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FRONT COVER - The Club stand at Billing Aquadrome 27th July.

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN /ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. Phone. 0181 287 4932. Fax 0181 286 6952.

E-mail: hoidenuk~ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolfs Castle,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales. SA62 SLR. Phone/Fax. 01437 741210.

EDITOR /PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER. Position Vacant

*The Register is recognised by General Motors-Holden's Automotive Limited (GMHA}

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: See above
Technical Adviser :Chas Blake. Phone: 01344 304527

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3
No. 4-Date.

Holden 1948-1962
Stickers
Tax Disc Holder
Key Fob
Cloth Badge
Tie (Blue)
T Shirts (S/M/L/XL)
Metal Car Badge

Book
(With Club Logo)

50p the Three
50p Each.
~8 .o
50p ..
50p ..
50p ..
£7 ..
~s ..
£6.50 ..Post £1
£10 ..Post £1

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)
NOTE: An arrangement has now been made to accept cheques in AUS$ -Send the
equivalent $amount to Ken but made out to - N K Drews. the sterling amount will
then be transferred to The Register account.
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please
add postage.
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Last month's Club
event at Billing Aquadrome
was an excellent day out, a
huge event, and it only
included GM vehicles. Our
stand generated quite a bit
of interest, and also
photographers from the
motoring magazines, we had
our picture and a small write
up in Classic Car Weekly the
following week.
Our last event of the year is
the AGM and an afternoon
out at the Hollycombe Stem
Collection at Liphook, Hants.
on the 5th October. It wi I I be
a very informal meeting, with
plenty of opportunity to look
around this working steam
museum, try some of the old
fairground rides etc. One big
plus, you won't need to get
up early. as the gates don't
open unti t 1.00pm.

You wi I I probably have
noticed that GMHA have just
launched a new car the VT
see centre spread} very
nice too. Wonder if they
would ship one over so that
we (I } can roadtest it!

have an apology to make to
Alan Harris and those who
tried to contact him on the
phone number I published
with the advert. for his FC on
page 20 of the last edition of
HB. it was actually a phone
box! the numbers on my
notepad became
transposed. If should have
been:

01708 733010

Now a personal
endorsement I was most
impressed with a company
called Speedy Cables of
Islington, London. 0171 226
9228 who made me up a
speedo cable to my
specifications (not for my VL}
Eft long took them 1 hour
and cost only £17.50 +VAT.
they can do any type of
cab{e, which is worth
remembering if you are stuck
and don't want the trouble of
importing Holden ones.

Regards
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Notice is hereby given of the 10th Annul General Meeting of the
Holden UK Register, to be held at 2pm on Sunday 5th October
1997 at the Hollycombe Steam Collection, Iron Hiil, Liphook,
Hants.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

AGENDA

Welcome and Apologies for Absence

Minutes of the AGM held 29th September 1996

Chairman, Editor & PR Officer's Report

~Viembership Secretary & ~"reasure's report

Matters Arising

Election of Committee s

Any Other Business -

En' o an afternoon out at the Hollycombe Steam CollectionJY
~vith the added bonus of our AGM

Sth October 1997

~`~ei~~~~r~~

~~~ ~~~ur ,~~~~~~er~h~~~~

~~~~i~~~c~~~~~e ~~ ~ ~~~~~~~ fr€~it t~~

~r~~~~~~. ~~ull~~~~~ the ~r~~~~ ~~ ' ~uri~t
~i~r~~~ '~+~+~~~~st ~t~tic~~r~ ~,~~~~oo~.

