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is l o rio usl new !g ~
• Pictures aad words can give you :ome ides of the gloriow
•things that have happened to Holden. But the ceai thrill
• ~~n •n se~iag in~l driving the car itself- For the new
Holden is wondufully styled icuide and our 1t's longu,
lower--w~ch a new radiator grille, nrw hooded had-
lamps and completely new lines from bonnet to boot.
And when you sic comfortably back in one of these new
Noldens you'll be conscious of many other g~eac new
teat;ua. like the tcnart new instru-
ment panel. :h~ 40°10 greater vision,
and the beaUciful upholstery ~n new
colaun. You will find more room--2~"
more ~n franc and .3carJy 3' in t:u beck.

•' Ai► L"Aul " are ih~ only Cal Radio
sp~aaUy d~r~►wd /or rht Ms+n Holden.

•Coitwrutwi GMAC hirt pwc%ss~
JI7CitjtwM4l! Y71 QYO~Ob~t.

I ~I3ULl~~N
Australia's O~un Car

~R[GIfT~l1[O TI~AOt MMK

But the new Holden story doesn't stop a~~ scaling. Thece's
fixer performance. There's new handling qse end s
new experience of comfort and safety in a family car.
Whethu qou compare today's car val~~c~ by sheer good
looks. by puforuiance, by comfort, by safety or by price
you'U find a combination of all these values in the new
Holden that you won't find in any other car.
ir': open house now ac Ho1dcA showrooms evecywhert.

Tht new modeb Are on display Grady
fir gour inspccrion end trial, Sce them
--drive them, and we think you will
Agrcc chat Holden is now mire ch~a
ever Ausccalix's best test buy.

LIST PRICES FROM L910
~LL!'i iAL~ i TA X

i~u

GENERAL MOTORS HOLDEN'S LIMITED
ORISBANE .SYDNEY . AlELUOURNE •ADELAIDE •PERTH

Sold 4nd rnviced by Nolden dealers throughout Australia
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/" T ~ ~~~zTo~_FRONT GIVER Chris Dyson s 1981 Commodore
~O~ ~ • 1

Hi ail.
Well it seems to be spring

COMMITTEE: already, it looks as though Inside the back cover of this
winter gave us a miss this year! issue you will find a picture of
Almost time to get the polish out countryside somewhere in

CHAIRMAN /ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner 39 Roe buck Rd, Chessington, and ready the cars for the new Australia, all you have to do is
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. Tel. 0181 287 4932. season. With this in mind make to put an 'X' on the map where

a note of Sunday 14th May, we you think it was taken and send
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolfs Castle, are setting up a club stand at it to me, (or FAX it if you prefer,
Haverfordwest D fed Wales. Tel. 01437 741210y ~ the Colchester Classic Vehicle the number is the same - 0181

. Show at the Colchester 287 4932} The entrant nearest,B~
EDITOR / PU IC RELATIONS OFFICER. Position Vacant Institute. To receive a plaque to the spot will win. Entries

you should let myself or Patrick should be in to me by 3Qth April
Hemphill (our organizer for this 1995. Oh yes, the prize, A copy
show) know by 17th March. of "THE HISTORY OF THE

*The Register is recognised by General Motors-Holden's Entry for exhibitors is free and HOLDEN SINCE 1917" by
two complimentary tickets will Norm Darwin, published ande

The Regist r is a member of the Federation of Br~t~sh Historic Vehicle C{ubs be provided. tf you would like signed by Eddie Ford. This copy
any more details give me a call. was sent to Owain Williams of

Classic Connections in
Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. 0181 287 4932 The matter of Continuous Wrexham who kindly donated it
Technical Adviser :Chas Blake. 01344 304527 licensing is still generating a lot to the Register. Thanks Owain.

of heat in the classic motoring
press, which is getting some I wandered into Foyles in
response from official sources Charing Gross Road the other
despite the fact that no day and was surprised to find
document has yet been that they had a number of
published. Even the Transport Holden publications.
Minister has said that it isn't 45 Years of Holden (the book

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE: 
~

their intention to penalize the mentioned on page 14 of HB
enthusiast but keep track of 41) at a price of £21.95 !

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50~ the Three unregistered vehicles, so it Spotlight on the Torana and
No. 4-Date. 50p Each. seems that this may not involve also Commodore at £14.95

Holden 1948-1962 Book £$ • • p a extra tax on unused vehicles. each.
Stickers (Vllith Club Logo) 50p . a Wheels Across Australia by
Tax Disc Holder .. ~Op • • ~ Ma be the dela in roducin

y y p g
Pedr Davies.

Key Fob .. 50p ., this document means that the Also various copies of Best
Cloth Badeg .. £7 • • civil servants are reworking Dresses Hoidens and Bathurst
Tie (Blue) .. £8 .. parts of it. We await Hoidens. If anyone is interested
T Shirts (S/M/UXL) .. £6.50 ..Post £1 develo ments with interestlp I will ick u co ies for themp p p

and send them on.
In the last issue I mentioned a

All cheques in sterling payable to Holden UK Register. competition - wel! it has Regar
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please something to do with the insert,
add postage. a outline of somewhere you

may recognize! Chairman 3



( GAMPC AT Al AT ABFC10 )

N O T E

From: Christopher Camp [T~DC/3123 Tel: (630)-2287

Date Sent: ~8-Jan-1995 04:12prn

T0: Ken Garner UfiTC/51 ( GARNSRK AT Al AT WYTCO2

Subject: INFO: HOLDEN BUSINBSS.

from: C.R. Camp tJBDC/9123 Tel: 0224 882000
Shell U.K. Exploration and Production,
1 Altene Farm Road, Aberdeen AB9 2HY

Ken,

Holden Business 42 received, another well done!

