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FRONT COVER - HSV Limited Edition XU8

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN / ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1JY. Phone. 0181 287 4932. Fax 0181 286 6952.
E-mail: holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY / TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Clun Felin, Wolf's Castle,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed, Wales. SA62 5LR. Phone/Fax. 01437 741210.

EDITOR / PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER.  Position Vacant

* The Register is recognised by Holden Ltd
Our website: http://www.geocities.com/MotorCity/Shop/5356/
Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: See above

Technical Adviser : Chas Blake. Phone: 01344 304527

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4-Date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8

Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p

Tax Disc Holder - 50p

Key Fob 0 50p

Cloth Badge = £7

Tie (Blue) g £8 4

T Shirts (S/M/L/XL) - £6.50 ..Post £1

Metal Car Badge - £10 ..Post £1

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)

NOTE: An arrangement has now been made to accept cheques in AUS$ - Send the
equivalent $ amount to Ken but made out to - N K Drews. the sterling amount will
then be transferred to The Register account.

Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please
add postage. '
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Hi All,

Well, was anyone
observant enough to notice
the slight revamp of the front
cover! | have finally moved
the artwork over from the
ancient 'Freelance' database
to 'PowerPoint'.

For those of you with
internet access, I am
delighted to tell you that the
Club now has a Web Site:
http://www.geocities.com/
MotorCity/Shop/5356/

It has been put together and
is being maintained by Brian
Kiloh, one of our long
standing members. An
excellent job Brian and much
appreciated by the Club.

Following up the letter from
Graham Ward of The
Motorists Bookshop in the
Nov/Dec 1998 edition of
Holden Business (p.12-13)
about the Pink XU-1 Torana
which was left in the UK in
the mid 70's, | had a call
from Tony Grainger who tells
me that he has information

that it is in a barn in
Gloucester. He is trying to
find out the condition and
whether it is for sale. | will
keep you posted.

There was some interesting
news from Holden Ltd. at the
end of last month. They
confirmed that they intend to
put the two door coupé
shown as a concept at the
Sydney Motor Show, into
production.

Few details are available at
the moment. but it is thought
that it will probably run the
3.8-itr V6 Commodore
engine.

Finally one date for your
diary - 24th July our annual
visit to Billing Aquadrome in
Northampton for the big GM
meeting. There will be
plenty of space for showing
your cars, so the more the
merrier!

Regards




only vehicle with American Corvette _
performance in a four-door car.” he says.

. Aussie muscle cars hlt the UK

Hottest HSV uses 5.7-litre
V8 with 350Ib ft of torque

.
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Both cars will come with
full body kits, leather interi-
ors and 18in alloy wheels
riding on low-profile rubber.

Prices are yet to be con-
firmed, but the GTS is expect-
ed to cost less than £35,000,
despite sitting alongside the
£43,500 BMW 540i and
£45,880 Mercedes E430in the
performance stakes.

From June the Australian
engines will be dropped in
favour of the all-aluminium
5.7-litre V8 unit from the
Corvette, For the Commo-
dore, the 339bhp unit will be

“If there is a swap to the new engine;

they’ll get the new engine. But at this - -
Dunstan says HSV builds 3000 cars a

year for the local Australian market and-

“Wherever Holden goes and breaks
would like to build another 1000 for : -

new ground, HSV will follow along

5.7-litre V8, to be fitted to Commodores *
There are no plans at this stageto , -

from July, will go in the HSV exports. .. -
we don't want to flood the market. We
are a niche market. The best we can do
is to have a niche market around the

develop new products,” he says. “But. -
world.”

says. “We would like to see about a third.
export. “We see that as a good way of-..
covering our costs and allows us to

behind to try and establish a market,” he
of our volume going overseas.”

left-hand-drive exports to the Middle -..

possibility. The company is consideririg
East and Brazil, where a LHD

export the HSV Commodore to Europe.

stage they are getting the Australian
but Dunstan does not rule out the

engine.”

