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Hi all,

Although the weather at

this moment is superb we
are now at the tail end of the
season, so | hope you all
had a good time showing off
those Holdens.
Our annual event at Billing
was a great success with a
good turnout of cars and a
fine and sunny day. Again
we had a great deal of
attention from those
Vauxhall and = Opel
enthusiasts attending and
spent a great part of the day
answering queries.

~ As you will see on the next

page, it is AGM time again.
As some of the previous
AGM's have been held
under less than perfect
conditions at various shows
at the tail end of the year,
we have decided to hold this
meeting at Holden UK HQ,
(my house in Chessington
actually). Lunch will be
provided, but | would ask
you to let me know in
advance if you are planning
to attend, so that, if
necessary, | can erect a
marquee in the garden!
Also if you need directions
let me know.

Regards
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Notice is hereby given of the 12th Annual General Meeting of the
Holden UK Register, to be held at 2pm on Sunday 26th September
1999, at Holden UK 'Head Office' 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey.

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the 11th AGM held 13th September 1998
3. Chairman, Editor & PR Officer's Report
4, Membership Secretary & Treasure's report
5. Matters Arising
6. Election of Committee
r & Any Other Business

CLASSIC MODEI.S

GALORE !

The Classic Motor Show at the begmnmg
of May offered a fantastic feast of
beautitul classic models...

...including the ever populur Jaguars of
every description.

With over 100 car club stands
1he weekend was « huge sucess.

The next dut for our dmry |s
Saturday & Sunday
6-7 November 1999

woins 0121 767 4767

Transaction fee 50p per booking
THE INTERNATIONAL

(LASSIC

The NEC, Birmingham

.. some only in dreams ...
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THE HOLDEN COMMODORE COMES OF AGE

Australia’s most popular car, the Holden Commodore, is about to reach a major
milestone. In October 1999, it will be 21 years since the first Holden Commodore, the VB, was
launched in 1978.

To mark the occasion, a book entitled The Lion King: 21 Years of Commodore (Quill
Visual Communications), written by veteran motoring.commentator and author Bill Tuckey, is
due for October release.

The Lion King chronicles the stories behind the evolution of the Commodore — all the
way from the original European-inspired and downsized VB model that replaced the beloved
Kingswood right through to today’s hugely successful, all-Aussie VT Commodore.

Peter Hanenberger, one of the senior engineers responsible for establishing the ride and
handling qualities that earned the first Commodore its ‘driver’s car’ reputation, has since
become a group vice president of General Motors Corporation. Hanenberger recently returned
to Australia to take up his appointment as Chairman and Managing Director, Holden Ltd.
Having assisted the birth of the Commodore nameplate 21 years ago, he is delighted to witness
its coming of age.

“Of course, the first thing that should be acknowledged is that the VB Commodore in its
day was as exciting and innovative as the VT is seen to be today. The incredible customer
reaction to the first Commodore was very like the great welcome that’s been given to VT.

Having said that, we must look at the environment in which each of these cars was launched
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and customers’ expectations at the time. So much has changed in 21 years — it has been the
most explosive time for technology in automotive history,” Peter Hanenberger said.

“We designed the VB during an extremely volatile period as far as energy supplies were
concerned. The focus was on making dramatic improvements to the car’s packaging efficiency
and its mass, safety performance was increasing, and aerodynamic efficiency was a key
objective. The VB Commodore was a revelation to many drivers at the time with its steeply
inclined engine hood and unobstructed forward view,” he continued. “Holden was in the midst
of re-designing the ride and handling of family cars in Australia; we were determined that the
VB Commodore would be a benchmark car — and history shows that Holden succeeded so well
that now ride and handling are key brand characteristics.”

Peter Hanenberger says if there’s a single way of expressing the difference between the
VB and VT Commodores, it relates to the extraordinary advances in computer technology and
related electronics.

“Wherever you look in the car, they’re in evidence. They take care of security, personal
safety, fuel efficiency, transmission, engine performance, lighting, braking, vehicle safety,
airbag, climate control, sound systems — all kinds of convenience items. But the fundamentals
are still the same; the car must still look good, feel right and deliver what today’s customers
want in terms of size, performance and emotive appeal. Importantly, it must do so at a cost that
delivers these attributes at genuine value,” he said.

“The VT is a local design that is going global with a key objective — to succeed on the
world stage. The success of the car in terms of domestic and export sales supports Holden’s

own belief that it got the VT formula right — just as we did with the VB back in 1978.
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“Each major Commodore model has marked a turning point for Holden — and for a
number of different reasons. In their time, they each delivered industry- and market-leading
qualities that would change the way consumers viewed family cars. It’s Holden’s enduring
challenge to continue in this tradition. Commodore has succeeded because it has changed as
the market has changed - and it must now change as world trends change so it can continue to

succeed internationally,” Peter Hanenberger concluded.

ends

For further information, contact:

Toni Andreevski Geoff Weatherley
Melbourne VIC Elizabeth SA
(03)9647 2543 (08) 8282 8736

toni.andreevski@holden.com.au geoff.weatherley@holden.com.au
Media can access Holden Media Online at http://media.holden.com.au

NEW MOTOR CARS REGISTERED IN AUSTRALIA DURING THE YEAR 1953

MAKE TOTAL MAKE
Alvis 14 Goliath
Armstrong Siddeley 146 Hansa
Austin 9,635 Hartnett
Bentley 14 Hillman
Bond 7 Holden
Bristol 1" Hudson
Buick 14 Humber
Cadillac 5 International
Chevrolet 1,929 Jaguar
Chrysler 8 Jowett
Citroen 251 Lanchester
Daimler 40 Mercedes-Benz
Delahaye 1 MG
DeSoto 306 Morgan
Dodge 1,182 Morris
Fiat 424 Nash
Ford 10/15/23hp 15,331 Oldsmobile
Ford V8/32hp 8,704 Packard
Other British 8 Other American
TOTAL

