to you ané your fellow enthusiasts.

Yours sincerely,

e * i

. 3 gk R

Raymond S.Fenton



Just as this issue 1s about to
be pasted up, comes &

letver Trom R

cbin Tripp orF &
e 3 = 3 S Bt <5 L i o 5
Hent \JtAr%hVet, Gresnzlop FEBRUARY (%&3 saw the launch of
Brisbane 4120. we will publas the th. =eries the HD.
”1‘% 1‘—“:‘;” in  Tull R & a in reirospect not one of the
but here are a few phot ot e better models, it paved the way

forr & boosted power option — the
A2, producing 140 bhp. irom  a
twin—carb. 179 cu.in. Red Motor.
An AZ road test may appear in  a

latest Ydrive to a Tew  spo
arounag the counitryside” 5
puts it ~ ‘a jaunt ot 15,850 bkm!
Dory " & Torg=t, you can aoffer him

fre

dation when he cones to Fotie P el the HD s

L.k, next year, by writin ! I & P, . " y 4
Hiow bt Tie divect o tm b . successor, the similar HR was SRANA LJ GTR- XUI(9-72) Bathurst model, this is a genuine
o A - . considered a much better car - original factory car. Still running all factory mechanicals, red with black
Editar. ask member ken Garner who rUns interior, no rust, no accidents, immaculate condition with A/C Second

owner. $10.500 ono

one ! 178,927 HD models were
puilt in 14 months.

Finally for March, two models of

FANNIE BAY A the Gemini appeared; the TX 1n
7= bl il ; -
DARWIN 1975 and 1ts successor the TO 1n
1277 EBoth were Opel kadett
lookalikes running 1600ce OHC 4
. §med v DE tha Yel ad and extractors, cylinder englnes, taking up
speed ge: x, new paint job, radio cassette, carpeted and bucket seats. s " ~ - £ £
Many other extras all round, a great car. Ph: (066) 21 5689 N.S.W. amek L Torsns Swti o
$5.000 ono
By February 1972 Holden operated
a multi—-model policy; sales of
- the HQO were booming and the new
EYRE HIGHWAY LJ Torana was released.

originally based on the 115%cc

NULLARBOR PLAIN ' HE Yauxhall Viva, the Torana now

used 4 and & cylinder engines
ranging from 115%cc up to 3.3
ool | litres in similar body shells,
ey e & e thus moving away from the "city
i car" image. The LH and TA
Toranas were released in  march
19745 if 6 cylinders were not
enough a 308 cu.in. VB motor was
offered, while the TA was
strictly a 4 cylinder machine.
Meanwhile March 1973 saw the HQ

STAT!

A 1 & weLcoMe To

| SOUTH AUSTRALIA § 4 door Monara GTS unleashed. TD GEMINI SEDAN
! ‘ . Three VB options were offered as Now is your chance to buy one at the
were four gearboxes including a TS s, T SR, i e

4—on—the—-floor Muncie.

PP e LTI RR S § g Rel evat = RO AR

PERTH ‘

(cwb) H.J. G.T.S. MONARO - 307 auto, original genuine 63,000 miles,
log books, 2 owners, lady driver, owners warranty, 12 months N.S.W. reg.
Consider trade, full size U.S. car. $10.000




Special Feature

The all-new
its debut in
September. to date
developed a reputation
"Falcon -
for some years Ford
Holden in the sales
Will Ford be able to
new Holdens’
image” Articles
Royal Auto,
The Sun and The Adelaide
Mail.

eleased in a climate of fuel

shortages and increased en-

viro al conscic

the first Commodore was

supposed to entice Austra-
Jians away from “big" cars. History has es-
tablished that this move was premature
and. almost by accident. Ford's Falcon be-
came Australia’s number one family car.

Such were Holden's fortunes that. in-
cluding recently, it had fallen behind
Toyota to number three spot in terms of
volume on the Australian market.

The release of the VN Commodore is
part of a more streamlined Ho}den‘s ap-
proach to the current new car climate.

As well as being one of the largest Hol-
den sedans ever builtin terms of its interior
space, the “big" concept includes a new
V6 engine displacing 3.8 litres and produc-
ing 125 kW at 4800 rpm and 292 Nm of
torque at 3200 rpm.

The VN model line-up features names
familiar to Commodore showrooms:
Executive, Berlina and Calais.