~~,I)i~~~IO~I' ~'RI~~~

~1~~~: ~~.~~~

~~er ~~ek~t: £1'1.0
~ ~d~u t~ ~ ~ c~ ~~en an d
~`~~i ~at~ ~on ~pp~~~at~~a~

Open from 1.00pYI1 L111t11 6.ODp~n



~ o D o D

~~~~~ ~ ~r

~ t~C .~~__ _~_
l ~1li~vr ~0,(- / of ,,,L, y~
------ -- pU -- --- -~~ . a _ S ~G~r aZ~he , ~J ~ a s~io~c- -.~2o1`L_ru__P~~ --vI

~ ~ ~~~-c s_ _ a __ ~Gt v ~~~~~_ _a -~o~~o~ ~',h~ e - r'l ~,_r. _ _ ems- ~-- --P ~ ~a.~ o~,-~ _~,~_ o~e~,/ .- - --- ------. ~P ,

_. _ l Gee_-~ vrrG~±.- - ow,~c.r_ ~S_ _~Q_~~e~:.. _~~~~f Q. ~a_v_~~cr- -~G_---- e~._1~e ~~~i ~~rJ',

w~-~ ~~c we rc v f~~ ~Q w~ L✓~ ~ of o~ W ~+-fps- - ~ ---- ~ ~ o CS C _ ~~C __ tit _vte~r~~~n.. _.---..~Y"
~~

._ 4er-f,~,,,,__S _t~v_~o~.s' ~~S ~iv~ne ~~ l~/awdtCt'l~l Vic__- ~/~j--- ---- - ~~i~ G__ ~ ov~~1 ~_Cbl~P -- ~/ ~3
~v~_~~_ ~tw~ _~~' a ~g~l Eck ~o~ lM ~~~. T~r-c ~ ~lti i~'_~~H~✓_r~ ~~~v~' ~i- ~ - - - -- ----_.. - - -. al G~G~✓

T.OI~ ~ ~ ~t~t. ~ ~ G~✓ .S ~G~4~ti;.► ~ 4x G~.L►vC `~ I'a e _ ~pos'~ C_ ~w,o(cS S , ~Lrc _ ~O of iI ~~ vvj t i~c~~ r r s
// / ~/,

CQHp.it10~i ,chow G,~~o~~? vt CCC~~ o~C rio c~l' ~/Q _t.~t Co~.to~ ho•~f r+~ ,,.t... fWvrrd~" ~ow~~-s ~ '

0'~ ~ G. C~~_ /'~l.PC? l~a~ ~c~ r~ U _ 000~ Catio~i ~ovr . JO ~n~a ~`o fi~_~.+~t l ~ 1`~ c Gad' ~✓q jass
stn f~+c ~.~P f' ~vw~., l ~ S, ~a~-t d I~ ~✓anv~~ ~, G✓t.l t" ~ '~ +~ s ~aM.¢ Sr~,C~ ~ GZ .

~ii ~.~~ ~ (.~ c~t~ bov ~C a,~ a~ oli„~ ~ f w~~vr v~a.0 a-r~ sl,~ l~ w-; ~-YL~t ~'~ ~~ ~. _~o_o~ r~ 1g __y
... _ _ /

.~o~,~.~ ~v ~ ~~ r~~ r~ ~o ~/a.~w, ~ C,~ ~ h Q~ ~o~cr ~CrS eos~. f/ti ~,,~~v_ ti~~ ~G .CA'!~1 K P ~e~r ~.~ ~
~~~~ Cav' as ~ c a s v~ o s o~c c o S~o~re ~ cr. Cvrr~...,~~ ►~c ~l ~ ~1' r v~ tires ~~, ►~ ~ a ~~ / ~ _ ,.~

~e i.I'~('a+ho~, l~~u, ~e o~ot L~~~tC o~ ~~~~ ~rvru~4' .~R~f._~ f°

~!' _ o~ wov~o~ ~i'~c~ ~ .via ~te Gwt e-~~s ~eal~ o~ ac_~` ~~~ v ~ ~c /l cv~~,~ ~
~oc n~ . 1`1a ~~~ s

Lth ~C v► a ~e~ 

~/ / i

__ - - _ _ --~ cc.r-S, - ----~.
~~~~

~~~

7



r' ~ p o D o Dr' 
DD o D o

The International
~ f ~ ~ ~.~~~~ ~ ~`

Show ~ ~ ~>
Centre Exhibitions rJuly 1997 National Exhibition Centre ,~~,~'j ~~~ ~~~{~/~~Birmingham B40 1 NT England 

~Tei: 0121-767 3536 Fax: 0121-767 3535 `~-~-'~ _Email; classic_car~necvenues,co.uk ,~ ~~~1 ~ (,~ ~ ~~
tMr G Hardy

HOLDEN UK REGISTER 
~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~` t ~ ~,~ ~j, ~`~~,c /Clun Felin, Wolfs Castle ,

Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire 
/D fed ~ ~ ~ C~ ~] L"'y

Dear M r Hardy .

CLUB MEMBERS TIC~i►E'1' DISCOUNT
Your members have helped to make our show the most popular two~day event in the
UK with attendances rising from 20,094 in 1994, to 23,054 in 1995, to 27,617 in 1996.
So again we are making the offer of a £2 discount off the normal adult price of
£,8-00

This ~2 discount is ONLY AVAILABLE TO YOUR CAR CLUB MEMBERS who
pre-purchase tickets, and is not available at the door or to members of the ~aublic.

We enclose with this letter a piece of artwork which you may use in any way within
your club newsletter or magazine.

We look forward to welcoming the many true enthusiasts who will help to make our
show "'The Friendliest Classic Cars Show".

Yours sincerely

~~ ~

Mikc Kennington
Exhibition Manager

Enc

t

~ ~..3 ~~ Cam. ~~~ C'S'C ~ ~lC~ L~.~. °~ C`~ ~~c.,

~t ~ ~ ~~
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NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE 15 ~ 16 NOVEMBER 1997
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A11ario Lindsay,
30, Gilletts Lane,
Sands,
High Wycombe,
HP12 4BB.
01494-459251.

