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B Keeping Classics Alrve...

Practical Classics is Britain's best- out a subscription and we'll arrange for a
selling classic car magazine. year's supply to be posted to you - direct

Every month it's packed with vital and fresh from the printers.
information.

Full and part-rebuilds, restoration
techniques, parts and services, buying
quides, home rebuilds, car discoveries -
and hundreds of affordable classic cars

Published on the second Friday of | Practical Classics Subscriptions,
every month, Practical Classics is | POBox500, Leicester LESS 0AA.

: . Credit card orders 0858 410888,
available from your newsagents, or take R SR,




FRONT COVER - Guy Hardy's 1981 Commodore
COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN / ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
- Surrey, KT9 1JY. Tel. 0181 287 4932.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY / TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolf's Castle,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales. Tel. 01437 741210.

EDITOR / PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER.  Position Vacant

* The Register is recognised by General Motors-Holden's

* The Register is a member of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Gamer. 0181 287 4932
Technical Adviser : Chas Blake. 01344 304527

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4-Date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 o

Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p

Tax Disc Holder R 50p

Key Fob i 50p

Cloth Badge e £1

Tie (Blue) ” £8 “

T Shirts (S/IM/L/XL) ¥ £6.50 ..Post £1

All cheques in sterling payable to Holden UK Register.
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please
add postage. :
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Hi All.

Well we are very close to the
Holden Day now. Despite the
fact that the summer weather
has now in all probability
passed into history we are
hoping for a good turnout.
Kempton Park has always been
a good event with lots going on
and well worth a visit. As you
can see this edition is a little
thinner than usual. It seems to
be a bit of a dead period at the
present time, no incoming mail,
few magazines received with
suitable articles, no photos or
previously undiscovered
Holdens turning up so | have
been using archive material.

Guy Hardy our Treasurer and
Membership Secretary, has
recently purchased the 1981
Commodore shown on our front
cover. It is a nice example for
the year and has been a
regular at various Holden
events around the country. |
hope it gives you many happy
miles Guy.

Keep that Holden news coming
in.

Regards

—
Chairman 3



Reproduced below is one of the postcard i ' R paa
p postcards currently available from the Podil CL AC%(%IC

d ; P.O. Box No. 70.
Australia Shop in the Strand, London. 40p. (Coloured) C‘W s i
CAD éH London,
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AUTOJUMBLE Office Tel/Fax: 01923 835121
al KEMPTON PARK on the last Sunday in September 24 Hour Information: 01923 829547
1982
jnuramna Mr Ken Garner
T s ‘4 Holden U.K. Register
b 7 ORI
R Y Reyn 3 39 Roebuck Road
Honyliural Hall Chessington
e Surrey
y a Honicuhural Hal Your Reference Number 951155
1988
i 9th August 1995
G & 1986 D Mr G
. )?:\;?3:‘1:. s e f J.: "M‘_:;-:::”H ear r arner
et Re: The London Classic Car Show
== Sunday 24th September 95
[ Kemplon Park
YRY
Kempion Pak We thank you for your Booking for the above Show and we are pleased to offer your Club Site
1990 Number 645 & 646 12 METRES X 6 METRES MAX. 6 CARS.
Kempion Park®
e This year there has been various changes at Kempton Park and all site numbers have been
mpion Park

changed. Unfortunately, we have had to alter the position of most Clubs although some may
Kempona Pk still have the same area. Space is limited due to the demand for sites. More Car Clubs are
applying to be part of the Show every year.

L
1994 Should you require to set up on the Saturday evening, please advise this Office as set up is 1
! g ey only allowed with prior consent and a special entry pass will be issued. No entry will bé
..... : = > : s o allowed without this pass. Set up will be after 5pm on Saturday 23rd September 95.

wyxindpermusinofl  Please note: All Vehicles must be on site by 8.30am Sunday Morning 24th September 95. No
feCekaldeCouse— admission will be allowed after this time.

Nearer to the date you wiil receive all necessary paperwork.

; ; 1 Should you have any queries regarding your site, please contact me at above Telephone/Fax
» . 5 3 number and | will be pleased to help.
Holden’s beauty brings you pride and joy
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4nd liappy moments 10 ook formard fn from the day you take delivery of your Holdon - i
wheeher your chioke be Holden é¢-luse Spevial, the Bosiness Sedan of tiwe wocomy model, Holded Standand, DI rec‘0'

Conveni¢af G.M A C. Hire Purchase terms are svailatle if required

The London Classic Car Show.

