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G 'day,

We're into our 15th issue, we
still have more members and cars
turning up and this edition
overflows with your letters. So
where was everyone during the
Holden Weekend? What turned out
to be a good Event weatherwise,

and "Clubwise" was somewhat
dampened by so few members
turning up. This was a
disappointment for the

organizers, particularly Guy and
Jackie Hardy who hosted the
Event, and perhaps even more so
for poor Robin Tripp who had to
come to Holden Weekend without
his car - the ship was held up
for a week and so had just
docked on the Saturday of out
"National"? Mind you, most Clubs
have an attendance average of
about 10%Z of membership at an
event, and we achieved about
23%, so I look on the bright
side!

Flease let me know what. form you
would Holden Weekend to take
that would attract you to
attend, and tell us what we did
wrong this year. All comments
are appreciated. Thank you to
those who wrote apologizing for
non-attendance.

* %%

The last I heard of Robin was
that he has retrieved his 1959
FB from Barking Dock and was
touring Europe, successfully
locking himself out of his car
in Berlin...

Eddie Ford has sent the promised
video of the History of Holden.
It features some fascinating
period footage of the prototype,
the early production lines and
unveiling of the 1948 Holdenj
much of it is in colour unlike
stills photos we see in books.

It is super viewing - contact me
for borrowing arrangements. I
must, in passing thank

Eddie, member Terry Schneider and
Vauxhall friend Bryan Slade for
sending me books and brochures
lately. They are all Club
property so if you want to read
them, please write for details
and send a S.A.E.

* % ¥

You might be interested to learn
that an EH van which once
belonged to Jack Brabham has
turned up, and what's more it is
for sale. The catch? Read Peter
Waugh's letter and see Kens
pictures to find out!

Back issues of Holden Business
are now available for sale to
members. Issues HB1 - HB3 are
just 25p + postage (a bargain!)
and all subsequent editions are
SOp + postage. Contact Ken
Garner for these.

Finally, due to an oversight I
forgot to remind all members in
HB14 that subscriptions for
1990-91 are NOW DUE. Thank you
if you have already paid; for
those who have not, the subs are
now f£10 U.K. members, and £13
overseas members, due June 1st.
This is the first increase since
the Club was founded and is
needed to offset dearer postage
and to finance the manufacture
of our own Club regalia. We look
forward to your continued
support.

Overseas members please renew on
receipt of this magazine - thank
you.
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* GMH have announced sponsorship
of up to $5000 towards
Australian institutions who
build a solar car for the 1990
World Solar Challenge from
Darwin to Adelaide, in the wake
of GM's 1987 success with its
own entry, "Sunraycer". /

*Holdens' also declared a profit

The cheliengs s

J . . -.--nm
of $91.4m from July-December P o et 8 e 16 veos
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Limousine’ of enormous length is

now in 1limited production; and
by now John Bagshaw will have "
retired as M.D. to be replaced
by W.J. (Bill) Hamel, who has 38
years experience in General

This is the only Bolwell pi
Motors behind him. Yy we picture

| I could find, the one with the
Ford V8 engine !




LETTERS

Guy Hardy has received quite a
few interesting letters lately
as the current Register contact.
Here is a selection beginning
with Peter Waughs * ex—Jack
Brabham van:-
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PETER WAUGH

2 Queens Road
SELF DRIVE HIRE Guildford, Surrey GU1 4JJ
Vat No. 212 0173 31 Tel: Guildford (0483) 576362 -

17th May 1990

Mr. G.R.C.Hardy,

The Holden U.K. Register,
Clun Felin,

Wolf's Castle,
Haverfordwest,
Pembrokeshire,

Dyfed, Wales.

Dear Sir,

I have been meaning to write to you for some
time because I have a 1964 Holden EH Panel Van, which
has been sitting in my garden for 15-years, following
an accident. The bedy is more of less completely
rusted away, but there are some very good mechanical
parts left on the vehicle, such as gear box, back
axle, wheels and all front suspension parts.

I also have two second-hand wings, a second-hand
bonnet and a front panel and bumper complete, which I
had sent over from Australia with a view to repairing
the vehicle. I hope this may be of interest to one
of your Club members, and look forward to hearing from
you.