Dear Sir,

Further to my telephone call on Friday evening I herewith enclose a list of my Holden collectionthat I have for sale, of course I still have copies of the famous models etc, but owning to thespace needed I am offering these for sale.
If you are intrested in any of the lealets or if you would like to buy the lot as a job lot then I amsure we can work out a very goo rice for you, I am hoping the Holden mirror will go to a goodhome and I am open to any offers on it, it is very unique in that it is proably the only one in theU.K.

do hope that some items intrest you, and perharps you can place an advert in your newsletterforme.

I look forward to hearing from you soon

Yours Sincerely,

~;~
Mario Lindsay.

Holden Bar Mirror, showing l ~ yea~:~ of E~o(den E ~.11.'I', from 1969 to 1979 in full colour sire
al~prox 4 ft by 2 ft f ins. ~~roahly the only one in tale U.K. OI~FC~,KS PLI?ASI? to go to a good
home.

All the following lealets are priced ai a mere S~ 1 each as [ ~~eed the space except the last few which
are priced at ~3 each.

Peter Brock on class driving.
Holden Shuttle Bus.
Holden Commordore (based nn ~~auxhall Senator bodyshell},
1988 V8 Holden Racing poster very rare.
Holden Commodore (based on early Vauxhall Senator).
Holden Scurry (based on Bedford Rascul body)
Holden Shuttle van (based on F3ecjford Midi).
Holden Commodore (used on early Vauxhall Royle body).
Holden ~3at•ina.
~-~olden Uemini.
Holden Camira (based on Cavalier•).
~-holden Calais (1985).
Holden Commodore 2000i.
Holden Commodore 1985.
~-Iolden Camira 200~i.
Holden Astra.
Holden Torana.
ISU7U 4X4.
Holden G.T.S.
Holden 4WD Jackaro.
Holden Commodre S.L.E.
Holden Commoore 2 Wagon.
Holden Camira S.J.
Holden Barina 1993.
Holden Statesman.
~~clden Acclaim.
Holden Formul Commoore.
~iolden hTova.
Holden Rodeo.
Holden llrover 4WD,
Holden Caprice.
Holden Combo.
Holden Greg Norman Statesman.
Holden Commodore Egipe.
Holden U.T.E.
Holden Commodore V8 'Turbo 6.
Holden Frontiers.
Holden Calibra.

Holden "UP FRONT MAGAZINES" 7 issues £3 the lot.
Holden Company Profile (very ntresting) £3.
Holden Story poster 1948 - 1995. ~ 3.

Minium order 5 lealets to cover post nd pack. Cheques payable to Mario Lindsay.
30, Gilletts Lane, Sands, High V~'ycombe, Bucks, HP12 4RB. 01494 459251.



THE HOLDEN UK REGISTER
G R C Hardy
Clun Felin
Wolf's Castle
Naverfordwest
Pembrokeshire
Dyfed
SA62 SLR

26 July 1997

Dear fellow classic enthusiasts,

Alternative Concepts
PO BOX 4126
Worthing
West Sussex
BNl l 3GS

ALTERNATIVE CONCEPTS leas an advert that will r~eatly benefit your club. Please advise all
members.

BEING A CLASSIC CAR COLLECTOR IS NOT ONLY A QUESTION OF AVAILABLILITY BUT
ALSO OF EXPENSE. THOUGH STANDARD MARKET VALUES FOR CARS AND PARTS MAY
STAND IN CATALOGUE WE AT ALTERNATIVE CONCEPTS DO NOT BELIEVE IN
EXORBITANT PRICES TF THEY NEEDN'T BE, WE HAVE ACCESS TO VIRTUALLY EVERY
PART THAT YOU REQUIRE AND OUR PRICES ARE APPROXIMATELY HALF THAT OF ANY
OTHER CATALOGUE PRICE! ! ! WE CAN SAFELY STATE THIS; JUST COMPARE OUR
PRICES AND BE AMAZED. IN THE REMOTE POSSIBILITY THA'~ YOU FIND A BETTER
DEAL SIMPLY INFORM US AND WE WII,L BEAT THAT DEAL BY A FAVOURABLE
MARGIN. THIS INCLUDES ALL CARS AND PARTS (UNUSED, USED, RECONDITIONED,
AND R~MANUFACTURED).

ORDER OUR COMPLETE CATALOGUE FOR FULL LIST OF STOCK. SEND £4.25 PER
CATALOGUE AND SPECIFY CA.R TYPE TO: ALTERNATIVE CONCEPTS .

Yours Sincerely,

~~

DrKJ me ,MD
Direc r

Beaulieu Brockenhurst Hampshire SO42 7ZN Telephone: Beaulieu (01590) 612345 Fax: Beaulieu (01590) 612655

YOU CAN GET CLOSER TO MOTORING HISTORY

Would you like fi-ee admission to the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu, ~s well as Palace House and
Beaulieu Abbey, with reductions for your guests? Would you like to visit us as many times in the year
as yogi like for fi~ee dl~i-ing normal opening; hours, including free entrance to many of Beaulieu's motoring;
events such as the Spring Autojumble, the World Famous September International Autojumble, the
Graham Walker Memorial Motorcycle Run and Motorcycle World? Would you like to help the work of
the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu? If so, you should consider joining the Museum's Friend
Organisation, a sort of unofficial Museum Motor Club.