Comments on the Bolwells you illustrate tY~erein. The Mk. 7 roadster is a
modified coupe, Bolwell themselves never produced a rag top Mk. 7 but a
company called Fibrecars up near the Dandenonge did a chop top conversion and
I know of a number in the Victoria chapter of the Bolwell owners club. Some
did their own. They do look very nice, as you can see, and are generaly
constructed completely from Holden mechanicals, with chassis and body only
being of Bolwell origin. The Nagari roadster is a factory produced car, they
made 13 roadsters out of a production run of about 147 in all. This car owed
nothing except the concept to Holden, motor/gearbox was Ford, remainder
generally Bolwell origin. Avery desirable and expensive car, but not a
Holdent

My car has now ~Oeen delivered back to me and languishes in my lock-up. It is
without Garbs, as I said, and also exhaust, petrol pump/pipes, etc. and is in
a completely unsorted state. I'm still based up in Aberdeen, but think the
posting will end in February and I should return to Shell International
Shipping at the beginning of April. I look forward to meeting you when I do!

Regards,

Chris Camp.
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KEN GARNER. 39 Roebilck Rd. Chessington. Surrey. KT9 1JY
Tel: 0181 287 4932

Dear Gary,

Guy Hardy as passed your recent letter on to me, and I must apologise
for the delay in replying to you. As you can see I have enclosed the previous
edition of our club magazine as you may be interested in the photograph on
page 11.

have looked through a number of publications in a effort to find
pictures or details of your 1939 Businessmans Roadster but cannot find
anything specific. However a book from E L Ford Publications in Australia
Called THE HISTORY OF HOLDEN SINCE 1917, by Norm Darwin does have
quite a few datails of the various cars bodied by Holden prior to the
production of the first all Australian Holden in 1948. From this publication it
appears that 1939 was the last year that the Woodville plant produced the
Tourer in any form, only Roadsters being built and then only in Standard,
Commercial and Business form, the production figures show a total of just 88
Standard Roadsters tl~»ugh with no mention of the Businessman version. By
comparison the plant produced 6769 of the Chevrolet Standard and Master
Sedan together with a number of other American makes plus various
Vauxhall and Austin models. As far as I can tell your Engine number should
fall between R1288959 and R1997876 with a Chassis prefix of 539.

The above is about the limit of my information on your car but an
Australian magazine called Restored Cars again produced by Eddie Ford
Publications which has been published since 1973 will almost certainly have
featured the Chevrolet Roadster at some time, unfortunately I do not have
anywhere a full set of these magazines so cannot verify this.

If you think we might be able to help you in any other way please feel
free to contact me and I will do my best, also if you would like to send
pictures of the car and some history plus details of how it arrived here we
would be pleased to publish these in our next magazine and if you would like
to add an appeal for further information one of our Australian readers may
well respond. ~~
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Regards

`. ~--
Chairman

OCTOBER COTTAGE
PONSBOURNE PARR

NEWGATE STREET VILLAGE
HERTFORDSHIRFs

SG13 8QT

Tel : 07 07 - 874 87 0

~ ~ ~~c 5~

~ ~` ~~

~;~ ~ <
• ~~

~ ~~~ ~l~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~-

~~

t
~~~.~ L~Q~ . C~ ~ ~_e ~ ~

~ G ~~ ~~ ~ ~1. ~' ~~ ~

lJl `. / ~ ̂~ r ~~.~ Y b~ ~ ~ ~

.~~~ ~ .
_ ,~ ~ ~~ti~ ~(~ ~ ~ ~,~S~_~~Q ~ s~ ~~

/S ~ b~ ~~ ,~0 ~~~~~ ~~~
YY

t ~~C~~~~~~~5 .

~~~ '

h. ~'C'--~ /~. ~ - ~ ~ l~L~C ~'~.~ ~~ ~ ~-sue ~~.~ 1~~,
C

1~~e ~',~J ~~ ~,~~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~l~ f

~ ~~~ ~~ ~.~ ~ c ~ ~~ C< <J ~ 1

~`~'f ~r l~~l c

7



//~ ~"

~.c 1
/~ ~~ .

~ ~~ ~s ~r

O LJ
~~ /II~ 1 // _ ~ ~

~`
-~

~v~D1~~c ~
~ ~•

D~~ r f~-r~l C ~~~ ~.s± ~ lit ,r~ ,~`~ ~ GC. ~~ ~~1~~`c~ l ̀.C~ ~(c~ ~

d~ .

/~ f ~ /J ~~~'. 7 L ZL C 4

~,
r

~' C ~Q~ ~~~ ~. ~ l
..