) * UFDATE *
Disposal became pressing due to
an imminent house move So Ken

Yours faithfully,

Garner spent a useful day
removing all useable parts
including the ‘dry stored’ front
end and bonnet. The rusting

carcass having now gone to the
great to the great scrapyard in
the sky.

Contact Ken for any bits you may
need.

P.Waugh ~




It is nice to hear of another
“non Australian" Holdenj;

The
PARC DYFFRYN
Trust

Redland Farm Barn
Bonvilston Cardiff
CF56TQ
Tel: (0446) 781616
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CAR HIRE H.K./Kowloon
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FAR EAST RENT-A-CAR LIMITED

Head Office: 2 Watson Road, HK.  Tel: H-719237
HOURS:  9-am/6-pm Mon-Sun.

Branch: 15 Sze Mei Street, Kowloon Tel: K-204221
HOURS:  9-am/6-pm Mon-Sat; closed Sunday

Far East Rent-A-Car have air-conditioned General

Motors Holden sedans and station wagons available  Une of these perhapsy
for chauffeur driven hire, and Vauxhalls/Fiats for

self-drive hire. Rates range from HK$10 (self-drive)

to HK$30 per hour with chauffeur. Comprehensive

insurance is provided and delivery of a car to and from

your hotel can be arranged. 8

-

LY~y -0

Ken owns the 1939 J type
Vauxhall featured in a past
issue of H.B. We look foreword
to seeing you next time Ken.



Mike O’'Dowds’ Adelaide Show car
was giving trouble too :-
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Finally a letter and a card from
our roving European correspondent!

Houtland
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Bits & Pieces ...

Briefly :-

On the subject of parts, someone
I have known for many years,
Bryan Slade, of F.0. Box 1977
Shepparton, Victoria, 3630, has
offered to send bits for
members. He is a Vauxhall nut so
maybe our Vaurhall/Holden
members will get special
attention!

Membership Sec. and Treasurer
Guy Hardy advises that North
Foad Engineering, North Station
Industrial Estate, Newark,
Notts. will overhaul engines and
automatic gearboxes, and that
"they 're not greedy".

Member and regular correspondent

Terry Schneider, of 88
Gardenvale Road, Gardenvale,
Victoria 3185 sSays he has
arranged for members to buy

parts by VISA or Mastercharge
from Holden parts dealer Fat
Fay, 13, Mundie Flace, Blackett,
via Mt. Druitt, 2770, N.S.W.
Apparently he keeps new—old
stock of rust repair panels etc.
for models from 48-215 to EH. He
is cheaper than the big outlets
and has been in business a long
time.

Terry tells me that if anyone is
thinking of importing a Holden,

there are still easily
restoreable ones to be had
around Melbourne from $500 -
$2000, (approx £300 - £1500)

mostly FE-HG models (1956 — 70).
He can also get special Holden
tools for anyone who needs them.

A friend of his is breaking 2 HR
Fremier sedans and parts may be
had for free - except for the
cost of freight - Thank you for
the offer. By the way Terry 1
owned an HEK Kingswood 186
Fowerglide but I sold it early
last year. It was in HBE14. Maybe
I will acquire another in time!

[] Would anyone like to visit the

11

Long Barn Motor Museum in Lewes
Rd Cross—in-Hand, Heathfield,
East Sussex? I have two free
tickets to give away to the
first member applicant.

Brooklands Museum Trust are now
taking visitors on the following
dates:—- 11-12 August, 27 August
and 15-16 September. If you
would like to visit this
world-famous racetrack,
clubhouse and aviation
collection ring 0932-859000 or
0932-857381.

Use your Holden to take part in
the inaugural rally for vintage,
classic an historic sports and
rally cars held by The Scottish
Sporting Car Club, This includes
a total of 260 miles of daylight
navigation plus a 60 mile night
section and autotest, over the
weekend 13-14 October. At £125
entry fee it is definitely for
the serious competitor, but it
is cheaper than the Pirelli
Marathon ! I have details if you
are interested.

Richmond Tools Ltd. Hanworth
Trading Estate, Hampton Road
West, Feltham, Middlesex. TWL3
6DH  are distributors of the
"Metrinch" series of spanners
and sockets. These are designed
to grip the walls rather than
the corners of nuts and bolts,
and seem to be very versatile.
(I have had a set for some time,
they are guite useful on burred
nuts — Chairman) They offer a
special discount to Holden
register members. s0 ring
081-878-8295 if yYou need more
info.

