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FRONT COVER -

COMMITTEE:

HSV Limited Edition XU8

CHAIRMAN /ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. Phone. 0181 287 4932. Fax 0181 286 6952.

E-mail: holdenuk~ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, VVoI~'s Castle,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales. SA62 SLR. Phone/Fax. 01437 741210.

EDITOR /PUBLIC REI.A~T~ONS OFFICER. Position Vacant

* The Register is recognised by Holden Ltd

Our website: http://www.geocities.com/MotorCety/Shop/5356/

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: See above
Technical Adviser :Chas Blake. Phone: 01344 304527

CLUB ITEMS F4R SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS hack Issues. No. 1-3
No. 4-Date.

Holden 1948-1962
Stickers
Tax Disc Holder
Key Fob
Cloth Badge
Tie (Blue)
T Shirts (S/M/L/XL)
Metal Car Badge

Book
(With Club Logo)

50p the Three
50p Each.
£8 ..
50p ..
50p ..
50p ..
£7 ..
£~ ..
£6.50 °.Post £1
£10 ..Post £1

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)
NOTE: An arrangement has now been made to accept cheques in AUS$ -Send the
equivalent $amount to Ken but made out to - N K Drews. the sterling amount will
then be transferred to The Register account.
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please
add postageo
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Hi All,

Well, was anyone
observant enough to notice
the slight revamp of the front
cover! I have finally moved
the artwork over from the
ancient 'Freelance' database
to 'PowerPoint'.
For those of you with
Internet access, I am
delighted to tell you that the
Club now has a Web Site:
http://v~rww. geocities. com/
MotorC ity/Shop/5356/
It has been put together and
is being maintained by Brian
Ki loh, one of our long
standing members. An
excellent job Brian and much
appreciated by the Club.

Following up the letter from
Graham Ward of The
Motorists Bookshop in the
Nov/Dec 1998 edition of
Holden Business ~p.12-13)
about the Pink XU-1 Torana
which was left in the UK in
the mid 70's, I had a call
from Tony Grainger who tells
me that he has information

that it is in a darn in
Gloucester. He is trying to
find out the condition end
whether it is for sale. I will
keep~you posted.

There was some interesting
news from Holden Ltd. at the
end of last month. They
confirmed that they intend to
put the two door coupe
shown as a concept at the
Sydney Motor Show, into
production.
Few details are available at
the moment. but it is thought
that it wi I I probably run the
3.8-Itr V6 Commodore
engine.

Finally one date for your
diary - 24th July our annual
visit to Billing Aquadrome in
Northampton for the big GM
meeting. there will be
plenty of space for showing
your cars, so the more the
merrier!

Regards
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Australia's hottest ~Iolden
Commodores are to be

imported into the UK, offer-
ing outrageous V8 perfor-
mance atbargain prices,
One hundred Club Sport

and GTS Commodores will
be sold through special import
dealer Genuine Import
Vehicles in the UK in the next
12 months.
The company is negoti-

ating with Vauxhall -like
IIolden, part of the General

Motors empire -- to provide
warranty and service cover.

Although the Commodores
bear some resemblance to the
Vauxhall Omega sold in the
U K, the car's chassis, suspen-
sionand drivetrainare unique
to the Australian market.
Two V8-engined versions

will be available: the 262bhp
5.0-litre Club Sport and. the
295bhp 5.7-litre GTS. Both
engines are pushrod units
with t,wo valves per cylinder.

AUTOCAR 3 FEBRUARY 1999

Hottest HSV uses 5.7-litre
V8 with 3501b ft of torque

~3oth cars will come with
ful! body kits, leather interi-
ors and 18in alloy wheels
riding on lo~v-profile rubber.,..

,~:,-."~''~"" Prices are yet to be con-
f irmed,but the G'I'S is expect-
ed to cost less than £35,000,
despite sitting alongside the
£43,500 BMW 5401 and

~- -- £45,880 Mercedes E430 in the;..
performance stakes.
From June the Australian

__-:-~ engines ~vili be dropped in
favour of the all-aluminium

:.: > :',,;:;~:~` 5,7-litre V8 unit from the
.:.:,~~.~ ̀ ~`'=~ Corvette, For the Commo-

Bore, the 339bhp unit will be
The larger V8 provides the over 30mpg. The smaller- tuned to produce less top-end