~C ~ J'

d ~~ ~r

~~ ~' r~

~ _1',!_._ ---

8 __

J~ENS~q
1960 - 1962 "

~~ ~~~
~~ ~~

~~~ ~

~~. ~~ ~~FK C

Dear UK Holden Register,

QLD FB/EK HOLDEN CAR CLUB
P.O. BOX 211
CANNON HILL
BRISBANE
AUSTRALIA 4170

September 2, 1994

This letter. is sent to you, on behalf of all the members from the

Queensland FB/EK Holden Club, in appreciation for your club's

donation of $140 towards the 6th FB/EK Nationals (June, 1995),

being held in Armidale, New South Wales next year.

Although I am sure our faithful member Robin Tripp will keep you

informed about the event, we too will be publishing a newsletter

after the event, which will give highlights and reports of the

week-end. We will send you a copy of this newsletter, so we can

give you an insight as to what we are up to dawn under.

Your money will be of great help. It will be used towards

financing trophies for the event. Once again thank-you for your

generosity and kindness.

Yours in motoring,

Linda Freiberg
SECRETARY
QLD FB/EK HOLDEN CAR CLUB.

~J



Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Cen~-e

~ Driver and Vehicle Policy Group
Longview Road
Swansea
SA6 7JL GTN 1213 2053

Telex 48102

HOLDEN UK REGISTER

Mr D K Garner
39 Roebuck Road
Chessington
KT9 1JY

Dear Sir/Madam

Telephone 0792 782053
Fa~c 0792 782056

Your reference:

Our reference: VPS6/32/03

Date: t ~iFebr~iary 1995

JO1N~1' NOTIFICATION &CONTINUOUS LICENSING -CONSULTATION PAPERS

You will be aware that the consultation papers on changes to the vehicle registration and licensing
systems have taken longer to produce than originally envisaged. I am now confident that they will
be issued very shortly. The consultation period will last for a full three months.

We have, as you may know, had a very heavy postbag on this issue. Over 7,000 letters have been
received. Many of these have been from club members, often prompted by articles in the specialist
press or club magazines.

I am very anxious to ensure that all responses to the consultation papers are taken into account.
I am also aware (something reinforced by the letters we have had) that many classic vehicle
owners and enthusiasts share similar concerns about the proposals. I believe therefore that the
clubs could make a very constructive contribution to the consultation process if they could arrange
to channel the opinions of their members through a central point, rather than each member writing
individually. This will enable the club to present a collective view, representing their members and
also placing their views in a broader context. This would enable us to gain a better understanding
of the thoughts of those involved.

Moreover, whilst it would be impossible for us to discuss the issues with individuals, I would be
~,~e~ :~e~ :G :101u ~':Or.:~:iv~~ ~O~ t~l~ C~UvS, ~'i ii: ai i~` i.~~~ ~v C~13C:i1~S ilic riia.il"i iSSL1E5 i~1VOiVet1~

Perhaps you could let me know if you would be interested in sending a representative to attend
such a meeting?

I look forward to hearing from you.

R OLIVER
HEAD OF DRIVER &VEHICLE POLICY GROUP

10
w

~—_ M executive agency of Tf~E DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
~,

COLCHESTER INSTITUTE

SHEEPEN ROAD COLCHESTER ESSEX CO3 3LL TELEPHONE: (01206) 118O00 F~`.X: ~t~t?OG) iG30.11

a~~~~ss~at~d ee~t~g .,~~e
c~ua ~a t~ s posse

aye a o~~' ere ~'s
`A`e~ ooh{ u~'~

TD JMW vv V'~ +` ~ y~
Februar 1995 sr~ a'~yy S~a
Dear Sirs,

~^ T ~Tr~f F~~ /~T , C~C'~T /`~ ~TT~T/7~ ~ r-e.l~~_~V .._. _~isv~aa..:. v~.~~1v ►J1 a~ b :tea..11VL.a ✓~ZlJ

SUNDAY 14 MAY 1995

The students of the Colchester Institute Vehicle Restoration
course, would like to bring to your attention our annually runClassic Vehicle Show. Throughout the years the Show has grown in
quality as well as quantity of vehicles entered. This year, we areagain hoping for as varied a selection of vehicles as possible, andwe would like to invite your Club to take part in the 1995 Show.

The Show will take place on SUNDAY l4 MAY 1995.

Club Stands are a strong area of our Show and more would bewelcomed. However, due to demand, Post-war Vehicle Clubs are
requested to limit the number of vehicles entered to 8. Memberswho are not able to be fitted onto the Club Stand will be welcomedas individual entries to the Show. There is no entry fee for pre-booked vehicles, the driver, plus one other person. Club entry
forms are included with this letter and should be returned as soonas possible to me at the above address, to arrive not later than
FRIDAY 17TH MARCH 1995. It is not possible for entries accepted
after this date to be included in our Show Guide.

May we also request that y~~2 i rtfnr-jn a> > ;.~,~r ma,~tia;.-~ ,~r ~-~~~ ~;.~r~~
as their support would be very much appreciated. Individual entry
forms are available from the above address, singly or in any number
as required. Entry is again free if pre-booked as above. Your
participation would be greatly appreciated towards enhancing the
quality of an already successful Show.

Yours sincerely,

~o~
T Denton - Show Director

P.S. We will be glad to deal with any queries. Please ring
0206 718631 if you have any queries.

IMPORTANT : GATES OPEN AT 8.00 AM AND ALL S MUST BE ON SITE
BY 10.30 AM

~, K. T,~, ~ oil. ~r ~r ;r.~i ~~~: i.~: , --- — - -, ~ ~ _ _ .. - -- - — - - ~. _ :- _ , --~--
~ r~ ~ WILL RECEIVE A PLA IIE - TIiOSE ENTERED I.~~ER WILL NOT

CVS89-2

OiRECTOR J `.~ fl~f,i:~.~!',i.~ ?„ ~ . r:.' r~; ,, , _ 1111 3i.. c~' ,• ~ rr.
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THE 48-21 S HOLDEN .~
Sur rises—M steries—p y -~.,~ !Fact-Fiction l~

PART
VOLUf►fE PRODUCTION RI?GiNS
Finally, all departments were satisfied and
the green light was given for volume pro-
duction to commence. This is where the
research waters become rather murky, on
account of the lack of documentation in the
photos originating from this time, and the
contradictions in the documentation has sur-
vived. When writing Part One of this article,
concluded that the first pilot car and the

first volume-produced car were hvo different
vehicles, produced at different times, and
that the only photos surviving were those of
the first volume-produced car.

Since then, 1 have received additional
photos and documentation from various
sources, some of which portray the first pilot
car as the first volume-produced car, and
others of ~~~hich distinguish between the t~~~o.
tllhat makes the situation even more complex
is that 1 know that some of the documenta-
tion is wrong! As a result, I shall have to
leave the matter open until I have had more
time to do further research and unravel this
fascinating tangle o(information.l~1earn~~hile,
1 shall try to explain what I have found so
far.

Various well-known photos show a light
colored car at the head of the line, ~~~ith a
placard inside its windscreen bearing the title
No. 1 /olden. The car must have been either
Gawler Cream or Convoy Crey. 1 am not yet
skilled enough in telling the difference
between the two colors as they appear on
black and white photos. When the car was
completed, company officials and workers
gatf~ered round to watch Managing Director
Narold [3ettle, with Chief Engineer Russell
f3egg beside him, drive it off the line. Une
therefore thinks that this must have been
pilot car n~~mber one, the first car off the
Australian assembly line.

Ho~~~eve►. a hitherto unpublished (I think!)
photo, takr n just before the first car was
completed, also shows four other light-
colored cars behind it on the line, which
seem to indicate that this is not a photo of
the pilot cars, ~vtiere only the first one ~~~as
light anti the next five were dark, but v( those
immediately follo~ti~ing the pilot cars. This
photo leas been crucial in my research, and
will need to find some compelling evidence

to convince me that the first car on the photo
is of pilot car number one rather than
volume-produced numher one.

~1 fe~~~ weeks later, at the time of the official
release c~( the Fi~lden, the public ~~~ere able
to sce ne~~~sreel film of this event in the

cinemas. Subsequently, people have assumed The lemons Ben Chifley photo of the alleged car
~~~rongly that it took place on unveiling day No. ~. As the text describes there Is more then at
in the presence of N1r. Cl~ifley, but of course, 

