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et ~apperis every day.

For all the right reasons you decide
it"s time co gee out of your big car and into
something smaller.

And the first thing you think of is
how much you miss the extra wck of your
previous car.

OE course, if you were to think a
litc~e harder, the second thing you mEght
think of is: "Is there a ~ cylinder cat that
has ehe perfo~anc~ of a 6 cylinder?°°

And the answer co that is "Ycsf°'
Holefen Camara is powered by ~

Fuel-injeeeed 2-iie~e ~:amtech engine chae
no¢ only ouc~Crfi~orms every car in its class
but also more e6~aa~ one 6 cylinder ~a~c

JUST WHAT 6S PL~RF~01tMAPIC~'Y

If you wanted co extend the mean-
ie~g ~f perforanance. yon ;.ould incYude
everything, on~ludfng braking, cornering
and so on, but we think mole car owners
would agree wdcH us that ie's conceY-ned
rnainlr wvie.h ~e~e~~r-a~ocr from seandsta~l.
rtrid-cane ~cce~es~ae~on, passing power
anti fuel economy.

~T'he best me~s~re of a car's sporting
chat-acter os the zero to 100kmh test —are
unforp~iving sprint eo high speed t~ac
clearly separates the men From the bovs.

mid-range acceleration is a measure
of how Ease- a car accelerates fmm around
60kmh eo 919kmh — a situation you can find
yourself icy almost anv time you enter a
freeway or expressway from a branch road.
where split seconds are critical.

Passing power refers speci~ically co
the time it takes a car co accelerate from
g~ kmh to perhaps l !0 kmh on certain
highways.

Qn ocher words. the time you spend
i~ the danger lane when overtaking against
oncoming traffic.

Economy. as you'd expect, is the
measure of a car's ability co do gall the
above things using a minimum of fuel.

In every one of these four per-
foe~mance tests, Holden Camira comes out
a clear winner (not to mention that it's the
lowest priced as weil).

So what next%
Well, any time is a good time to visit

your Holden Dealer for a test drive, but
now is an especia!!v g~ time: because
until august fit~h he's offering biQ factory
bonus deals on all C~r~air~~.

.-1nd it's pretty hard to cop chat!

f ~~U~~ Q~ ~~
~M1AA

ISSUE Nc~~ ~'
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HOLDEN CAMIRA.
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Membership 5~ct~~tar~~r~Tr~e~s~tr~er~: - G~~~ Har~J~r, Cl~~n F~l in, Wolf ' ~

C~~tle, Ha~erfc~r~dwes.t, D~rf~d, W~le~.

~c t i •r i t i ~s °r F'ua 1. i c r~e 1 a t i ons Qf f i car : -- F-::en Garner, T4, Fic~~b+ ~c ~:

Fed, Ch¢~~ingion ! Sur~r~Qy ~~T~ 1,JY.

The Fc~r~ i ~ter~ i s r-~ecc~gn i sped b~ Gener~.~ 1 h'{otor~-Ha 1 den ̀ ~

~ ̀ ~ Y r

E~ITo~
.11TOZ.'~~.

I Nape you en.j~y the varied
cont~nt~ of the latest "Hol~~n
F~us i Hess " . I n t- h i ~ i s~<<e ~je
will be lQ~t::ing at Nolden's
net~est ~~~cce~s, ti-~e VlLi Gom~-~udor-e
~~ semen ti~rQ~a~h tF~e ~~~s of the
F'. A. C. 4'. t~'oy~ 1 A~ttomc~b i 3.~ +~:lub
of `J i c tor, i .~ ! ? The S~~n new=~~per~
tnot ~ur,s' } and the ~del~ ire
~u~~~~ t~i~ i 1 . I wonder, F-ra~~ rr~~nv
of ~~~ wi 11 be ter~spted to im~~rt
or-~ e =~' l~~E w i 1 I also l 00 4~ ~ t t h e
r~~_ +~ cif the c~~rr~en t r~an~~e as
~•~ell ~s a brief fla~h~ac~; tc~
Fibr~tar ~~ ~•. t'i~rch of ~y~~.r~s q+~n~
ti '~ .

~~ a recent F'~r~ist~r, camb~nittee
meet into the cur~r~ent state of ~:he
C 1 ~~b 145 .~~s~=sed t sound ~ ~~_
~F~eII ~, ~~t~~li~hinq RZ~r~~ fir-
~,.~mF3 th i n~ ~rery e„c i ~ i n ~ - o~_e.r
f i r-~st "Fio lden l+~eet:r~n~” ' t~~mber--
Gc_~~ H~r~dy i s t,~ hest i t; rr~ar-~
~f~t~i I~~ i~ the "news" column.
I .ern sr~r~r~y to rzp~r,~ that tt~e
~~d i tc~r--ial Hc►l~den HF==: his h~.ci +_:o
+~~ ~:o ~ n~~~ f~~me - Si l~h~~t~r~ in
H~t~r~~sh i r~e to be er.~c t .

i ,_~~+ For~t~_tnatel ~ I g~ ~her~ the nee=~
r-r w n~ r-~ F~ ~ s not i o i n ~e d t h► ►--
r-~~k~j ~ ~t-er~ fret, b~_tt Rerhap~ wi-r~n
Fie eventua I 1 w ne~d~ per-ts ~r-~
~_nr75tr~_t~tive ad~ri~e~ he wi 1 1 come
r~~ ~► r~ e-z ~ n q ' L i E:: ~ ~ I 1 a t i-~ ~ r~ ~r~e mb e r, ~
i~i~ wi.11 be made ~~er~y w~lc~m~
c~rt~~n F7~ ~~es join.

T.a1~_:in~~ ~f F~at-t~, our r,~r~i=ter

wi I 1 (h~G~-~ul ~.y) ~~~on ~~~alci ? n

~~tac~:: ~o~~~ ~~ ~.~~::~t meets ~.n~ ~~,t.h~r~~

c~ns~+m~~l~~ f~r~ +~!~r-~ car--_ t~► s.~~~e

~~ndinq t~ ~~.~~}real is rr►~-- ~:l~~rn.

hatch tf-r i ~~ space..... ~ .

NOIDEN EK (19ci1-G21

~J ~ ~+t a i- m 1 ~~ ~a ~ 1 +~ o ~~r e s~ ~ ~~~ rr-i ~ r~ ~ #~ e r

~rni tl~ton 7T-~'{;, Tc~.StTic~fi lc~.