1800kg GTS with electrifying engined Club Sport model has grunt in favour of mid-range
periormance: 0-60mph in a f ive-speed manual gearbox . torque. Prices are unlikely
about 6.5sec and a top speed to change.
in excess of 140mph. Huge ~;. Ben Whitworth
torque from the V8 - 3501b f t .,
at 2500rpm -gives outstand-
ing mid-range acceleration.
The GTS has a Corvette ~ ~~ ~ ~•

six-speed manual gearbox
with ratios heavily revised
to suit typical ➢ong-distance
Antipodean treks. In sixth Commodore
gear the car is capable of well to cost less than £35k

If you would like one, give Rodney Clausen a call on: 01908 262623

• . •
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Practical Class►cs ~s Britain's best-

selling classic car magazine

Every month it's packed with vital

information.

Full and part-rebuilds, restoration

techniques, parts and services, buying

guides, home rebuilds, car discoveries -

and hundreds of affordable classic cars

for sale !

Published on the second Friday of

every month, Practical Classics is

available frond your newsagents, or take

out a subscription and we'll arrange for a

year's supply to be posted to you -direct

and fresh from the printers.

G • J i.`ra~c~rica~l~_
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EMAP National Pubiicetions Ltd, ~ushfield Hse,
Orton Contre, Peterborough, Lambs, PE2 OUW
Tel: (01733) 237111 Fax: (01733) 236940
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HOLDEN ̀HOT'WHEELS' SUPERCAR LEADS V8 CONTENDERS

Holden has joined forces with Hot Wheels model car-maker, Mattel, to create a

striking 'VT Commodore Supercar replica.

Unlike most scale Hot Wheels models, this SS Commodore is life size, V8

powered and will cut a dashing figure as official parade car for the 1999 Ausfiralian Graald

Prix Hot ~Vheels V8 Supercar Showdown from 4-7~' March.

Motor racing .icon and Holden ambassador Peter Brock will fulfil the Hot Wheels

slogan of ̀Leading The Way' when he takes to the track in the hot Holden to lead a

roaring pack of V8.Supercars on race formation laps.

Sporting bright blue, red and yellow Hot Wheels livery -based on Mattel's US

NASCAR entrant -the customised Holden featua~es a special Supercar race aero kit, head-

turning 18 X 8 Enzo chrome reflector wheels with Bridgestone Donut S02 tyres (worth

$1800 per wheeUt}rre), lowered sports suspension and Harrop Engineering high

performance brakes.

Following its on-track duties at the 1999 Qantas Australian Grand Prix, the Holder

Hot Wheels Supercar will be used as a course car/demonstrator at Shell Australian

Touring Car Championship races throughout the year.

Mattel, through its Hot Wheels brand, is sponsoring the Australian brand Prix V ~

Supercar Showdown event for the next three years. Reinforcing it support for the V8s, the

company will also produce miniature X18 replicas, i.a~cluding the Holden Commodore, ire

time for the year 2000 Grand Prix.

Ends

for further information, contact: Tim Pemberton (03) 9699-3244

The Motor Engineer May 1998

HOLDEN COMMODORE VT

Since its first release in the late 1970s, Holden's Australian-made Commodore has been a popular choice with families

and fleet buyers alike, The latest release in the Commodore range is the new Holden VT Commodore, which was just

recently awarded the prestigious Wheels Magazine Car of the Year Award. MARTIN AGATYN finds out why ...

Solid and Safe

Safety has been

a major

automotive

design

consideration in the 1990s and a considerable

selling point on the marketing side of things as

►motorists become more aware of safety and
fussy about the safety performance

characteristics of the cars they buy.

The feeling of security is one that is strong when

driving the new Holden VT Commodore.

And, when we say security here, we're not

talking about flashing lights, bells and whistles

that will scare would-be car thieves away, but

ratf~er the feeling of security that comes from

knowing you are safe and secure, which is

something all tourists or travellers could relate to

while driving on unfamiliar roads in unknown

local conditions.

That feeling of security comes mainly from

comfort, safety, and body build and rigidity,

Having driven the VT's predecessor extensively, it

vas easy to feel the difference in the new

version of Australia's best-selling car.

It felt more solid and ergonomically comfortable,

but at the same time lacked the big-cart "tank-

like" feel often associated with larger vehicles.

