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FRONT COVER - Guy Hardy's 1981 Cor~modore

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN /ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. Tel. 0181 287 4932°

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolfs Castle,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales. Tel. 01437 741210. y

EDITOR /PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER. Position Vacant

* The Register is recognised by General Motors-Holden's

* The Register is a member of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. 01 ~1 287 4932
Technical Adviser :Chas Blake. 01344 304527

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE°

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4-Date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 0.
Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p ..
Tax Disc Holder . 0 50p ..
Key Fob .. 50p ..
Cloth Badge . o £7 ..
Tie (Blue) .. £8 ..
T Shirts (S/M/L/XL) .. £6.50 ..Post £1

A!I cheques in sterling payable to Holden UK Register.
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please
add postage.

~ ~ / --~

EDITO
., .NOTES. .,

~ 'J ~~: 3.~

Hi All.
Weii we are very close to the
Hoiden Day now. Despite the
fact that the summer weather
has now in all probability
passed into history we are
hoping for a good turnout.
Kempton Park has always been
a good event with lots going on
and well worth a visit. As you
can see this edition is a little
thinner than usual. It seems to
be a bit of a dead period at the
present time, no incoming mail,
few magazines received with
suitable articles, no photos or
previously undiscovered
Hoidens turning up so I have
been using archive material.

Guy Hardy our Treasurer and
Membership Secretary, has
recently purchased the 1981
Commodore shown on our front
cover. it is a nice example for
the year and has been a
regular at various Hoiden
events around the country. f
hope it gives you many happy
miles buy.

Keep that Holden news coming
in.

Regards

._-.,

~~ ....

Chairman
32
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Ic LONDON
• '~ CLJL ~.(?~VIc P.O. Box Nn. 70.

' ̀~ Northwood,
C~~ ~~~~ London,

' tnCOcPOtaf.lt~ HA6 3RP

~ ~ T~iE G~211ND LONDON England.

I~UI~1lJMBI:E Office Tel/Fax: 0!923 835121

at KEMPTON PARK on the last Sunday in Scptcmbcr 24 Hour Information: 01923 829547

ivxz

R"y'' Mr Ken Garnerii~~nK~i~~►~t ti~i
w ~ yR~ Nolden U.K. Register

R~~Y~ 39 Roebuck Road
{~~1f 11l U~lUf i~ ~~1~~

Chessington
RoY~ Surrey

.~ ~~.~K~~W«,►~~,~ Your Reference Number 951155
19%S

Rny~l 9th Aupust 1995Il~xticultural Hall b

19RR

R,~r~► Dear Mr Garner
E~,~,k~iw~~i tt~u

~ yR~ Re: The London Classic Car Show
KcmpuM Puk•

Sunday 24th September 95
19RR

Kcmpi~xi Puk• Kempton Park

lyRy

Kcmpl~x+Part• We thank you for your Booking for the above Show and we are pleased to offer your Club Site
~~+► Number 645 & 646 12 METRES X 6 METRES MAX. 6 CARS.

Kcmpt~M Puk•

Kcm ~~~P„k This year there has been various changes at Kempton Park and all site numbers have been
M ~ changed. Unfortunately, we have had to alter the position of most Clubs although some may