GENERAL MOTORS:HOLDEN'S (70, - Bidaor + Spieey » Meibwune + Adealde 1 Prth ~ Bl Ao b hekien] Drrler oot k

Sponsored by

e s VMAR I W=

i A
o Ansceties)

Organised by Priory Grange Garages Lid.
Regd. No. 772620 (London) Directors: N.V. Engert, E. Urquhart
Regd. Office: Letchford House, Headstone Lane, Harrow, Middlesex, HA3 6PE



The following list has been extracted from the Book of Irreverent Logic,
with king permission of John Laws. (Via the 48 & FJ Owners Club of NSW)

* Be thankful, if you didn't have a nose, you'd have to stick your ear in other

le's business.
Ee((;ﬁeelfun‘:isrl;::er cent of non-smokers die. ! HAVE YOU RENEWED
* Eat, drink - be f 1
* g?)td :I::ie A?a(:n :'lr:ltt, ?:gt ml:xse he didn't want any advice on how to. YOI.JR SUB S CIPTI ON

* If hypocrisy was bad for the environment, the world would have ended a long

time ago. TO T e

* It's 0.K. to miss your ex-wife...as long as your aim is improving. ?
* Political parties should not be simply a device to transfer money from people

+ who have earned it to people who haven't. HOLDEN UK REGI STER :
* Simple rule of the road: Dumb drivers have the right of way.

* Your only young once, but you can be immature forever....ask me.

* If you're not the lead dog the view never changes [f nOt -

* Count your enemies. If you haven't got any, chances are you haven't got any 5 ’

friends either. this will be your last copy of
* If the outdoors is so wonderful, how come the homeless don't like it better.

* Ignorance is not bliss. Ignorance is ignorance.

* In the battle for rights, commonsense is the first casualty.

* Make welfare as hard to get as a building permit and we'll all be O.K.

* Remember, public ignorance is Government's best friend. * HOLDEN BUSINE S S

* The idea is not to avoid death, but to enjoy life.

* A simple way to get votes: find something the Australian people haven't got, tell

they have a right to have it - and then promise to get it for them.

* A society that loses its sense of outrage is doomed to extinction.

* Be more aware of your responsibility than you are of your rights.

* Don't gossip. If you don't see it, don't say it.

* I would like to live for a long time, but not if it means getting old.

*Have you ever noticed that some medicine bottle caps are on so tight that if

you're strong enough to get them off, you're probably not sick at all.




Blunder
by Choice?

HE Australian Consumers’

"Association has left itself
wide open for criticism by
sending an Aussie Falcon and
Holden to Britain for testing
by their English associates.

The results of the test
are to be published soon
in the association’s maga- -
zine, ‘“Choice”.

The association says it
sent them to England be-
cause it hadn’t the facilities
in Australia — meaning, pre-
sumably, a test track.

Fair enough. Except that
tests in England have very
little application to Austra-
lian conditions — as several
British manufacturers have
found to their dismay.

The Consumers' Associa-
tion is entitled to test cars
as much as they like,

. But they'd be much bet-
ter advised to find some way
of testing them in the con-
ditions in which they're
usually driven ., . . as motor-
ing magazines have done.

LOOK—they're changing the cars at Buckingham Palace.
Australian Falcon and Holden pose for publicity shots in
London after Consumers’ Association’s comparison test.

MODERN MOTOR — JULY 1967

MODERN MOTOR — SEPTEMBER 1967

ODERN MOTOR the other month
queried the wisdom of the Aus-

tralian Consumers’ Association |
in sending a Holden and a Fal-

con to England for comparative testing
by thé Which? team.

Now, after reading the repor{, pub-
lished in the ACA magazine Choice in
July, we're inclined to think it was just
as well.

For the English test, on the whole,
was fair and forthright; -its criticisms

" But ACA's Sydney headquarters,

apparently feeling the criticism was not
harsh enough, added comments of its
own, some of which ranged from the
simply misleading to the almost veno-

| mous.

of both cars were very largely the same |
ones the more responsible section of °

the motoring Press in Australia has
been making for years; they were
marred by only a few inaccuracies and
misapprehensions by the English test-
ers, which perhaps were inevitable.

Please don't mistake our attitude to
ACA. By and large this small organisa-
tion does a good job; several of us have
been erthusiastic members almost
since its inception; and we welcome
their belated entrance to the car-testing
world. e

When they learn more about motor
cars they will, we feel, have a definite
contribution to make. But if they want
people to believe they know what
they're talking about, they will really

were in this summing up:

have to be more objective than they »

) :

. .. the Falcon and the Holden have
shortcomings which can be simply
described as bad engineering, the most
important being the inferior brakes and
gearboxes, and that they are too noisy.