»



With this new source of income the firm formed a separate business ‘“Holden’s
Motor Body Builders” in 1918, while later on Holden & Frost was sold off and they
leave our story. By 1920, Holden’s employed 600 people and turned out nearly

two bodies an hour using mass production principles. They were making bodywork
for a wide variety of cars, some names of which will please the historians among us:
Austin, Bean, Cubitt, Ruston & Hornsby, Rover, Fiat, Chalmers, Chevrolet, Dort,
Essex, G. N., Hudson, Hupmobile, Maxwell, Overland, Rugby Studebaker, Angus-
Sanderson, a few Fords and of course the original Buicks and Dodges. As for the
aforementioned Melbourne trams, Holden’s made the coachwork for some of those,
and a few are still to be seen in service.

Contemporary photographs show car bodies crammed into every available bit of
floor space with men trying to work on them obviously in cramped conditions, so
Ted’s borther William Arthur’s discovery of available land at Woodville, near
Adelaide in 1923 was quickly acted upon by building a large purpose-build factory
there. This too was a good move as Mr. E. C. Riley of General Motors Export Co.
found Holden’s a likely contendor to become G.M.’s sole body builders in Australia.
especially as they had worked with G.M. products like Buick and Chevrolet already.
Incidentally, like so many negotiations in Automobile history, Henry Ford also had
been involved with enquiries with Holden’s but when G.M. stepped in Ford dropped
the matter; his company was to set up elsewhere in Australia some two years later.

Holden’s successfully built G.M. bodies, usually to U.S. design for seven years,
adding Oakland and Oldsmobile to their existing range, plus a few competing
marques that they had built prior to the Holden’s-G.M. agreement. During the
second year G.M. introduced “Duco” paint to Holden’s which was now being used
in America on their range of cars; the Company easily adapted to this new laquer as
clearly they were geared for big business, by now having set up body shops in most
Australian States. In 1927 nearly 47,000 bodies were built between them on a

wide variety of English and American cars including Vauxhall who represented
General Motors in England.

While these figures seem incredible in their own right, it is probably even more so
considering other companies, e.g. Richards, and maybe Martin & King among
others also saw the light of day and began to build car todies themselves — it had
become a competitive market, yet Holden’s still had the highest output. Australia
even today has a population comparable to that of Greater London, and it becomes
easier to realise the industry’s difficulties when such a small buying public was
involved (although Australia has always been a transport-dependent nation), so
with the world reeession of the early thirties it is no surprise that Holden’s made
severe losses now they had expanded so much and run out of business. Things were
changing; old Henry James had died in 1926, and Ted’s brother Bill, never a fit man
died in office in 1929, only six years after joining the company. His replacement as
Managing Director was their cousin James R. Holden.

Bill’s beloved Woodville had been expanded at enormous cost just prior to his
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death and by the end of the twenties Holden’s was in financial difficulties. Ted,
however, negotiated a partial takeover by General Motors Overseas Operations and
this resulted in the present day General Motors-Holden’s Ltd. in April 1931 which
at least saved them financially until better times ahead.

In 1934 the man primarily responsible for the Holden Australians know today
arrived at GMH as Managing Director. An interesting man in many ways, Laurence
J. Hartnett had come from Vauxhall’s where he was Export Director, and was set
for a colourful career in Australia. Just when he joined GMH was building an
apparently new commercial vehicle, the “coupe utility”, “pickup” as we know it
today in steel turret form. In fact there was such a vehicle in Terraplane form five
years earlier but advertisers chose to forget that, electing instead to compete against
the new Ford and Dodge utes. The *“‘slopers” appear to have arrived around this
time too, contemporary two door fastback saloons.

Meanwhile expansion rampaged in the foundation of the Fisherman’s Bed factory
in 1936; Harnett expressed to the Government a desire to build complete cars —
this was a desire from his own heart, and something the Company could be
eminently instrumental in achieving for him. The Tariff Board Enquiry found that
it was impractical for an Australian company to build its own cars at that time, but
created interest in the Government because in 1940 Prime Minister Robert Menzies
stated that such manufacture was essential, and set up two Acts of Parliament
imposing import duty on cars and engines.