Kcmp+M2Pvk• still have the same area. Space is limited due to the demand for sites. More Car Clubs are
~~~ applying to be part of the Show every year.

Kcmpuxi Part'

,~,.~ Should you require to set up on the Saturday evening, please advise this Office as set up is
KcmMix~Put• only allowed with prior consent and a special entry pass will be issued. No entry will be

'`~` allowed without this ass. Set u will be after 5 m on Saturda 23rd Se tember 95.
KcmM~~n Parts• P P P Y P

•nyt~~~cnn~~s~M~~r Please note: All Vehicles must be on site by 8.30am Sunday Morning 24th September 95. No
theCkrlc~~lU+cGwrct admission will be allowed after this time.

Nearer to the date you will receive all necessary paperwork.

4 Should you have any queries regarding your site, please contact me at above Telephone/Fax
number and i will be pleased to help.

Yours sincerely

Eileen Ur uhart
Director
The London Classic Car Show.

Sponsored by

.CLASSIC CAR 
Ipg~RAMCE

.CLASSIC 
RESCUEIINE

Organised by Priory Grange Garages Ltd.
Regd. No. 772620 (London) Directors: N.V. Engert, E. Urquhart
Regd. Office: L,etchford House, Headstone Lane, Farrow, Middlesex, F~A3 6PE



The following list has been extracted from the Book of Irreverent Logic,
with king permission of John Laws. Via the 48 & FJ Owners Ciub of NSV1l)

* Be t~~at~kful, if you didn't have a nose, you'd leave to stick your ear in ot~~er
people's business.
* Oise ~lur~dred per cent of lion-smokers die.
* Eat, dri~ik -and be fat and d.runko
* God made Adam first, just because he didn't want ally advice on how to.
* 1f hypocrisy was bad for the environment, the world would lave e»ded a lol~~
time ago.
* It's O.K. to miss your ex-wife...as long as your aim is improving.
* Political parties should not be simply a device to transfer money from people
who have earned it to people who haven~t.
* Simple rule of the road: Dumb drivers have the right of v~ay.
~` Your only young once, but you can be immature forever. o ..ask me.
* If you're not tie lead dog the view never changes
* Count your enemies. If you haven`t got any, chances are you have~l't goat any
friends eit~ler.
* If the outdoors is so wonderful, how come the homeless don't like it better.
* Ignorance is not bliss. Ignorance is ignorance.
* In tale bathe for rights, corrimonsense is the first casualty,
* Make welfare as hard to get as a building permit and we'll all be O. K~
* Remember, public ignorance is Government's best friend.
* T11e idea is not to avoid death, but to enjoy life.
* A simple way to get votes: find something tale Australia~l people haven`t got, tell
they have a right to leave it -and then promise to het it for them.
* A society that loses its sense of outrage is doomed to extinction.
* Be more aware of your responsibility than you are of your rights.
* Don't gossip. If you don't see it, don`t say it.
* I would like to live for a long time, but not if it meals getting old.
*Have you ever noticed that some medicine bottle caps are on so tight that if
you°re stro~~g enough to get them ofd, you're probably not sick at all.

O V, r

~ rs w l e o u~ ast ~o 0

6
7



~tunder
by Choice?

THE Australian Consumers'
Association has left itself

wide open for criticism by
sending an Aussie Falcon and
Holden to Britain for testing
by their English associates.

~'he results of the test
are to be published soon
in the association's maga-
zine, "Choice".

The association says it
sent them to England be-
cause it hadn't the facilities
in Australia meaning, pre-
sumabiy, atest track°

Fair enough. Except that
tests in England have very
little application to Austra-
lian conditions as several
British manufacturers have
found to their dismay.

The Consumers' Associa-
tion is entitled to test cars
as much as they like.

But they'd be much bet•
ter advised to find some way
of testing them in the con•
ditions in which they're
usually driven ... as motor•
ing magazines have done.

LOOK they're changing the cars of Buckingham Palace.
Australian Falcon and Holden pose for publicity shots do
London after Consumers' Association's comparison test.

MODERN MOTOR--JULY 1967

MODERN MOTOR ---SEPTEMBER 1467

ODERN MOTOR the other month
queried the wisdom of the Aus-
tralian Consumers' Association
in sending a Holden and a Fal-

con to England for comparative testing
by the Which? team.
Now, after reading the report, pub•

lished in the ACA magazine Choice in
July, we're inclined to think it was just
as well.

For the English test, on the whole,
was fair and forthright; - its criticisms
of both cars were very largely the same
ones the more responsible section of
the motoring Press in Australia has
been making for years; they were