“They have shortcomings in lack of
accepted safety devices, such as child-
proof locks. They are too big in body
for their engines, and neither of them
could take off with the normal test load
of 690 Ib. on the hill-climbing test with-
out the driver slipping the clutch.
Neither had good paintwork or plating

These just didn't sound like the
Holdens and Falcons we've tested; close
perusal of the English tester's report
revealed that either the Choice mob
hadn’t read it properly, or had mis-
understood it. :

Inferior brakes? Yes, we go along
with that; we've criticised these cars'
drum brakes frequently ourselves. But
we think Choice could have mentioned
the availability of good optional discs.

Lack of childproof locks is likewise
incontestable.

But inferior gearboxes? Too much
noise? Too big for their engines? Un-

usual complaints, indeed. Let's look '

closer at the English tester's real com-
plaints—and the local crowd's misin-
terpretations.

The Englishmen in fact had no com-
plaint about the gearboxes—apart from
lack of synchromesh on first; the fact
that both cars now offer this as an
option was apparently unknown to
them, and is not mentioned by Choice.

Excessive noise? Internally, which is
where noise matters, the testers actually
found both cars ‘‘fairly quiet” except
for wind noise at really Righ speeds.

They thought the cars could be
quieter externally, but this criticism is
obviously minor.

Bodies too big for their engines?
This is the first criticism we've heard of
the current Holden and Falcon power-
to-weight ratio. Can Choice really be
asking for more powerfui engines; or
do they want smaller cars? The former
doesn't jell with their attitude on safety;
the latter would not be accepted by the
Australian car-buying public.

In fact, this comment is unsupported
by anything in the test report, except
the conclusions, where it is suggested
that the city-only driver would be better
off with a smaller car (smaller in body,
that is; there is no criticism of engine
size).

English thinking

This, we feel, can be dismissed as
English thinking. Smaller cars are
favored in Britain, largely because of
the narrow streets, and price differential
for larger cars; in Australia Holden-size
cars are both cheap and suitable for
the supermarket style of shopping.

Poor paintwork? The Englishmen do
criticise the paintwork, and mention
rust spots; this is hardly in accord with
Australian experience where the GM-H
acrylic finish, in particular, is generally
regarded as good, and more durable
than most English imports. It seems
likely that the cars were not properly
protected against rust before being sent
by sea to England.

The hill-climb "criticism is valid, but
not such a major one surely as Choice
thinks it is. One-in-four grades (as
used in the test) are not much en-
countered in Australian driving con-
ditions, and the 690 Ib. load (which
represents four adults and their lug-
gage) is likewise rare—average occu-
pancy of Australian cars is well under
two persons.

Few Australians would have the mis-
fortune to have to start regularly in
such a situation.

Our interpretation of the U.K. report
is that the Which? crew were not unim-
pressed by the cars and would have
been more so if they'd realised their
relative cheapness; they rate them as at
least the equal of the British Ford Zodiac

and Vauxhall Cresta—much more ex- .

pensive cars—except for braking, lack
of modern heating-ventilation systems,

poor pre-delivery work and some safety

features. Other criticisms are mostly

minor niggling affairs.

This apparently was not the result
Choice wanted. Even when the testers
find something to praise in the cars—
e.g., their perfect dust-sealing—Choice
is quick to tip the can on them.

“Of course, if there Is no dust, one
does not need dust-proofing,” it com-
ments-sarcastically. Yet could you have
imagined their outcry if the cars had
failed dust-proofing tests?

Choice's comments are laden not
only with this kind of gratuitous asser-
tion, but also with some strange, un-
explained figures.

Their reference, for instances, to a
“51 hp V8" Faicon leads one to the con-
clusion that Choice simply doesn't know
what it is talking about,

One is not told directly which engined
Falcon they bought, though the price
they paid—$2,376—is list for a 111
bhp 500 sedan.

Mystery surrounds their Holden pur-
chase—a 161 special with heater, belts
in the front and windscreen washers
(all extra when Choice made its pur-
chase)—for $2,791. This Is more than

.$500 higher than list price, and more

even than a Holden Premier.

Were they done? Or is it just an-
other Inaccuracy in a supposedly ob-
jective report which abounds in them?

—DAVID FRITH. .