During the Second World War manufacturing was turned to military equipment and
frames for aircraft; in effect GMH worked according to the Government’s wishes
while gaining further useful engineering experience. The matter of an Australian car
was again raised in the light of this; this time the Governement did want a car, post
war of course, and so now the new project was discussed and approved through the
necessary bureaucratic channels of G.M. Approved at least, inasmuch as the
Executive Committee would let GMH design their own car and bodywork to suit
the unusual Australian conditions of rough, dusty roads and intense heat but
mechanical design was to be done in the U.S. However, when the Finance Com-
mittee were approached they simply said no, without further qualifying their
obtuse reply! =

Coincidentally, G.M. Detroit had built a prototype car which happened to almost

exactly match the desired specification of the proposed Australian vehicle, so
Hartnett and another engineer went to the States to persuade General Motors to

approve a plan to use this prototype as a starting point for their own project. The
two returned to Australia to greet Ben Chifley, in the Government with the delight-
ful news that his proposal had been accepted. The bad news was, of course, that
there was no money. but that turned out to be the least of their problems as Chifley
smartly arranged a supply of £2.5 million from the Commonwealth Bank. In the end
the Bank supplied rather less and the difference was made up by the Adelaide Bank
of which Ted Holden was also a director, and so started project 2008.

17



HOLDENS GONE BY

>
o
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Contact Ken Garner. ?dﬁ
icularl : — N\
July & August were particularly basis for customizin Over @
favourite months for releasing 250, 000 were made 9-
Holdens erhaps these 1 £ ! ) )
;z:ths antici;ateg anor beiimid 0il Filter. All bcyl 1963-86  ...n.. & am f4 plus post
as the do over here In July Distributor cap All 6cyl 1956-63 sssssnaas f& "
1956 thz first F‘Edeiéd Holden Valve»r‘egr‘ind set All 6cyl 1966-76 semaasses £12 H
of all was announced. the FE. _ ?1" :11ter _— 1363—84 ......... £4 :
Unlike the "Humpy' FJ, The FE The first sports Holden, the op hose 65-68  ...ieeees £7
featured slab sided styling and Monaro was released in July Bottom hose EH 149 EEEE £5 :
12volt electrics, otherwise it 1968, shortly afterwards winning ROFD” Arms FJ - EJ seesasnan £3
Was mechanically Slmast the Bathurst S00 endurance race. Foints FJ - EJ . wia i £3 "
identical to its predecessor. Officially Holden tell us that
By the way, direction indicators "Monaro" is aboriginal for “high
were still an option — this was plain”, but " womans bfeasts"
at a time when indicators were can also be substituted!
still illegal in some States of Various Monaros were available
Australia’ o Nowadays in 6 % V8 cylinder form, but by
retro-fitting of indicators to 1976 it had become a 4 door
practically all cars is model similar to the basic
COMpPUlSOry..... sedan, and was phased out. HOLDEN

The HG model range was released
in July 1970, being similar to

the HK series of 1968 save for PARTS SUPPL|ERS

the new Australian TriMatic
transmission and locally A useful tip for European Holden
designed VB8 engine. However owners from Ken Garner - He
another Holden ‘classic’, the HQ tells me that he has just fitted
came on stream exactly one year RARE SFARES FEUGEOT 504 (Birling GDB 562)
e later; it was so successful that 170 Brunswick Rd, brake pads to his HR they are a
i its spirit lived on until the Brunswick, Victoria. 3056 perfect fit, with the added
| ” mwwﬂvbﬁmmwwmwm late 1970°'s, in the HJ and HX "bongs" of a low brake pad
il i (released July 7&) models. CLASSIC HOLDEN SFARES warning sensor that could be
w - : Nearly half a million HQ's were 85 Commercial Rd, ;Dnnect-:ed up to a warning light
| built and many more exported, Fortitude Valley, if desired !
mainly to South East Asia. Queensland, 4006.
FAT FAY'S Another tip from the same source
13 Mudie Flace, = Unipart fan belt No. GCB 10887
Blackett, (the one for the VW Golf 1100cc)
Via Mount Druitt, 2770. N.S.W. will fit all Red motors.
Our next candidate arrived in THE LIONS DEN
July 1962, and was the last 24 McBGill Street,
model to use the "Grey" motor. East Ipswich,

It was the EJ, which featured Queensland 4305.