~iustr~al ia. :wee hi. lEt~~f-- ~-,elr~w.

~ p ti~~ r, t fi r, o ~~n t h e ~ ~ I ~;r
Ic~c~11v-E::no~~rn Fib-=: ~ t~~r~c~in~ h.ari~i=
~-~c~4a~ h~.~ ean~r-~g~c~ of an ~~.t~~r~
Hc_~Ir~~n f r--~~rr the ~~~~~.::;~al ~. ~~~~n~r-~
i_sl,~.b. ~ 1 ~" t~ ~~~~i,-:dal 1 ~~
r~~~~i=t~r~ ►~FitF~ Hc~id~n ~~~ti- way
~;-:p~cT~,d t~r~ ar~r-~i°~.-~ in the ; ~. F~`.

t~ ~ i r~ ra =. ±~ )_ ~ t-a e r, ~. ~ t 1 ~;~ c ~~ ~-~ t a ~ fi h ~ ~.

h~~rTr~ n~i~~in~ ~~.n~ ~, t~~~ it ~~c~Et
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H~.tl 1 F~~v~ off~r~+~~ help ~w~i th

r4es~;or~~tion :-

,,`' y

,3 ~lIYLS~ ~

~~ rRApl ~'

Established 1921

~-~ ~~ ~ r, ~,~ i c e o~ a d i f f e r~ e n t ~-: i n k i s
~fif~r~=ed by Raymar~d. S. Fenton +~f
~1~nches ter .

/'1 • a

~u tv -S arks ....~trr~ ~ to F o1Za m on d 5. er~t n
iri~ng Harness Manufac4urers

Lime Street, Hull, HUS 7AH, England 199A HEYWOOD ROB, PRESR'hTICA, I~iANCHESTER M25 SY,B. Tel :0836 7177'73
Telephone: (0482) 20719

Mr PR Hemphill
The Holden UI~ Register
6 Stour Gardens
Gt Cornord
Sudbur}T
Suf £olk
CO10 O.JIJ

16th Jarniary 1989

Dear Mr He~ptiill

Replacement Wiring Harr~e~ses

Auto~Sparks Limited is tlhe ma jour maxau~'acturer of replacement wiring t~arrie~se~ fog

British vehicles. Established ~ 1921 fl sae have ~uil~ up a ~ompreY~ens~.~re range of

overt 3,000 patte~n~ coverr~n~ ~no~~ ~f ~~n~ ~op~ar collectable ve~i.cle~ and other ones

which aren't quits ~a collect~bYea

Bejtng specialists y wee ~urrergtby ~r~acture '~aa-nesses for ~1~ the major Sp~re~

Distributors, Restoratiar~ Worksh~~~ ~nc~ ~nCtn~.siast Clubs, Y enclose our Short form

catalogue for your further informatiari.

Should awry members of the Holders ~]IC ~egiste~c be restoring or repairing their vehicle
and require a replac~rner~t ~3.~ir~g '~~m~~~ 9 we can supply from vixr Htil.l factory and.

offer a fast and efficient direct service.

Some of your members will. al~eacly l~a~aow of us - for those who dory o t, w~ ead~.l.d
appreciate a menti~ of ~rn.ir ~e~rice~ ~ ~ future editorial of Maur magazj.r~eo ~ am
sure you wr~.11 agree that ~ow~.ed~e ~f our unique service will be of great help ~o
those members having diffi~tp i~x ~a~cing a harness for their vehicle.

If The Holden UK Register has a parts service for members, we can offer a discount
for centralised orders -please ask for details.

Assuring y~au and your memt~era of our best attention at alI timeso

Yours Sincerely

Rodney C Walker
Development Manager

PS. If povi have any queries or w~ tarn be of assistance in any way please.do not
hesitate to cell or write.

Registered Office: Lime Stree4, Hull NU8 7AH Registered in England PVa 373aa2

...
f ' 1 E~ Y c:, '~~ ~' f: : "l ~~:......s ~- ~:i i':1 

1~... ~, 
i'~~1 c:i. t.7 i:... 1. ! ~ .1. f~l ''..1 k::~ ~ .... ~ :::i '.::5 (::i .,::. P::` . ' i.. 'I. I

...~ 
~: Y..! .~. i ~t 'I; +.• ~ ~:~

r1 U ~ (.~ t71 t~:► 'k: ]. W ~' ~ ;r"t ~~ .~. ~:~ {7 r~} c:i C~ ;::~. I"1 ~: ~ (~'.' t:; ~; ~...~ r. ~:1 1. ("t M::+ .~. ;~~. ! ~ (:: ~::: '._: ~ ~._, f"~ ;:1 I' ' f i i:::, ::" ...~ ~~' _i !~ v i-':~ 1::t Y'` I ..:i I':s !' ' .i. ~':: I... ~ ~! :I. i::~ . '~ ~ :~.. - ~ •..
.. ... _..h f; f'1 r~ t; (:J t" :I. Ca :l 1'1 <::t 1. (Yl ~:~ f 1 ~_ ~ '1" i~ ~:: '~~ l_l Y'' ~~=' i''' ~: r~.: ~::1 .~. ~:_) l_l f'' C:: t~ ? {::t :I. C 'I i::1 1 ::: ~ ~...t -:ir::? ~_:i ~,..,~ r..~ +:,~ r... r,:~' ~:~~ E..! •.: s ~ : 1. I::'1 ~. ~::':~ n I f"i i,„~' '•f

~ s k: ~f t::~ r ~i~ a 1. 1 t~ F7 ..:t ~ -~ :i..:~ 1"1 Ll i T1 I::? f? 1' ̀  . i Y~ ~:~ t:i ~~ J. ~ ~~ ~~ .. ~ ~ .~~.:l. J.r ~ =7 f:? h'~ :I. ~~ :~ r:~. l"1 i:1 ✓ (r.: <:~. I•'' C
.~ . ~. 