Wagons, featuring a wheelbase 91 mm
longer than the sedan and claimed to have
more interior space than any Holden
wagon ever built, are available with
Executive and Berlina specifications only.

An “SL" model Commodore, including
a wagon, packaged for fleet use, will be
available on special order. .

For sports-minded buyers. a VN with
“§" specifications is available, and an SS
specification VN will be available early in

1989 fitted with a V8 engine.

Consumer suspicion that the new Com-
modore’s engine, the American-designed
V6, may not match the performance ar)d
economy of the engine it replaces. Nis-
san’s in-line six, has been undermined _by
an engine which, despite a 25 per cent in-
crease in capacity. is 5 kg lighter than the
Nissan unit. . )

As well as lower weight, the new V6 is
fuel injected, has direct ignition (eliminat-
ing the need to service the engine’s igni-
tion system), a balance shaft to reduce
engine vibration, no-maintenance hyd-
raulic roller valve lifters, computer engine
management and, in a move which
mirrors service advances made by Mer-
cedes-Benz, only one belt to drive all the
engine’s accessories.

VN Commodore made

Australia

beater"; previously,
overhauled
league.
match
specification and

reprinted
the RACY magazine,
Sunday

last
has
a

the

from

This serpentine belt system has an
automatic tensioner which constantly
maintains the correct tension needed to
drive the generator. air conditioning com-
pressor, power steering and water pump,
and never requires adjustment.

Holden's technical staff are unable to
estimate the service life of this belt as, des-
pite years of product testing prior to the
release of the VN, they were unable to
wear one out!

Recognising that the Commodore is
Australia’s most stolen car, the VN fea-
tures a number of new security devices.

Double-sided profile-cut key systems
have been employed, along with security
shields over dead-lock door latch
mechani Sound sy are retained
by special fasteners, and the entertain-
ment system on the Calais has a pin
number which makes it valueless to
thieves.

Recommended retail prices for the new
Commodore range are as follows:

Executive manual (five speed),
$20,014; Executive automatic (four-speed
with overdrive). $20.807: Commodore “S”,
$21.665; Berlina, $24.781; Calais,
$31.265.

Wagons range from $21,346 to
$26.661.

As well as the greatly increased pas-
senger space in the rear seat, families will
appreciate a seven-seater aftermarket op-
tion (with all seats facing forward) for the

‘ommodore wagons.
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Holden’s VN Commodore

SUMMARY
Holden's has a right to be pleased with its new VN Commodore. For the traditional
buyer of Australian-built six-cylinder sedans, the VN offers an excellent package of per-
formance, economy, handling and accommodation.

PERFORMANCE: Any preconceived
notions that the VN's cast-iron

@ V6 engine with its pushrod-
driven valve train was dated

quickly disappeared with the first drive.

A modern approach to reducing inter-
nal friction, better balance and the latest
in ignition and fuel injection systems has
endowed the 3.8 litre V6 with high output
from its compact overall dimensions.

Most importantly, this engine produces
its outstanding torque. or pulling power,
from extremely low revs.

Ninety-two per cent of maximum tor-
que is available at just 1200 rpm, rising to
a peak figure of 292 Nm at 3200 rpm.

In conjunction with a superb four-speed
automatic transmission the VN Commo-
dore always feels relaxed and powerful,
with excellent acceleration potential in re-
serve.

All standing start and passing accelera-
tion figures are better than the previously-
tested five-litre Commodore V8 and
should provide excellent towing potential.

The V6 lacks the overall smoothness of
the superseded in-fine six, but few wouid
criticise the slight harshness evident under
load. and in most situations the engine
does not need to be worked hard to deliver
good performance.

An inability to achieve the high rpm of
many modern engines has not hindered
performance, yet the return to high torque
at low engine speeds has greatly enhanced
the driving pleasure, not io mention
economy, of one of Australia’s most fa-
vored vehicle packages.

The Falcon engine remains superior in
both power and torque. but until it gains a
good four-speed automatic it cannot hope
to rival the Commodore’s on-road perfor-
mance.

TRANSMISSION: Full marks to Hol-

den’s for selecting GM's pre-
@ mium automatic transmission
for the VN range.

The four-speed turbo hydromatic
(THM) 700 comes from America where it
is used in the 5.7-litre Corvette and the
Trans Am Firebird. so it has capacity to
spare.

With four gear ratios and a lockup tor-
que converter the VN auto has the right
gear for any situation and was never found
wanting.

