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CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE : Hake cheques payable to Holden UK Register.
Holden Business back numbers. 1-3 50p the three
4-Date 50p Each
Book. Holden 1948-1962 £8 Each
Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p Each
Tax Disc Holder " 50p
Key fob e 50p
Cloth Badge A £7
Tie (Blue) o £8
T-shirts £6.50 and most sizes are available.

Small items can be enclosed post free if sent with next copy
of magazine otherwise please add postage
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VAUXHALL

Once driven. forever smitten

WRIGHTS MOTORS
Forge Filling Station

EASTVILLE, Nr. BOSTON, LINCS.

We Care About the Older Car
If You Do - Call Us Now

0205 84 334
WHY SCRAP IT?

CAR RECOVERY AND TRANSPORTATION

By Classic car enthusiast
Fully insured .
Anywhere in the UK at anytime

TEL: B. LEGGATE 07903 344 for more information

Looking for OBSOLETE Vauxhall spares?
TRY US FIRST: Large stocks available

for all models of Vauxhall from 1948 & Light Vans HA-CA & CF etc.
You are welcome to come and view. Walk aropnd facilities.
Mail order and delivery service (UK Mainland)
We also purchase Vauxhall-Bedford spares — any quantity.

JAMES CARPENTER

The Old Station, Eastville, Boston. Tel: (0205) 84502 Fax: (0205) 84512.
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G'day! It's been qQuite a summer for phone
calls, mail and visits, all on the Holden
theme. John Kingston in Enniskillen is very
keen tc have an original ute, so see his
letter in this issue. Nrs Jackel's wagon has
found a new home with him, too.

¥y better half, Gerald, recently had a call
from Australia regarding Princess (wedge)
spares! The caller was later amazed to hear
of the existence of the Holden UK Register!

Recently. I had the pleasure of a visit from
Peter 2nd Ruth Jackson of THE OLD AUTO RUBBER
COMPANY in Sydney, manufacturers of rubber
and sheet metal parts for vintage up to late
seventizs cars. They presented the Register
with their sizeable catalogue, so if any
member wants to know more, just contact me.

The family and I attended the Vauxhall Mania
dav.on S September near Skegness. . It was
great fun and I hape to produce an article,
with ohotos, for the next issue of the
Business.

My squeaky little Allegro has just been
“2placed by a 1979 2200 Princess HLS wedge
“ith p.a.s., twin carbs, and 64,000 genuine
miles. but ['m keeping the VX, regardless!

Lastly, I'd like to draw your attention to
two rallies. The first is at Drayton Manor
Park. Staffs., on the 18/19 September, and is
the 3rd National Rally of the VX 4/90 Club
"ith the Droop Snoot Sroup and the Viva
Jwners Club in suppart.

"he second is on the l4th November at
Jtoneleigh, nea- Coventry Airport,
farwickshire, and is arguably one we should
e represented at - the Vauxhall/Opel/GH
how. I believe 1t will all be held indoors,
i0 there's no excuse of bad weather to deter
s frcm putting on a display. Let's go out
ith a bang in 1093 at Stoneleigh!

' EDiTOB{g
NOTES.

s
Ry

Nice to see Chas's car on the literature for
Kempton Park on 26 Sept. Ve have arrived! I
can't be there, unfortunately, but hope it is
a goed day for the Register.

THE ELEGANT STAND OF YHE MM—STRONG SIDDELEY OWNERS CLUS.
WINNERS IN 1991 & 1992 AGAINST STIFF COMPETITION FROM:-

Alegro ub intemetional Miktary Vetucle Trust

Owners O Opel Manta Owners Club
mers Opel Mama GT Ciab UK

hnmms«rmvm.' Panther Car Oub

Basuforg Owners iy Porscha Owners b

Brush Pate Amow Soceery Post Vintage Humber Owners

Brash Red Crass Ow

BMW Car Oub Pre 1940 Trumon Owners Club

Caroen Cor Cup Pymouth Owners b

Cireon Soecas Cup Roysl Automoble Club

Olassc 7 Rogrster Rdey AM Ot

Classe Crossored Db Rover PS Owners Club

Fiat X1 Owners Ciub (South
East

Ford Corsar Owners Cub
Ford Olasse & Caon Owners
Club

Ford Comna 1600 Owners
Oud

Ford 105€ Owners Oub
Ford MK 11 Zephwr & 2dac
Cup

Ford MK 11 Gonags fn
thusasts Ciub

Ford MK 11 Indepencent Clu
Ford MK 1 Qwners (b
Granada MK 11 Dwners Ciub
Gentry Register

Hillman Commer Kamer Cub
Holden UK Register

Imp Ciup
Insttute of Advanced Moronsts  Vay xhalf Ownsrs  Club
Jowa (2 Club 11903-1957)

Marcos Owners Cip Weybndge Auto Cusb

Morns Manna Club 1100 Club

Morns Register XIS Owners Club

MG Owners Ciup 580 & MO Oub

My Cooper Register

and others.

INDEPENDENT JUDGES
MASTER PHOTOGRAPHERS
CLUB STANDS MUST NOT BE USED TO DISPLAY
VEHICLES FOR SALE OR HIRE USE AUTOMART
AREA FOR THIS PURPOSE Tel0B03 789156

TNEE

.
SENY

HAVE YOU RENEWED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

TO THE
HOLDEN UK REGISTER ?