Holden's new, fully-imported, all-alloy.. -

However, he would not say when
Commodore is already being sold.

ustralia’s hottest Holden
Commodores are to be

Motors empire - to provide
warranty and service cover.

The larger V8 p'rovides the over 30mpg. The smaller- tuned to produce less top-end
1800kg GTS with electrifying  engined Club Sport modelhas  grunt in favour of mid-range

HSYV puts its
stamp on Britain
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The Motor Engineer May 1998

Road Test

HOLDEN COMMODORE VT

HOLDEN
otorsport

Since its first release in the late 1970s, Holden's Australian-made Commodore has been a popular choice with families

16 February 1999

HOLDEN ‘HOT WHEELS’ SUPERCAR LEADS V8 CONTENDERS

Holden has joined forces with Hot Wheels model ca.r-ma.ker, Mattel, to create a
striking VT Commodore Supercar replica.

Unlike most scale Hot Wheels models, this SS Commodore is life size, V8
powered and will cut a dashing figure as official parade car for the 1999 Australian Grand
Prix Hot Wheels V8 Supercar Showdown from 4-7® March.

Motor racing icon and Holden ambassador Peter Brock will fulfil the Hot Wheels
slogan of ‘Leading The Way’ when he takes to the track in the hot Holden to lead a
roaring pack of V8 Supercars on race formation laps.

Sporting bright blue, red and yellow Hot Wheels livery - based on Mattel’s US
NASCAR entrant - the customised Holden features a special Supercar race aero kit, head-
turning 18 X 8 Enzo chrome reflector wheels with Bridgestone Donut SO2 tyres (worth
$1800 per wheel/tyre), lowered sports suspension and Harrop Engineering high
performance brakes.

Following its on-track duties at the 1999 Qantas Australian Grand Prix, the Holden
Hot Wheels Supercar will be used as a course car/demonstrator at Shell Australian
Touring Car Championship races throughout the year.

Mattel, through its Hot Wheels brand, is sponsoring tﬁe Australian Grand Prix V8
Supercar Showdown event for the next three years. Reinforcing it support for the V8s, the

company will also produce miniature V8 replicas, including the Holden Commodore, in
time for the year 2000 Grand Prix.

Ends

For further information, contact: Tim Pemberton (03) 9699-3244

and fleet buyers alike, The latest release in the Commodore range is the new Holden VT Commodore, which was just

recently awarded the prestigious Wheels Magazine Car of the Year Award. MARTIN AGATYN finds out why ...

Solid and Safe

Safety has been
a major
/' automotive
design
consideration in the 1990s and a considerable
selling point on the marketing side of things as
motorists become more aware of safety and
fussy about the safety performance
characteristics of the cars they buy.

The feeling of security is one that is strong when
driving the new Holden VT Commodore.

And, when we say security here, we're not
talking about flashing lights, bells and whistles
that will scare would-be car thieves away, but
rather the feeling of security that comes from
knowing you are safe and secure, which is
something all tourists or travellers could relate to
while driving on unfamiliar roads in unknown
local conditions.

That feeling of security comes mainly from
comfort, safety, and body build and rigidity.

Having driven the VT's predecessor extensively, it
was easy to feel the difference in the new
version of Australia's best-selling car.

1t felt more solid and ergonomically comfortable,
but at the same time lacked the big-cart *tank-
like" feel often associated with larger vehicles.

The sturdier feel and noticeably quieter and
smoother operation in all areas is, according to
the manufacturers, because of the all-new 30
percent stronger body, improving structural
rigidity, crash energy management, durability and
body joint integrity as well as resulting in
refinements in noise and vibration characteristics.

The advantages of substantially stronger and
more rigid body construction translate into
improved crash performance, greater all-round
driving refinement and high quality panel fit and
finish,

Rear seat backs are strengthened for protection
against luggage impact and seat structures have
anti-submarining ramps 1o prevent occupants
sliding under the lap belt in a collision.

