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Bendigo Pottery Tourtst Complex ﬂﬁéﬁ HOLDEN

is now home to the iy BUSINESS
National Holden Motor Museum

@\c“"" ’

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1991

_—,

Visit the Bendigo Pottery Tourist Complex and . ..

.. tour the oldest working Pottery in . wander around the Hughes Brothers’
Australia — see the Potters at work collection of Holden cars, the largest in
and how the famous Epsomware 1s fired the Southern Hemisphere.

_see how the first Holden car was

. browse in the Gallery Sales Shop where
planned and produced.

you can purchase quality pottery at
reduced prices. - .. admire the prototype Holdens on

. - - ) display including the Holden "Hurricane.”
. enjoy a delicious meal 1n “Potters’,

G s : ViSI W with 1ts extensiv
airconditioned, Family Restaurant. . Visit our new nursery with its extensive

range of plants at discount prices and our
new range of terracotta pots.

The Bendigo Pottery Tourist Complex
Midland Hwy., Epsom — 7 days a week, 9 am to 5 pm.

EDITOR: BOSEMARY CAMP. DALBY AVE. BIRSTALL. LEICESTER. LE4 4FQ




FRONT COVER: John Dempsey's 1974 HQ Premier ( photo P. Hemphill.)

¢

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN/ACTIVITIES OFFICER: Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd,

Chessington, Surrey, KT9 1JY. 081 391 2793 G'day! Many thanks for the kind remarks
about the last issue! It was quite a

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY/TREASURER: Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolf’s ! challenge in many ways, but I was grateful

Castle, Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales. for Patrick's help and Ken's masterly
metamorphosis of the ' raw ' material into

EDITOR/PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER: Rosemary Camp, 8 Dalby Ave, magazine shape.

Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4FQ 1 bope you all bhad pleasant holidays. We

saw no Holdens in Norfolk (¢ although my
sons were sure that "Holden International”
of Norwich, on some Subarus and Troopers,

¥ 3 M _H ~ meant otherwise!>
D The Register is recognised by General Motors-Holden’s Aftar Kid el nlerted o 45 Chas Blake and
[ Member of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs his family's having restored their '57 FE

Special Sedan, and being interviewed about
it at "Cobham '91* , it was great to see
them looking out of " Auto Classics (Aug

The : 21 1ssue.) Could you please do us a
HOILDIE N follow-up on your last restoration
UK Rc?//:?ff.‘.r report, Chas?

Mr Geoff Flude of Opotiki, NZ, has kindly
donated to us a "Selling Manual" for the

HOLDEN BUSINESS HT range comprising Premier, Kingswood,
Back Numbers Belmont, Monaro,Brougham and Commercial

models. Our thanks are also due to Eddie As promised in the last issue we have

HB 1 - HB 3 ..... 25p each + post Ford of Australia for his continuing more info on Mike White's HRG Buchanan
HB 4 - Date ..... 50p each + post donations of varied Holdenmobilia and all (@2 tne m e i i

; we as e excerp rom e "1

thioas Who keep my postman busyi DISTRIBUTOR®, the magazine of the 'A484&F)

Owners Club of Nsv. There's an

entertaining article from John Diamond

of the "Saturday Telegraph" on insuring

your 'bangers' (as if they are!).

We extend a warm welcome to the
following new members: -
Copies of this excellent book containing

road tests and information on Holdens up Yvonne  Jackel, 11 Spinney Close,

to 1962. Liddington, Swindon SN4 OHQ
Available from Guy Hardy - Address above I Vho has a 1974 Kingswood Estate 2200cc
Price: £8 including post and packing | Rosd Tests- History -New Model Rpis | | 6cyl
(f.g all’ﬂall) B TR R
Paul Rankin, 7 Malakoff Road,
BT Beechworth, Victoria 375447 Australia,
f who has a 1959 FC Special Sedan 132ci
% and a 1962 EJ Premier Sedan 138ci
UK, REGISTER
X Martin Gdrtuer, Osteroder Str 28, 3362
Monaro GTS Bad Grund, west Germany, who has Klaus
‘\ Red on White Holden Register stickers Heberle's FE.
\ are available to club members at 50p each May your association with the Register
(post free if enclosed with magazine) ; be long and happy!




OLD FORD HOUSE
. - Owain VWilliams has sent us an 59, SMITHY LANE
interesting letter. Any further news on WREXHAM

the pink EK? CLWYD LL12 8AW
Martin Gartuer introduces himself to the
Fegtutar. i i
Harber 803{@.' A 12 August 1991

Dot &)M%O’(, as o8 ${ Ogt’(ioo((’v S/v 1%

Many thanks for sending us such an interesting envelope a
few weeks ago - well May actually! The information is much appreciated

5362_ (:Sq_d 8)1.,,.,\0( and will be retained for use by us: and others.
We enclose one or two items which may be of interest to you
(L)QS# - 8QMO(’('>L3 and other club members.