V~'hen yogi become a Friend, your subscription will help the National Iviotor Museum Trust in its
considerable task of preserving Britain's diverse motoring; heritage. The Tnist is a registered charity,
formed in 1972. Your support enables it to continue to add to the Museum collection, restore vehicles
and a~Yange exhibitions and displays. It also helps with the acquisition of books, archive material, films
and photographs for the motoring libraries.

In addition to free entry to Beaulieu, each year the Friends are invited to visit Museums and private
collections and other places of motoring interest. The Michael Sedgwick Road Run for pre-1961 vehicles
is a highlight of the Stammer season.

During the Auhimn and Winter season there are a series of special evenings for Friends, held in the
Museum's Lechire Theatre. In the past speakers have included, Jackie Stewart, John Surtees, Geoff Dlike,
Ken Tyrell, Ron Dennis, Paddy Hopkirk, Peter Morgan, Nick Mason, Rivers Fletcher and many many
othel-s. There are also film shows and debates.

Other benefits of membership include a free quarterly Newsletter giving you the latest news from around
the Museum, 10% disco~int on most goods available in the Museum's shop, special discounts on
photocopying and library services and many other savings. Each year, as a Friend, you can also win a seat
its a Ntuseum car on tt~e London to Brighton Veteran Car Run held in November.

The ann~ial cost is £18.50, (normal adult admission is at present £8.50). If you take out a fve year
membership, one of those years is free (£74.00). Also available, (ask for details), husband and wife
membership and family membership.

Please send cheque for appropriate membership to Friends of the National Motor Museum Trust,
Membership Secretary, John Montagu Building, Beaulieu, Hampshire, SO42 7ZN. If you are still not
sure, ask for an application form and sample Newsletter.

12
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION WILL HELP US, BUT IN TURN OFFERS YOU A GOOD

DEAL!
1~
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Practical Classics is Britain's best-

selling classic car magazine.

Every month it's packed with vital

information.

Full and part-rebuilds, restoration

techniques, parts and services, buying

guides, home rebuilds, car discoveries

and hundreds of affordable classic cars

for sale!

Published on the second Friday of

every month, Practical Classics is

available from your newsagents, or take

out a subscription and we'll arrange for a

year's supply to be posted to you -direct

and fresh from the printers.

~~--~; L A S 51 ~.. L~- ̂ S;~ - ,-- 
;G3C~~~G'3C~Q

EMAP National Publications Ltd, Bushfield Hse,

Orton Centre, Peterborough, Lambs, PE2 OUW
Tel: (01733) 237111 Fax: X01733) 236940

First report on the progress of the globe trotting Dibbles
and their HR Station Wagon.

Date sent: Sir», 17 Ai~g 1997 11:41:19 -Ob00
From: Her'ry Pobuda <hpobuda@tel~isplanet.net>
To: holdenuk(andirect.co.ulk
Subject: Just Hold'n Together;30 Years on

Dear Ken,
Re; Just Hold'n Together;30 Years on.

P

After the first section of our trip to the far north of Canada, the title of our little
expedition seems very apt! Old Bluey is just hold'n together, so we are now in central
Alberta carrying out some running repairs and rearranging the inside of the vehicle.

The major problem we had, was at Inuvik in the North West Territory we took on a tank
full of contaminated propane gas, this led to the propane system failing which left us
with a range of only 200 miles, with 350 miles to the next fuel stop. Interesting times,
naturally Murphy's Law then into play, it starts to pour with rain, we are on dirt
roads, the windscreen wipers fail and we have riot one but three punctures. For several
hours we travel with no wipers sliding from one side of the track to the other enjoying
the breaks from driving to change wheels.... You wouldn't be dead for quids!..... After
several hundred miles of dirk and gravel the gear shift on the automatic stars to shake
rattle and roll,and threatens to fall apart, at last things start to look up, the sun
comes out, but what happens the petrol starts to vapourise, so there we are inside the
Arctic Circle with no more spare tyres, no wipers, no propane system, not enough petrol
and that vapourising. Don't worry we are doing this for rest and recreation, after doing
a U turn, the engine coughing and spluttering, we head back for more petrol, then south
to Dawson City some 400 miles further on. There we carry out some minor repairs and
travel back down the Alaska Highway for a refit here in Alberta.

At the end of this week we head for eastern Canada and down to New York ready for
shipping to London. From now on "Old Bluey"[the car] has promised to behave, otherwise
we maybe tempted to trade the old girl for a Ford!