another new body (GM-H changed SEND YDUR TECHNICAL TIFS TO THE
body style every two or three * Don 't forget to try Ken Garner EDITOR SD THAT WE CAN ALL
models), seat belt anchorage first, He has an increasing BENEFIT FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE

points and better brakes. Lots
of these cars survive ( although
apparently none in the UK) 3
154,811 being built until its
successor, the EH arrived in
August 1963. This car is
considered a classic, featuring
the new 7 bearing "Red" motor
which was to remain for many
years. A homologated special, original GMH Edition (1952)
the "S4" raced at Bathurst that i £12 + postage.
year, and the EH is now a common KEN GARNER 081 391 2793

stock of used bits!

WORKSHOF MANUAL - 48-215
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20th May 1990

WHA il ) Minutes of AGM of Holden UK
Register held at Clun Felin,
Meeting commenced: 12.08 pm, Ken Garner took the Chair.
Chairman’'s Report

Ken welcomed those present especially long distance visitor
Robin Tripp, and thanked BGuy % Jackie Hardy for hosting the

AUGUST 4 ........Rufforth Park Autojumble, Wetherby-York Rd.

J Weekend. There were no apologies for non-attendance. The

07904 §3é20 . Minutes of last year’'s AGM were accepted by those present. Ken

AUGUST 4-5S ......Bleanau f;e?tigéggBFestxval of Transport said he was glad to see the Club going from strength to
083

strength, and that our publicity was effective particularly in
Europe. Our financial position was slowly improving allowing us
to invest in Club regalia. He hoped members would attend local
events and search out more Holdens.

AUGUST 4-5 ......The Great Bucks Steam & Vintage Vehicle Rally.
Worminghall.

AUGUST 5 ........Eton Wick Autojumble, Eton. Jct.7 M4.
081 897 3774

AUGUST S5 ........Yorkshire Historic Car Club Rally,
Hebden Bridge, 0422 844775

AUGUST 11-12 ....All England Vintage & Classic Car Show,

Editors Report
Fatrick Hemphill reported that he was receiving plenty of

i material for Holden Business, but mainly from Australia. Local
Hickstead, Sussex, 0684 575702 members seemed rather quiet of late. He said he believed the
AUGUST 11-12 ....International Retromoteur, Indoor Market. Magazine was the main attraction of the club, but that with
) Ciney, Belgium 083 21 33 94 hindsight, advance publicity of Holden Weekend was not
AUGUST 11-12 ....National Component Car Show, Sandown Park, sufficient, accounting for the low attendance figures. Eddie
) S””fEY7 0428 712180 " Ford, the Australian publisher had recently given Fatrick

AUGUST 11-12 ....Yeovil Fggéévgé_?; Transport, Barwick Park. . permission to publish his material in the magazine.
AUBUST 12 .......Clwyd Fractical Classics Convention, Holt, Finally he said that as apparently there were no prospective

Wrexham 051 678 7686 :

candidates present to take over as Editor he would stand for

AUBUST 12 .......Mill Lodge Autojumble, Outwell, Cambs. v 3

0274 870794
AUGUST 26-27 ....79th Northern Classic Car Show, G—Mex,

; Membership Secretary’s Report
Manchester, 0272 701370‘ Guy Hardy reported that we currently had 17 members plus 2 new
BECTENBER. 3O .-« Brand Loqdon Aulolushly + GIASELE faal Gy members for the year 1990-91. This broke down as 15 UK members;
Kempton Park, 092 7429547 3 Australian members and 1 West German. 4 members had no carj; 12
had 1 Holden; 2 had Holden-bodied carsj; 1 had a Holden special.
In all 9 cars were in running order. Guy also stated that the
club had enrolled 4 members since February, and that he recently
had 2 enquiries, from Madrid and Berwickshire.
Guy said he would publish a letter in the Western Mail to
investigate the number of Holdens in Wales.
Finally in this respect he asked the Meeting’'s feelings
regarding a separate associate membership subscription and a
Next lssue ___________________ . family subscription — no decision was taken at the Meeting.

Treasurer's Report

Guy Hardy stated that The Club held a balance of £180.30, and
had creditors of £5.86 and £9.56. He expected an income at
renewal time of £182.00. assuming no membership fallout. He
would submit a full balance sheet at the end of May. (see below)

Fart the second of "The History
of the Holden" will bring us to
19633

Your news and views will be
featured and anything else of
interest.