~.,'..1 :I. ~::.i. E:~ I.0 
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enqu:ir~i.e~.
s

14th Fe'~ruary 189

.,.~ ~"' r

Dear / ~i_ 1 ~:~ '~~ 
~~%~

r
~" ~

I t~oulc. like to offer r~er-ibers of your club a

special service t:•hich ray be of interest to them (and yourself),I spec-

ialise in original oil paintings of notor vehicles from cooc~ quality

photo5rap'~s (colour or black and tJhite).This is a high quality service,

with a money bac}~ guarantee of satisfaction,~ut at ~ very reasonable

cost.Unr~ounted canvases are as follows: 12";:16"(.65),16"x20"(£70),

20"x2a "' (y75) , 2~°'x32" (x,80) ► 24"x36" (~85) , 24"::48" (~95) znd 36":~48" ( 105 )

-all inclusive of postage and packingvA mounting and framing service

is also available.Delivery time is 3-4 weeks.

Other subjActs are also undertaken,inclu~ing portraits (young

and oid,human and anir-tal) although prices nay vary Frer~ above.

I hope I can be of service to you GnC your fellott* enthusiasts.

Yours sincerely,

' ~ ~ ~--

` ~ ,, : ~ ~

Raymond S.Fenton
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,cpm wi a eltow error head and extractors,
5 speed gearbox, new paint job, radio cassette, carpeted and bucket seats.
Many other extras all pound, a great car. Ph: (066) 21 5689 N.S.W.

$S,000 OIlO
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(cii-2) T'ORANf1 LJ GTR- XUI (9-72) Bathurst model, this is a genuine

original 6ac~ory car. Still running all faetury mechanicals, red with black

interior, no rust, nn accidents, immaculate condition with A/C Second

owner. ~ 10,500 ono
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TD GEIMINI SEDAN
Now is your chance to buy one at the
righd price. T-bar auto, immac. inside-
/out, be quick.

(cwb) H.J. G.T.S. MONARO- 307 auto, original genuine 63,000 miles,

log books, 2 owners, lady driver, owners warranty, 12 months I~t. S. VV. Eeg.

g Consider trade, full size U.S. car. ~ l O,C~OQ



Special Feature

Tf-r~ a 1 I —n~uv V[~i Cammoric~r-~ made

its debut in A~i~tral is last

S~p~emt~~r~. to ~at~ i t t~~s

d~e~eloped a r-eR~_~tat~.on ~s a

~~Falcon — t~~at~r~`~; pr'PViC1Lt5~.~I~

for' same ye~r,~ Forzd over~ha.0 1 ed

Holden in tie ~~Ie~ IeaUu~.

1~1i 11 Forsd L¢ able to m~}~h the

ne~~ k-iold~n~' ~Recification end

ima~e~ ' Ar,t is lei repr~intec~ ft~om

F~c~va I H~~ ta, the F~F~C'~ r~~g~~ i nom,

Tt~e ~~~_~n ar~d The ~d~l~ide S+~n+~ay

eleased in a climate e~f fuel

shortages and increased en-

vironmental consciousness,

the first Commodore was

supposed to entice Austra-

lians away from "big" cars. History has es-

tablished that this move was premature

and, almost by accident, F'ord's Falcon be-

came Australia's number one family car.

Such were Fiolden's fortunes thato in-

cluding recently, it had fallen behind

Toyota to number three spot in terrras of

volume on the Australian market.

The release of the VN Commodore is

part of a more streamlined Holden's ap-

proach to the current new car eiirnate.

As well as being one of the Yargest g-loY-

densedans ever built in terms of its interior

space, the "big" concept includes a new

V6 engine displacing 3.R litres and produc-

ing 125 kW at 48(~ rpm and 292 Nm of

torque at 3200 rpm.
The VN model line-up features names

familiar to Commodore showrooms:

Executive, Berlins and Calais.
Wagons, featuring a wheelbase 91 rx~m

longer than the sedan and claimed to have

more interior space than any Holden

wagon ever built, are available with

Executive and Berlins specifications only.

An "SL" model Commodores including

a wagon, packaged for fleet use, will be

available on special order.
For sports-minded buyers, a VN with

"S" specifications is availably, and an "SS"

specification VN will be available early in

1989 fitted with a V8 engine.
Consumer suspicion that the new Com-

modore°s engine, the ~+merican-designed

V6, may not match the performance and

economy of the engine it replaces, Nis-

san's in-line six, has been undermined by

an engine which, despite a 25 per cent in-

crease ~n capacity, is 5 kg lighter than the

Nissan unit. _
As well as lower weight, the new V6 is

fuel injected, has direct ignition (eliminat-

ing the need to service the engine's igni-

tion system), a balance shaft to reduce

engine vibration, no-maintenance hyd-

raulic roller valve lifters, computer engine

rt~anagemcnt and, .in a o~nove ~vh~ch

mirrors service advances made by Mer-

cedes-Benz, only one felt to drive all ehe

engine's accessories.

... ;.j4:

This serpentine belt system has an
automatic tensioner which eonstanely
maintains the correct tension needed to W
drive the generatoro air conditioning com~
pressor, power steering and water pump,

and never requires adjustment
~iolden°s technical staff are unable to

estimate the service life of this belt as, des-
pite years of product testing prior to the
release of the VN, they were unable to
wear one out!

Recognising that the Commodore is
Australia"s most stolen car, the ~N fea-

tures anumber of new security devices.

Double-sided profile-cut key systems

have been employed, along with security
shields over dead-lock door latch
mechanisms. Sound systems are retained
by special fasteners9 end the entertain-

ment system on the Calais has a pin
number which makes it valueless to
thieves.
Recommended retail prices for the new

Commodore range are as follows:
Executive manual (five speed),

$20,014; Executive automatic (four-speed
with overdrive), $20;807; Commodore °`S'°,
$21,665; Berlins, X24,781; Calais,
$31,265.
Wagons range from $21 9346 to

526,6610
As well as the greatly increased pas-

senger space in the rear seat, families will
appreciate aseven-seater aftermarket op-
Pion (with all seats facing forward) for the ~Y~ ~ ":'''~="" ~"~'~:~~~»
bmmodore wa ons. ~ ~" ̂' ~ . '~~ ,'"~'~~' =~~-
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PERFORMANCE: Any preconceived
* * notions that the VN's cast-iron
* * V6 engine with its pushrod-

driven valve train was dated
quickly disappeared wath the hey¢ d~av~.
A modern approach ~o aec~ucing ~neer-

nal friction, better balance end ehe Qatese
in ignition and fuel injection systems has
endowed the 3.8 litre V6 with high oueput

~ from its compact overall dimensions.
'~ Most importanNy, this engine produces

ies outstanding eorque, or pulling power,
from extremely low revs.