‘Our test car slipped smoothly and posi-
tively through the gears on both light run-
ning and full throttle accelerations.

Other manufacturers of modern auto-
matics should note the THM 700's speed
sensitive down shifting through every
gear. The VN always feels to be in the
right gear at the right time.

ECONOMY: The additional benefits of
+ 5] lowengine speed torque and cor-
l‘_ ! rect gearing are clearly demon-
strated in the VN's fuel
economy.

Despite increased body dimensions the
VN is better aerodynamicaily than the
previous VL, but, more importantly, the
vehicle accelerates well with just a light
touch on the accelerator.

An overall fuel consumption figure of
11.4 /100 km/h is very good and the abil-
ity to consume as little as 9.5 L/100 km. as
we did during a normal country run. is
impressive

in the less expensive versions is mod

the smart new body lacks a

E

little in individuality and some areas of noise intrusion should be better, but the “Execu-

tive” test vehicle was well finished and surprisingly well trimmed for 2 base model.
Overall, we were more impressed with the vehicle than we expected fo be. In many

respects the VN is remarkably like its Falcon counterpart and, with identical pricing on

all but one model, there is no doubt that the Commodore will significantly erode estab-

lished Falcon markets.

trol replace the sliding lever arrangement
and a specific setting for simultaneous cool
air at face level and warm air to the foot-
wells if provided.

The test vehicle was equipped with op-
tional air conditioning which provided a
good flow of cold air.

ACCOMMODATION AND VISIBIL-
ITY: A significant buyer prefer-
E ence for large. accommodating
vehicles, combined with a
stabilisation of running costs, has caused
Holden’s to re-think the size of the Com-
modore and to challenge the established
Falcon market.
The VN, despite retaining the original
floor pan, has internal dimensions which
which are so close to the EA Falcon than

When worked to its full V8-beating po-
tential the economy dropped to 13.7 L/100
m/h. However, this is nowhere near the
previous V8's ing average P
tion figure of 17.0 L/100 km. Fuel tank
capacity remains unchanged at 63 litres.

HANDLING AND RIDE: While the
floor plan and suspension design
E are essentially unchanged. bet-
ter spring and damper rates
along with some fine tuning have trans-
formed most of the Commodore’s previ-
ous handling woes.

The VN sits higher off the ground on
softer, long travel springs, allowing grea-
ter wheel movement over bumps and
potholes.

Significant improvements in spring
damper rates and stabiliser bars have
eliminated the Commodore’s notorious
body float and vague cornering.

Over a wide cross-section of road sur-
faces the test car remained stable and pre-
dictable with a firm but comfortable ride.
The only criticisms noted were slight body
pitching caused by dampers with stiffer
bump than rebound control and the per-
formance limitations of a live rear axle.

Steering accuracy and “turn in” corner-
ing responses are excellent for a large car,
almost verging on being too sensitive.
Drivers must learn to relax with the steer-
ing. |
The sensitivity of the front end has a
slightly adverse effect on straight-line sta-
bility. yet low-speed manoeuvrability and
turning circle are very good.

Two suspension options are available; a
firmer, flatter sports setup and the tradi-
tional country pack.

BRAKES: for the first time the Commo-

dore features four-wheel disc

E brakes as standard on all models.

The initial brake pedal appli-

cation pressure has a reassuring firmness

and a resistance to inadvertent wheel lock-
ing in an emergency.

Brake efficiency rises rapidly as the
pedal is pushed a little harder and the
Commodore  managed a credible
emergency stopping distance average of
just under 50 metres from 100 km/h.

Vehicle stability was always good and
the brakes remained fade-free during test-

ing.

The hand brake is capable of locking the
rear wheels and can be considered an ac-
ceptable emergency brake as well as an
effective park brake.

NOISE: The Commodore has gained in
some areas of noise reduction

E but stipped a little in others.
Drivers were more aware of

the V6 engine resonance. It's not unac-
ceptable, but it doesn't match the excel-

lent standard set by the in-line six.

There is also slight tailshaft vibration
evident when the vehicle is loaded and ac-
celerating hard.

Although the suspension is generally
firm, it is weil insulated from the cabin and
is not a perceived area of noise intrusion.

Given the extent of intricate door seal-
ing rubbers we were surprised to find that
wind noise was still evident, albeit mini-
mal, around the turret. These seals also
squeaked a littie with door movement.