marred by only a few inaccuracies and
misapprehensions by the English test-
ers, which perhaps were inevitable.

but ACA's Sydney headquarters,
apparently feeling the criticism was not
harsh enough, added comments of its
own, some of which ranged from the
simply misleading t~ the almost veno-
mous.

Please don't mistake our attitude to
ACA. By and large this small organisa-
tion does a good job; several of us have
been enthusiastic members almost
since its inception; and we welcome
their belated entrance to the car-testing
avorld.
When they learn more about motor

cars they wi I I, we feel, have a d efi n ite
contribution to make. But. if they want
people to believe they know what
they're talking about, they will really
have to be more objective than they
were in this summing up;

"...the Falcon and the Holden have
shortcomings which can be simply
described as bad engineering, the most
important being the inferior brakes and
gearboxes, and that they are too noisy.

°`They have shortcomings in tack of
accepted safety devices, such as child-
proof locks. They are too big in body
for their engines, and neither of them
could take off with the normal test load
of 690 fb. on the hill-climbing test.with-
out the driver slipping the clutch.
Neither had good paintwork or plating

,....
These jus# didn't sound like the

~, Hoidens and Falcons we've tested; close
perusal of the English tester's report
revealed that either the Choice mob
hadn't. read it properly, or had mis-
understood it.

i inferior brakes? Yes, we go along
v+rith that; we've criticised these cars'
drum brakes frequently ourselves. But
we think Choice could have mentioned
the availability of good optional discs.

Lack of childproof locks is likewise
incontestable.

But inferior gearboxes? Too much
noise? Too big for their engines? Un-
usual complaints, indeed. Let's look
closer at the English tester's real com-
plaints and the local crowd's misin-
terpretations.

The Englishmen in fact had no com-
plaint about the gearboxes apart from
lack of synchromesh on first; the fact
tha# both cars now offer this as an
option was apparently unknown to
them, and is not mentioned by Choice.

Excessive noise? Internally, which is
where noise matters, the testers actually
found both cars "fairly quiet" except
for wind noise at really F~igh speeds.

They thought the cars could_ be
quieter externally, but this criticism is
obviously minor.

Bodies too big for their engines?
This is the first criticism we've heard of

'► the current Holden and Falcon power-
to-weight ratio. Can Choice rea{ly be
asking for more powerful engines; or.
do they want smaller cars? The former

r doesn't jell with their attitude on safety;
the latter would not be accepted by the
Australian car-buying publ;c.

In fact, this comment is unsupported
by anything in the test report, except
the conclusions, where it is suggested
that the city-only driver would be better
off with a smaller car (smaller in body,
that is; there is no criticism of engine
size).

E~ig~islt thi~ri-I~~ng
This, we feel, can be dismissed as

English thinking. Smaller cars are
favored in Britain, largely because of
the narrow streets, and price differential
for larger cars; in Australia Holden-size
cars are both cheap and suitable for
the supermarket style of shopping.

Poor paintwork? The Englishmen do
criticise the paintwork, and mention
rust spots; this is hardly in accord with
Australian experience where the GM•H
acrylic finish, in particular, is generally
regarded as good, and more durable
than most English imports. tt seems
like{y that the cars were not properly
protected against rust aefore being sent
by sea to England.
The hill-climb criticism is valid but

not such a major one surely as Choice
thinks it is. One•in-four grades (as
used in the test) are not much en-
countered en Australian driving con-
ditions, and the 690 Ib. load (which
represents four adults and their lug-
gage) is likewise rare—average occu•
pancy of Australian cars is well under
two .persons.

Few Australians would have the rnis-
fortune to have to start regularly in
such a situation.

Our interpretation of the U.K. report
is that the Which? crew were nit unim-
pressed by the cars and would have
been more so if they'd realised their
relative cheapness; they rate them as at
least the equal of the British Ford Zodiac
and Vauxhall Cresta--much more ex-
pensive cars except for braking, lack
of modern heating•ventilation systems,
door pre-delivery work and some safety
features. Other criticisms are rraostly
minor niggling affairs.

This apparently was not the result
Choice wanted. even when the #esters