~~rst meets the eye.

it vas several weeks before the great day. WOttKN;ttS f~1RST!

THE N'IRST DF.LIVERII~;S
There then ensued a frenzy of activity to ha~~e
sufficient cars ready by unveiling day, so that
principal dealers in all states would have cars
on their showroom floors by then, and also
that the company would Dave sufficient cars
for display at various vantage points around
the plant. That this w~-~s well and truly
achieved is a testimony to the energ>~ anti
dedication of A1anu(acturing Marnger, }'rank
Callahan, anti his emrloyees. In the light of
this, you can forget about stories of how t~1r.
Chifley pressed the button and the first
} lolden rolled off the assembly line! !3y
urn~eiling day, sixt~~ eight cars had already
been distributed to headquarters in all capital
cities. Fifteen, for ex~irn~le, hael already been
delivered in t~~~o batches to Adelaide; first
there vas a batrt~ of ten (38th to 47th on the
cleli~~ery priority list) and then a second batch
of five (64th to G8th). Bear in mind, though,
that these numbers do n~~t represent assem-
bly numbers. The f~~ct is that special selec-
tions had to be male to ensure that each
capital city received a few blue, grey ~ncl
cream cars among gill the black ones, which
dominated early proeiuctions. In addition,
Tasmania had to get r~rs that would not have
to be 'campaign serviced', so theirs haJ to he
eery c~~refull~• s~~lecte~l.

In a fine display of good public relations, Gr1-
f! gave the first official preview of the new
t lolden not to the dealers, but to the Fish-
ermen's t3end employees and their families.
On Sunday, November 2l, a huge, superbly
planned, Open Day was held for them. They
were given complete run of the factory,
including the normally high security design
rooms. 1 wonder whether the sketches and
models of the proposed utility were left un
display! Tliere were completed cars for the
guests to inspect, as well as all those on the
assembly line in various stages of complete-
ness. G1~1-f l estimated the crowd at 12,000.
An enthusiastic cress suggested 16,000!

A I~tOl~1h;N'1' OF PANIC
At abo~~t this time, 1 company nightmare
came true. h1r. l3ettle's pilot car was stolen!
It may even ha~~e been Old Number One!
1Vhen the police reco~~ered it after a fe«~
Hours, Frith its ignition ~~~ires in disarray, I~tr.
Callahan exchanged his pilot car with htr.
fiettle's, so that tie could repair the wiring
and keep an eye on the car. Soon aftenvarcls
rtr. Callahan was apprelien~led by some other
police for ~rivin~ a stolen car, and had q~iite
some explaining to Jo! He ~~rrivecl back at the
factory with a police 'courtesy escort', but

t'm sure they wanteel to da~ible-check his
store.