Don't miss-understand us, apart from the few little problems we're having a great time
taking Old Bluey places that Holders just don't go. Nearly everywhere we go the car
draws interested spectators, mostly wondering why the steering is on the "wrong side"
naturally we tell then it's on the right side. It also acts as a magnet to every
Australian thats on tie road, so at least we keep in touch with the latest cricket
scores!

When we arrive in London around Oct 1 we will be in touch with you, one thing you we
need to do is to swop our six 13" rims for suitable 14" rims, if any of your members
happens to have some spares rims we would be very grateful. The problem we have with the
13's is that we cannot purchase any suitable off road tyres or tyres that will stand up
to the beating we are giving them.

All the best, regards.

Bob and Jan Dibble.

16 17
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Des Kelly is the proud owner of the first 48-215 prototype

made August, 1946 this car came out of the Fisher Bodies
Experimental Build Shop, Detroit U.S.A. Only three cars were made.
Cars no. two and three were completed on October 3rd and
November 14th, 1946.

Car no. one was put through all types of performance and
safety checks at the Milford Proving Ground, before the three cars
and 22 American technicians sailed to Melbourne. They arrived
December 28th 1946.

An engine/ transmission test at the time was towing a

Bedford Bus up Wheelers Hill. 'y~he no. one was first registered as a

Holden on the 22nd of December, 1947 and it's registration changed

on the 22nd of February, X952 to ZW234.

Des Kelly owned and worked at Kelly Bros. Motors, Prix~~es
Highway, Morwell. The no. one American and no- one Australian
prototypes did a lot of promotional work, touring from showroom
to showroom. The no one Ame::carp prototype went to Kelly Bros.
Motors.

With the American pro~~otypes in Australia, the cars were
registered as .no one - JP480 no two - JP481, and no. three - JP482,
as Chevrolet Sedans on the 12th of February, 1947. Two more
further experimental cars were . Wade at Woodville S. A. These cars
were built using a lot of Australian materials. The first Australian
built prototypes were completed on August 22nd 1947 by this time
the second American car had completed over 30,04 miles of testing.

thought of. The cars were tested on public roads. The route being
Travel u~ Salmon St., Port Melbourne, along the beach front and
St. Kilda Street into North Road t~~ Wellington Road, to Rowville.
burn left into Scoresby Road, to Fern tree Guily Road, then right to
Upper Ferntree Gully, to Belgrave, Kallista, fVionbulk, Fairy Dell,
Emerald, and back through Clematis, Selby, turn left round
Belgrave South, then to Lysterfield to Hallam, then by the C'rinces
Highway to I~lorth Road. Travel down North Road, to St. Kilda St.,
turn right into St. Kilda St., and gavel along the water front to
Williamstown Road, then down Salmon Streets to GM H Plant at
Fishermen's Bend on the corner of Salmon and Lorimer Streets. In
the 1940 s the speed limit on the Prances Highway was 70 mph.

It was Cadillac Blue with blue leather seats. The doors
opened fully and- the hubcaps hap no design on them. Des
purchased the car in 1969/ 1970 from a trade in. When Des started to
think about restoring the car, he was offered by the Panel Beaters
Department of Yallorn Tafe for them to do it. The class lecturer also
worked for Kelly Bros. Motors so Des was talked into the idea
easily.

The class stripped the car of all parts and put the car to bare
metal. Des was overseas at the time and asked his nephew Peter to
check on the car. Peter found the car in an open ended shed starting
to rust. The parts were stored in byes.

Peter took the car back tc Des's house. The shell of the car
went to a local Holden dealer and the boxes of parts to Des's garage.

Sometime after the garage was fire bombed. All the trims,
seats, headlining, gauges and glass were ruined. The car was

In these days a proving ground in Australia was not even



insured for $2,000 and the company gave Des money to try to get

replacement parts.

Des ~ is 72 years old and still has the Original papers and

items that go with the car.

His car ispresently is in a primer like undercoat/ putty,

covering the bare metal it was. The car has no trims and it's doors

fully open. There were no hubcaps on the car.

The only parts remaining Cadillac Blue are the wheel rims,
dash firewall, and steering column. The steering wheel is painted
black. The I.D. plate, which was screwed on was not on the car but
the no- one serial no- plate was on the chassis near the front end
bolt. The underneath of the bonnet was blue and the bonnet did not
have a stick to hold it up. The bonnet was held up by hinges with
springs on them. The firewall nad been cracked and welded back
together. The body is in fair condition and several parts have been
hand made. fine car has a parcel shelf under the dash and the vent
handle was ivory. I believe the car will stay in this condition until
Des does fully restore it.

This report was compiled bj~ Anne Maree Randall, in 1992.
& taken from Stan Bennetts records.