find something to praise jn the cars---
e.g., their perfect dust-sealing--Choice
is quick to tip the can on them.
"Of course, it there !s no dust, one

does not need dust-proofing," it com-
ments •sarcastically. Yet could you have
imagined their outcry if the cars had
famed d~ast•proo#ing tests?

Choice's comments are laden nod
only with this kind of gratuitous asser-
tion, but also with some strange, un~
explained figures.

Their reference, for instances, to a
"51 hp Ys" Falcon I~ads one #o the con-
clusion that Chojce simply doesn't know
what it is talking about.
Qne is not told directly which engined

Fa Icon they bought, though the price
they paid---$2,376—is list fora 111
bhp 500 sedan.

Mystery surrounds their Holden pur-
chase—a I61 special with heater. belts
in the front and windscreen washers
tall extra when Choice made its pur-
chase)--for $2,791. This is more than
:.$500 higher than list price, and more
even than a Holden Premier.

Were they done? Or is it just an-
oiher jnaccuracy in a supposedly ob-
jective report which abounds in them'

---DAVID FRITH.

•, MODERN MO70R -- SEPTEi~B~R 1467 9
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~J~HY 12 VOLTS ? .....

BRITISH, Continental and Ameri- IGNITION AND OPERATION.
pan car manufacturers, by and

large, are finding that it pays best to
Although it might appear that a

ht 1~2 volt equipment, although there
small engine of say, 1.5 litres, with
dour cylindeY-s gains. nothing from zare notable exceptions with Citroen.

Volkswagen and Renault. The de~ 12 instead o~ a 6-volt system, in

tnands of road safety and driver - actual practice and especially with

and passenger comfort have stressed higher compression ratios, the 12-

the need for additional lamps and ~l~ system produces a far greac~r

accessories of all kinds. These, ta-
~~er9Y output, and to all practicaD

gether with the greater use of purposes suers less from leakay~_
of operating current in running.

electrically-operated chassis and ~ig6ting, and in the operatio:t ofbody units, have led to continued
improvement of controls and instru-

accessories. The savings in bath:: y

mentation, to simpler wiring systems
cost and weight have been the mai:i
reasons for continuation of the h-and to a greater adoption of high

capacity dynamos ' and current-
volt systera~ during the immediate

voltage regulation to ~ enable the
past.

o
battery to cope with the incre using
loads.

~zcstraliura :Motor dl~lan2cccl. March ~ . 19 ~ ~ o

NOT ANY HIGHFI~
According to _ 'the Vacuum Uil

Company's chief automotive engi-
STp~]r~T~[NG. nccr, manufacturers of car engines

A 12-volt starter will de~•elop ire a~i~ro~icliing what they eon-

something approachin twice the cider to be the most favourable

brake horsepower o~ its 6-volt compression ratio. Since 1940 tie

counterpart of the same dimensions. average compression ratio ~~as
risen from 6; to 1 to 7~ to 1, but

~ nis is due in the r,nain, co the Eact is not lilcely to go higher.
that in comparable systems of equal
power, the 6-volt circuit will be
required to take double the cu~ent Brainy Lights
of the 12-volt system. With this
inueased current, the power .ost '~raffie lights which think •for

due to the constant resistances of the
themselves are beit,g ereet~;ci iti

circuit, i.e., cables, earth return and
Adelaide: Known as eleetroinatie

brushgear, considerably diminishes vehicular actuated lig~its, they will

tie power available for conversion
control traffic at three o~ the city's
"problem" intersections.

by the .starter motor. These power
losses are, of coucse, proportional
t~ the square of the current.

~~ 11~1~ych 1 S, 19SS ~uftralia~t 1~lotor 1V1a~zual

4 R ~. F T ~T(~1.1~~.N ()WNT~.R ~ C'1,t 1T3 ~f NS W. TNCnRi'nRA7T1~

1.0
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.o~,~~ ~~~~► ~~~t~~~~w ~han,p~ ~ sc~5 dAA1ar charges. Options b accessories at extra cost.. Of(er ends 6pm Sunday 28.5.95

~ro~~~~~~

TAUNTt~~ MARKET, CA~A1. Rtl, TAl1NTON
(M5, JtINCTIQ~V 25 - FDitQ~t'~~t; Sf~NS Ttl CAI'TCE l~fARKE~)
Pre-hooked Stalt sits -Indoors: 8ft trQnt by 6f~ deep £12

ou~d~ors: 1~#~ f~oc~~ by ZO~t dQ~p £9
CLA5S{C CAA ~flR SALE ~~ O ~€~YI3RCYCLES FOR SRl.E £5 ................................................................................................................

N~lGE FREE CAS PARK FaR fill 11~fORMATION
~N•SfTE CATERING TEL: 01935 74530 QR 01823
P[~SLtC AD~tSS~~N £1 333730 4R fAX: 01823 336542

~~,~esbr~~~, BA'1"TL~,~BRID~ ~ G~
~ ~~~t~e~ ~-~~ ,>~ (A130 bEt~~ft~ Ct~~1€tu~orc~~SQuth~t~d)

SUNDAY SEPTEM~E~ Z4th
r RAN~ ~~~ra l [A DAY

CLASS~c VE~~cLE S~o~r Ain LARGE aUTa~~~~LE~~
~~ta~is 8~ ~~~~ry fog+~~~s ~I~ST~~~ ~oi268) 575~~0