1312 RESTOR~'D CARS, Nn. l07



'('Ht; lIOLI)I;N IS UNVI;ILt;I)
The official !au►~ch for Victorian dealers took
place at the Oriental Hotel in htelhourne on
}~rida~}, November 2G, and ttie official urn~eil-
ing of the car by Prime Minister Chifley com-
menced ai 2.30pm on Monday, November 29,
in the h'ishermen's fiend Social Hall. Around
400 guests in the flo~~~er-decked hall
applauded when "silver curtains were swept
aside to allow spotlights to ~~ick out an ivory
colored Holden in a setting of black velvet"
(to quote The Adi~ertise~r), ~~~hile an orchestra
flayed softly i3rahms' Waltz in A flat.

There were 1200 official guests in all, and
hundreds of bottles of champag~~e popped in
the various richly decorated venues in the
plant, as the inauguration of the ne~ti~ Austra-
lian car venture was celebrated in grand
style.

THE 'CHI[~LEY' CAR
I am slowly piecing together the order of
events on that memorable afternoon. (t
seems that, after the official ceremony, I~1r.
Chifley was given a guided tour of the factory
and the party finally came to a car bearing
the placard, No. 1 I~olden, waiting for them
inside t}~e factory. I assume that I~1r. Ct~ifley
~~~as driven in the car to tl~e area outside
where a Cobb & Co coach was standing, and
it was here that the well-known ~~hotographic
session took dace.
[n the light of what [have said earlier, ynu

will realise that I still have to determine
whether this 'Chifley' car was the first pilot
car, Old Number 0~1e, or t1~e first volume-
produced car. At present I am comparing a
photo of the ̀ Chifley' car and one of l~'o. 1
Holde~t coming off tfie assembly line, ~~~ith an
undocumented phoXo I have just realised
might be that of Old Number One on the
assembly line.

[f the `Chifley' car tuns out to be Old
J~'umher One, it would mean that an inter-
esting process had gone on behind the
scenes. They would have had to remove the
registration sticker from the windscreen,
take off the number plates and patch up the
holes in the boot lid, and also generally
freshen uP the car, because it had been
driven around since October 1~. This could
easily have been done, and one could readily
understand the reasons for such a move. 1
hope [can authenticate the undocw»ented
photo soon, and be more definite on my
theory. The matter is complicated by the (act
that I have also just received documented
photos that contradict all this, but I think
they may be wrongly documented!! Such are
tf~e joys of the researcher.

TFi[; b1YSTf:RY Of~ I30DY N0. 6
This brings me to my final mystery. How did
Old Number One corY~e to get body number
6, when the company vas so careful to give
it engine no. 1001? As I mentioned earlier,
the first productio~~ body made at Woodville
vas black, so even if Gh9-!i had decided t<~

continue the nun~berin}; from the five ~~ro-
tot~~nes, this black body ~voul~l have been
number f rather than the Ga~~~ler Cream one.
Hurthermore, a C011l~clll)' Il1Ct110 refers to
'ire-~~roduction bodies 4 and 5' in an engi-
neering re{port, so I can't imagine why these
bodies would suddenly have been renu~Y~-
bered to become numbers 9 anti 10 at a later
stage! It appears that body G may simply have
been but onto the Fishermen's t3end line in
first position, because it was the first one to
hand. The body number vas perha{~s not
considered important because it vas not
required for registration purposes, whereas
the engine number and serial number were.

CIZAStI IZUI~tOftS
In this connection there are intriguing
rumors circulating in unofficial GM-H
circles about a dreadful disaster that is sun-
posed to have befallen Old l~'cnnber O~ie. One
version has it that a crane fell on it; another
tells of how it ~~~as driven into a tree and
written off! Both versions say that engine
number IOVI ~~~as taken out of the wreck and
but into bode number 6. In the light of what
I have just previously said, this makes no
sense at aIL One ~~~onders whether the stories
arose from attem~~ts to explain how car one
managed to get body six. Perhaps it was one
of the other pilot cars that met with a dread-
ful fate during the intensive testing {period.
I'd love to know more about this.

These are my (indin~;s to elate, ai~~ much
remains to be done. l w~ul~1 therefore a~~~re-
ciate all the help I can het from /lestored
Cars readers, especially retired emrloyees
and officials from the f' fishermen's fiend and
~Vood~~ille plants, and from mei~~bers of the
many 48-215 Holden clubs around the
country. In particular I am in search of:
(1) Alemories and anecdotes from the {~ro-

duction lines in 1948;
(2) Co}pies of any photos (black end ~~~hite or

color) and color slides, or photocopies of
any newspaper articles that might he
interesting or enlightening;

(3) Comments on my theory about b~d~~
no. 6;

(4) }~urther details about the story of the
dreadful accident that is supposed to
have befallen Old 1~'iunber One;

(5) A color photo, or a print from a color
slide, of I~ir. Chifley beside 1~'0. 1 tfoldc>>r.
It goes without saying that t ~~~ould reim-