GENERAL MOTORS C~RPORATI~N
CORRESPONDENCE PERTAINING TO THE BODY

MUST BEAR THESE NUMBERS

STYLE No X9525
BODY ho 1
TRIM No 101
PAINT No 1
TOP ACC

orana.s
~ •on t le

e ml rate

TI1C',~ I111~I1t 1()OIC Ilkf', 1~USSlf' TOl'~1t1~1S, ~l
Iocal f~ivotii~ilc that i~ltt•c~cl~~ce~l tl~<<n}~ I-I~V
o~vllei~s co I-Ioltle~l s~~cci~~l ~~f~l~ic;le
Inotoi'lll~ tlll'()U~E] f~lf,' C~TI~ ~i~lcl GTR XU-1
nlc~clels, 1>~~t tli~y ~dre e~11•ly l)~le~voc~s.
~t t~l(' tltllf,, llae~ti~c~o ~v~is ~~art of i1~e tiv~~►~lcl
~~~ (',111O11'C ~lll(I ~11Sf1'~1I12111 ~)1'O(~l1CtS ~lllC~

ellgineeri~l~; inj~ut ~~layc~~ a in~ijo~• t•~~le iil
tllf~ ea~•~y cl~~ys of Dacwoc~. '1'Il(' f~UStl'~lll~lil
~~OT~lI7~1 S~~ll'~eC~ ~iS ~l (~f'Vf',10~)lil('llf O~ illl

e~~clici• VatixEl~ill Viva mocicl ~ulcl

f'VCI1flI~il1~~ cvc~lvecl i~ito alp 21I~-~11S11'~1I12111
I110(~E',l ~v~~ilc~ the Koi•e~lns f~icelift~~cl this
earlier versic~tl, ~icicling ~t st~itio~l ~v~l~;~~n in
the ~~r~~cess. Sever~il c~ii~rent I-I~~lclen and
HSV ei~gineei~~ ~;aineci v~ilu~~}_ale ~~v~rse~i5
exE~ei•ieilce ~voi~ki~~g ~vitll D~ic~voo ailcl the
I~O1'(',~lll CO1111)~ltly 1'f',IIl~11I1S OIli Of ~-~OI(~f',I]~S

biggest cxpc~rt c~islotner~.
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Corvette's 345bhp motor will be slotted into Commodore UT

5.7-LITR E CO RVETTE
V8 is set to go into

Australia's version of the
Vauxhall Omega. But if this
150mph rear-drive saloon
sounds like the Lotus
Carlton reborn, it isn't.
G M Australia's 345bhp

Holden is no out-and-out
muscle car. Instead, it's an
attempt on the Middle East
gas-guzzler market,
recently vacated by GM's
now-defunct Chevrolet
Caprice saloon. There's no
all-alloy Z R 1 Corvette
motor on the cards, rather

a 5.7-litre iron small-block.
The car may also feature

a resurrected Chevrolet
Caprice badge - at least
in the Middle East, where
the big Chevy has always
had quite a following.
The Hoiden is actually

a stretched version of
the European Omega -
note the enlarged rear
doors -though there are
no plans for it to appear
in the U K.
The car .will be sold

down under as the VT
Commodore.

12 AUTOCAR 13 AUG UST 1997

1954 FJ HOLDEN SPECIAL

Imported from Melbourne, Australia 3 years ago, this lovingly restored example of early Australian

motor history is for sale. Extremely rare, believed to be one of its kind in the UK. The 1954 FJ

Holden Special features original leather seats, chrome over-riders, sun visors and floor mats -extras

not enjoyed on the standard model of its year.

The car has been fully restored. The original motor was reconditioned 3 years ago, gear box 1 yr. old,

new exhaust, re-sprayed using original paint specifications and has original manuals.

It is fully carpeted, original heater with a top of the range removable Blaupunkt self seeking stereo

radio /cassette with CD player. Service history in the UK has been carried out by an A-Grade

A mechanic who services mostly Rolls Royce's, Ferraris and other prestigious motors.

The FJ has travelled less than 100,000 since driven from the showroom in Melbourne, the current 3rd

owner Paul Shaw currently drives 3,000 miles per year, with a recent trip across the Swiss Alps.

The car is now becoming rare in its own homeland and especially in the condition of this example,

Registered XYJ 407, the car constantly draws admirers wherever it goes. Scarcely a day goes by

without someone wanting to talk about the FJ, not only ahead-turner, it is much respected by both

Antipodeans living here in England and local British people in tale street "- it is staggering the

attention the car receives".

Asking price is REDUCED FROM £ 14,750 to £8,500 genuine offers would be considered. Car must

be sold as owner is returning to Australia shortly.

The car has full classic insurance (valued at £ 17,500) and is garaged in Kensington, Lo~ldon.

Phone Paul on 0171 938 2474 or Fax, 0171 938 2691
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Home from home A survey found
that 60% of Britons take teabags with