DQCLV Poc{’thcjz

/ { The copy of UNIQUE CARS was sent to us by a contact we have
3 : . out in Aussie lands who 1is renovating a Jaguar car and Norton
N motorcycle. He wil appi search out bits and pieces for us, an we

)Zj el S HQ" i cteaed 3 Q. QC«.&( G'p 1 1 happily h b 4 £ 4
- < do the same for him. There is no hurry to return the book - let other
L((Q"‘S Hﬁéﬂr/e . ?\ Al L/eﬁ CM/GMS"/"O( tan, O(O( CQI‘S’ club members have a lookr: and maybe drool: perhaps you could send it
back in two or three months say. If we receive another, you will then

QS‘[)QC[Q_(Q O/le(, WGec, C(/(q_us 60-(4\?47/ (ZtS /L(O(O(Ql«, have one to keep!

( e 2O 2 . The workshop manual covering the HK, HT(HG and HQ V8 models
3 e “ever Cl VO( 62)6\’{ \SM‘%“"'& aéo{"-y{ is a spare one we haver and we are sure you will find a good home for
. it.
%QSQ cars. u ‘A&Q*CC' ﬂus/;/ecu',é([aus fo (A -3

We are still negotiating to buy the pink Holden shown in the
)/(rqy[ QR L:J‘ou&yéco( 710 32([ yfqe Car 6QC%SQ @v[ enclosed photographs. Even though it is parked on the road, it is not
) in users does not have an MOT or taxr, and cannot be driven as the
> - N g clutch fork is snapped - for the third time. We want to buy it, but

()u'—:f“«& ‘CKN&‘ ‘[“N‘S {C)r q‘\s wews [oouns. Oue wout not for the asking price of +3,000!

(C(’(QV‘ :(' 60"4.&4% )MJ! A/(?[&{&a fm /(/{ 00(9/- Dh/ Vlcuic_e We recently had difficulty in finding brake pads for our '74

Regal. The Aussie Chargers contacts could not helpr other than to

as uALLc(, «S CIZ(C(,L(J g /U wr o order direct from down under. Eventually we found a firm in Manchester
/la" 0( hd x y(cpe /)/*CH«(O( who actually relined our old pads, for the reasonable sum of {25 for
the full set. Maybe a service to record on club files, come through us
QUILLY” O](‘OL Holele o #wee ol O/’LQ(S | aeeA N if you need to use them.
UJCL\.C‘ “O det'@r (A.J‘O ‘(*(«L HQ)’(Q‘QR u& (2.2&(3@ ﬂqyz We have not done any shows this yearr. but have continued our
) holiday theme. We have been over to Ireland twicer and also across to
UAQOUS ‘("1&(’ (¢ Cecens Uyt t= {*O CQ&L»Q .p[le £l aft France twice. Later this month we are off againl! i
N x . . Will keep you informed of events up herer and also of the
4('\‘3 (\O\L“+ Ve ‘*—“QM(QUSC\L”) #(-Q— A eucloge LA_;(T) pink EK. If we fail in our efforts we will pass it over to you.

‘e qux_(one Dlso Now wwic‘(-\{‘ sewd we {he

bock uounyers @‘#\u«&_ Ho(dew Busiwess HR A &

KR A0 awd e (act unwber ’AL&H /ﬁu\&usf “Yor

Ge ret of dhe witey Y {ihe Yo buoe sowns pest WiSheé :
Ul Register - shichers . A,

Bew. wSes (es

i

Please send us some photos, Martin.




Another informative letter from Jason %
Chatwin of Tasmania 1is featured next.

The EH sounds smart and a photo of it
will be welcome!

jaﬁon C halw o
L-s0 b(‘ﬂ

S lon

1 aSwana

kostana /330

Dear QG\'(“\C\L
Enciesed S my  (ereval  for

Sowschipen fec Helden Riginess. Mlse T have
wloded  Seme pheles (rom Round 2 ef tre
\)NSHQ\\U(\TCU(\M ar C\\rlw\(\@r\\hu ctt Symmens
O"T\S _Fémar\an 1\6\1 afny (eal Cjocd S, & \MC‘S

a ?a,r 7 \Wle® S:rom Ywe Yraalc. B?g‘:(ﬁ the )’\F LIS
Of te tace ey had a HR RPoden chﬁ as
Yere 'S aphelc ©F that oo hefe 1S aSe «@
Q&MQ of a Ex Holden aS \well 1+ \was ' n

oty goed Shape  apart from Jihe faded pamn
\'\J\\\e o} S\Immor\g T rook & ) heto of