MODERN MOTOR — SEPTEMBER 1947
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WINDOW CLEAN

AUTO FRESHENER

; CARPET CLEAN

MAG WHEEL CLEAN

VINYL/TRIM CLEAN
BODY BUFF

Volkswagen and Renault. The de-
mands of road safety and driver
and passenger comfort have stressed
the need for additional lamps and

. accessories of all kinds. These, to-

gether with the greater use of
electrically-operated chassis and
body units, have led to continued
improvement of controls and instru-
mentation, to simpler wiring systems
and to a greater adoption of high
capacity dynamos * and current-
voltage regulation to 'enable the
battery to cope with the increaising
loads.

STARTING.

A 12-volt starter will develop
something approaching twice the
brake horsepower of its 6-volt
counterpart of the same dimensions.

* 1nts is due in the main, to the fact

that in comparable systems of equal
power, the 6-volt circuit will be
required to take double the current

of the 12.volt system. With this

increased current, the power lost
due to the constant resistances of the
circuit, i.e., cables, earth return and
brushgear, considerably diminishes
the power available for conversion
by the starter motor. These power
losses are, of course, proportional
to the square of the current.

12 instead of a 6-volt system, in
actual practice and especially with
higher compression ratios. the 12-
volt system produces a far greater
caergy output, and to all practical
purposes suffers less from leakag:
of operating current in running.
lighting, and in the operation of
accessories. The savings in batter
cost and weight have been the main
reasons for continuation of the 6-
volt system during the immediate
past.

Australian Motor Manual—March 1. 1957.

NOT ANY HIGHER

According to the Vacuum Oil
Company’s chief automotive engi-
neer, manufacturers of car engines
are approaching what they con-
sider to be the most favourable
compression ratio. Since 1940 the
average compression ratio has
risen from 6% to 1 to 7% to 1, but
is not likely to go higher.

Brainy Lights

Traffic lights which think -for
themselves are being crected in
Adelaide. Known as electromatic
vehicular actuated lights, they will
control traffic at three of the city's
“problem” intersections.

March 15, 1955 — Australian Motor Manual

48 & FI HOLDEN OWNTERS CLUB of NSW. INCORPORATED
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WHAT’S
ON

TAUNTON AUTOJUMBLE _ qume
AND AUTOMART MERLIN,,

1 (WA WE'LL DO ANY DEAL TO BE

AVERX’BT""_ NUMBE LE_@LE E

e e R i | 5 P o S e e

BUY NOW BEFORE JULY 1 TAX INCREASE |

API.I.IISI-X‘

SUNDAY 20TH OCTOBER SR

TAUNTON MARKET, CANAL RD, TAUNTON
(M5, JUNCTION 25 - FOLLOWING SIGNS TO CATTLE MARKET)
Pre-hooked Stall sites - Indoors: 8ft front by 6ft deep £12
Outdoors: 10t front by 20(t deep £9
CLASSIC CARS FOR SALE £10 « MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE £5

................................................................................................................

- : HUGE FREE CAR PARK FOR FULL INFORMATION
Power steering, tinted windows ON-SITE CATERING TEL: 01935 74630 OR 01823
_AM/EM radio cassette PUBLIC ADMISSION £1 333730 OR FAX: 01823 336542
Ut IBATTLESBRIDGE |
T, F ¢ IMOTORCYCLE MUSEUM |
‘Gques CCYt (AI130 between Chelmsford/Southend) |

MNEW MODEL
N | NOVA - |
| SELLOUT! |
| FROM |
LS 19990 _1.

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24th
9th GRAND MOTORBILIA DAY

Crassic VEHicLE SHow AND LARGE AutojumsLe!!

NOM[?!{UG[JO(A][OMS -_-__._ »4[1{4¢ goEm ) g‘%’HU’JkéoghADv DE[alIS & ﬁmry forn]s }USTINE (0]268) 575000
Hunter Holtden === ViR G Herber! & rredzrli::ls'{s‘ s
This offer supersedes all previous offers. b 808 9]23 906 40 SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH
: METHWOLD - St Georges Hall
1 gest Stalls £3 if pre-paid - £10 on the day
Barina Dealer! g M. %ushlon, East View, Fritton Common,

@ Power steering : ong Stratton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR15 2Q8.
@ 1.4 fuel injocted Tel/Fax 01508 499718
® 4 door ’:mnh —
@ 6 speaker stereo :
® Biggest range of - REIGHLEY & WORTH VALLEY AALWAY \NS—— )

colours & options ..