them on holidays abroad rather than
face the local fare. Two-fifths of
Geordies take sausages, and a third of

ST Midlanders carry baked beans.
J op p TF~E ECONOMIST JULY 19Tt{ 199'jcyst h ~S
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Did you know that the ~C Commodore
had a greater choice of engines than any
other car in the world a~ the time? Or' that
at orle time there were rllore Hoidens sold
in Australia than every other car combined?

Holden: 7'he Classic Models, a new book
by motoring writer Ewan Kennedy, brings to
light these facts and more as it looks in-depth
at Hoidens produced over the past 49 years.
Flom the very first 48-215 of 1948 and orl
through the Torana and Commodore lines,
The Classic Models celebrates the great
Australian cars that have made Holden a
national icon.

With an introduction by Peter Brock,
there is a strong emphasis on high perforlll-
ance Hoidens, including Brock's own HDT.
Special Vehicles and more recent ~~SV models.
Particular attention is focused on ~oldens
that have proved their mettle with victory at
Bathurst.

i~~
~:......,

This also is a true story.
In Kentucky (another
state, it would appear,
where the gene pool is
smaller than it might be),
two men tried to pull the
front f rom a bank's cash
dispenser by running a
chain from the machine
to the bumper of their
pick-up truck. Instead of
pulling the front panel off
the machine, they pulled
the bumper off their
truck. Scared, they lef t
the scene and drove
home. ~1Vith the chain
still attached to the cash
machine. With their
bumper still attached
to the chain. And with
the number plate still
attached to the bumper.

r~+E c~ass~~ ~~.~~. _

_`~-.~-~..w~..~€~~ ~r r~tct ~~ ~~~~ ~~~

This comprehensive 214-page reference
is crammed with specifications, facts and
~.IItlOSt 5OO pllOtO~raphs,

Priced at $39.95 it is available from
bookstores and specialist motoring book-
shops.
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Holy Lug Wrench, Batman ~:
• I was changing a tire for a damsel in distress
last month, in, of course, the requisite rainstorm. ~REIt being a strange car, and I not knowing what ~'~
size wrench and all to use, I elected to use the
car's factory-supplied doll-house-size lug
wrench—which promptly twisted off like a stick of butter on a hot day. Sigh.
Off to the shop for a proper 4-way lug wrench. Man alive, those lug nuts were
on tight, thanks to some air-powered mechanic who couldn't be bothered to
lubricate the nuts for the next guy.
The very next

day a reader _ ~~~,
sent in a photo -- z
of this gadget he :>„~,~~ .~ ~- ~~'-~ ~~
made by drilling `. ~~` . '~` -_ %;~:;~~. ~ ,,
holes in a piece Ka ~ f :~==
of lumber. Just ~ ~ ~T
the thing for -~_~ ~ ~_ ;q ~'

W~:
— _ - bh',

loosening or "-__= ~ ~-r-- r~~ ,t;~: - i
tightening fug _ __ .},,=_~ ~ ~.~` ;:~` y
nuts. But 90 __'';r..~ ,•,.-.}
easy tightening ___ ~ - ~ u
with this gadget: -_ -- ~ _ ~ __- , ~~'.~`
One leg should ~ -'2c~ ~ ~
be plenty. Check
with a torque _

_,. ewrench or a cali-
brated elbow the 

COPULAR MECHANICS • 1~~ Y i ~~~~i vnext morning. ~a

FIRM JACK BASE FOR OLD CARS
A firm base for a car jack is provided by an old spade,
made so that it comes apart. The two parts will take
up little room in the luggage compartment or under
the front seat. When assembled, they form a platform
and handle for sliding the jack in place under the car.
The broad shovel blade supports the car weight on
soft ground, while it may also be useful for digging a
stuck wheel from the mud.

Vintage 8 Classic Car Club of Ballarat

REMOVING WATER FROM PETROL TAtvKS
Water will attract water rather than attract petrol. As
time goes on water will collect, and sink to the bottom
of the tank, being heavier than petrol. Take a piece
of cloth, or good quality clean cotton waste, and tie
it to the end of a stick. Saturate the cloth or waste
in water, and then squeeze out thoroughly. Dip this
into the tank, going right to the bottom, and it will be
found that it will absorb the water, but not the petrol.