Flease send me some snaps of
your cars as The Register
library is sadly lacking in this
area. I will publish them unless
you expressly forbid it.

Send all copy to me by August
Z0th for inclusion in the next

Holden Business. \ >
20 21

In answer to a question, Guy reported that The Club’s Interest
account offers 6.5%,but no cheque book, but he also said that
Lloyds Bank offered a 9.3%Z extra interest account, The Committee
agreed to let Guy investigate this account, and to retain the
existing current account.

Matters arising

Ken reported an enquiry from a possible member in Antwerp, and
an Andrew Dunne of Sevenoaks, Kent.




- <
Guy enquired if Holden Business could be made bigger; also Ken's \J
job change was mentioned which may consequently put the future - W 3,@(
of the magazine in jeopardy but at this stage there was no cause i ’(/

for alarm.

: iy S
Election of Committee /VAY \?/ / 9‘?0 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY & TREASURER
The members of the Committee stood down but were re-elected en ! HOLDEN UK REGISTER
bloc, unopposed. Froposed - Ken Garner, Seconded - Robin Tripp -

motion car‘riecl. /4,1",%/@’/4#- ACCOU/Vﬂ //’/JADA V/ I-/L K?(T/JTL‘:‘(

Any other business

In view of member Allen Harris’' silence of late, Guy Hardy y e
proposed contacting him about the possible purchase of his 1959 / )7[4,{? !4/0//\/‘;’.' 3/- 5-89 j/_S- 90
FE.

The Committee generally expressed a concern about the likelihood

of some members not renewing for 1990-91. HPEM//\/G 8/7LHNC£ /V/L- | 68'42«

Robin Tripp offered some Holden spares to the Club, but they

were in his car which was inaccessible (now included is spares ' i 2
list below) He also volunteered to visit several members during //\/‘,dmé

the UK part of his tour to re-kindle their interest.

Guy proposed new style membership cards; Ken will organize. . s = // = R, ;
Patrick is to insert a half page renewal reminder in HB1S, with l. JU&kR’p /ON"S /-/OME 6 20 9000

:agzczu;i:f. that overseas members to renew upon receipt of the OVE[ka.f 500 7250 3500 /2500
2. SALE (OF ADVERTISING 4oy 5Q0

Windscreen Stickers; Fatrick is to retrieve the artwork from
Russell James (Flaques) Ltd. and instead apply to Screen

Classics in Brecon for some 3" rectangular stickers. Hopefully - g q 3 2
the price will work out at S0p each for members and 60p each for mAL /NCOME— 76C) / 8 4

non—members.

Ken proposed making back numbers of the magazine available to LE(—»<
members; a price of S0p each plus postage for HBS onwards and e
f 2 v, _ - ”
25p each for HB 1,2 and 3 was agreed. It was also agreed to have K—XPEND/7UQE—

a spares suppliers page in each subsequent issue.

Robin Tripp said he could supply glass for all Holdens at N, E
preferential rates from Australia. /QQJ/,HGE E‘(/}E/\/:E‘l) 853 4768

The affiliation of the Holden UK Register to the Federation of
British Historic Vehicle Clubs was approved by all present — the
subscription is £5.00 p.a.

n 7
To promote the club it was proposed to do a write-up for Classic &QZAA/(«Z- LAZ[MD I[OI'A/A',ZD L\gl"z ‘50 -'L‘_

Car Weekly - motion carried.

Ken apologised for not supplying the line drawings to be given I
as attendance awards, as there had been unforeseen difficulties

with the artist concerned. DngoﬁS AT YEAL EnD

Finally Guy asked Robin Tripp how to go about importing a car to i
the UK from Australia, Robin agreed to help anyone from the \

Australian end. He said the cost for him was $2000 each way, in \YU8 /\7£/\/£‘4\/A LS IL/M£ &75”0 I.?OOO

a container and that the journey took 6-8 weeks. Sharing a

container as he did is the cheapest method, Marine insurance JV[(JZAS /000 {200

cost %125 per %6000 of car value. 773’0 \82 00

CREITOLS ar year ewo
POSTAGE  EXPENSES 7-84 NI

The meeting closed at 1.46 pm. Q’q
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