All Models 1B WORTH VALLEY <
Immediate Delivery TRANSPORT GATHERING

Sponsored by Peter Black Holdings ple & John Haggas pic
# Vintage Commercial Vehicles ¢ Iosc?othDRAlet
Motor Cycles ¢ Classic Motor Cars

Replicas of classic transport - Vintage Double & Single Deck
Omnibuses € Railway Catering Services ¢ Memorabilla Stalls
At Keighiey: Peter Black's Lawkholme Lane Works; Ingrow Rallway Centre/John

Haggas’s Works; Frequent Steam Train Service; Kelghley Station - Ingrow

Raliway Centre, Vehicle entry forms from: J, Picldes, 78 Malsts Road, Keighisy, BD21 1HN

= Tel 01535 603379
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HOULDEN
PARTS AND SERVICES

r o
— N

v ORFORATNG
CGLASSIC ' CLASSIC
m v‘r’;«!vww:wa mnn
SPARES .-~ Tl SPARES
% RUBBERS  * TRIM SUPPLIES
* BADGES * MOULDING FEI

* MECHANICAL % PANELS  (07) 252 9144
85 COMMERCIAL RD FORTITUDE VALLEY

ol “Barry's
Automobilia

P.0.BOX 46

EPPING,

N.S.W. 2121 AUSTRALIA OBSOLETE MODELS & TOYS

PHONE: SYDNEY (02) 869 8969 IMPORTERS—-EXPORTERS
INT: 612 869 8969 VINTAGE CAR PARTS

RARE

388-390 Gilbert Rd
Preston
Melbourne
Victoria 3072

Phone - 00 613 471 0733
Fax -00613 4710753

v

AUSTRALIA shoP

115 STRAND
LONDON WC2R 0AA
(ENTRANCE - SAVOY STREET)
TEL: 071 836 2292

MODELBARN
L] .
Australia
P.O. BOX 41, TERANG, VIC. AUST. 3264
# MODEL CARS * TRUCKS # BUSES
% TRACTORS # FIRE APPARATUS
# AIRCRAFT/MILITARY
Australia’s Largest Range of Parts.
Conversions and Decals
WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Telephone SEND Stamped Self address_od
(055) 92 1592 Envelope for price list details.

PHONE (03) 466-4233

About Auto Recyclers .

HOLDEN TORANA

MON-FRI 8.30-5.30 & ST‘\TESMAN
Factory 8C Green St z yro Ly ISTS '48-78
THOMASTOWN, ViC 3085 s spEchAEIB SPARE I \TS

THE LIONS DEN |-

EARLY G.M.H. PARTS-ACCESSORIES
AUTOMOBILIA FOR
Holden-Buick-Chevrolet-Vauxhall-Cadillac Oldsmobile-
Pontiac-Bedford-G.M.C. Trucks

GENUINE NASCO PARTS :
9 Goodwin St., East Ipswich, Qid. 4305.
Ph. 07 281 7961 Sun.-Frl.

Postal address : P.O. Box 139
Glenroy
Victoria 3046

VISA accepted
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Holden is

economical, dependable, spacious
... AND FIRST COST IS ONLY £850 PLUS TAX

l'l()[,l)liN is the only wility designed and
built specifically for Australian conditions.
It ofers a unique combination of 6 cylinder
power, 21 h.p. perlormance, exceptional
durability, the 30 miles per gallon reported
by so many owners and generous 754 in.
long load space

High re-sale value, case of service, and
the ready availability of low-cost factory
guaranteed parts throughout Australia,
are further big reasons why Holden has

Holden popularity has

powerful,

owners have written letters of appreciation
o General  Motors-Holden's. ~ One,
Mr. P. Bailison Dobbics Limited, Gawler
Place, Adclaide wrote: “. . . One unility
purchased lust year has now covered 40,000
miles. Servicing has amounted to one valve
grind and replacemient parts have been mil.
The cconomy is outstunding and its nippy
performance together with its generous
pavload area all add up-to the fuct that
Holden is ideal for our type of business . . **

utility now, or in the

an outstanding name for value. ‘Ili\ Il you arg, thinking about purchasing a
(!

given it sales leader-
ship on the Australian
market and hundreds
of Holden utility

arrangements are ovailable
through GM AC —(eneral
Motors' own hire purchase

HOLDEN"*

Conveniens_ hire purchare || Auistralia’s Own Utility
*ACGISTENED TRADE AMARK

LIST PRICE L850 'L.US TAX

=u_ ) near future, will you

give your Holden dealer
the opportunity of
proving Holden value,

There are two Air Chief
car radios specially
designed for Iolden.

company.

GENERAL MOTORS-HOLDEN’S LTD.

BRISUANE ¢ SYDNEY ¢ MELBOURNE + ADELAIDE ¢ PERTH

Sold and Secviced by Holden Deaters ihryuyhout Ausiralla