Ninety-two per cent of maximum tor-
que is available at juse 121)(➢ rper~, ~isi~a~ z6

i, a ~ea~C figure of 292 [Vm ae 3200 epm.
In conjunction with a superb fouP-seed

automatic transmission the ~/t~i ~or~reyo-
dvre always feels relaxed acrd ~w~erful,
with excellent acceleration poeer~2ia~ in re-
serve.

All standing start and passing acceiera-
tion figures are better than the ~reviousYy-
tested five-litre Comr►9odore ~/8 end
should provide excellene toworrg poeential.
The V6 lacks the overall sereoothness of

the superseded in-line six. 9~ue feww would
criticise the slight harshness golden¢ under
load, and ~n most situatdon~ ehe ewgine
does not need to be worked hard eo deliver
gc~d performance.
An inability to achieve the high eprt~ of

many modern engines has nog hindeeed
performance, yet the return co high torque
at low engine spuds has greadBy e~h~ncer3
the driving pleasure, not tm rneneioer
economy, of one of Aus¢rai6a's most fa-
vored vehicle packages.
The falcon engine remaira~ sug~erior urn

both power and torque, bne uneil ie gains a
good four-speed automatic iY cannoe how
to rival the Commodore's nn-road perfor-
mance.

TRANSMISSION: Full marks eo Hol-

* * den's for selecting (iM's pre-
* * mium automatic eransenission

for the VN range.
The four-speed turba Y~ydramatic

(Ti-IM) 700 comes from Ameeica where it
is used in the 5.7-litre Corvette acrd the
Trans Am Firebird, so ie has capacity to
spare.

With four gear ratios and a ioc~Cup tor-
que converter the VN aueo has the right
gear for any situation and was never found
wanting.
Our test car slipped smootP~ly and posi-P

Lively through the gears on (hotY~ ligh¢ run-
ning and fuN throttle accelerations.
Other manufacturers o6 modern avto-

matics should note tP~e -i'F~N~ 7f~'s speed
__ sensitive down shifting thror~gh every

gear. The VN always feels to he in the
right gear at the right time.

ECONOMY: The additional benefits of
low engirve s~ee~'tc~rque and cor-

j ~ * ~ rect gearing are clearly demon-
strated in the VN's Fuel

economy.
Despite increased body dirviensions the

VN is hette~ aerodynarroicaVly tharu chi
previous VL, but, av►oee important9y, ehe
vehicle accelerates wefB with juse a ligf~t
touch nn the accelerator.
An overall fuel consumpeiora 4Sgu~re o~

l l.d U100 km/h ~s very good and the ~biB-
ity to consume as little as 9.5 ➢J100 km, as
we did during a normal country run, is
impressive.

SUMMARY

iiolden9s has a right to be pleased with its reeve ~/N Commodore. For the traditional
buyer ofAustralian-built six-cylinder sedans, the VN oRers ern exceileat package of per-
fa~nns~nce, ecoeomv, handling and accommodation.
equipment in the less expensive versions is mode~aee, the srteart new body lac➢cs a

YiftBe fine individuality and some areas of noise intrusion should he better. but the "Execu-
tive" test vehicle was well finished and surprisingly avef~ trimmec9 for a base nroodel.

overall, we were more impressed with the veF~icie tR~a~c wt expected to beo in many
respee4s the VN is remarkably like its Falcon cv~n4~Ppa~ end, v►~iQh odenhcal pricing on
tll but one model, there is nn doubt that the Commodlore will significanUy erode estab-
lished Falcon marketse

When worked to its full V8-beating po-
Qen[ialthe economy dropped to 13.7 V100
9cm/h. 1-lowever, this is nowhere near the
~nreveous Vg's daunting average consump-
eioa~ figure of 17.0 0100 km. Fuel tank
capacity remains unchanged at 63 lieres.

fIANDLIN(y AND it(DE: While the
~ ~ flc~r plan and suspension design
~, are essentially unchanged, bet-

ter spring and damper rates
along with some fine tuning have trans-
formed rraosc of the Commodore's previ-
ous handling woes.
The VN sits higher off the ground nn

softer, long travel springs, allowing grea-
ter wheel movement over humps and
potholes.

Significant improvements in spring
dlamper gates and stabiliser bars have
eliminated the commodore's notorious
body float end vague cornering.
Over a wide cross-section of road sur-

facesthe test car remained stable and pre-
dictabl~ woth a firm bug comfortable ride.
~"he only criticisms noted were slight b~~dy
pitching caused by dampers with stiffer
bump than rebound control and the per-
formance limitations of a live rear axle.

Steering accuracy and "turn in" corner-
i~rg responses are excellent for a large car,
almost verging on being too sensitive.
Drivers must learn to relax with the steer-
ing.
The sensitivity of the Frone end has a

slightly adverse effect nn straight-line sta-
bility, yet low-speed manoeuvrability and
turning circle are very good.

T'wo suspension options are available: a
firmer, flatter sports setup and the tradi-
tional country pack.

BRAKES: for the first time the Commo-
* * dore features four-wheel disc
* brakes as standard on all models.

The initial brake peda6 ~ppli-
cation pressure has a reassuring firmness
and a resistance to inadvertent wheel lock-
ing in an emergency.
Brake efficiency rises rapidly as the

pedal is pushed a little harder and the
Commodore managed a ~redibee
emergency seopping distance average of
jusF under 50 metres from 1(1() km/h.

Vehicle stability was always good and
the brakes remained fade-free during test-
ing.

~'he hand brake is capable of locking the
rear wheels and can be considered an ac-
ceptable emergency brake as well as an
effeceive park brake.

iVO1SEo The Commodore has gained in
~ * some areas of noise reduction

but slipped a little in others.
Drivers were more aware of

ehe Vf~ engine resonance. lt's not unac-
ceptable, but it doesn't match the excel-

lent standard set by the in-line six.
There is also ~~ighe caiYshaft vibration

'evident when the vehicle is loaded and ac-
celerating hard.

Although the suspension is generally
firm, it is well unsulaeed from tie cabin and
is nog a perceoved area of noise intrusion.
Given the extent of intricate door seal-

ing rubbers we were surprised to find that
wind noise was still evident, albeit mini-
ma~, around the 4ueret. These seals also
squeaked a Yittfe wwith door movement.

Overall, qhe Comrv~odore is considered
an acceptably quoec vehicle, but recorded
cabiro dB (A) readings are slightty higher
ehan a nvmbeP of competieive vehicles.