A \V'\Y\ \V\CY\CA(O \\'\NQS N OOC) Y\,QK With &
_)17 %(—‘Cv\i Noter OU\C D\?‘ ~nar O\,TO,IY\ L rent
=8 it was a VU L Commedore S5 T+ \coted
@thel Smart 95 Wwell, M\ ya, Wil neke on
g tnempersng form I have @ Wev Weden T
\r\ac\ J\JS’t yeently Sold m H G \m'agor\ er\d waS

(e d\'\cL\r\«\“ RNelden When o EH Cauynt

N\\\ e% Th s had o lobt of wert done o \m r
a L‘_S()efd Wide Wwheels NelouC interior and o W&
disc Orare Son end T Wil Send NS ot it HlahandS

e Gim had not pheen  develepad -
\ourS  Sincery

Jasen Cnatuin
5

Mr C. Manley has kindly replied to my

request for details of his Kingswood and 3 _Tt\J\(Kr"J’JC«f\:/- QEM y,
Brougham. Ve look forward to receiving N -
your photose etc and also particulars of NeWT N 13'\?)9‘{”
Holden books. - 4 )
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Example 1 Full listing (Not actual size)

ORI u On & similar theme, we show a brochure - =

nterested iu the following invitation A PG . . . Un a eim ' e —_—
5 . | i IR : % N

rom Miller'e Publications Limited. QE; g = =g( SISSINGHURST COURT from the "STUDIO VEHICLE DIRECTORY". 4 - 7

- T lager, and also that TNT magazine of
i ;f“'\ (0580) 7140066 London contacted Ken Garner recently to : ;
I obtain two utes. NB Please bear in mind Jaguar E type V12 cylinder roadster. Black exterior,

“ e, ]
i Sissinghorst, Cranbiook Showing that Holdens can be in demand, - W
. . . . . | Kent TN17 210\ I've heard of one member's car being
Millers Publications Limited Whmlonn (US&0) 71400 vSed in an advert for a certaln Ausele

beige leather interior, above average condition, rhd
- that the above is not meant to endorse Current MOT, manual transmission, chrome wire
SRS —— = = — — a— e wheels, factory hard top
the services of the Studio Vehicle Contact: John Collins 53 Lightwater Road, Chard,
Directory Somerset. Tel: 0527 462881

G R C Hardy Esq

The Holden UK Register
Clun Felin

Wool's Castle |
Haverfordwest
Pembrokeshire
Dyfed -
Wales

Example 2. Confidential listing (Not actual size)

VEHICLE DIRECTORY | siomromm ooy

example complete with acetylene lighting set,
boards, leg shieids, correct saddie elc,
Contact: Owen Newman Publications

24th July 1991

Dear Mr Hardy

| Tel 0892 863766
i . | We are currently compiling the Direc- allcorrespondence onyourbehalfand
MILLER'S COLLECTORS CARS PRICE GUIDE tory of vehicles available for film, T.V., forward it to you. Please note you are
) : —_— oo the Fivet eqlEion media and advertisingwork requested under no obligation to take all the
J A tremendous response has been received following the first ed ol by leading film studios, TV companies opportunities offeredif youdo notwish
‘\ o Milier's Collectors Cars Price Cuide. We are now in the proceszs and advertising agencies. to do so.
A i\ T cap<1aQ iiti y . . 4
oF pampiding $he LAER393 U tion Vehicles,includingcars, motorcycles, o display your vehice in the Studio
R . . . o s & commercial vehicles etc., of all ages Vehicle Directory simply fill in the
T, s tiis: A ic F? T 1 d T lrge P f
o ensure tngt L.,l..‘,‘_x:-u-a‘t;ox? provides a full an: 'accur(ahe %t;u’ and condition are in constant demand form overleaf and send it with a
I8 e clfslic Ghe KIBRGt, W She Ao °,°“ta°Fmgfff "ffpyt D by these organisations. The Studio photograph together with your remit-
Clubs as we czan for phétogrzaphs nd infermetion frem Club memivevs. Vehicle.Di.rectory provides them with tance to the address indicated.
e ] S ) s eould wans a description and photograph of your Entries can be in black and white or
We should B expramfi gTatefal 15 any B6 YOI (Geriers cond send vehicle in an easy to use reference full colour. The cost for this entry is
' pictures of wabiclegpepacially. thnse that have Facently besn sole. directory. €35 + VAT and £75 + VAT.
f gr are x’pr sale,.a:ong‘with a bx"l?! aes‘crl.ptxon of each car -1.0; inc tude The rewards can be substantial. For respectively.Allownersenteringtheir
! date, make, modtei, marque, condltlonl aet.;alls gf work/restoration, example it is not unusual for a vehicle vehicles in the Directory automatical-
priss paichk sad’ gy otier Lotors aflectlog price. Ay photogmehs to earn its owner £1,000 for a single ly receive a copy upon publication.
seiected for inclusion would be acknowledged as PC - Private Collection. days shooting. To ensure that your vehicle Is entered
i p - iated. Pl o not If you prefer confidentiality within in the Studio Directory complete and
Your nelp in this matter would be much appreciated. SRS/ A0 L the directory we are happy to receive return the form without delay.