Driver's side airbags are now standard on all
Commodores in the model range and the
improved interior layout is well appointed and
adds to the comfort on longer trips.

All models feature electric driver's seat height
adjuster and cushion {ilt seats; trip computers
and remote boot release; audio systems with
larger controls; new, microprocessor-based

instrumentation for more accurate readouts and
enhanced security features.

Improvements to Commodore's class-leading
security system include remote deadlock release,
free-turning door lock cylinders, a steering
column lock that slips when forced and a new,
16 million code electronic immobilisation feature
that means no two cars will ever share the same
key code.

Commodore's proven and responsive 3800
ECOTEC V6 produces even fewer emissions,
through an updated fuel injection system, and
maintains competitive fuel economy and
performance figures.

Performance enthusiasts may choose between a
smoother, quieter, more powerfully efficient
179kW version of Holden's legendary V8, which
reduces emissions by*75 percent, and the
exciting Supercharged V6 engine, which has
been upgraded to 171kW and is now optional
on Calais and Commodore S and SS models.

But while safety and performance aren't
everything to every driver, looks are important to
some people as well, and the new Commodore
measures up well in the appearance area with
the new-design body.

| would be one of the first to admit when | saw
the new body shape in automotive magazine
reviews and advertisements, | wasn't too sure,
but once viewed “in the flesh” the combination of

design with practicality, efficient packaging, and
visual appeal have been well blended with the
new VT Commodore,

Although the VT is the largest Commodore yet,
its external design cues create a compact
appearance, while efficient packaging delivers a
spacious cabin area offering more leg room,
front and rear, and generous three-seater rear
accommodation.

With the launch of the advanced and entirely
new VT Commodore, Holden has demonstrated
its determination to continue to position its
Commodore range at the leading edge, as
demonstrated by Holden's commitment to
“design for manufacture” at the inception of the
Commodore VT program and an investment of
$275 million in new production facilities at its
Elizabeth (SA).

If you're in the market to buy a new family-size
Australian-made vehicle, then the new
Commodore is available from $29,760 for the
V6 manual Executive, ranging through to the
supercharged V6 Calais or the V8 automatic
Calais, both at $51,260.

Our test vehicle was a V6 Supercharged
Commodore S (worth $38,050), supplied by
GMH Australia and prepared by Motors Ply Ltd,
Victoria Parade, Devonport, Tas.
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Ed's plastic car
does 256 miles
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CAR maker Edwin Jones
took to the road in his new
plastic motor and covered
255.9 miles on a single
gallon of diesel.

Edwin spent three years
developing the 40mph,
single-seater, three-wheeled
vehicle, called The Mouse, at
his car-building firm in

1936 Popular Mechanics. The dog probably loved
the ride, but getting it into the sack in the first place
may have proved very difficult.

RESTORED CARS

QGQ—\MAM o
&Mﬁ

‘?-«\%K'.u. te -\uu.v-l e Llandeilo, South Wales.
L&w»a& hm o A _1\“ AQSS(D is*o/?%llo Tll‘((; Alzr('iﬂg:};‘l’(l;ﬁg rl:lllsl CRUISE ships are notorious for
Qm.o = L - ,{\Q_d Rzso QH‘TLQ_ j }';?,f,, Eﬁfne, Wiltshire to their sexually uninhibited atmos-

Theale, Berkshire.

He said last night: “We
are elated at the mpg figure
— and will be submittling
it to the Guinness Book
Of Records.”

phere. Even so, we assume that an

errant spellchecker was respon-

sible for this statement in the
brochure for the cruise ship Island

Breeze: “A typical day at sea

might start with a genital stretch-and-tone
session on the sun deck.”
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TRUE STORIES TRUE STORIES

EXACTLY what route does Ryanair Flight
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Clhoa it . Police in Spittal,
_ »*cy‘s :ﬂ:?l::?sg I:'hdietfo Prl:,lll:z Austria, arg hunting FR203 take for the short hop from London
Paris gallery flopped a prankster who is io %“bhf‘?l. . bsite | .
g, gt a decorating fanatic. . 1te t;ur u;e s we site 1ad this to say
B s He totally pasted and about the plane’s journey: Flt. No. 203;
p g only Depart Stansted 0700; Arrive Dublin 1810.”
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find his getaway car

. had been clamped.