AT ~'H~ V1'H~~L: Sitting t~ehind the
~ ~ wheeY of the V1V fox the first
* lime, it is immediaeely familiar

and you realise of is surprisingly
tike the Faicora.
The overall relationship to controls is

very good, pareicularly for the galler
motorist. Exceptional head and leg room
is available with exceliene seat travel and
height adjustmene.
The seat has more side contour and sup-

port and, although lumbar adjustment is
not included in the "Executive" model, we
fotnnd the long-term comfort to he good.

Likewise the seeering column and large
steering wheel are not adjustable but this
is not a problem with the seat height con-
trol.
The dash and centre console design is

clean and effective with a practical layout
of switches and ancilliary controls.
The bland iayoue of the instrumentation

was the maory area of criticism ad the
whec~.
While the information is there, the pre-

sencation does nog enhance the vehicle's
other driver-oriented qualities.
The clearly-defined central speedo

flanked by fuel and temperature gauges is
ac4ually easier to read than the equivalene
Falcon and along with warning fights is
sufficient for tF~e average driver.

Driver vis¢on is very good for such a
large car particularly to the sides, yet
judging the drone ccsrner distance can be
difficult.

HEATItVG AND ̀'~IVTIL~TION: Ear-
~ser Commodores were noted for

~` ~` fhe~r Sack o~ good natural air-
~` flow. a problem overcome in the
VN.

Air circulation in the test car was always
good. assiseed when necessary by an
efficient four-speed fan.
The dash IeveA outlets appeae small but

offer good directionaV control to the cabir~
or side ur~ndows :end a partiaB ram eP'fect.
They are supported by front and rear-floor
level ducts.

Rotating switches for temperature con-

trot replace the sliding lever arrang~m~nt
and a specific setting for simultaneous cc~c~l
air at face level and warm air to the fc~e~t-
welis if provided.

The test vehicle was equipped with c~p-
tional air conditioning which provided .o
good flow of cold air.

ACCOMMODATION AND VISIBIL-
* * ITY: A significant huyer prefer-
* * ence for large, accommodating

vehicles, combined with a
stabilisation of running costs, has caused
Holden's ro re-think the size of the Com-
modore and to challenge the established
Falcon market.
The VN, despite regaining the original

floor pan, has internal dimensions which
which are so close to the EA Falcon than
measurements are required to pick the dif-
ference.

Internal width front and rear are essen-
tially the same, as is the rear seat head-
room, but the Commodore gains appreci-
ably in driver's seat headroom due to the
seat height adjuster.
The Commodore has been lenethenecl

considerably overall and sits nn ~ longer
wheelbase providing excellent overall ac-
commodation. Nevertheless, the Falrnn
retains a slight advantage in front and rear
legroom.

Outstanding boot space is provided in
the VN which explains the high rear seat
hack and parcel shelf.

Several convenience factors have been
considered. such as the vertical spare
wheel, the large rear seat trapdoor and the
wide-opening boot lid. Unfortunately the
lid mounting brackets rob some space.
Outward vision is another area in which

the new Commodore excels. Slim pillars,
Sow waistline and a large expanse of glass
have eliminated the normal blindspots.

In other areas such ors general lighting
and wiper coverage this Commodore is
also very good. and when all points are
added up it is an excellent package.

FINISH AND EQUIPMENT: Fully
* * aware of the haunting aspect of
# poor build quality, Holcien's is

trying hard to ensure ithe VN is
right first up.
We were not disappointed in the test

vehicle supplied.
While minor finishing imperfections

were noted in body and window trim, the
paintwork, panel fitting and internal finish
are well presented.

Pattern-woven seat coverings and door
trims, fabric roof lining and a subtle grey
dash toning gave our "IExecutive" model
an up-market appearance and a pleasing
cabin environment.

Fiolden's should consider a trim piece
for the rear bone edge which is merely
painted black and is hound to become
scratched and shabby.
Equipment level for this model is, how-

ever, basic.

Power steering is standard and air con-
ditioning an option, while ehe lururics of a
power pack (central locking. powcr win-
dows-mirrors-antenna and dome light
delay) are only optional on ~eelina mod-
els.

iN SERVICIE: The compactness of the Vf~
~ * Chas aided the underbunnet lay-

~ut considerahly end made ser-
* vicing access very good.
Spark plugs are angled in a similar fa~h-

ic~n to a VR and are one of the few areas in
which some patience rrray be required.

r~ single multi V belt driving all engine
pulleys is a feature of rhos engine and its
automatic tensioner and wear indicator
~re a major bonus.

-= ~;
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~T~hr <imrlicity of the pushrod OHV V6 and a m~+nifold pressure sensor t~ replace

~{r.ien h.►~ hecn claimed as an advantage the intricate fuel injection air flow sensor.

t~~ thr ~*cncral rc~airer, but it is essentially The transmission, rear axle and suspen-