hesitate to contact us should you reguire any further information
or assistance. L s i s it e i S i i S, e e i R s 5

We: Jook farears to eeariby e oo, Payment by Cheque/cash/credit card
DETAILS OF VEHICLE YOUR DETAILS (Visa.Access only)

Car/Motorbike/Other (specify)

% *Make............. Model............. Year.........
/ ' Colour - Exterior............ Interior............ Address..

F .
L "[ / \
lfsz({{'( i
/\: S AL LT R ; Condition - Please tick one category

* Concours [___] Above Average D

Yours sincerely’

Do you require confidentiality Y/N

{| Elizabeth Smith Average [] Below Average [ ]
Mono/Colour (delete one)
Left Hand Drive/Right Hand Drive? Total amount payable including VAT = cooreeemm
Mono £41.13 Colour £88.13
Current MOT? YN
3 H T Send coupon to:
Other interesting detais: The Studio Vehicle Directory
— —- — . Owen Newman (Publications) Ltd
Langton Green, Tunbridge Wells
Directors Juae Mulier Martin Miller. Duncan Baird, David Hight REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO: 1527729 Kent TN3 OEG
REGISTERED OFFICE: MICHELIN HOUSE. 81 FULHAM ROAD, LONDON, SW3 6RB V.A.T.No. 340 2429 92 Tel: 0892 863766 Fax: 0892 863503

7 8



NITTY GRITTY

PRICE GUIDE

5
Qfég VEHICLES
LW JULY 1991
\;3
DESCRIPTION GRIT BLASTING ETCH PRIMING
from - to
Wire wheel £12 £20 £8
Standard Road Wheel £8 £12 £6
2% ’JW& (A Boot Lid £15 £30 £10
Bonnet £20 £40 E1l5
i Bonnet (E-type, GT6, etc) £100 £150 £60
Dear Sirs Door £15 £25 £12
Tailgate £15 £30 £15
BACK TO BARE METAL GRIT AND BEAD BLASTING vValance £10 . - €5
Seat Frame £10 £15 £6
I would be grateful if you could send me current rates for Hood Frame £15 £25 £6
advertising in your club magazine as I would like to Exhaust Manifold £5 £10 £5
promote our grit and bead blasting service to your Wing (modern) £20 £30 £12
mempers. Wing/Running Board (old) £35 £45 £18
L. ] Body Shell, (less panels)
From our own work restoring British sports car bodies, we Saloon £150 £400 £90
have found that the best way to remove rust, corrosion and Body Shell, (less panels)
old paint from a vehicle is to dismantle every component Sports £150 £300 £90
for individual blasting. Chassis £90 £120 £50
Pedal Car £45 £25
This process exposes deterioration - areas pin-holed from
rust or so thin that their structural strength is reduced BEAD BLASTING
- which even the most meticulous cleaning by hand will not from - to
reveal. It is these areas which, if undiscovered, can Carburetter body £10
greatly diminish the lifespan of a newly-restored vehicle. Manifold £5 - f£10
. . . Cylinder head £15 - £25
Blasting also makes light work of cleaning intricate Rocker cover £5 - £10
components, such as wire wheels and carburetters. Jobs Bell housing £10 - f£15

which can take days to complete by hand can be finished to
a much higher standard in just a few hours. Blasting is a
quick, competitively priced alternative to precious hours
spent tediously scrubbing away with a wire brush.

These components are just a few of the items that we can
blast clean for you. Please call us on 081 904 2665 to
discuss your individual requirements.

I enclose a copy of our latest price list. We can collect
and deliver components by arrangement, and can offer a
specialist preparation, painting and polishing service.
Please call for further details.

PLEASE NOTE

These prices are quoted for guidance only. In the main,
they represent a fairly accurate guide though variations
can occur according to the type and thickness of paint,
etc, to be removed. Mechanical components should be
protected or if possible removed to prevent damage. Any
degreasing, removal of underseal or dismantling of
components required will incur an additional charge of
£12 per hour.