burse readers for any ex~~enses incurred in
making copies of ~~hotos or slides, or
photocopies.

am indebted to more neoE~le than t can
list here for all their hel{~, so generously
given, in my research so far, and, of course,
I am indebted to Eddie Ford for encouraging
me to go to press.

Don Loffler, 1 J Clarence Ave., IClemzig, S.A
5087 Phone (08)261-2738

Looking like a clip from the 70's TV show 'The Sullivans: Such is not the case as the photo was from
the Sydney newspaper 'The Sun' as a group of late 40's school k(ds check out a new Holden.
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HOLDEN NEW ZEA►IIAND
In a move aimed at reducing customer

confusion about its various bra~lds, General
Motors New Zealand changed its name to
~~olden New Zeeland on July 15. The com-
pany's Opel passenger cars and Isuzu lig~lt
commercial and fourwheel drive recreational
vehicles were re-badged as Holdens at the
SaITIe t1IY1e.

The c~lange comes after an extensive
survey of customer attitudes conducted late
last year.

"The research confirmed what we had
suspected for some time —that despite our
best efforts, General Motors was thought of
as a company rather than a product people
buy. And because our advertising and
promotion efforts were split between Holden,
Opel and Isuzu, our sales in some areas
weren't doing justice to the products we were
offering," said Managing Director Don
Bowden, formerly Holden's National Sales
Manager, who took on the NZ top job in
November'93.

"Owners of our OpelVectras, for
instance, reported higher levels of
satisfaction with their vehicles than owners
of any other car in that class, but too few new
buyers had it on their shopping list —
orwere even aware of it."

The exception to General Motors' brand
woes was Holden, which is a household name
because of its 40-year association with New
Zealand.

"Changing to ~~olden was the logical
thing to do, but it still wasn't an easy
decision," said Bowden. "You don't change
names with the proud heritage of General
Motors or Opel without serious thought".

The renamed company will continue to
source its products from all over the world,
with light commercials and 4WDs from Japan
and passenger vehicles (including
commercial vehicle derivatives) from
Australia as well as Europe.

By early '95, Holden New Zealand
will offer 11 models and some 54 variants.
The emended range includes the new Holden
Barina, and for the first time a vehicle to
compete in the key light-medium market
sector, the Holden Astra, which is engineered
in Germany and badged as Opel in Europe.

Ken Gold, who lives on the NSW central
coast, bought his ~~Z Kingswood ute new in
1979. It served as a daily workhorse for
Ken's automotive air conditioning business
until about eve years ago, when he decided
to do a bit of work on it.

Hours and hours of careful labour and
thousands of dollars later, you'd have to say
those workhorse days are well and truly over.

"I would just love to own it," says NSW
Zone District Manager David LeMottee,
who had the chance to drive this rather
unassuming-looking winner of the 1994 All
Holden Day Best Car trophy. "Everything
about the car is so subtle. You'd never guess
it has a Larry Perkins Group AV8 and a
Rolls-Royce turbohydramatic auto transmis-
sion. There's even Howe leather upholstery.
The performance is awesome, yet it's an
easy car to drive in traffic. You step on the
accelerator, and it all happens —quickly!

"The effort Ken has gone to is
unbelievable. Every single nut and bolt was
replaced during the restoration, and the end
result is amazing," says David, who tells us
that Ken Gold has refused $35,000 for his
HZ ute (we'd hate to think how much was
lavished on it) because it's intended as a
gift for his son. Ducky boy.

P~roua► Holden owner Ken Gold and the prize-
winning HZ.
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AROLf ND OZ IN 2 0 DAYS A►N~D
A FLt.J~RO DI~~ANGE HD

White most people would shudder at the
prospect of driving 17,b00 tough kilometres
around Australia in 3uat 20 days, wor~nates
Helen Murphy and Kerrie Cheesman can
hardly waif to hit the road.

Their entry was the first received for
next year's Mobil 1 Round Australia'I~rial,
an event which continues the tradition of
classic around Australia rallies which began
in the fifties.

Helen and Kerrie, law enforcement
officers with the City of Melbourne, are
veterans of several outback charity "Bash
events and so is their trusty 1966 HD Holden.

The pair will participate in the Round
Australia Challenge, designed for thrill-
seekerswho want to take part in a great
motoring adventure, It runs in tandem with
the maim event, the Mobil 1 Reliability'I~rial, a
"full-on„ special stage rally open to
professionally-prepared Series Production
Touring and Historic Rally Cars, crewed by
experienced rally crews. Some 260 entrants
are expected for the combined events.

The Mobil'I~ial is the first of its kind
since the 1979 Repco Reliability ?1ria1, won by
Peter Brock in a Holden Commodore as part
of an historic 1-2-3 victory for Holden. It will