thr i~nitinn and fuel injection electronics lion are well proven components, Hol-

~~~hich haffle Pnany mechanecs. den's dealers can be found almost any-

F~~~ldcn's has used a simple tripleroil •where and a standard 12 month/20a(K10

hlc~ck, firing two plugs each crankshaft re- kilometre warranty applies.

ve~lution to do away with the distributor

91 mm 97 mm

650m 103 mm

170mm
-~--+•
210mm

M;~kc and m~dcl Hold

Test car by courlc~v n( .. . .

Engine. trantmi~ci~n — ~.R litr

W'arran~~~ .. !2 mont

Recommended retail price .. .

RACY ins~rancc Categor~~ . .

TEST RESU

TEST CONDITIONS:
Weather ...... .

Wind speed .......... .
TemE+erature ...... .

SPEEDOMETER:
Indicated (km/h) .. 2
Actual .. ...... 2

ODOMETER:
indicated _ .. .
Actual . .. .

FUEL CONSUMPTION: Litr

Overall c~n~um~tion .. .

Highway .. .. .

c~~y . .
Bess.... .......
Worst...... .....

SOUND LEVELS:
6(1 km/h ........ .
1(Kl km/h ........... .

ACCELERATION FROM R

km/h
t l - 41 I .... ...... .

~t-t~► .. .. .... .
11- R (I ............. .

n-~(KI metres ..... ... .

Speed at 4(Nl metres

PASSING ACCELERATIO

k m!h Ee a r

40-h() .. D . .
(i(1-RI) .. .. D . .
RI)-I(x) ..... D . .
K1-12(1. D . .

BRAKE PERFORMANCE:
(Pedal application effort)

P'cdal Ic~ad
I(M1N ............. .

ISON ..........
2lNI N .... ... .
25l►N .... .....

Emergency slopping dictan

Fcx>t brake (1fK1 kmlh) .

Park brake ~(,(1 kmlh►
C'~mrol in emergency stomp

Fide lest-
111 x (l.Sg sups (mm !IK)

vale:
Pedal load at start . .

Pedal load a~ lflth seop .

Percentage load increase

GENERAL SPEC/

DIMENSIONS:
length ........ .

Width .... ..

Height ............ .

VVheclhase ........ .

Ground dcarance .

Kerh mass .. .
Test mass ...... .

Macs distribution (as stated
front 52.4"/0. rear 47.6%

Vehicle Rep~►rt Rati
by the R

HOLDEN VN COMMODORE
INTERNAL V111DTH FRONT: 1510 mm

INTERNAL WIDTN REAR: 1510 mm

cn ~N C~mmodorc FEATURES:

GMNAL

j.,~['$

N'

ce:

kmJh

FICATIONS

ACS'

Air rnnditioning ........... ... optional

e. Vh 4-~~eed auto. Sun roof...... ..... ......... N!A

he/211,(MI(I kilometres Power windows . . . . . Berlins option

S2(1.RI17 plug ORC Central locking ............. .... ....

.... ... D Power mirrors ... ......... .... ....

Cruise rnntrol ..... ........ .. .......

CAPACITIES: Titres

Fuel tank ................... 63

fine
Engine sump fine. fliter)............. 4.1

...
. 3.F km/h

Cooling system ................. I(1

..... IS deg.. C
ENGTNE:
(Manufacturer's specifications)

Swept volume ......... .. 3791 cm'

0 4(1 Ell }ill I(Kl 1211 Cylinders ...................... VF

1 4(1 SR 77 ~5 113 $ire x stroke ............... 97 x R6 mm

Valve operation ...... push rod OHV

..... IIKI.iN) km Compression ratio ...... .. R.5;1

.. ....96.9 km Max. mower ...... 125 kW at 4fUN1 rpm

es/1(K► km
Max. torque ........ 292 Nm at 321N1 rpm

11.4
Fuel system ................... EFI

.. .. 111.5
ELECTRICAL:

Battery .............. 12 volt. SII amp hr
........ 11.9

q"5
Alternator ............. 12 volt. R5 amFx

' ' ~ ~ ~ ~
TRANSMISSION:
Type ... .......... four-speed automagic

Driven wheels ........ .... .... rear

..... htid6(A) Gearing—km/h perl(x1l►rpm'

..... 72 dB (A) Gear 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Sth

EST:
uh

km/h I() 2()
BRAKES:

3(1 43 —

2.4 TYPe ..... .... disc front/rear
........

~ 9 Circuit ..............split/front and rear

~ ~ Limiting valve ............ standard

R.9 Lead sensitive ..... ....... N/A
..........

12.R Anti lock .... ... .......... N/A
..........

16.4 Adjustment .....................self......
134.1 km/h Perk brake ............... cable to rear

SUSPENSION:
Front — Telescopic strut, coil spring, lower

`~c`
• ~ •~

wichtxine arm, anti-roll bar. Rear —Live axle.

coil spring, upper and lower trailing arm, anti-roll
...... 3.!► bar. panhard rcxf.

• ;~~' STEERING:
......... 4.5 T ..y~ VR rack and pinion

Power assisted ............... standard

"turns--lock-co-lock .............. 2.75

Ethcicnc~ Turning circle ........... ...10.4 m

... 45% WHEELS AND ~'YRES:

........ 711"/~ Rim size and type ......... 6.IK) JJ 14 steel

... _ .... 95"/o Tyres ................. PI85/75 HR 19

..... —% Pressures ............front/rear. 1R(IkPa

TOWING:

.. d9.9 m. 79.11"/~ Pvlanufacturer~s max. ..159(1 kg (hrakecl trailer)

..... at.3 m. 33% SERVICE IIYTERVAI.S ........ 10,(K1(? km

.........gored
PARTS PRICES

at 1►.S km imer- REPAIR ITEMS:
Front bumper bar .............. S1fi0.(Kl

... 110 N Rear humper bar ............. 595.(x1

~~ N Left and right front guard ......... S2f~().(N►
1►% Headlight azsemhly ............ S115.[Nl

Headlight beam ............. NIA

Radiator grille ..... ... ........519.70

gc,nne~ panel .... ........ 5255.(x►
• aK511 Rear tail light ien~ ................ N!A

»9a Rear tail IiRht assemhly ......... S7K.0(1

.. .. X731
Tail gate dcx~r . .............. S2A5.11()

..... Boot lid .................. SIR().b(1

„~ SERVICE TT'EMS:
.. 131() kg Ahernator halt ........ SRO.(Nl

.. .. 1575 kg Oil filter ... .............. 56.20

~ — Front brake pads .......... ....553.(x1

Rear brake pads ........... 571.(MI

Air filter .. ..................522.00

n~ Code ~s used Fuel Filter ..... .... ~ ~ 5-~~ ~

Top and bottom radiator hoses .523. t1►

<
;~j
~

{-

. ~
,

~~~► Mod~J P.k•

tgae ae~215 Standard t7~3 THE 1948
1952
1953

X8/215 Sts~ndWd
FJ Sta~dsrd

f 1110
E1023 holden

1956 FE Sta~d~rd £1112 cost 733
1959 FC Sta~dsrd £1110 pounds --
1960
1861

FB Slsndsrd
EK Standard

f 1180
f ~ ~ pg 94 times

t 9s2 EJ 5tsndKd f 1 OS t the aver-
1964 Eti S~~ndsrd f 109 age male
1965
1966

HD Standard
NR St~ndsrd

(1069
=2167 WA @ O~g

t968 NK Q•Imont 52260 seven

1969 HT Bslmo~t :2328 pounds 10
1970 HG Bslmo~t s2~35
1971 NQ Belmo~l =2730 shillings.

1975 NJ B~In+a+t =4545 ~988'~ V~1

1976 HX B~Imo~t 55186 ~S s2~,~14
19 7 HZ Klnaswood SL S649S

44 times
1978 VB Commodo~• =6578

_,

19x1 vC Commodo.. L 17403 the aver-

19e2 VN Commodore SL 58598 egg mH1A
1984
1984

YK Commodore SL
VK Commodore SL

511.152
S11,J75

Wage Oi

1986 VL Commodore SL 515.407 ~'45g.80.

1998 VN GommoAcr• S20,01~1

~~ ~. s. r,a=~e~nt a~v~r~t o -~~7a~s Tf~e

Hc~ld~~ mr.~~~I 1 ~r~~ uR. C~r~~ in

~h~ ir~di~✓id~_~~l i t~~ ~f the ol~i

~ar~s; mist ~r~e ~~~~~~~—b~,~e~ il~. t~~.