Yours faithfully

Ao

ETCH PRIMER

Etch priming helps protect the metal from oxidation and
provides a suitable key for subsequent coats of paint.
This is strongly recommended.

Allen J Corcoran
081 904 2665

) 10
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Harveys Yard Sudbury Crescent, Wembley Middlesex HAO 2LZ



Restore your own

RESTORATION

ANYBODIES

gzec

Reptecenment Rubber Seals and Small Moukings

JWM
R

JAMES WALKER METAFLEX LIMITED.

YOUR REF PLYMOUTH ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
TAVISTOCK - DEVON - PL19 90N

Telephone: Tavistock (0822) 616141
Facsimile: Tavistock (0822) 614778

ourrer  DS/CF
DATE 1st July, 1991

The Holden UK Register,
Clun Felin, Wolf’s Castle,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed,
South Wales.

Allen J Corcoran
081 904 2665

Classic Car
Professionally

-

Sportscar Body Rebuilding

<

For the attention of Mr. G.R.C. Hardy, Secretary.

YOU STRIP IT . WE REBUILD IT . YOU FINISH IT
Harveys Yard Sudbury Crescent, Wembiey Middlesex HAO 2L.Z

Dear Sirs

Reassembly of your car can now be completed. If you wish,
Customers are invited to call in at anytime to view the car

The full body respray includes the underside, interior, engine
Anybodies Restoration will undertake this task for you

bay and exterior. Meticulous preparation ensures a

We reconstruct the body completely, paying careful attention
high quality detailed finish

to alignment, internal panel coating and weather sealing

A time log and photographic record are kept for your

You begin the job by stripping the car, we then grit blast and
inspection

Anybodies Restoration means exactly that - restoration of any
etch prime the bare shell/chassis

British and Classic sportscar body

As you know when a motor vehicle reaches a certain age, mass production
gasket spares can prove extremely difficult to obtain and it was this
realisation, well over thirty years ago, which prompted us to provide
special manufacturing facilities to service this requirement. Since then,
we have developed a World wide reputation for Service, Quality and
Manufacturing expertise, in this highly specialised field.

Our ability, to prepare by hand Copandas cylinder head and exhaust
manifold gaskets is well known, Copandas being our brand name for a Copper
clad gasket, which possesses first class oil and water resistance, coupled
with considerable mechanical strength.

All we require is a pattern for copying purposes, which should, ideally be
the old gasket, provided it is in reasonable condition, or alternatively a
stiff paper template together with details of the thickness required. As
each gasket is individually tailored, there is virtually unlimited scope
for modifications such as enlargement of bores, redeployment of holes and
slots, as well as alteration to gasket thickness, to achieve optimum
engine performance.

153 Newmarket Rd
Ashton - U - Lyne
Lancashire

oL7 90

&

dscreen seals, all at an affordable price.

In addition, we have materials on our manufacturing range to cater for
every circumstance likely to be encountered. For oil/water applications
there is jointing in thicknesses 0.2mm and upward. However, if for oil
sealing duties such as sump and crankcase, a more compressible material is

7 considered desirable then a synthetic rubber bonded cork available in
thicknesses from 0.8mm. Another jointing for oil in our armoury is, a
tough and durable impregnated vegetable fibre sheeting which has the
additional advantage of being petrol resistant and is available in a range
of standard thicknesses from 0.15mm.

als to oiginal profiles, we can offe ilems

i
vin

net seals and

by call 061-339-2069 to

live

12500t 1 Alego 15, Becc

bber s foryour vehicle
Made from the best quality mater
such a¢ boot seals, bon
your copy of Che catalogue atthe lower

prce of 8, which lsts window seal for  large mumber of popular models and

Should a curtomer come ontous for & section we do ot lready list, we will be

pleased to have this item remamfactured for inchusion within our rapidly

expunding range.

t for

All these materials are available in cut joint or sheet form and your
enquiries for any quantity will be welcome. Just send a fully dimensioned
drawing or pattern.

i

Telephone

The type of car | most interested in i

lenchse 8p

Cont/

ffthe roll" sections available, Alterna

ious v in which we can help you,

\

maty o

Whether you're the omner of an Alvie
supply you with all you need in ru

Filln the fotm below and return
Plezse send tme the lntet copy of the Exec. cataloge

Name
Addres
Fostonde

Registered Office: Lion Works, Woking, Surrey GU22 BAP Company Reg. No. 454324 England Cartificate No #M 1327
1o

e e e e e e e - — — PR~ — —

.
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% Bits & Pieces ...

Our thanks to Dennie Gardner for the
following article on an FJ in the same
family for 36 years.