A man charged with
car theft in Bari, Raly,
was called for jury
service to hear his
own case.

wallpapered Martin
Hocker's Porsche,
causing damage to its
paintwork. It happened
while it was parked in
Hocker’s driveway
overnight. Police say

it is the fifth car to

be wallpapered.

AUTOCAR 3 FEBRUARY 1999

New Scientist
9 January 1999
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SUN MARCH 21
from 10am - 4pm
Admission £1 adults at the
MunicipAL HALL,
BiGGAR

For details contact

01899 220738

BT WHAT®S
ON

THE ORIGINAL

SOUTHAMPTON
AUTOJUMBLE
SUN. 28th MARCH 1999

9.00am
MOTORCYCLES, CLASSICS,
CARS, ALL WELCOME
Undercover in West Park Road,
by the Civic Centre.
Organised by Southampton West Rotary Club.
Stallholder Enquiries 01703 293433
Charity Reg 103 1481

Beanlien

EVENTS 1999

11" April -Boat Jumble
8" & 9" May -Spring Autojumble & Classic Car Show
26" & 27" June -Motorcycle World
11" & 12" September -Autofumble & Automart
For further information contact the events office on:
01590612888 or Intemet:www.beaulieu.couk

The Tlmmycrofi Society” -

BAéiNGSTOKE Fe

AT TMPE
SUNDAY 28™ MARCH 1999

at Royal Armouries Museum

Fort Nelson, Nr. Fareham, Hampshire (off Jun 11,M27)
Following last October's great success Southsea Motor Club has
organised another autojumble at this attractive large venue within the Fort;
all on hardstanding, approx. 100 stalls outside (12' x 12'), very limited number
inside (10' x 10'). All stalls £10 - add £1 per additional foot frontage.

Bring the family and visit the Museum!! Licensed cafe, hot and cold refreshments.
Entries to Autojumble £2.50 includes entry to Armouries Museum (normal entry £4.25)
Diary Date - October 17th 1999

Contact: V. Evershed 01705 592729
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SOUTH MIDLANDS

AUTOJUMBLE

ROSS-ON-WYE
LIVESTOCK CENTRE
SATURDAYS
APRIL 10" &
SEPTEMBER 18t
10am-4pm
Exceptional venue 400 yds. off the
end of M50 - Birmingham, Bristol,

Cardiff all 45 mins away, refreshments,
FREE parking (1000+ cars)

" Alan from Ipswich is looking

ADMISSION £1.50, FOR DETAILS CALL:

01989 750731 or 769191

8™ SPRING|
VEHICLE MEET

& AUTOJUMBLE

at WYKE DOWN
Touring Caravan & Camping Park,
Country Pub & Restaurant,
Picket Piece,

Andover, Hants
(Formerly held at Middle Wallop)

MONDAY
APRIL 5™
(EASTER MONDAY)

Puaques, staus rmom £12 - w 10 500 vewetes!
FoR FuULL DETAILS AND ENTRY FORMS TEL;]
DAVE PALMER

01264 363295
or Mobile

0589 630544

e
&
Neil Smith is selling his HR Estate Car,
[ ine for
WANTED see the front cover of this magazine

another picture. The asking price is:

for a Commodore for around £1,500. Neil can be contacted by either
£1000. Tel: 01473 424363 phone or fax on: 072 42219.

His address is: Buckode, Kinlough,
County Litrim.Via Sligo, Ireland.