Overail, the Commodore is considered
an acceptably quiet vehicle, but recorded
cabin dB (A) readings are slightly higher
than a number of competitive vehicles.

AT THE WHEEL: Sitting behind the
wheel of the VN for the first
E time, it is immediately familiar
and you realise it is surprisingly
like the Faicon.

The overall relationship to controls is
very good, particularly for the taller
motorist. Exceptional head and leg room
is available with excelient seat travel and
height adjustment.

The seat has more side contour and sup-
port and, aithough lumbar adjustment is
not included in the “Executive " model. we
found the long-term comfort to be good.

Likewise the steering column and large
steering wheel are not adjustable but this
is not a problem with the seat height con-
trol.

The dash and centre console design is
clean and effective with a practical layout
of switches and ancilliary controls.

The bland layout of the i

are required to pick the dif-
ference.

Internal width front and rear are essen-
tially the same, as is the rear seat head-
room, but the Commodore gains appreci-
ably in driver's seat headroom due to the
seat height adjuster.

The C d has been length i
considerably overall and sits on a longer
wheelbase providing excellent overall ac-
commodation. Nevertheless. the Falcon
retains a slight advantage in front and rear
legroom.

Outstanding boot space is provided in
the VN which explains the high rear seat
back and parcel shelf.

Several convenience factors have been
considered. such as the vertical spare
wheel. the large rear seat trapdoor and the
wide-opening boot lid. Unfortunately the
lid mounting brackets rob some space.

Outward vision is another area in which
the new Commodore excels. Slim pillars.
low waistline and a large expanse of glass
have eliminated the normal blindspots.

In other areas such as general lighting
and wiper coverage this Commodore is
also very good. and when all points are
added up it is an excellent package.

FINISH AND EQUIPMENT: Fully
aware of the haunting aspect of
E poor build quality, Holden's is
trying hard to ensure ithe VN is
right first up.
We were not disappointed in the test
vehicle supplied.
While minor finishing imperfections
were noted in body and window trim. the
paintwork, panel fitting and internal finish

was the main area of criticism at the
wheel.

While the information is there, the pre-
sentation does not enhance the vehicle's
other driver-oriented qualities.

The clearly-defined central speedo
fanked by fuel and temperature gauges is
actually easier to read than the equivalent
Falcon and along with warning lights is
sufficient for the average driver.

Driver vision is very good for such a
large car. particularly to the sides, yet
judging the front corner distance can be
difficult.

HEATING AND VENTILATION: Ear-
fier Commodores were noted for
E their lack of good natural air-
flow. a problem overcome in the
VN

Air circulation in the test car was always
good. assisted when necessary by an
efficient four-speed fan.

The dash level outlets appear small but
offer good directional control to the cabin
or side windows and a partial ram effect.
They are supported by front and rear-floor
levei ducts.

Rotating switches for temperature con-

11

are well p ;

Pattern-woven seat coverings and door
trims, fabric roof lining and a subtle grey
dash toning gave our “Executive” model
an up-market appearance and a pleasing
cabin environment.

Holden's should consider a trim piece
for the rear boot edge which is merely
painted black and is bound to become
scratched and shabby.

Equipment level for this model is. how-
ever, basic.

Power steering is standard and air con-
ditioning an option. while the luxuries of a
power pack (central locking. power win-
dows-mirrors-antenna and dome light
delay) are only optional on Berlina mod-
els

IN SERVICE: The compactness of the V&
has aided the underbonnet lay-

E out considerably and made ser-
vicing access very good.

Spark plugs are angled in a similar fash-
ion to a V8 and are one of the few areas in
which some patience may be required.

A single multi V belt driving all engince
pulleys is a feature of this engine and its

i i and wear indi

are a major bonus.



The simplicity of the pushrod OHV V6
design has been claimed as an advantage
10 the gencral repairer, but itis essentially
the ignition and fuel injection electronics
which bafflc many mechanics.

Holden's has used a simple triple coil
block. firing two plugs each crankshaft re-
volution to do away with the distributor

and a manifold pressure sensor to replace
the intricate fuel injection air flow sensor.
The transmission, rear axle and suspen-
sion are well proven components, Hol-
den’s dealers can be found almost any-

‘where and a standard 12 month/20,000

kilometre warranty applies.