If not
this will be your last copy of

HOLDEN BUSINESS
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Cert. No. FM22961

)
SPENCER GEARS LIMITED

56 Smith Dorrien Road, Leicester LE5 6BG
Tel: (0533) 765761, Fax: (0533) 460073
(A division of Mibert Precision Limited)

July 1993
Dear Membership Secretary,

Some members of vintage car associations may have difficulty in sourcing a
supplier for components which the original motor car manufacturer can no longer provide.
This could be made worse if the once-famons name has been absorbed or has disappeared
altogether.  Dufficultics may also be experienced in finding a gear supplier who will machine
just one or two gears.

Spencer Gears Limited was established in 1911 and, for the last forty years, has built a
reputation for the supply of gears of all types to a large number of vintage vehicles, at a cost
which restorers find excellent value.

Gears can be made to the identical specification to the original or can be machined from
modern-day metals. They can be remade from original drawings, by using the worn or broken
gear as a guide, or they can be redesigned to alter the ratios to suit.

The Company's machining area is equipped to cater for most gearing needs. Highly-skilled
operators with many years' gear-making experience, produce an extensive range of gears
including spiral bevel, straight bevel, internal and external spur and spline, single helical,
worm and wheel sets, and sprocket chain wheels. We also carry out CNC turning, centre-lathe
turning, milling, spline milling, broaching, gear lapping and grinding.

Spencer Gears Limited is a division of Mibert Precision Limited, itself a part of the Excalibur
Group plc. One of the Group's major customers is Rolls- -Royce Aerospace where high quality
is essential; al! components manufactured are madc with the same approach to quality.

You may wish to let your members know of our services and we will be pleased to provide
quotations for gear or machining requirements without obligation.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Worn
Technical Sales Engineer

©Y | s L

Registered in England No. 863514 Reg. Office: Park Lane, Birmingham B21 5LH

Approved BS5750 PT 2, 1ISO 9002. 8A Subsidiary of Excalibur Group Plc. R( P PLC

KINGSTONS

J. Kingston, Proprietor
Established 1968
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Engine
nn e Restoration
& Rebuild Service

Unit 1, Great Pattenden, Pattenden Lane, Marden, Kent. TN12 9QS Tel: (0622) 832936

1 August 1993

Dear Club Secretary

I would like to take a few minute: of your time to ask if you could
make your Members aware of the Engine Rebuild and Restoration

facilities that the above Business undertakes.

I have been involved in Engine Building (both Competition and Road)
for more years than I care to remember.

puring my time with a leading Competition Engine Builder I was
responsible for engines that held lap records at a large number of
Race Circuits as well as winning many Championships both here and

abroad.
Currently, I am the ONLY APPROVED Engine Builder for the HONDA CRX

Race series (and have been for a number of years) as well as the more
recent V/W POLO G-40 Championship.

Oover recent years I have rebuilt/restored engines in a large number of
Historic/Classic Cars from a humble basic 4 cylinder thro' a straight
8 to a very competitive Twin Cam.

I am in a position to offer full Machining/Balancing facilities as
well as Rebuild and Restoration services for your engine.

I would be very much obliged if you could make your Members aware of
the Services that I offer through the medium of your Newsletter, and
if they would 1like to contact me on the above number (24 hour
answerphone) or on my Home number (0638 510726) to discuss their

requirements.

Ccould I ask you to let me have a recent copy of your Newsletter for my
records, many thanks.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,

o

SHOP .

11 The Huntings. Broadway. Worcestershire, WR12 7AH, England.

MAIL ORDER -
BMCC. BMCC House. 73 Morris Road. Broadway, Worcestershire.
WR12 7RD England.

All enquiries to;
Telephone: 0386 853904
Fax: 0386 858029

Z August 1903

PRESS RELEASE. THE BROADWAY MOTOR CAR COMPANY.

On Fehuary 24th 1992 a new ccncent was formed to catsr for the
motoring enthusiast. owv we are a year old.

In our shoo in the beautiful villace of 2roadway thers ara over
600 of the latest motoring books / motersnort tools. as wvell as
all the latest motoring models and motor sport mocels from Srun,
Vitesse, 'lax Champ, Solido, etc. '"e have a large rance of plastic
kits with a full model buil?d and show case build facility
available. °

Motoring oprints, videos, and motoriny memorabilia are =z2lgo
available.

A range of F1 memorabilia from !'ansells 1292 helmnet to a zair oZ
Jordan socks are for sale , ané for the man who has everytiing
our Levton House F1 show car is available for hira.

There is through cur large worl? wide= mail orcer department a
facility that I hooe yvour club memhers will use; if th
send in their names and addresses thev can be 22t in ned =

2ll the latest releases in books and mocels etc. on 2 zeneral
bases or on a single model or topic. It can also 2e used to ZIind
anything specific, ie a certain rmofel or hook. This iz 211
completly frees, and thev will recieve a 53 <discount of any itenm
purchas=z24, 12% off for 2 or mor= items. ( this dces not apslv to
itens already below RP or in the sale!}. T

e are open 7 davs a week, 9.30 until 5.20, ( nleaze call for
late openning times ), closing only on Christmas day.The shop is

only 20 feet from the lower short stay carpark. 3etter still, the
vettle is alwavs on,( but if we are busy you may have to make it
yourself !!).

RKind regards

== ey

W

Pater ) Gorton.