i s part ~wner~ of iih~ ,~~oane= e

fir,rni end the ~~~rrir-a. is cic}s~}.v

r~el~.tEd to caur~ Laual ier,, tt~~

~~tr~a is not ~n F~~tr~~.

how~~~a~yr~.... .

_ .._

~~anii)y n~ot~~-in~ is s~~rr~cthing

to celcl~~-ate, it°s z ~-tolclet~ ~~, ~,

traclif ic~t~. (.:a~Yiir~ o(rc~r~ -'

~lustrr4li~'s {~cst 4 c>•lindcr
P.

fan~iiy~ tai- ~erfc~rrn<<nce ~nc~

c~1rc~~~ti~~i~al liat~c~li~a~ (R'1'S;

~ti~~~c~~~~ic~n). C)ff~~r.~~~~~lir~ to al(

~f'(~~lll ~ltl(~ ~~'~l~'()I1S 111 l~l(:

(:~uuir.~ rai~~;r. <<1~~r~~'s s~~iritc~cl

■

1.6 car 1.R litre of[er to~~ (i~cl

ecc~nc»ny~ (cl~~~o~e fi~ox» ~~atcl~ or

Sccla~i) and I3at'1111 ~1~i11 ~;i~.~c

~(1. f~0 l0 ~'ntll' I1('11'(`SL

~ Ic~lcien Dealer and sa~~e j~ay~ir~~r

all those on road costs.

y~,ti e~-er~ l~ett~l• fuel c'f(DIlOIlly .. ~ ;:..-~{.~,,..;~~,~ f '~
(:'i~ ttt.j~.~. 1 ~i~;l~~~•a~~~~). ~ loldc~a f - X ~ _ _ i ~

-~
-- _ ~ ~

.Jackarc~o'~ »iulti i~c~int -- ~ ~
t ~

~•+..~.... ~ f

fi~~l injcrtccl 2.~~ litre "~~~f-~Y
•:

'~; . .

~~ A~i
,~

the I~c~itc~~ tr~tc~k ai~cl hick.

_ ~ ~ SEE YQUR SOU~HAUSTRAL~ ~ ~ ~' ~~c~ANHC~LDENDEALER.. ,
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E~r~i~#1y, ~~m~ of tf-~e ~v~nt~ t~

~F'~`IL .''~ - i`1r~Y~ 1. Lor,t~+gin ~ar~inc~ "Canvas Cl~~~i~", ~atter~~e~ F'ar~l~::

~~~ ~'; 1 . L i ~~ n ~ + .:k ~.~ t~ ~ f ~ ~.~ t t c~ r~ '~ t: h ~ r► n u a I C i~ e ~ r~ iG f~ z r- i ~ ~.~ T r~ ~. n ~ {~ ~ r~ t

~~~ctac~~lar~- ~: Fair, C~ea.in F'ar~L:_, St~r~r~e~r.

h~{~'~ t, -~; . S~~tt~~~ t~lational ~Yin~~,c~~ ~~ Cla~~ic ~hcFw, I~gla~ton,

Er~int~ur~rah.

t~1r"-~`r' :i~. ~ol~he~~~r~ ~.l~~~ic `~'e~hi~l~e ~haw1 C.ol~t-te~t~r In~titu#~~,

E~S~;:.

T~fr~E c. iaiar-wick: "Goldman Oldie" dhow, l+►lar-wi~k: F'~ce C:a!Er,se. 

-JUt~JE 1 ~_~ - 1 1 . H~LDEC~ 4~JE~f-::Et°da - s.e~ ~bave .

J~1t~iE 1~l. t=~~lsh ~in~~~e F'~geant, ~;cr_yai t+~~I~t-~ ~i-~c~~.~ac~r~ctu~d, F'aw~~.

,J1.__1~~E ~~+. 5tr,atfor~d Cl~s~ic °f ~int~~e St~+~w, ~tr~~ttor~d F;.ace Go~cr~~e

JLI~~~!' ~'. All ~rn~r-icon E :trav~.~~n~a, ~ Coun~i~s 
Sh~wgr=o~~r~d,

t~talu~r~n, W~res.

.~~~L~~ 1 ; - fib. 1~3, Wins ~~► t~lt-~eel~ ~p~►~t~c~~I~t~, P~ar-~th t~f~~ld

Aer~odr~ome* E~~e::.

~L.~~U~► 1~ - ~+~~. "All England" ~'int~g~ E~~~n~, t-~i~~-_s~~~d, Sus~er~.

oc-ro~~~ ~ - 8. 1`ia 1 ~~~r~n ~9, -=~ C;aun t i e~ ~~c~~e~ r,a~tnd , 1~1a 1 ~~ ern .

Ti-se Editc~r~ c~r~ c~i~e ~,~a+~~ an ~r~tr~y farm far- ~nti~ cif ~F~e ~t~ove

~4J~nts in e:~chanr~e ft~r ~n ~. A. E.

NEXT ISSUE .o.......•..........

~t~~i~ months ~ po~tp~one~ ~e~hni~al

Ti.a~ wi 11 tie f~el~ a~~er~ ~!n~i 1 the

h1~,,~i e~ i t i on [ HRH ~ ~i~~u 1 d p Z ea~~

.~. -F eta ~-r~em~ier~ +,•~t~c~ may h~ V~e

pr-~e~.~iousl~f felt r~ee~I~cted ~~ it

i~ ~~i_~t~ ~~linta.r~e Ecii~ion Holden

before ~h~ Hol~~n T ;c~ to ~Q~aRr -

Di+~ y~c~u ~-:n+~~y, for ~;tiamp le, that

i-ic►1 c~ ~~ s ̀ k~ ~~ i ~. ~ a b ~d ~ ~n ~C~

L~n~~ia cha~~is-' There +ill also

b~ ~r~ ~~pda~~ on "'H~ld~n l~l~e~-.end"

wF~ ich ~e ~-~i 3. 1 a1 1 b~ ~ head inq -

w~n ̀ t ~~e =' ~s we ~ 1 ~s vca~~r~

1P~ter-,, newer ~.n~ tr~i~ ia, spaces

p~r=mi -ktirlg. ~~na~ all m.~t~r~i~I

to tt~e Edi t+~r~ b~for~e ~pr~i 1 ~~th.