- 2 =

The object of this letter is to remind you and your membership of our
specialised Technical Advisory and Gasket Manufacturing Service, which we
feel is second to none. Perhaps you would be kind enough to include
details of our capabilities in your Club Magazine, as we feel sure your
members would benefit from our service.
»

Our Sales contacts are Janet Powell and Mike Jennerway, who will be very
pleased to assist.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours faithfully,
for JAMES WALKER METAFLEX LIMITED

Cl.q¥2chﬁ<3 THE HISTORY OF AXF-487

pe D. Slee OUR VEHICLE IS A 71955 FJ STANDARD SEDAN. I7 WAS ASSEMBLED AT PAGEWOOD
Managing Director. PLANT IN OCTOBER 71955.0 UNCLE AND AUNT, CHRIS AND BELLE GARDNER BOUGHT
THE VEHICLE ON THE TTH NOVEPBER 1955 AT ARMIDALE NSW. THEY ENJOYED MANY
YEARS OF TROUBLE FREE MOTORING.
IN JUNE 7987 AFTER AUNT BELLE MIOVED TO NEWCASTLE WE BOUGHT THE
VEHICLE FROM HER; THE UNCLE PASSED AWAY SOME YEAR AGO. AT THAT TIME THE
SPEEDO READING WAS 63,794 MILES,AND WE HAVE ADDED SOME 4,000 70 THAT.

‘iﬁ{ ** * * * * WHEN BOUGHT THE VEHICLE WAS IN VERY GOOD CONDITION WITH ALL THE ORIGINAL
PARTS STILL ATTACHED, EVEN THE RADIATOR. OUR WORK FOR RESTORATION WAS
THEREFORE RELITIVELY EASY BUT TOOK A LOT OF WORK JUST THE SAME 70 BRING
I7 BACK 70 I7S ORIGINAL APPEARANCE.

BOTH ANN AND I ENJOY THE OUTINGS WITH THE CLUB AND IF I HAVE MY WAY
THE F] WILL BE IN THE GARDNER FAMILY FOR MANY YEARS 70 COME.

DENNIS GARDNER, MEMBER NO.307

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

RETROMOBILE February 1992
THE PARIS CLASSIC CAR SHOW
LE MANS June 1992 SO RS Y

THE TWENTY FOUR HOUR RACE

Exclusive Tours for Classic Car Enthusiasts
for details please send SAE to
NEST, P.O. Box 70, Northwood, Middx HA6 3RP.

13 14



(With thanks to John Diamond)
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Available 1n
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black script.
All sizes
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Justin case your
banger’s in asmash

TO YOU it may be the classic insurers demand a

Lity

1

same desigr avallable 1n
stace, airmail whe

sweat shi

An exclusive
Top cue
available,

S M L [05 58 | indicate

best Ford Prefect in professional valuation;
the All-Rutland others, like Best, want no

Annual Fordathon and Fun
Run and the sole beneficiary
of your every mechanical
affection, but write the car
off in an accident and the
chances are that your insur-
ance company will take a
more prosaic view.

Most insurance compan-
ies work on standard book
prices: to them your perfect
Prefect is just another 35-
year old banger with, it fol-
lows, some 300,000 miles on
the clock and seats worn
down to the springs. It is
thus worth, in their unsenti-
mental view at

more than details of the car
and its condition, supported
by some photos.

Although Bests have an
‘‘everyday’’ policy which
allows you to drive the car as
much as you want, they —
like most classic insurers —
usually work on a restricted
mileage basis which
assumes a classic car is
either a second car or, in any
case, driven in moderation.

A 35-year-old Londoner,

with clean licence, driving a
garaged 1960s MGB with an
agreed value of £6,000 no

more than 6,000

year for fully

least, a few hun- —" miles a year, will
dred pounds. : o 01 pay just £100 a

Insurance com- Ov
panies just don’t

understand about

comprehensive

Y
A
0 l ’5‘ EinsuranceA If the
concourses des ) istance driven is
élégances or H only 1,500 miles a

about fanatics

year (just to ral-

who will travel cuss|c lies and on sunny
the length of the weekends, say)

country to find an the cost is £55 a
authentic air-fil- GARS year. Give the
ter decal. " S— driver a '57 Jag-

Or, at least,
most insurance companies
don’t. A few are sympa-
thetic to the classic cause
and have put together insur-
ance packages which
acknowledge your fanati-
cism and your car's true
worth. Better still, they will
probably charge you less to
insure your valuable classic
than they would to insure a
less valuable modern car.
‘“We charge lower premi-
ums simply because we
know the driver is an enthu-
siast,” says Marion Best,
whose company, Peter Best
Insurance Services, 1s

uar XK150 worth
an agreed £30,000 and the
price is only £277 a year for
comprehensive insurance —
excluding business use.