11

N



Jith thanks to Classic and Sportscal

is what we
magazine:source of this article.

“LOVELY CAR, TERRIBLE TO DRIVE"
often hear as the verdict on the FX, so it's
zood to read another view.

 Australia’s
Oown

The first series of Holden have a special place in

19 Fruin Aveace
A/\:VL/'[LC Mea/‘/W

Gab%*o(,u) G37# 6HC7‘.
FA el H3

Australia’s history as the very first ‘all-Australian’
production car. But what's this legend on wheels

L /"J?E really like? Jon Pressnell tells how the car came

p’d’i/” g?/z/)‘c/‘ )
Pecerh /7

Bndy Liran,
F(J/Com,t, sod bk shep,

5 Falconcucod 2 fmde
The Cm&n

about, and drives one of the original models

the car is going to be as crude and basic as the
average ocker in Australian beer advertise-
ments, right?

And then there were those stories about
the car’s construction: so poor that taxi-
drivers had a party trick of opening both
doors on onc side, jumping up and down on
the sills, and waiting for the doors on the
other side 1o spring open as the body flexed.
Or so I was told. Aren't preconceptions

/L, Holden's simple wonderful things?
(/ E:////’)\g lines wore a The Holden was a very ordinary car for
collaboration 1948, although technically up-to-the-minute.
KS/)?L pA /Q, /) /\ betweeon US and Underneath the ‘modern all-steel turret-top
L_ Australia; Holden’s  Acrobilt’ body (monocoque to you, cobber )
insisted on styling was conventional coil-and-wishbone suspen-
7LC‘ e L ?L / / tht wouldn’t date. sion, with the upper wishbone formed by the
V74 / Y /é / - /# z Vertical slat grille lever-arm damper: at the rear there was an
? & L—— i’ d/ ¢ / C,t’/) /@ E a e gave way on FJ to equally orthodox leaf-sprung live axle: brakes
3 more omate item were hydraulic all-round. and the steering
/fé/?)S 0/ /ZJv C//V" /}J; #‘& S‘t //]Ofk, CC}G/& S ‘é with a broad worm-and-scctor. Power came froma 2170c¢¢
K horizontal bar straight-six developing a modest 60bhp and

o the sakes brechures that be has (alf
/1(; /105) /ZJ‘ AN /z(, //77 /S [—2_ m/ou’“
C/‘c"t/’\ Ar 7‘/'//j 7&# / 72/ (l, ([7 //’7{/;&
tﬂu/c’sc 7/L//’4 /m CgSE J/‘L, ,7140"5»/\ e
“ferest ,
s S redey
~ - ‘)
&/'U/J /(//c’/\
. e i — g
7. @ Ui s 5’//9 cxans e 2&’4/][(7' 27 ' f,,r&;
These brochures and booklets cover the Torana
6/v8 'S' (1974), the Gemini (French text), the
Overlander 4x4 Range (1977), the 1978 Premier

and the 1981 Rodea. Prices are £3.50 to
£4.50. plus postage and packing of £2.00.
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he car [ wanted to drive more than any

other when | was in Australia carlier

this year was the original Holden —

correctly called the 48-215, but more
generally known as the FX.

Humble and tubby saloon though it is. the
first Holden, launched in 1948, is part of
national legend — far more so than is, say, the
Morris Minor in Britain.

‘Australia’s own car’, as it was proudly
called in its maker's publicity, was more than
just the first specifically Australian car to
make 1t into series production: it came from
nowhere to become the nation's best-seller
within two years and laid the foundations for
a 50 per cent market share for the marque
betore the fifties were out.

From the outsct manufacturer General
Motors Holden's trumpeted the car's impor-
tance, calling it ‘a great Australian enterprise,
an enterprise which has the greatest backing
of knowledge, skill and resources of any
undertaking in Australian industrial history'.

Well, maybe. For an outsider it’s all too
casy to react cynically to the Holden's status
as national monument. I Australians don't
give a XXXX for anything clse, chances are

Clossic and Sportscar, September 1991

mated to a three-speed column-change gear-
box with synchro on second and third.

Where the Holden had something up its
sleeve was inits lightness: 20cwt, which was
a tull 2cwa less than its appreciably smaller
Australian-assembled GM sibling, the L-type
Vauxhall Velox. Asa result 80mph and 30mpg
were claimed — pretty impressive.

Light and simple, that was the Holden. No
indicators, no side lamps, only a single rear
lamp, no heating or demisting, a 6-volt
clectrical system, rubber mats at the front,
a barc minimum of brightwork. More
important was sturdiness and decent ground
clearance, and adequate power to cover long
distances without stress: this was a car tailor-
built for a specific set of conditions.

Never mind the outback —at that time even
the main roads linking the state capitals were
unmetalled in places. Dinky little British cars
couldn’t cope well with such conditions, and
Australian-built US cars were 100 big and tuel-
guzzling to command substantial sales.

The Holden came about as a result of
government pressure for an all-Australian
car, to lessen the imports bill. This had been a
constant concern of politicians, despite the
local content of Australian-assembled Chey-

>




rolets reaching 65 per centas early as 1928,

General Motors Holden's was in the best
position to respond. Growing out of an
Adchide saddlery and leather goods manu-
facturer, Holden's Motor Body Builders was
manufacturing half the entire output of
Australian motor coachwork by 1923, when
it became sole supplier to General Motors
Australia. Taken over by GM in 1931, it was
the largest vehicle coachbuilder in the British
Empire.