The sturdier feel and noticeably quieter and

smoother operation in all areas is, according to

tl~e manufacturers, because of the all-new 30

percent stronger body, improving structural

,rigidity, crash energy management, durability and

body joint integrity as well as resulting in

refinements in noise and vibration characteristics.

The advantages of substantially stronger and

more rigid body construction translate into

improved crash performance, greater all-round

driving refinement and high quality panel fit and

.finish.

Rear seat backs are strengthened for protection

against luggage impact and seat structures have

anti-submarining ramps to prevent occupants

sliding under the lap belt in a collision.

Driver's side airbags are now standard on all

Commodores in the model range and the

improved interior layout is well appointed and

adds to the comfort on longer trips.

All models feature electric driver's seat height

..adjuster and cushion tilt seats; trip computers

and remote boot release; audio systems with

larger controls; new, microprocessor-based

instrumentation for more accurate readouts and

enhanced security features.

Improvements to Commodore's class-leading

security system include remote deadlock release,

free-turning door lock cylinders, a steering

column lock that slips when forced and a new,

16 million code electronic immobilisation feature

that means no two cars wiVf ever share the same

key code.

Commodore's proven and responsive 3800

ECOTEC V6 produces even fewer emissions,

through an updated fuel injection system, and

maintains competitive fuel economy and

performance figures.

Performance enthusiasts may choose between a

smoother, quieter, more powerfully efficient

179kW version of Holden's legendary V8, which

reduces emissions by'75 percent, and the

exciting Supercharged V6 engine, which has

been upgraded to 171 kW and is now optional

on Calais and Commodore S and SS models.

But while safety and performance aren't

everything to every driver, looks are important to

some people as well, and the new Commodore

measures up well in the appearance area with

the new-design body.

would be one of the first to admit when I saw

the new body shape in automotive magazine

reviews and advertisements, Iwasn't too sure,

but once viewed "in the flesh" the combination of

design with practicality, efficient packaging, and

visual appeal have been well blended with the

new VT Commodore.

Although the VT is the largest Commodore yet,

its external design cues create a compact

appearance, while efficient packaging delivers a

spacious cabin area offering more leg room,

front and rear, and generous three-seater rear

accommodation.

With the launch of the advanced and entirely

new VT Commodore, Holden has demonstrated

its determination to continue to position its

Commodore range at the leading edge, as

demonstrated by Nolden's commitment to

"design for manufacture" at the inception of the

Commodore VT program and an investment of

$275 million in new production facilities at its

Elizabeth (SA).

If you're in the market to buy a new family-size

Australian-made vehicle, then the nevr

Commodore is available from $29,760 for the

V6 manual Executive, ranging through to the

supercharged V6 Calais or the V8 automatic

Calais, both at $51,260.

Our test vehicle was a V6 Supercharged

Commodore S (worth $38,050), supplied by

GMH Australia and prepared by Motors Pty Ltd,

Victoria Parade, Devonport, las.
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Left to Right: Hoiden HR - 194 Chevrolet -Bedford ̀ fK Cab
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' e

s as i c car
oes m~ es

a ono e
CAR maker Edwin Jones
took to t~~e road in his new
plastic motor and covered
255.9 miles on a single
gallon of diesel.

Edwin spent tt►rec years
developing the 40mph,
single-seater, three-wheeled
vehicle., called The Mouse, a~,
his car-building firm in
Llandei[o, Soutti Wales.

The AA monitored his

. world record-breaking run
from Calnc, Wiltshire rc~
Theale, Berkstiirc.

Ile said lash, night,: "Wc
are elated at the mpg f figure
— and will be submitting
it to the Guinness Book
Of Records."

~ungiing thief Philip Police in Spinal,

Dupier's bid to rob a Austria, are hunting

Paris gallery flopped a prankster who is

when he ran out with a a decorating fanatic.

stolen painting only to He totally pasted and

find his getaway car
had been clamped.

wallpapered Martin
Rocker's Porsche,
causing damage to its~ ,y,,,, ~~~

A man charged wjth painfiwork. It happened

Cc,~ o,,~ ~ ~ car theft in Bari Ital 
y~

while it was parked ~n

~ ~ C, Nocker's drivewaywas called for u
j ryservice to hear his ouerni ht. Police sa9 y

~"' own case. it is the fifth car to
be wallpapered.

AUTOCAR 3 FEBRUARY 1999

V11e w+~re humored by this one which came from a
recent Special Interest Autos, originally printed in a
1936 Popular Mechanics. The dog p~obabty Ioved
the ride, but getting it into the sack in the first place
may have proved very difficult.