If you have more than one
classic, then Moffat and Co
of North London have an
agreed price policy based on
a professional valuation —
which works on the basis
that you can only drive one
car at a time. Drivers with
clean licences pay £200,
which covers them for being
on the road in any of their
cars, plus half a per cent of
the total value of the cars
themselves. Thus a lucky

almpos! Tely concerned  driver with, say, a trio of
w insuring classics. £30,000 classics pays £450 to
“‘Somebody who spends all cover the cars plus £200 to

his time getting a car into
perfect condition isn’t going
to take it out and do silly
things with it.””

Like most classic insur-
ers, the Best company
makes certain conditions
before they’ll take you on.
T 1s_that you’.
member — even an inactive
member — of gpne of the clas-
sic car clubs. iﬁus are tﬁiey
assured of your enthusiasm
for the car you drive. While
most non-classic insurers
value your car on the basis
of the average worth of a car
of your marque, model and
age, classic insurers work
on an “‘agreed value” basis
which takes into account all
those weekends you’ve
spent under the bonnet and
the thousands you spent on
the new paint job. Some

cover his driving them and
has complete insurance for
all three for £650 a year.
There are four or five
other companies with varia-
tions on these packages and
you’ll find them listed in the
small ads section of most of
the better classic car maga-
zines. Alternatively — and
it’s often the better alterna-
tive — almost every marque-
based classic car club has
arrangements with one or
other of the specialist bro-
kers for cheap insurance.

John Diamond
@ Peter Best Insurance Ser-
vices Ltd, PO Box 490, Main
Road, Danbury, Chelmsford,
Essex, CM3 4EW, (024541
5714). Moffat and Co, 796
High Road, London N17
ODH (081 808 3020).
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SEECHALBEEATURE
HALF-PAGE REMINDER!!!!!

The time seems right for a feature on
the Buchanan Cobra which was first
released in 1958.

MEMBERS ARE RESPECTFULLY REMINDED THAT

SUBSCRIPTIONS VERE DUE ON 31.5.91.
CHEQUES AND

Buchanan Cobra

Nat Buchanan was well known in the motor trade
in 1952 when he set up a small shop to build
glassfibre bodies to special order. His clients
were mainly MG, Austin-Healey and Holden
owners who wanted lightweight bodyshells for
racing purposes. Nat was happy to build them
anything they asked for. His business grew
steadily and, after arriving in Sydney:. | kept tabs
on his progress by periodically calling into his
workshop and photographing the latest ‘special’
under construction.

He had a surprise ready for one such visit
Taking me to a corner of the workshop, he
whisked away a dust-sheet and proudly unveiled
an open two-seater | had not previously seen.

“This is a prototype of a new car | have
designed around Standard Ten parts,”” he said

"I have shown it to executives from AMI
(Australian Motor Industries assembled
Standard/Triumph vehicles at the time)

“They have agreed to sell me new
components and distribute the car through their
national dealer network."”

Nat was elated. He had been a battler all his life
— a battler being an Australianism for someone
who works hard but has little money to show for
it. The Cobra, as he called the newcomer,
represented his big chance.

The well-finished body was unusual for its day, was — and is — no shortage. The Cobra also had SUNBURY
being a self-supporting monoconstruction design wind-up windows and comfortable seating — J COMMON
It sat on a box-section chassis carrying mainly unusual features for low-cost cars at the time ' 210011
Standard Ten components. Nat had built and sold half a dozen Cobras | SUNBURY CROSS

Readers with long memories may recall the
Ten as a robust and lively small sedan, with a
tough suspension system and a free-revving
950cc engine which could be extensively
modified without breaking.

In the light-weight Cobra, the engine put sting
into the performance — a top speed of 80mph
and exceptional fuel economy

In some ways, Nat had anticipated the smaller-
engined MGs and Austin-Healey Sprites which
were to follow. But in the Fifties, when money
was tight, the main aim was to launch a low-cost
two-seater selling for less than the MGTF and the
newly arrived MGA.

19

As much by accident as design, the Cobra
offered a major advantage for the Australian
scene — a large ground clearance which allowed
it to be taken over gravel roads, of which there

when something went wrong. The distribution
plans were abruptly cancelled and the Cobra was
withdrawn from production. He was, of course,
immensely disappointed, but never told me what
had caused the crunch | rather think that he had
badly underpriced his handywork and, when a
large increase in price became necessary, the
Cobra was uncompetitive

The MGA had just gone into local production
and, in all probability, Nat Buchanan discovered
he could not compete on price.

thoroughbred & classic cars august 1984

PLEASE RENEV WITHOUT DELAY.