Although majoring on the assembly of GM
products, it bodied many other makes, British
and American, and by 1944 was able to boast

i POST
OFFICE

that one in three of all Australian motor
vehicles built since 1926 had been bodicd
by Holden's. It was particularly proud of
having popularised the coupé utility’ pick-
up. a body style it put into production in
1934, and of having a vear later created the
‘Australian All-enclosed Coupe’, or ‘sloper’
coupe, a sloped-back two-door with fold-
down rear seats.

In 1940 Holden's began studies for an all-
Australian car. Initial thoughts on a farge US-
sized vehicle gave way to the idea of a smaller
more modest car midway between the popu-
lar British saloons and the ever more corpu-
fent American sedans — pretty much along
the lines of a couple of prototypes for a small
Chevrolet sedan that GM had put together in
1938, infact...

And so what happened was that Holden's
took over the Detroit-conceived would-be
small Chevy. It wasn't too keen on the
proposed four-cylinder derivative, or on its
four-link rear suspension, so plumped for the
‘six’ = only with the independent front end of
the “four” rather than the six-cylinder car's
beam axle. Engineering development was
basically looked after by Detroit, but the
styling was more of a collaboration, with
some pretty odd slab-sided proposals coming
from the Holden's studios.

There was a degree of conflict. in fact, as
the Australians wanted a plain style that
wouldn't date and the Americans wanted
something with abit more form. In particular,
Detroit wanted a pronounced wing line cut
into the rear doors: Holden's resisted this and
the car emerged with amilder treatment than
Harley Earl's men would have liked.

The first 48-215 came off the Melbourne
lines in November 1948, At first only a saloon

) later a stripped-out taxi ver-
sion, the'B css Sedan’,

A facclift into the F) came in 1953, with the
car receiving a very Chevrolet front grille and
two new variants being lwnched — a panel
van and a tarted-up ‘Special Sedan’. Mechani-
cally the car remained the same. but with
wider rear springs, telescopic rear dampers,
and uprated front suspension: ves — the
rugged all-Australian motor car hadn’t proved
as rugged as it ought to have been

Clossic and Sporiscar, September 1991

Production of the FJ ended in July 1956,
after a total of 290,371 ‘Humpy Holdens' had
been made, 120,402 of them 48-215 modcls.
The new FE continued with the same mech-
anicals, though — with the exception of the
steering, which became recirculating ball;
the power unit, the so-called ‘grey engine’,
survived until 1963 before being replaced
with the Australian-designed ‘red engine’.

And so to Murray Davison's 1952 car,
bought as his first classic 14 years ago. “l was
sick of cars depreciating, and thought it
would be good fun,” says Murray, who runs a
Perth firm renting pot plants: “The car hadn’t
been rolled, as is sometimes the case — they
were really too powerful for their suspension
I paid £400forit...”

Alas, smooth Perth roads are hardly the
best gauge of a car's chassis behaviour, but —
dammit - the Holden really impressed. The
Autocar spoke of the car rolling and over
steering, in their 1952 road test, but [found it
far less  blancmange-like  than  Murray's
Wolseley 24/80 (CES, June ); nor. conversely,
did the suspension seem notably harsh — just
happily controlled. As for the steering, you
certainly don’t need to be a muscle-bound
sheep-shearer to manocuvre the Holden: it's
fluid and undemanding if no more precise
than you'd expect.

But the car's going to drive like a tractor,
isn't it? Surprise numbcer two: the engine is

YOU CERTAINLY DON'T NEED
TO BEA MUSCLE-BOUND
SHEEP-SHEARER TO DRIVE
THEHOLDEN

sweet and unobtrusive, and beautifully
torquey, while the gearchange is unobstruc-
tive and decently synchronised and the clutch
definitely not heavy. Maybe hurtling the car
around Western Australia backroads I'd have
found the car dynamically lacking, but my
bricf trial scemed to bear out that old adage
about the best way to do things being the
simple way

‘Ithasatircless ability to cover bigdistances
almost regardl of road surfaces and is an
outstanding example of the results which can
be achicved by single-minded concentration
on the production of a simple utility car
without mechanical complications or eye-
catching gadgets,” wrote The Autocar.

I'd go along with that. Lord Nuffield was no
fool when he had a Holden shipped home for
his Morris engineers to inspect: he knew that
in the 48-215 the Australians had a car that
would drive complacent British manufac-
turers from the market. And so it proved. |

canundcerstand why C?
95

REPORT OF THE TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
HOLDEN UK REGISTER, YEAR TO 31 MAY, 1993.
ERARAEA R AR RA RN AT R RN RN R

Income was maintained from subscriptions at a
level roughly the same as for 91/2, sales of
regalia increased substantially. More
interest was received than previously, but %
are declining, along with the bank rate.

On the other side, expenditure on regalla was
maintained on T-shirts, with an additional
471.45 spent on key-fobs, licence-holders and
a sample tie; postage was roughly in line
with the previous, owing to economies in
distribution.

During the period, the current account at
Lloyds was reduced to a zero balance, and a
replacement account was opened with Natiomal
Girobank. The reason for this was that Llayds
persisted in calling the HUKR a business and
only offered free banking as a concession,
whereas National Girobank guaranteed no
charges.

MENBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT
R R s Y]

Nine members failed to renew after 91/2
despite requests in the magazine and two
postcards. This loss was offset by a further
nine who joined during the year - only ane c
these latter was an overseas member. Total
membership at the year's end was 27.

Holdens and their owners continue to turn uf
and it is important that members put on thei
‘sleuth hats' to follow up any intelligence
of cars.

The Stanford Hall venue of this year's Holde
Day was about right, from a geographical
spread of members' homes, as a fair location

FEAEEAARERARERARRERENE R

selling classic car magazine.

information

for sale!

Bl Kceping Classics Alrve...

Practical Classics 1s Britain's best-
Every month it's packed with wvital

Full and part-rebuilds, restoration
technigues, parts and services, buying
guides, home rebuilds, car discoveries -
and hundreds of affordable classic cars

Published on the second Friday of
every month, Practical Classics Is PO Box 500, Leicester LES9 0AA.

available from your newsagents, or take

out a subscrption and we'll arrange for a
year's supply to be posted to you - direct
and fresh from the printers

ractical
V%H-‘ﬁkgigblﬁ:>:5

2 AR ISTORER

Subscription enquiries to:

Practical Classics Subscriptions,

Credit card orders 0858 410888.
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SUNDAY 26" SEFTEMBER 1995

HE 12" GRAND TONDON

Aoy
& IHE TONMOXCLASSIC CAR §HO

DI,

Open to the public from 10am.
Admission: Aduits £3, OAP’s £2, Children £1.
Picnic Area, Free Parking, 2 Bands,
Stallholders/Club bookings Tel: (0923) 829547
or (0603) 789156.

EMFTON T¥RK RACECOURSE

Kempton Park is on the A308, near Junction 1 of the M3.
Rail Users - Nearest stations: Local line - Sunbury B.R.
Main Line - Feltham B.R. (Zone 6) + minibus or taxi.

Hotellers, Restaw anteurs & others with worthy estabilshments who kindly agree to
display an AJ poster may apply for & quantity of 4 complimentary tickets.

S 4 e LW,
4 Ve Hg
-
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“ THE GOLDEN OLDIES " feature now continues
with the 1974 HJ, a revision of the greatly

successful HQ.

MONTH OF LAUNCH: October 1974.

MAIJOR EVENTS DURING MONTH OF LAUNCH: Labour wins General
Election in Britain; Australian Labor Government’s approval rating falls to lowest to
date; Muhammed Ali knocks out George Foreman to regain World Heavyweight
Baxing Championship; The first film directed by Peter Weir, The Cars That Ate
Paris, premieres; British report claims South Africa has capacity to produce a nuclear

bomb.

POPULAR SONGS: Sugar Baby Love (The Rubettes); The Night Chicago Died
(Paper Lace); I Honestly Love You (Olivia Newton—John); Hey Paula (Emie Sigley
and Denise Drysdale); It's Only Rock and Roll (Rolling Stones); I Shot the Sheriff

(Eric Clapton).

POPULAR FILMS: The Exocist (Linda Blair, Max Von Sydow); The Grea: Gatsby
(Robert Redford, Mia Farrow); Alvin Purple (Graham Blundell); A Touch of Class

(George Segal, Glenda Jackson); The Sting (Robert Redford, Paul Newman); Blazing
Saddles (Mel Brooks, Gene Wilder); The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man in the

Moon Marigolds (Joanne Woodward).

MOTORING HIGHLIGHTS: John Goss and Kevin Bartlett win the Hardie — Ferodo
1000 at Bathurst in a Falcon; Emerson Fittipaldi’s fourth place in the US Grand
Prix is enough to clinch him the World Drivers Championship; The Toyota Corona
station wagon is released at the Melbourne Moior Show; New Zealand’s ex— World
Formula One Champion Denis Hulme, 38 announces his retirement from motor
racing; the ailing Leyland Australia company appeals for govenment aid after its

market share drops to 4.8 per cent.

The facelifted HJ was an improved
and updated version of the long-
running and very successful HQ.

It was distinguished by different
grilles, wraparound front and rear
lights, larger bumper bars and slight
revisions to the front-end sheet metal.
Interior changes included full - foam
seats, a mew instrument panel, a revised
ventilation system and upgraded
equipment levels.

The biggest - selling variant, the
Kingswood, now had a 3.3-litre engine
and power- assisted disc brakes as
standard equipment. A ’Kingswood
Deluxe’ package included the most
commonly specified options while
keeping the total price under $5000.

Later in the year, the 'H)’ version
of the Statesman (GMHA’s Holden-
based extended wheelbase luxury sedan)
was announced. The De Ville became
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the base Statesman, and an even more
upmarket Caprice version was
announced. This boasted more luxury
equipment that any car GMHA had
previously produced.

’Sandman’ versions of the panel van
and utility were strongly marketed to
increase Holden’s presence in the fast-
expanding recreational market (a small
number of HQ Sandmans had been
built earlier in 1974 but the variant was
not produced in large volumes until the
HIJ series).

On the engine front, the HJ was
the first model line-up since the HK
not to offer the '350° V8 as a option.

In an interesting move, HJ Premier
bodyshells were exported to Mazda in
Japan where they were fitted with 13B
Wankel rotary engines. This hybrid
became Mazda’s top- of - the - line
domestic model, the Roadpacer.



1974 HOLDEN HJ DATA

ENGINES: 2.84 - litre six - cylinder '173’,
3.3 - litre six— cylinder '202", 4.2 - litre V8
‘253" and S~ litre V8 '308'.