• . . t •

CRUfSE ships are notorious for
their sexually uninhibited atmos-
phere. Even so, we assume that an
errant spellcllecker was respon-
sible for t11is statement in the
brochure,for the cruise ship Island
Breeze. Atypical day at sea
might start with a genital stretch-and-tone
session oil the sun deck."

EXACTLY what route does Ryanair Flight
FR203 take for the short ~1op from L~IldoT1
to Dublin?
The airline's website had this to say

about the plane's journey: "Flt. No. 203;
Depart Stansted 0700; Arrive Dublin 1810."

New Scientist

9 January 1999
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~iI~GAR .~.135~~:
Av~ro~~B~.~

SLTN ~A~CH ~ ~ s~
from ~ flam - 4pm

Admission £ I adults at the

~UNICIFAL HAL,L,,

B I~~~t
for details contact

O 1X99 220'73$

/ ./ ,~ ~~ -~ -~ ~
~~ ~• ~

~ ~

~ > > 1~~~

11~' April Bo~atfumble
8`'18 9`'' May -S~l~igA~r~ojumble ~ C~a~ssic CacrSl~~ow

26~' 8~ 27~'' June M ~or~d
11~' 8~ 12~' Septen~r A~r~o~umble ~A rt
For fuxther i~forrnation contact t~1e events offYoe on:
0150 612888 or Int~ernet:~r~►vw.b~e caa,uk

~ ~
t

S V N DAY 28T" MARCH 1999
at Royal Armouries Museum

Fort Nelson, Nr. Fareham, Hampshire (off Jun 11,M27)
Following last October's great success Southsea Motor Club has

organised another autojumble at this attractive large venue within the Fort;
a!I on hardstanding, approx. 100 stalls outside (12' x 12'), very limited number

inside (10' x 10'). All stalls £10 -add £1 per additional foot frontage.
Bring the family and visit the Museum!! Licensed cafe, hot and cold refreshments.

Entries to AutoJumble £2.50 includes entry to Armouries Museum (normal entry f4.25)
D/ary Date -October 17th 1999

Contact: V. Evershed 01705 592729

THE ORIGINAL

SOUTHAMPTON
AUT4JUlVYBLE

SUN. 28th MARCH 1999
9.00am

MOTORCYCLES, CLASSICS,
CARS, ALL WELCOME
Undercover in West Park Road,

by the Civic Centre.
Organised by Southampton West Rotnry Club.

Stallholder Enquiries 01703 293433
Charity Reg 103 1481

SOUTH MIDLANDS

ROSS-ON-WYE
LIVESTOCK CENTRE
SATURDAYS
APRIL 10th &

SEPTEMBER 18th
10am-4 pm

Exceptional venue 400 yds. off the
end of M50 -Birmingham, Bristol,

Cardiff all 45 mins away, refreshments,
FREE parking (1000+cars)

ADMISSION £1.50, FOR DETAILS CALL:

VESICLE MEE'~
& AUTt~JU1~116LE

of WYKEDOWH
Tour/ng Caravan & Campin~ Park,

Country Pub ~ Restaurant,

Picket Piece,
Andover, Hanfs

(Formerly held of M/dd/e Wallop)

MONDAY
ASR ~ !. NTH

t~AST~R n~oNaa~r)
PuQu~s, sr~us IoM X12 - u~ to 500 vaac~s!
FOR FULL DERAILS AND ENTRI' FORMS TELL

DAVE PALMER
O1Z64 383Z9S

or Mobile
0589 630544

WANTED
~~ Alan from Ipswich is looking
for a Commodore for around
£1000. Tel: 01473 424363

FOR SALE

Neii Smith os selling his HR Estate Car,
see the front cover of this magazine for
another picture. The asking price is:
£1,500. Neil can be contacted by either
phone or fax on: 072 42219.
His address is: Buckode, Kinlough,
County Litrim.Via Sligo, Ireland.