210mm

HOLDEN VN COMMODORE

INTERNAL WIDTH FRONT: 1510 mm
INTERNAL WIDTH REAR: 1510 mm

Make and model Holden VN Commodore
Test car by courtesy of .......GMHAL
Engine. transmission — 3.8 litre. V6 4-speed auto
Warranty .. 12 months/20.000 kilometres
Recommended retail price $20.807 plus ORC
RACYV insurance category e . D

TEST RESULTS
TEST CONDITIONS:
Weather v aia b ... . fine
Wind speed . 36kmh
Temperature . 15deg. C
SPEEDOMETER:
Indicated (km/h) 20 40 60 R0 100 120
Actual s 21 40 58 77 95 113
ODOMETER:
Indicated 100.00 km
Actual . 96.9 km

FUEL CONSUMPTION: Litres/100 km

Overall consumption . .. . N4
Highway . etk 10.5
s AR 1ny
Best 9.3
Worst . . CaEE ey 137
SOUND LEVELS:
60 km/h e . 68dB (A)
100 km/h . Wil 724dB (A)
ACCELERATION FROM REST:
kmh sees
0-40 2.4
0-60 39
0-80 . 62
0-100 89
0-120 128
0-300metres ..o L. 164
Speed at 40) metres . . . L. 1340 km/h
PASSING ACCELERATION:
kmh gear secs.
40-60 e LT ... LR
60-80 coormeDesanegielni 30
80-100 R Ve 36
100-120 Sew 0. G 45
BRAKE PERFORMANCE:
(Pedal application effort)
Pedal load Efficiency
100N . b g e g T A 45%
10N .. ... S sssa . T
MWN ..l . . ce. 95%
250N a . .o —%
Emergency stopping distance:
Foot brake (100 km/h) 49.9m. 79.0%
Park brake (60 km/h) 44.3m. 33%
Control in emergency stop . . .. .. ... good
Fade test—
10 x 0.5g stops from 10X km/h at 0.5 km inter-
vals:
Pedal load at start von _.. NON
Pedal load at 1th stop . . N
Percentage load increase . . .. . 0%
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS
DIMENSIONS: mm
Length ... ... SR 1850
Width ... s s . 1794
Height ... ......... el 1408
Wheelbase . . . PEPRRRFLY /) | |
Ground clearance SExenp 3
Kerb mass . 13l0kg
Test mass 1575 kg

Mass distribution (as tested) —
front 52.4%. rear 47.6%

Vehicle Report Rating Code as used
by the RACV

** Average

* %+ % Excellent

+ Poor * %% Good

FEATURES:
Air conditioning . .
Sun roof e
Power windows.
Central locking
Power mirrors . . .
Cruise control
CAPACITIES:
Fuel tank Fessars R L 63
Engine sump (inc. filter) . .. .. .. ...... 4.1
Cooling system wisg b "0
ENGINE:
(Manufacturer’s specifications)
Sweptvolume . ... ..o 3791 cm®
CYIREIS. ..o coes s snnms .. V6
Bore x stroke > 97 x 6 mm
Valve operation . .. ... .. push rod OHV
Compression ratio v RS
Max. power . ... 125KWat 4800 rpm
Max. torque . 292 Nm at 3200 rpm
Fuel system B EF1
ELECTRICAL:
Battery . . 12 volt, 50 amp hr
Alternator . 12 volt. 85 amps
TRANSMISS!
Type ............. four-speed automatic
Driven wheels . ... ... . rear
Gearing — km/h per 1000 rpm:
Gear st 2nd  3d  dth Sth
km/h 10 20 30 a9 —_
BRAKES:
TYPE « o oownivioon .. - . discfrontirear
Circuit split/front and rear
Limiting valve . . e standard
Load sensitive . N/A
Antilock .. .... . NIA
Adjustment . . -
Parkbrake .............. cable to rear
SUSPENSION:

Front — Telescopic strut. coil spring. lower
wishbone arm, anti-roll bar. Rear — Live axle.
coil spring. upper and lower trailing arm. anti-roll

bor. panhard rod.
STEERING:
Type e . VR rack and pinion
Power assisted . . standard
Turns—lock-to-loc! 275
Turning circle . . . . . 10.4m
WHEELS AND TYRES:
Rim size and type . 6.00)) 14 steel
Tyres B e ... PIBS/ISHR 14
Pressures front/rear. IR0 kPa
TOWING:

Manufacturer’s max. 1590 kg (braked trailer)
SERVICE INTERVALS ... .. 10.000 km
PARTS PRICES

REPAIR ITEMS:
Front bumperbar .. ... .......
Rear bumper bar . .
Left and right front guard . . ..
Headlight assembly .
Headlight beam .. .. ..