~i1~as~, ~~r~ irrcl~~si+~r~ in ~~re

ne;::~ Nnld~n ~~~sirre~~.

AOLD~N-HJ PANEL VAN re-
conditioned 253 motor, Salls-

~~ bury dift, boa strilp ht needs

A~€.OEN3bHJ Sandm4 n53p~nels
van Ve, 1 speed, LSb, back
decked out exc. cond. 16500.
SWT-133. Ph. 2550110.
HOLDEN Hj ~EDAN. In ext.
cond. No rust. xc. paint. T-bar
auto. Must be seen to anQ~ed-
ste cond►tion. SlG-765. 51800
o.n.o. Ph. 254 2702.
~L[)EN H~ STATESMAN
DEVILLE V auto. Very clean
and tldv t/out. Blue duca, beige
trim, bucket seats. Meth. sound
and reliable. R~dlal tyres on
maps. Air cond., Dlsteerin9,
p/windows tow b!r fit., Aep.
t/89. Mush se11. ONLY 4804
o.n.o. Ph. 388 1161. SLV- 56.
I~CDEN HJ Waflon chev 350.
Turbo, 400 trans., OM Shifter,
v. fond, (5000 o.n.o. SGU-
~~i. vn. 2~~ oz9a.
1~OLDEN F1J WAGON. 202 re-
cond. auto.o tan auto, ma9s,
radio/cass., aIr-cond., chrome
rack, very clean. 4600 o.n.o.
SFL-942. Ph. 278 t 15.
HOIDEN Hj. 51900. SAX-299.
Good condition. Phonc

• 262 2179, anytime.
HOLDEN Hj, 1976 P~NEIVAN
6 crl. 3 speed. New white auto
re9• to APrfl 89. SFM-595. Sd00d
o.n.o. Ph. 255 3168 aft. 5 q.m.

~~DEN HJ 1976 Kln9swood.
Air-cond. good tyres, rep. good
interior. mech~Mcally good.
f2850 o.n.o. Ph. 268 1184 after
1 p.m. UAJ-151.
~iOLOE-Fl HJ 202 manual. Good
aDPearance runs well. Aeois-
tered. st6~0 o.n.o. suw-get.
Phone 252 0922.
HOLDEN HK Premier sedan,
new X02 auto., new brakes, tow
bar, radio, 6 months rev..
or( anal car, s16gp• SHZ-762.
32 ~ulnlan Av., St. Marys.
HbLOEN FiK, turbo charge 1Q¢
worked motor, ~ speed 3.vB
ditf., metalttc dark yre n palnt.
chromles, new 265 T~ tyres
twM system, velour seats, GTf
dash, tinted windows, Deus
more, f3200 o.n.o. Consld r d
c~ytinder part pavment. R~R-
382. P h . 261 1757.
~OLdEN HQ, manual. New 186
motor. Good tyres, 52500o.n.o.

HOLDEN HQ Premier runs
well. f 1600. RTX-07~. Ph.
337 8516 bet. 6-2 p.m.
~IOLDEN HQ, pram. sad., 1971.
air-tond., cloth trim, 253 B spa.
RDR-161. 52500 0.x.0. Ph.
293 3548.
HOLDS Hq sedan, 253 1
Speed, gots well, 3tert0, ChrO-
mfes twin system, GTS dish,
tow bar req. until 3/89. SAM-
915. f3S00 o.n.o. Ph. 277 52A8.
HOLDEN Hp Sedan '74. Yd1ow.
GT Stripes, bucket seats, air-
tond.. carpets. radio. Aussi 4
sated gearbotx and GT5 ma s.
52600 

~H~NE ~3 7407 E-~.

~ _ .. . - , i r 
. .. . :..yam • • ̀ •

~' „~ i s ~ ~t:.. :M ~'`~~. i],'a v. ~ r P:

~ y ~ ~ Y V~ ~i~y l

FREE HOUSE
Vl/olf s Castle, Nr. Haverfordrnrest, Dyfed.

Telephone: 0437 87662

..~.:, '~

:~ : ~~`'' ` ~Y.

This 200 year old Inn, situated on the A40, between Fishguord and Hoverfordwest
welcomes you and your family: Come and enjoy the best in Home cooking in our A Iv
Carte Restaurant or 6a~ Snocks, Local seafoods in summer, mouth-v~rotering desserts
trolley. Central for alt activities and for the Irish Ferry.....Accommodation with ~privote

facilities available ai reasonable prices.
°Recommended in many guides' Proprietors: Mr. 8~ Mrs. Fritz ~Jeur~nann

~ : , `. .,~.: rf ~. .. ~ , y

~~~` ~ '1.~J ~. r 
~. ~ r,' r h

Country Hotel and Restaurant
~~ ~

~ P~ . ~ ''~
~~ +

4=y

:.~
s-'--

Residential and restvurvnt licence; 15 bedrooms all with privvte bath and colour t.V., telephonesand radios; Children and dogs welcome; Car park (60) cars; Fishguard 8 miles; Naverfordwest 7
miles. A spacious country house confai~ing well-proportioned bedrooms including colour televisions
and a fine dining room v~d bur. Wolfscast~e Country Hotel is set in 1'/2 acres of gardens. The

restaurant, which drvws a regular clientele from the surrounding urea, provides carefully p~eporedfood involving trail+tionol as well as Continental cuisine; the majo►ity of vegetables ore home grow.In vddition io its recommended facilities, the house is extremely well placed For visits to o variety ofbea~Fy spots, beaches and secluded coves. The hotel has two squash courts and a tennis court which
may be used free of charge by residents. A brochure confirn►ing these details together with the tariff

will be sent on request.

WOLFSCASTLE, Nr. Naverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, West Wales
Telephone: Treffgarne X443-787j 225
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