TRANSMISSIONS: Three —speed manual
gearbox, four-speed manual gearbox,
three - speed Trimatic automatic transmission
and three - spced Turbohydramatic 400
automatic transmission (only with 5= litre
’308" V8).

MODELS: Belmont sedan, Belmont station
wagon, Kingswood sedan, Kingswood station
wagon, Kingswood utility, Kingswood
Sandman utility, Premier sedan, Premier
station wagon, Holden chassis and cab,
Holden panel van, Holden Sandman pancl
van, Holden utility, Holden Sandman utility,
Monaro coupe, Monaro GTS coupe, Monaro
GTS sedan, Monaro LS ('Luxury Sports’)
coupe, Statesman De Ville sedan and
Statesman Caprice sedan.

PRICES WHEN NEW (INCLUDING
S/TAX): $35%4 (Belmont six ~ cylinder
sedan), $4748 (Statesman).

DIMENSIONS (BASIC SEDAN): Length:
4834 mm; Wheelbase: 2819 mm; Width: 1874
mm.

IDENTIFICATION: Similar body to HQ;
Kingswood still has separate grille and
headlights but grille is raised rather than
recessed; vertical front wraparound turn
indicators arc now mounted above bumper
bar and wraparound rear tail - lights are
fitted; Premicr has quad headlights in
surrounds which span indicators and grille.

TOTAL NUMBER BUILT: 176,202
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FOR SALE:

FC Ute 1959 NZ assembled # FC

This classifieds page is taken from the Sep
93 issue of the magazine of the Early Holde
Club of New Zealand. Roughly, divide by thr:
to give an {dea of prices in sterling. That
‘59 FC then begins to look '‘affordable’ but
the moot guestion is 'what would it cost to
get it to the UK?'

2016-100NZ. Complete ground up

rebuild. Many rare factory options. All work completed by top

restoration companies. My HR

restoration demands this reluctant

sale. Many thousands below replacement cost at $11,800 ono.

Phone Peter (09) 378 6903.

FC 1959 Duck egg Blue with whi

te top. Very original mint car.

$4,900 ono. Ph Steve (09) 535 6544.

FE Sedan 1957. Black, rego, third owner. All original interior,
motor etc. Lovely to drive, turns a few heads. Ph Sheryl or

Mark (09) 833 5779.

Three complete 1959-1960 Holdens. EK Station Wagon, EK Ute, FB
Sedan. Spares for all three vehicles. FB Ute spares as well.
Package deal $3,000 for everything. Ph Peter (09) 437 0210.

HG Kingswood. 82,000 miles.

Minor rebuild at 69,000 miles.

Excellent runner but body needs tidy up. $1,800. Phone Ron

(06) 876 8468 a/h.

HQ Belmont 1972 202 sedan. One owner, Tow bar. 80,000 miles.

No rust. Excellent condition.

HQ 1973 Kingswood sedan. 108,

$3,500. Ph Ray (09) 483 6206.

000 km. 202 Trimatic column

change. Light blue, grey upholstery. Very good original

condition. $2,500 ono. Selli
8468.

ng on behalf. Phone Ron (06) 876

HQ 1972 Premier. 78,000 miles genuine. Interior perfect. All
original condition. $9,500 ono. Phone Dorothy (09) 232 1399.

HQ Kingswood. Dec 1973. Xth

Commonwealth Games sedan. 253 V8,

auto, power steer, LSD, rostyle wheels. Exceptional condition,

genuine 93,000 km. 1 owner.
Collectors item. $11,900 ono.

HQ - WB Ute rear louvre. New
Phone Tony (06) 844 2322.

VK Commodore Spoiler Kit. NOS.
you $500 all up. Phone Tony (

PARTS FOR SALE

Only 169 built by GMNZ.
Phone (09) 838 8157.

01d Stock. $50.

Dealer cost $920 plus GST. To
06) 844 2322.

8 rims EH 4 rims Torana GTR
4 rims Commodore 2 diff housings EH

8 ass BK-plates EH-HR
Numerous m'cylinders EH

4 drum brakes HR

4 stubbs L+R EH

1 steering column HQ

1 4sp gbox DAtsun conv for EH
1 rear screen EH

Some FB-FC parts

Phone Ron (07) 871 8559

Numerous w'cylinders EH-HQ
8 drum brakes EH

Heaps drum shoes EH-HR

1 steering column HR

1 3sp gbox (good) HT-HG
(needs needles)

Many congratulations to the Early Holden Club
on its i0th anniversarvy!
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It's not often that we feature poems about

Holdens, although we bad the words and music
of a song once, so thanks to " Holdens Up

Front " the dealer quarterly, and to Stan

Bennett for sending it.

ODE FOR TONY

Peter Skrzynecki is a prize-winning poet, short story writer

and novelist of some note. He's the author of ten books; the

eleventh due out in August and the twelfth, a novel, under way. In

his spare time, Peter lectures in Literature at the University of

Western Sydney, Macquarie, and maintains a friendship with an

ex-schoolmate, one Tony Garnett, dealer principal of West City
Holden, Blacktown. )
Peter Skrzynecki — he'll be the first to tell you — is also

besotted with Holdens. The love affair first consummated with an
EH back in the sixties and commemorated in his story ‘A River

Of Crystal Light” continues hot and strong.