Radiator grille . .
1

lens
Rear tail light assembly

Tailgatedoor .. ... ...... $285.00
Bootlid . ... e $180.00
SERVICE ITEMS:
Alternator belt e $80.00
Oil filter - $6.20
Front brake pads . . ... sty 1T ]
Rear brake pads 5 aiae $71.00
Air filter R $22.00
Fuel Filter sonsmr s Lo $30.00
Top and bottom radiator hoses . . $23.70

48/215 Standard
48/215 Standard
FJ Standerd

FE Standerd

FC Standard

FB Standard

EX Standard

EJ Standard

EH Standerd

HD Standerd

HR Standard

HK Belmont

HT Belmont

HG Belmont

HQ Belmont

HJ Belmont

HX Beimont

HZ Kingswood SL
VB Commodore
VC Commodore L
VH Commodore SL
VK Commodore SL
VK Commodore SL
VL Commodore SL
VH Commodore

$15,407
$20,014

THE 1948
Holden
cost 733
pounds —
94 times
the aver-
age male
wage of
seven
pounds 10
shillings.
1988's VN
is $20,014
— 44 times
the aver-
age male
wage of
$458.80.
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This recent advert. shows the
Holden model line up. Gone in
the individuality of the old
cars; most are Isuzu-based (G.M.
is part owner of the Japanese
firm) and the Camira is closely
related to our Cavalier, the
Astra is not an Astra,

however.....

Family motoring is something

to celebrate, it’s a i’loldcn,:“ N
tradition. Camira offers ~
i /\listr:ﬂia-'Fs best 4 cylinder”
" family car pc]‘formzmcc and
exceptional handling (RTS,
suspension). Offer applies to all

sedan and wagons in the

Camira range. Astra’s spirited

1.6 or 1.8 litre offer top fucl
economy (choose from Hatch or
Sedan) and Barina will give

you even better fuel cconomy
(59 m.p.g. Highway*). Holden
Jackaroo’s multi point :
fuel injected 2.8 litre
engine will get you off

the beaten track and back.

HOLDEN 4 CYLINDER POWER

So, go to your nearest

Holden Dealer and save paying

all those on road costs.

HURRY! LIMITED TIME ONLY

SEE YOURSOUTHAUSTRALIAN HOLDEN DEALE

XCLUDES GOVERNMENT AND FLEET BUYERS

HOLDEN

SUNDAY MAIL, November 20, 1988 63
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Eriefly, some of the events to
attend are :—

aFRIL 29 — MAY 1. London Spring "Canvas Classic”, Eattersea Fark
MaY 1. Lions Club of Sutton 9th Annual Cheam Charity Transport
Spectacular & Fair, Cheam Fark, Surrey.
"MAY & — 7. Scottish National Vintage % Classic Show, Inglaston,
Edinburgh.
MAY 14. Colchester Classic Vehicle Show, Colchester Institute,
Essex.
JUNE 5. Warwick “Golden Oldies" Show, wWarwick Race Course.
JUNE 10 — 11. HOLDEN WEEKEND — see above.
JUNE 18. Welsh Vintage Fageant, Royal Welsh Showground, Fowys.
JUNE 25. Stratford Classic % Vintage Show, Stratford Race Course
JULY 9. All American Extravaganza, 3 Counties Showground,
Malvern, Worcs.
JULY 15 — 16. 198% Wings % Wheels Spectacular, North Weald
) Aerodrome, Essex.
AUGUST 19 - Z0. "All England" Vintage Event, Hickstead, Susse:x.
OCTORER 7 — 8. HMalvern 8%, 3 Counties Showground, Malvern.

The Editor can give you an entry form for any of the above
events in exchange for an S.A.E.

NEXT ISSUE .

This months’ postponed Technical
Tips will be held over until the
May edition (HB8) should please
a few members who may have
previously felt neglected as it
is our Vintage Edition : Holdens
before the Holden, so to speak.
Did you know, for example, that
Holdens’ built a body on a
Lancia chassis? There will also
be an update on "Holden Weekend”
which we will all be a headinag -
won 't we? as well as vyour
letters, news and trivia, space
permitting. Send all material
to the Editor before April 28th.
please, for inclusion in the
next Hnlden Business.