FOR SALE

1984 VK Brock SS Commodore
Silver, LSD, fitted with Jaguar

front brakes, new exhaust system
Full year MOT. £4000

Robert Cobden,

4, Hatfield Rd, Seaford, East Sussex
BN25 4PJ.  Tel: 01323 896649

HOLDEN’ STIITESMIIN ve 5.0

102000 miles,

Australian, RHD, PAS
electric windows, new HZ Monaro GTS V8 Dark Green

e tyres MOTSept99 excellent condition with a new
i £595 0
Tok01270 212730 e af MOT £3650. ~ Contact Tony
' 6pm. Leave message on Grainger in Rainham, Kent on:
_ 0250847694 answer machine CREWE 01634 388065

or Mobile : 0403 173074
This is a 1980 WB

L
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Eddie Ford Publications Pty Ltd,
29 Lyons St, Newstead Vic 3462.
PHONE 03 5476 2212 9AM-5PM
AX 03 5476 2592 ALL HOURS
HOLDEN F

PARTS AND SERVICES
Media can access Holden Media Online at http:/media.holden.com.au

@ Holden Ltd.

ACN 006 893 232

241 Salmon Street
Port Melbourne
Victoria Australia

All correspondence to:
GPO Box 1714 Melbourne
Victoria Australia 3001

HENS

www. hsv.com.au

Holden Special Vehicles, Senator Drive AUSTRALIA'S LONGEST
(:l:y‘ll’:‘l‘\' l}:ls'i|'|css P:n'k‘ 15’08 Centre Road RUNN'NG OLD CAR
Clayton Vie 3168 MAGAZINE.

Phone (03) 9265 9500
Fax (03) 9265 9555

RAR

First published in 1973 covering
original vehicles from the start of
the motor car to the 1970's.
ONF. YEAR (6 issues) & TWO
VEAR (12 issues)
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE.
MOST BACK ISSUES ST
AVAIIABLE,

Write, Phone or Fax for details to:

EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS

HELPING YOU KNOW MORE ABOUT YOUR HOLDEN
A.C.N. 005 272 015

Rare Spares Pty. Ltd.
P.O. Box 10

Mail Delivery Centre

STAN BENNETT
48 & FJ Holden Resezarch

Ph: (02) 627 1304

Lot 54 Waellington St. Vineyard (Sydney)
Somerton P.O. Box 200, Riverstone NSW Australia 2765
Victoria 3062
Australia VISA Accepted
Phone - From UK:00 613 93054000 (Switchboard)
Fax - From UK: 00 613 9305 3520

e-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au
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RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE

Iry this one for ﬂe drive of your life!

You’ll want to drive the breathtaking new Holden the
second you sce it. With its dramatic new curved

styling, this beauty practically challenges you to
drive it,

THRILLING PERFORMANCE! Now you can choose
from three great engines. The cconomy-plus 100-hp
‘149’; the big 115-hp ‘179'; and the fiery new 140-hp
‘X2’!" Any one of these high-spirited engines gives
you getaway, passing power and hill-climb ability
that puts fun into driving. And with any of these
engines, you can choose manual gearshift or smooth
new Powerglide automatic transmission.

Brakes? They're 30% bigger, and always at top
cfficiency because they’re self-adjusting (a great
service-saver).

RES OPTIONAL EXTRA

BIG-CAR FEEL! Holden’s spacious new interior,
longer 106 ins. wheelbase and improved ride give it a
satisfying new big-car feel and personality.

MUCH MORE ROOM INSIDE! Check Holden’s other
new features. New curved doors and windows that
make Holden § inches wider inside, and the roomiest
car of any near its price; 20, bigger boot; big new
11} -gallon petrol tank, and more. But it’s a lot of fun
exploring for yourself down at your Holden Dealer’s.
He's the man to give you the full story on the all-new,
all-time top value Holden'!

HOLDEN

AUSTRALIA'S OWN CAR: From £885 plus tax.

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE...DRIVE THE ONE THAT'S REALLY NEW!

GENERAL MOTORS-HOLOEN'S €238
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