Squeeze it out. Repeat the process until all the water
is removed.

FAN BELT SGIUEAKS
Moisten a cake of soap and rub on glazed fan belts
to stop them from squeaking.
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"FROZEN" THREADS BEATEN
Tight or rusted bolts and nuts can often be loosened

before the spanner or screwdriver is applied by tapping
with a hammer. The exaggerated sketch shows that
usually a screw, stud, or bolt has only one side of the
thread in a state of compression and intimate contact.
A sharp hammer blow on the head of the screw or
bolt tends to break the thread faces apart, and a spanner
or screwdriver can then be used as normally. Not only
does this save a lot of effort, but it also prevents
damaging the flats or screw slots by straining against
them. Nuts which are tight on bolts can be loosened
by "stretching" them. With one flat on a hard surface,
tap the opposite flat with ahammer—working right
around the nut—then just turn off with a spanner.

A. ,1. Barnes, Dundas, NSW
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SUNDAY ZBTH SEPTEMBER - ~ ~
OUR ~~TH EVENT FOR CLASSIC CARS MOT4RCYCLES~ COMMERCIALS AND • 0 ~
OTHER VEHICLES OF INTEREST. LARGE AllTO)UMBLE AND MOTORCYCLE ~ o

', FUN Rl.lN~ ~~0.30)~ BAR, REFRESHMENTS $~ KIDS ENTERTAINMENTS. i ~ '
(01268) 575000 or send SAE to• BATTLESBRIDGE MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM

BattlEsbric~gE -Essex - SS117RE ~ York ~~COu~~e ~
~ ~- ~;The K~navesm~re~ ~ESSEX COUNTY SNOWGROUND .~

This ular rally has~ PoP ~
QREAT LEIGNS~ Nr. CHELMSFORD , , , ~• • attracted over 60o cars,

~ ~,~ ~ ~
~

motor cles commercials~ ~ '
~ and buses in recent years~,

'' ~ trade stands & autojumble - ~
~ ~ ~

San s 19t~ Oct ~ 30t Noy loam ~ 4 ~~ p
; ' A~_ EVENT NOT ~ BE M[SSEDI!! '
~ ` ~ ENTRIES ~ TRADF FORMS

Oo t6e A131 CbeLnaford Br~lntree Road AVAILABLE HOWiIi' t

• ~ • ~ ~ ' ~i 0 ~ b53 692240 ~ _
~

l~d~ulo~ Oren 16's •X2.00, Hader 16's •FREE. FRBE PARKING '~'~
►= for details; ~ ~ ~, „~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,~

H~TL INE: X14 8 4 ~606~2

ABINGDON WORKS
CAR SHOW

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER I4
on the A41 S Danchester Road,
signposted out of Abingdon
100s of cars expected!!

CompetitionslD~emoslRefresh-
ments licensed &unlicensed

Children's amusements
A UTOJUMBLE WELCOME
Something for sU the family

Enquiries/detailsfmm
Brian Moylan

01235 531384

ROSS-ON-WYE
LIVESTOCK CENTRE
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 2~th
10am-4pm

Exceptional venue 400 yds. off the
end of M50 -Birmingham, Bristol,

_Cardiff all 45 mins away,
refreshments,

FREE parking (1000+ cars)
ADMISSION £1.50, FOR DETAILS CALL:

HC~l...aEN
PARTS AND SERVICES

~ ~

~~ ~PA~tES

388 - 390 Gilbert Rd
Preston
Melbourne
Victoria 3072

Austr~tia Sho
t15 Stand
London 1N~2R O~IA
P~ot~e: 417.1- 836 2292
~~x: 0171- 3$5 7253

Barr 's
t------.

~ u tom obilla
P.O.BOX 46
EPPING,
'V.S.W. 2121 AUSTRALIA OBSOLETE MODELS &TOYS
PHQNE: SYDNEY X021 8698969 IMPORTERS-EXPORTERS

INT: 612 869 89fi9 VINTAGE CAR PARTS

Postal Address : P4 Box 139
Glenroy
Victoria 3046

Phone -From UK : 00 613 9471 0733
fax : 00 613 9471 0753

Used by many HBUK members

VISA Accepted

www.hsv.com.au
IIc~iclen S~~ecial Vehicles, Se»ator lli~ive

(;layto~i Business 1 ~u~k 1508 Cenire Road
Cl~iyton Vic 3168

Pl~onc (03) 9265 9X00
Fax (03) 92G5 9555

~ h"""`ru''~ro~sf`~'Ec'-"-"'"cs'. AUSTR.ALiA'S LONGEST~

~...,,,~„~ ~ RUNNING OLU CAR
~~ ~ D ~~ MaGAZIN E.

~ First puhiiched in 1973 c~verinR~ 
~, ori~in~l vel~icicc (rum tl~c stArt of

~"""'° '' the motor cAr to the 1970's.
1~()~)K,S'.41'A1/.AItI,F. ()NN: ti`H:AR (l~ issiicc~ .CC T~V()
'i'I1N: ili~'1'()1tY (){~ 11()t.i)H:N tiIN('M: ~'H:AIt (12 i~s~ic~1i9i~ ~ ~~~i~F: tiis~r~~Kv c~F Nc~ki~ iN st~i;sc~Ki~~rinNs Av,~it,nr~i.~:.nt~s~r~Kni.in M().ti'7' l~AC'K lti:ti'(l~.ti' ►~' 111.1.
F:Ach ha~•c 22J ~►s~Kc~ Hith n~•cr I(1~1t1 ~~h~ito~

AVAlI.A~31.E.
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