start in Brisbane on June 13,1995, take in all
mainland capitals and finish 17,600 kilo-
metreslater on Queensland's Gold Coast on
JUty 2.

Helen Murphy (le, j~) and Kerrie Cheesman
plan to see Australia ... fast.

UpFront is published quarterly by the
Marketing Department, General Motors-Holder's

Automotive Limited, 241 Salmon Street,
Port Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 3207.

ri~.TLKAlTnUT, F~6►uo.y Ifr, 19S!

liERr'S a talc of tough testing! In a fast around-
~lustralia t~i~~ two n~en in a T{olden convincingly proved that
1 iolclen is I~tiilt to witlitta~~c1 tl~e most gruelling Australian driving
cni~clitions. E3ogs acid swamis, stretches of roughly corrugated
gra~•el, unml~~iecl Kush tracks and netted roads were just a
fc~v of the ~t>stacles o~~erCo~liC by the Skill and fortitude of ttie
drivers a~i~l the su~e~lative ~xrformance of their Holden.

Newsna~er reports describe incidents on the journey. E3etween
c~~itals ttie rc~acls were good and fast times were made from
C'erlh to I)arwii~. The distance from Perth to r'ielhourne was
covered i~~ 4~ hours although the Holden was (King run-iii
across tl~e Ntillarb~c Plains. The last lap from Darwin to Perth
e~•as the toughest slid in one day they travelled only one cap
Ien~el~. On a~iothe~ occasion wheel slip in heavy going accounted
fr~r I20 miles being registered foe 30 miles travel by tl~e reap.

I'lreitot►~enn1 !'er/orrita~ice. The car gave aphenomenal per-
forn~ai~ce ~~et~veen l~tt. Isa anci Darwin via Tennant's Creek.

"flee distance of 1,180 miles ~~•as covered in (6 hours' traveflir~g

time gi~~iii~ air average s~ecd of nearly 74 miles per hour. For

140 miles between 13roor~ie acid ~~allal they were almost con-

staiitly bogged. I~~ places where deep

~~-I~ccl ruts lowcrccl the car until it

scra~~ec1 along the centre of the track,

t~otli men role on the reap b~~rnpers,

Ictti~~~ the car drive itself, reg~~lated
by the throttle. For a stretch of ~

nearly 20 miles progress was made

in this n~antier. ~ ~ = ; ; .

rig. Anderson tells this story of - ~•'

IIol~len achievement in his own
tv~rcls : _ ,,Q~•

"The Following tcstiinonial is in-
tenelecl to serve as an accurate cles-
cri~tio~~ of the ~e~formance of a

i~ew Holden Sean purchased by me
recently and used on a round-Aus-

tralia tour, via all capital cities,

ir~clucliiig Darwin, through the

Northern Territory, North West

a~~d inland.

"Tlie total ~i~ileage which was made

on the entire trig, was 10,600 miles,
of which only 3,500 miles of food

~itut~ien rck~d was encountered.
4,000 miles of roughly corrugated

gravel were driven over at a high

sp~cc~ and 3,1Q0 miles of rough bus{i track vas also cncounter~d,
of which contained lii~ndreds of miles of d~cp sand, which ~iiade
going very I~cavy, and also several hundred miles of mud fiats

wticre the track was deeply rutted and practically impossible to

pass without the aid of chains and many miles of low gear

driving.

"I found the car gave an excellent performance at all speeds

and «~e kept txtwecn 60 and 70 miles (xr hour on gaoc~ toads

which enabled ~T~e to cover Perth to Ilielbourne, 44 Fours;

I~telbourne to Sydney, 11 hours ; Sydney to Brisbane, 16 lours ;

Brisbane to r'it. Isa, 36 fours. The cac gave a phenomenal

performance between Mt. Isa and I3arwin, via Tennant's Creek,

the distance of 1,180 miles which was covered i~~ 16 hoii~s'

travelling time. This gave an average spetd of nearly 74 miles

per hour.

"Between ,Darwin and Perth the worst roads ~ve~e encountered

yet I had little cliff'iculty in keeping the car moving over ticavy

hog and loose sand.

"I ~ experienced small breakages such as springs and minor

parts due to collisio~~s wit1~ ant

hills and large rocks, which I

encountered on the track, but iio

mechanical trouble vas experienced

with the car whatsoever.

"The smooth riding over rough

country was most noticeable and the

rapid acceleration to plough tfirougli

creek beds, sand and water was

appreciated. Oil changes were made

at 1,000 mile intervals and it was

not necessary to top up during those

periods.

"As a driver of considerah(e ex=

perience, I have not driven a better

cac for performance, reliability and

com f ott.

"In conclusion, may I congratu-

late Genera►( T'Iotors on the achieve-
ment of producing such a fine
vehicle.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) S. ANDERSON."
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This excellent vehicle is still
up for sale. A practical classic
in the true sense of the word.
Paul is considering putting it
in an auction, does anyone
know of a goad venue?

Steering Column: - F.J. Hoiden.

Motor:

Original Holden Red 186 & 60.
EH sump &back-up tube.
20/60 cam.
Scorcher duel point ign.
Flowed head.

Perry 54 extractors.
350 holley carb.

Gear I3ox: -

Datsun 180 B. 4 Speed.

Dellow adapter (speedo cable - 180B) .
F.B. slave cylinder (modified mount) .

f
Diff.•-

E.H. housing &axles.
H.R 3.36 centre (DPNn.
H.R brakes (complete) to suit disc front.
Lovell rear sway bars.