~~~~ ~~-~
SUNC)AY S~PTEIIA~ R 24 H

~ETNWOLD - ~t Ge~rg~s !-!a!I
Stal~.s £3 if pre-paid - ~ 10 on the day

~El~. ~c~s#~~o~,~, E~s~ 1/~ew, ~~i~~n ~ommar~,
La~g~ Straito~, l~o~~ct~, ~1~~#a~k, N`R ~ 5 2QS.

Te#fF~x 0~5~8 4~~T 18

~~c~~~~Y ~~s ~~sEu~t ~ ~ ~ ~ ti~~~~~ ~ ~~~~t~~ ~~
~~~~~~~v ~ wa~~ v~~.~~Y a~~~wa~

1N RTH 1/AL.LEY ,...
S~ro~s~red Dy Peter 8leck l~t~i~~s ~c ~ ,l~~r~ ~~gg~ts ~Ic ~ ~ ~ D ~ Y

♦ Vintage Commercial Vehicles ♦ ~~~'0~~~ 1StMotor Cycles ♦Classic Mo#or Cara
Replicas of classic transport -Vintage double &Sing#e Aeck
Qmnibuses ♦Railway Catering Services ♦ Memorabi~fa Sta!!s
At K'el~h9ey. Peter B~a~k's Lewkhol~e i.~~o 1hf~rks; ingrow ~af4way CenlreJJoh~~

Nag~as's Works; Frequent Steam Train Service; Kelgh~ey Siatfon - In~row
Ra6lway Cerilre. V~h~ls er~ta~~~~n~ ~r~m: J. P is, ~8 M~#~fs Read, K,~~h~~y~, 8f1~t iN~1

T~1 ~153~ ga337312 ~3



HOL.~EN
~'ARTSAII~D SERVICES

~~ ~
.~~~T.~

~~C ~ a~~C
~~r yw~eir seMce aro a ~RO

~~~ ~Y+p! "~ DMA! f/+~l Y!~!'Of On ~~
Wow~y C~~ vs ~+Ow

* RUBBERS *TRIM SUPPLIES
* BADGES ~ MOULDING PHONE

* MECHANICAL yt PANEIS ~o~ 252 9144
85 COMMERCIAL RD FORTITUDE VALLEY

Barr 's-~ .~

~Automobilia
P.O.BOX 46
EPPING,
N.S.W. 2121 AUSTRALIA OBSOLETE MODE~.S &TOYS
PHQNE: SYDNEY (02) 8698969 Ih1PORTERS—EXPORTERS

INT: 612 869 8969 VINTAGE CAR PARTS

.1 ~
1

•

~PARES~
388-390 Gilbert Rd
Preston
Melbourne
Victoria 3072

1 ~ ; ~~rizf~ ry n
~~~~NnoN wc~2~z u.A~~

~i: -v7'x: t,v~'f: s,~ tin ~~ .S~ r'~ir: ~: i~~
~~~~~.~.: ~~l K~~ 2~~~~

■ — — ,-
Austral~a

P.O. BOX 41, TERANG, VIC. AUST. 3264
~ MODEL CARS ~ TRUCKS ~t BUSES
~ TRACTORS ~ FIRE APPARATUS

~r AIRCRAFT/MILITARY
Australia's Largest Renge of Parts.

Convenio~s and Decal•
WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE

T~l~phons SEND Stamped Self addressed
(055 921582 Envelope for price list details.

Fo►m~rtr OtSCour~ ~uTo wRecR~s

0

__!-- ~ HOLDEN TOi~ANA
HOURS & ST/\TE~MAN

Factory 8C Green St 
MON•FRI a.30-S.30

THOMASTOWN~ VIC 3085 SAT 9.00.4.00 SPECIALISTS ~~8.78
PHONE (03) 466.1233 SUN PHONE USED SPARE 1'.~l1TS

THE LIONS DEN
FARLY G.M.H. PARTS-ACCESSORIES

AUTOMOBILIA FOR
Holden•Bufck-Chev~o{et•Vauxhall-Cadlllec Oldsmobl{e-

Pontlac•Bediord-G.M.C, Tn~cka
GENUINE MASCO PARTS

9 Goodwin St., Eest Ipswich, ~Id. 4305.
Ph. OT Z81 T961 sun.-Fri.

Postal address : P.O. Box 139
Glenroy
Victoria 3046

Phone - 00 613 471 0733
Fax - 00 613 471 0753 VISA accepted

o ~~~ ~s power u
• r~coi~ornica e~~~~ a e s acious

...AND FInST COST IS ONLY X850 PLUS TAX
I~tOI.1)[:N iS ~I►~ ~,nly ~itility c1~;iFiic~l ~i~cl uH~i►~rs I~avc written Ir~tcrs of a~~~rcciation
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