POSTAL ORDERS ARE PAYABLE TO "THE HOLDEN

UK REGISTER"

AND SHOULD BE SENT TO GUY

HARDY, TREASURER, AT THE ADDRESS ON THE

INSIDE COVER

Grand London Autojumble- sounds like a
good day out before the season finishes!

g = tha Lovaty Suroundengs of he
KEMPYON PARK RACECOURSE
ON ADAD A30A. NEAR NINCTION 1 ON THE M3
SUNBURY ON THAME S NFAR LONDON

GRAND LONDON
AUTOJUMBLE

SUNDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 1991 il

OPEN 1O THE PUBLIC 10AM UNTIL SPM

Nearest Station SUNBURY(BR) Telephone Waterloo
Train & Fare Enquiry Office 071-928 5100(24 hrs)
05 w \

) ) o5

 BUS STOPS

.JL, T —
A30
? 8

;. L

SUNBURY

! STATION (BR)

A AL E ARSI

M3 MOTORWAY ENTRANCE 5
i

C JUNCTION NO.1° o] —

UNCTION NO1' 1,8 CAR PARKS™) SN =

¥* FREF CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
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#STOF FRESS#*

Club 1s hoping to put
on a small display at this
LAWN FOR FAMILY PICNICS SHOwW.

PERFORMANCES 8Y
THE BAND OF THE SURREY YEOMANRY (11AM)
THE STAINES BRASS BAND (1 30PW)

-4

ADULTS
£2.50
CHILDREN
€1

SMART DRESS
FREFFARE D




Famous
Last Wlords
““I've ridden bikes
for years and never
had a light.”

* XX

RARE
SPARES

Have moved to :— I90 GILBERT RD
FRESTON
MEL BOURNE
VICTORIA 2072
AUSTRAL LA

Fhone - 010 613 471 QO73Z3
Fax - Q010 613% 471 0O753

, ?rldi;\g Hours: 8.30 a.m.-5.30 p.mi ﬁondny to Friday
9.00a.m-430pm Saturday === |

Fostal Address ;- F.0. BOX 139
GLENROY
VICTORIA 2046
AUSTRALIA

Mike White is keen to learn
about the availability of engine
parts for his HRG Buchanan and
also needs advice on tuning.

* ¥ X

How about some letters for

this section 7 Other members
may be able to benefit from
your i1nformation on short-cuts
Etc. gained from all those
tiours spent working on Holdens!

* *%

Nextlissue. .. ... ................

It's hoped to do a feature on the EH, which
first appeared in Aug 1963, and was the
most popular Holden until the HQ arrived on
the scene. We look at how the Holden car
salesman viewed a "prospect” and cheer up
the dark days of our UK winter with a visit
to Aus in the company of Patrick Hemphill.
Last, but not least, your news, views,
photos, etc are always welcome! Deadline for
HB23 is 31 Oct

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HOLDEN
One man's tribute (with apologies to poets everywhere).

In 1948 a car was launched called the “"two one five"
Forty years later its spirit is well and truly alive.

The FJ came next and what more can I say,
Its still the best known Holden, even today.

1956 and it was time for a change
In a blaze of publicity came the FE range.

The FC came next and rammed the message home,
It was 1958, we had entered the age of chrome.

The FB had something to tempt the swinging voter,
A brand new shape and bigger motor.

In 1961 the EK was heralded by pipers,
At last we had a Holden with electric wipers!

In its day the EJ earned its share of praise,
We didn't know then it was the last of the greys.

The EH had what the opposition would soon dread,
A 179 cubic inch engine painted "Holden" red!

The HD was a leader in the performance stakes,
Especially with X2 engine and front disc brakes.

The HR, considered by many a classic steed,
Had optional limit slip diff - 186S and 4 speed.

Depending on your mood, the HK could be wild or tame,
It was the one that bought new meaning to the options game.

The HT, a Holden, so naturally fantastic.
Had shades of KZ7 eg: its grille was plastic!

For neatness of styling the HG had just the right mix,
But, alas it was the last we would see of the mighty 186!

The HQ of 71 was different through and through,
New body, new suspension and an engine called 202.

In 74 we had the HJ and the look was heavy,
Remember that grille, it was distinctly Cheuvy.

After nearly thirty years we stamped our feet no more,
The HX no longer had the dipswitch on the floor!

The HZ was one of the best of the line,
On any twisty road RTS meant "Ready to Shine".

That's the end of the story from me....
There was only one more real Holden - the WB!

Originally written to commemorate the 4Gth birthday of Holden in
(With many thanks to Glenn Flinkenberg of Auckland, N.Z.)
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