Just a while ago, when the opportunity
to take a spin in Tony's specially-prepared
HSV GTS Commodore arose, he grabbed it
...and wrote this in return,

Peter Skrzynecki,
anthor and
Holden fancier.

IGNORING THE SIGNS

We take off down Sunnyholt Road

and towards the suburbs beyond Blacktoun
like two kids with a new toy

on Christmas morning - at first, mindful
of the speed signs but not caring

about what’s left of the morning's hours:
trying out the new Commodore

and its GTS engine, its 200 plus kWWs of power,
its specially calibrated gearbor

and the 17"x10" wheels.

All in all, pleased to vacate

the space of qffices, the intrusion

of ringing telephones and paging voices
Sor twenty minutes to half an hour.

From the CD stack in the boot,

Reba McEntire sings

“The Greatest Man I Never Knew."

Nothing extists except the sheer joy

of feeling the earth disappear backwards
from where we've already been -

half expecting the car to take off

and become airborne like a leaf:
forgetting about domestic chores and bills
that are warting to be paid - or
something else that has to be attended to
because the “date due” stamp

is underlined or in red.

Given it to drive, out in the open,

away from factories and houses,

the suburbs become a rural setting —

so0 much so, that gradually, I forget

about speed signs or where I'm travelling:
wrapped in the indulgence of trying to appreciate
the effortless glide through space and time —
ignoring the signs that caution

against speed, where children cross

or where you have to give way.

Suddenly, I ease off the accelerator -
turn white when I notice

that I'm doing 140 km/h in an 80 zone.
“Hell. why didn't you warn me ?

What would you have said if the police
had pulled me over ?"

The man beside me laughs, feigns

mock surprise, looks across the paddocks
of Schofields and replies, “I told him

to stop, officer, but he wouldn’t listen.

1 told him! But the idiot wouldn't stop!”

Embarrassed, ashamed that I allowed
a piece of machinery to get

the better of a moment's concentration,
[ turn the car around and ask directions
Jor getting back to Blacktown.

Reba McEntire's voice becomes more
plaintive - regrets how people

never get to know each other

despite living in the same house

Jfor years and breathing the same air;
laments the passing of lives.

But I say a prayer of thanks to life
Sor having let me get away
with ignoring the signs this time
and having the company of an old school friend:
who now says nothing and looks towards
an open paddock, almost wistfully -
as if ke, also, glimpsed something indefinable
beyond the last half hour's end.
- Peter Skrzynecki

Bits & Pieces ...

MILEAGE MASTERS

UpFront regularly receives correspon-
dence from Holden owners who report that
their trusty vehicles are still going strong
after hundreds of thousands of miles — or
kilometres — as the case may be.

One such is Stan Bennett, life member
of the 48 & FJ Holden Car Club of NSW
and a man with encyclopaedic knowledge
about these models. He's also a meticulous
keeper of records, and they show that the
yellow FJ panel van he used daily for tyre
deliveries had the equivalent of 500,000
kilometres on the clock when he retired it in
1984. Since then, club rallies have added a
mere 30,000 kilometres.

Stan made a present of the panel
van to his son, who promptly drove it from
Queensland to take part in last year's
Victorian pilgrimage by Early Holden Club
members. Seems like there’s plenty of life in
the old girl yet.

Yet another FJ fan, auto mechanic
Jim Reynolds, of Werribee, Vic, was among
those who snapped up the limited edition
anniversary set of model FJs put out by
Matchbox Collectibles.

He confesses to being in love with his
’56 ute — a 300,000 mile veteran.

“It was my first car, I still drive it to
work every day and it has never, ever let me
down,” he says.

Jim's FJ is dead set original and far
from mollycoddled.

Even though he’s regularly stopped by
people who want to make him an offer for it,
Jim Reynolds says his ute is an heirloom and
will be kept in the family.

Typical of the thousands of Australians
whose first car purchase was a secondhand
FJ, Jim bought his 1956 model in 1958 for
700 pounds. He still has all the original
receipts, owner's certificate, etc - and has
kept a record of all work done on the car.

Jim Reynolds, FJ fancier.

firea

Latest in Marque Publishing’s Spotlight
Series is “Spotlight On Brock Commodore —
The guide for owners, buyers and
enthusiasts.”

Written by motoring editor Barry Lake,
it claims to include the only accurate model-
by-model list of the Peter Brock road cars,
built in Melbourne between 1981 and 1988,
that grew out of the Holden Dealer Team
organisation.

The HDT story is illustrated by over
250 photographs and accompanied by
contemporary road test reports from Motor
magazine.

WINNERS IN WHITE

The purists may criticise (Virgin White
was not a standard colour) but the old
48-215 and FJ sure do look a treat in their
wedding regalia.

Enthusiasts Timothy and Maree Konz
of Wahroonga NSW have spent two years and
many 18-hour days restoring two FJs and a
48-215 for use as wedding hire cars.

“We initially started the project to keep
some motoring history alive and well for
others to see,” said Tim, 28.

“My father rebuilt an FJ ute and passed
it onto us and then we acquired most of the
others as wrecks. Now they're in use every
weekend in wedding ceremonies. Most
people get married in a stretch limo, but
I think this is more traditional.”

For those who feel the same way,
enquiries can be made on (02) 477 3171.

Much in demand - the alternative
wedding limo.

Again thanks to Haldens Up Front for these
interesting pieces.
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Wot to be missed !