Munro 130 Shocks.
Tail shaft E.H. shortened with Datsun (blue}.
Front yoke (same unit as Holden).

,Steering Box: - F.J. splined centre shaft, H.G. joint to connect to column.

Front End:- H.R disc brake Qohn Keene conversion).
Lovell lowered H.D. springs.

Lovell front sway bar.

H.R. steering arms (F.J, idler arm) Munro 130 shocks.

Racllator: - Stock F.J.

Wlndsreen tiirperso - Holden 1000 cable (F.J. arms) &blades.
Holden 2 speed motor,
H.R Holden switch. Paul A Faulkjier

1 Roussel Me1vs
ElectYres: - H.R Holden S't. Helier

Jersey
Hand Brake: - F.J. Holden.

Channel Islands
Tel: 053~~ 73l 1=1
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Australian Mofor Manual
October 15 7954

Lets of ,~3its
Pulling your ~~olden apart could

ba a long Rnd tiring bu$inese .--
there are 10,182 part,,
(~f these, 3672 ara in~ViauA~

parts, The total includes dupii-
cated parts rAngtng from ty ree
~nc~ sparking ~~tugs to nuts and
tiolt9.

FOR SALE
Something a bit different. A
1974 MINI. eh? actually its an
Australian one imported in 1986
and for sale at £695. it is
1100cc Black with a White
roof. Phone No: 0116 271 054
It was spotted by Rosemary
Camp in her local paper
covering the Leicester area .

- ,..,_
'SPECIAL VIDEO

Holden has produced atwo-hour
commemorative video featuring race action
highlights, driver interviews and footage not
previously seen on televisian. It will be on
sale at major national
retailers from October
through December,
rip $24.96. Mail order
enquiries to Festival
Video: (02) 660 4022.

~~
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Welcomes V~si~ors to MEHv,,,
CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

e~~~p►~hu~diIn town you ctin dine at 80JANGlES KQ~~
aroowhere we specialise in genuine

Territory food. Buffp~o

~
Territory

~ beef

~ ' + ~ camel

8o TODD sT., AUCE SPRINa~
Ph: (089) 52 2873 fax; ~~88) 53 4150 A"E 2

From Carweek comes the tale of
Brazilian paint salesman Carmelo Silva.
After being flagged down twice within an
hour' by the same highway patrolman, Silva
poured red paint all over the officer. A court
in Brasilia fined Silva 300 pounds. The
patrolman said he flagged down the motorist
a second time to tell him the earlier booking
for speeding had been a mistake.

The Herald-Sun tells us t~lat Total has
successfully.trialled aperfumed petrol after
surveys showed that most women and many
men found the smell of petrol offensive. The
scent for diesel was descrit~ed as "distinctly
fruity, predominantly raspberry" and super
as "bananas with a note of vanilla."

• ` r ~ ~/ / . '

~` 1~ -~ -< <
~~ ~

MOTORING SWAPMEET
ROCKET SRE~M1550N~BAWTRY~Nr. DONCASTER~S. YORKSHIRE

E~ASTE~ MONDAY APR11.17th 1995
Cars, Caravans, Commercials Trailers, Motorcycles boats and items related

to motoring for sale. Hire a pitch with 10ft frontage for-one vehicle or a .
qua~tfty of spares -just E8pre-booked or £10 payable on the day

. ~.::~PUBLI~ ~DIV~155~QIV . ~ 1 PER CAR

LUTON H40 C IC CAR SHOW
!~ LUTON ~ BEDS - 2 miles from Junc. 10 of the M 1

Y ?th 8z 8t~i.
Set in 4 000 acres of beautiful arkland,P

'~, gardens by separate admission -over ?00 i

~ classics and 10,000 visitors in '941

~e~dn
~~nta e
far u~b

Hatherleigh Cattle Market,
Nr. Okeham ton, Devon

Open at 9.30am
All covered, easy access, free parking,

nfresirments avaflabli
Entry only SOp - stalls f8 or f10 on the day

All enquiries Rene Masson: •

Pl mouth 01752.704488

,y Y ~ { r .;

,~ ~~,~ ,. ~;~....
~:~

' S

EAST-PARK, WOLV6RN~AMPTON, W: MILS.

ZO
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PARTS A11TD SERVICES

,~i~ ~~~~
CLA88iC CLA881C
HOLDEN ~ry ~.~~y ~Y~ ~, , FORD

• ~~~
~~n~ :~ Daltf 11+1 ~P!'O! On 

~~
9~0»+~ C~~ uS ~Aw

~ RUBBERS ~ TRIM SUPPLIES
* BADGES *MOULDING PHONE

~ MECHANICAL *PANEL$ ~o~ 252 9144
8~ COMMERCIAL RD FORTfTUDE VALLEY

Barr 'st~ y
Automobilia

P O.BOX 46
EPPING,
N.S.W. 2121 AUSTRALIA OBSOLETE MODES 8c TOYS
PNONE: SYDNEY (02) 8698969 I~,1PORTERS—EXPORTERS

INT: 612 869 8969 VINTAGE CAR PARTS

388-390 Gilbert Rd
Preston
Melbourne
Victoria 3072

o~
11~ ~TIZANI)

LONnON W('2R UA;~

7'l~:L: 071 K3(► 22~1~

- - ,- .
Ausfral~a

P.O. BOX 41, TERANG, VIC. AUST. 3264
~tlr MODEL CARS ~' TRUCKS ~r BUSES
~t TRACTORS ~ F1RE APPARATUS

~ AIRCRAFT/MiUTARY
Au~trells's Largest Range of Perta.

Conversions and Decals
WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVECE

Telephone SEND Stamped Self addressed
(055j 921592 Envelope for price list details.

~ ~ ~ • ~ ~ .

I

Form~rty DISCOUNT AUTO WRECKERS

~

__ -- - - - HOLDEN TORANA
HOURS ~ STATESMAN

Factory 8C Green St 
MON-FRI 5.30.5.30

SAT 9.00-4.00 SPECIALISTS '48-78
THOMASTOWN, vic 3oss
PHONE (03) 466.4233

SUN PHONE USED SPARE PARTS

NEXT ISSUE .....................e.......

!;

The result of our competition and
lots of other stuff! Closing date for
both this competition and items for
inclusion is 30th April

Postal address : P.O. Box 139
Glenroy
Victoria 3046

Phone - 00 613 471 0733
Fax - 00 613 471 0753 VISA accepted
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