1984 VK frock SS Commodore
Silver, LSD, fitted with Jaguar
front brakes, new exhaust system
Full year MOT. £4000
Robert Cobden,
4, Hatfield Rd, Seaford, East Sussex,
BN25 4PJ. Tel: 01323 896649

102000 miles,
Australian, RHD, PAS

_ . ~h~,~ electric windows, new
~~u ~~ ''~~~ #yres, MOT Sept 99

£593 ONO
Te1:01270 212736 Tel afte

`p ~~ 6pm. Leave message on
Peace o25osa~asa answer machine CREWE

This is a 190 WB

HZ Monaco GTS V8 Dark Green
excellent condition with a new
MOT £3650. Contact Tony
Grainger in Rainham, Kent on:

01634 388065
or Mobile o 0403 X73074

1F 17



Ht~l...~~IV

PARTS AND SER~'YCES

Eddie Ford Publications Pty Ltd,
29 Lyons St, Newstead Vic 3462.
PHONE 03 5476 2212 9AM-5PM
FAX 03 5476 2592 .ALL HDURS

Media can access ~Iolden Media Online at http:/media.holden.com.au

Holden Ltd.
ACN 006 893 232

www.hsv.com.au

11~,I~Icii ~~~ct:ii~l Vcl~ic;les, ~c~i~i~1~~i~ 1)riv~~

(;I~~yt~» ~3tisii~css 1'~~~~k 150f3 (.;cii1~~~: IZ~~,icl

Clttyt~i~ Vic: ;~ l G~3

(~~}x (~;3) ~~2C~`~ 9r)Sr)

A.C.N. 005 272 015

241 Salmon Street All correspondence to:

Port Melbourne GPO Box 1714 Melbourne

Victoria Australia Victoria Australia 3001

Rare Spares Pty. Ltd.
P.O. Box 10
n/lail Delivery Centre
Somerton
Victoria 3062
Australia VISA Accepteo

Phone
Fax

AUSTRALIA'S LONGEST
RUNNING OLU CAR

MAGAZINE.
First nuhli~hccl in 1973 c~vcrin~

ori~i~~l vel~icic< <runi tl►c stwrl ~f
the motor car to the 1970's.

()NN: ti`M:Ak (f~ i«i~cc) .~i T~Y(1

Y N:n ~Z (~ t i~,i~c~1
~~~i;tic~KiP'T'InN~ A~~nii,nr~~.~:.
Mi),ti'7' l~AC'K l.ti'.ti't~~,ti' ,ti' 1'11.1.

A VA11.~4 HI.E,
• ~ •

11 • ~ ' _ ~

NELPINC~ Y4i.+ KNOW M~q~ ABOUT YOU9 ~Ln~!~

STAN BENNETT
48 & FJ Holden ResA~rch

Ph: ~02~ sz7 ~soa

Lot 54 Wellington St. Vineyard (Sydney)
P.Q. Box 200. Riverstone NSW Australia 2765

From UK: 00 613 9305 4000 (Switchboard)
- From UK: 00 613 9305 3520

Wk11TEWALL 7YRE5 OPTIONAL EXTRA

r ~s n - ro e r e ~►~ve0 our ~ .
You'll want to drive the breathtaking new ~-~olde~~ the BAG-CAR FEEL! ~-Iolden's spacious new interior,
second you sec it. With its dramatic new curved longer io6 ens. ~~•I~eelbase and iRlproved ride give it a
styling, this beauty practically challenges you to satisfying new big-car feel and personality.
drive it.

TNRIILINC PERFORMANCE! Now you can choose
from three great engines. The economy-plus too-lip
`z 49'; the big t z s-hp ̀ z 79'; and the fiery new t 4o-hp
`X2' ! Any one of these high-spirited engines gives
you getaway, passing power and bill-climb ability
t}~at puts fun into driving. And with any of these
engines, you can choose manual gearshift or smooth
new Powerglide automatic transmission.
Brakes? ~'1~ey're 30°% bigger, and always at top
efficiency because they're self-adjusting (a great
service-paver).

MUCH MORE ROOM INSIDE! Check Holden's otf~cc
near features. New cur~•cd doors and windows that
make Holden S inches wider inside, and t1~e roomiest
car of any near its price; zo`';, bigger boot; big new
i t .~ -gallon petrol tank, and more. But it's a Dot of fun
exploring for yourself down at }'our Holden Dealer's.
He's the man to give you the full story on the all-new,
all-time top value Holden !

AUSTRALIA'S OWN CAR: From E885 plus taz.

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE a ..DRIVE THE ONE TNAT'S REALLY NEW !
Gf:NFRAL h1l~TORS-F10LC)EN'S C238

~. ~.

e-mail rarespares~rarespares.net.au
18 1~