SUNDAY 19th SEPTEMBER FROM 9 am.
THE TANK MUSEUM, BngNﬂGTON

Lovington Came, near Wareham. Dors:

. TRADE STANDS

* CLUS STANDS * AUTOJUMBLE * AWARDS & PRIZES

* PICHIC AREA * ATTRACTIONS FOR ALL

THE FAMILY * RESTAURANT & LICENSED BAR
* WORLD FAMOUS TAMK MUSEUM

] Mt M wy i e SUPPORTING
£ =SSR T WESSEX

PRE- BOOKING BY EXHBITORS CHILDRENS

Wty SORSINSOM  yEART CIRCLE
i Show Organiser L. Hather 0202 590999

RO & TH [P0 1
Veteran : Vintage
AND
Classic Cars
SUNDAY,
26th SEPTEMBER 1993
For entry form ring
Meg on 061 338 5864

CARS —— MOTORC;/CLES — CYCLES
SPARES - ACCESSORIES — SERVICES

35.000 sq. merres all under one roof

VEHIKEL LANGE LAUWERSTRAAT 26. 3512 VJ. UTRECHT
UK, 819 SIDCUP ROAD, NEW ELTHAM, LONDON SE9 35B

VEHIKEL ° UTRECHT
941 4/6 MAR. 94

"% BATTLESBRIDGE
Yqwes =’ MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM

2% Our 7th Annual ¥
GRAND MOTORBILIA DAY

SUNDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER 1993
Open 10 am — 5 pm
CLASSIC CARS & MOTORCYCLES
COMMERCIAL & MILITARY VEHICLES
LARGE AUTOJUMBLE
MOTORCYCLE FUN-RUN

ADULTS £2.00 — CHILDREN & OAP’s 50p
AA SIGNPOSTED — LARGE FREE CAR PARK
To display your vehicle free of charge or to book an autojumble
or trade pitch contact: Jim Gallie 0268 769392

Written enquiries to: 1 ltings Road, Battlesbridge, Essex SS11 7RF

[HOLDEN |
PARTS SUPPLIERS

About Auto Recyclers

HOLDEN TORANA
& STATESMAN

MA saT9.00-400 SPECIALISTS '48-78
THOMASTOWN, VIC 3085 SAT 9.00-4.00 D AR R ARTS

Fact Groe™%,  MON-FRI 8.30-5.30
SUN  PHONE

PHONE (03) 466-4233

VANTED

Has anyone out there a
Holden radio that would
fit in my 86 Calais? I
will pay any resonable
price including sea mail
(in AS). Ken Garner,
Address inside front

All Models: Torana, Gemini, Camira & Commodore

OPEN 6*/2 DAYS
Damaged Cars Bought & Sold
46A 0'Connell Street,
Smithfield 2164

\_ (02) 604 3388 (02) 604 3841

(= Ali Spares s« )
NOW WRECK!NG

Ettrick & Launderdale Distnict Council i ssociauon wit h
MAX-TEL Mobile Communications sresents

- -
-~ i ¥ » £
(-, E.‘A 14 i()\ l ix LN
VINTAGYE VEHICLE SITQOW 23
PLUS" TREASURE HUNY
Feaves Field at 11.Mam
Returns Approx, 12.15pm R
“FEATURING™
VINTAGE-CLASSIC
AND VETERAN ¥ HICLFS

Philiphaugh
SUNDAY 26th September
11.00am-5.00pm

R
/E [
Contact:
Mike Firth 0750-23139

pius Faicground Organ hiddies Rudes, Horse & Carmage Rides, Stationary Engines. Tractors.
VutoJumble. Dog-Agiin Show. Trade Stands. Bar. Catering. Sulver Band and much much MORE"!
A

mole £10 per Stand  ommercial Stand 120 per Stand

FREE CAR PARKING A Great Day Out for all the Family

ADMISSION. Adult £2.00 O.AP s £1.00 Children S0p
1 he Organuers are grasciul 10 Sefkirk Rugby Fcathall Club for ail thew assistance

KENT MOTOR SHOW
October 2nd and 3rd
Detling Showground, Kent

The last show of the
season - last
opportunity to sell at
a large enthusiasts
event

Telephone

0245 261010

125 EXCHANGE & MART 125th ANNIVERSARY

th
7=t TRANSPORT SPECTACULAR AND SCIENCE MUSEUM
‘1 p GALA DAY .
M WROUGHTON AIRFIELD, SWINDON, OFF M4, JUNCTION 15/16

Saturday / Sunday 25th / 26th SEPTEMBER 1993

N
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(03) 798 6700

64 CAMERIA RD, KEYSEOROUGH

NEWV&  amais

- ko k. )o f

USED PARTS 3
* The ONE STOP Holden specialist.

* FE to current model and Commodore.

* Reco. 4 spds, 3 spds, differentials & more.
* We wreck Cars Too Good To Wreck.

Melb: (03) 544 9155

cover, or FAX me on 71
257 3403

Famous
Last Words

“...every inch

of this road.”

NEXT JSBUE ..iiisemmisiisons

Deadline for copy for the next {ssue is Sat.
October 30.

It's hoped to have a report on Kempton Park
as well as the Vauxhall Mania Day, to look at
the penultimate version of the HQ, and to
feature some news from menbers, especially
the newer ones. Please keep the letters and
photos rolling in, and think about attending
the GM dav at Stoneleigh on !4 November!
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