TOTAL MAKE TOTAL
1 Peugeot 1,031

5 Plymouth 1,185

4 Pontiac 299
4,258 Renault 793
33,611 Riley 113
202 Rolls-Royce 6
1,535 Rover 635
9 Simca 35

375 Singer 734
135 Skoda 111
86 Standard 4,638

76 Studebaker 141
131 Sunbeam Talbot 116

4 Tatraplan 3
9,396 Triumph 736
61 Vauxhall 3,512

1 Willys 46

75 Wolseley 940

1 Other European 5
103,085 RIC]

Keeping Classics Alve...

Practical Classics 1s Bntain's best-
selling classic car magazine.

Every month it's packed with wital
'nformation.

Full and part-rebuilds, restoration
techmques, parts ana services, buying
guides, home rebuilds, car discoveries -
and hundreds of affordable classic cars
for sale!

Published on the second Friday of
every month, Practical Classics is
available from your newsagents, or take

out a subscription and we'll arrange for a
year's supply to be posted to you - direct
and fresh from the printers.

practical
CLASSICS

& CAR RESTERER

EMAP National Publications Ltd, Bushfield Hse,
Orton Centre, Peterborough, Cambs, PE2 QUW
Tel: (01733) 237111 Fax: (01733) 236940
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Gorvette V8 gives extra whizz to 0z saloon

n engine transplant from The Chev V8 has a rev The Holden version of the Hot Australian
the Chevrolet Corvette range nearly 2000rpm wider new V8 is slightly down on Is coming
has turned Holden’s HSV  than the unit it replaces, with power and torque compared to UK
Commodore into a BMW a 6000rpm redline and a with the 340bhp Vette, as
Mb5-rivalling super-saloon. 6200rpm fuel cutout. HSV has tweaked the
With 335bhp and 3471b ft electronic engine
of torque on tap, the management sys- A
all-alloy 5.7-litre V8 makes g tem to improve
the hot Holden Australia’s (¥ B driveability,. A
quickest production car yet, detuned 295bhp
according to Holden Special version will also be
Vehicles. A claimed 0-62mph used to power lesser
time of 5.7sec means the Commodore models.
Holden is only fractions of a Traction control is stan- the 335bhp V8 in an estate
second slower than the BMW dard on both four-speed auto-  body style. Options across the
and the Mercedes E55. matic and six-speed manual range include huge cross-
The new engine replaces models to keep all the power drilled dise brakes with HSV’s
the cast iron 295bhp 5.7-litre in check. The Commodore’s own four-pot calipers, side
Holden V8 fitted to the V8 is from Chevy Corvette suspension has been retuned airbags and a stainless steel
Commodore GTS that o T — tosuit the lighter alloy V8. exhaust system.
is now imported HSV is also offering Rod Clousen, HSV’s
tothe UK. s British importer, says he will
have the improved cars avail-
able in September.

Confidential: Holden Dealers and Salesmen only. Date:

The following road test report extracts on the HK Holden are valuable selling aids, when you arc
discussing the economy story.
Sydney ‘Sun-Herald' June 9th

HOLDEN HK's 580 MILES
ON A TANKFUL Conducted by CLYDE HODGINS

Carefully driven, the basic model of the latest HK Holden can give 580 miles on a tankful of petrol.
I found this out dhn’ng the week when I went with Liverpool dealer Pat Cullen on a Holden-
performance test.

Mobil test director Max Thomson came along as observer to ensure authenticity and to see we kept to
traffic regulations.

We sct out to see how many hours’ driving the average motorist could get out of a tankful.

Where there was a speed limit we observed it, and in the open spaces with no limits we cruised at
50 m.p.h.

We chose for the run a Holden 161 with first gear synchromesh and drum brakes I knew only too
well.

[ had taken it in the Australian championship Classic Rally, when its brakes had locked up on the
first stretch and we had finished around twenty-first, after lacking confidence in anchors.

Last week I drove it from Melbourne to Sydney, when it returned an excellent 32.4 miles to the
gallon at a rapid average speed of 59 m.p.h.

My interstate trip was easy and I found the car quite fast enough for our cluttered highways.

There was no trouble with the brakes whatever.

We set out from the King’s Cross Motel at 7 a.m. and topped up with Mobil Super at the White House
service station in William Street, ‘

The car carried three people, plus luggage for an overnight stop.

One advantage was the optional fitting of Dunlop SP4! radial tyres which were boosted up to 36 Ib.
pressure, as allowed under the rules of the Mobil Economy Run. )

We felt this was the most realistic of the 86 tests conducted over the past 12 years by Max Thomson
and we tried to emulate tourists going away for a two-day trip.

We stopped for tea and toast on the way to Newcastle, and had the 161 cruising at maximum on the
expressway.

Other stops were for fruit at Newcastle, lunch and photos at Taree, and for Press interviews at our turn
round point, Port Macquarie.

We returned by the scenic road to the highway and stopped overnight at Newcastle Travelodge in
bitterly cold gale conditions.

Melbc
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PEAK HOUR

Dealer Pat Cullen was worricd the first night when we had covered only 433.6 miles and the fuel
gauge showed only an cighth (hall way between empty and a quarter).

We had taken 10 hours 7 mins., which was 1 hr. 18 mins. faster than the time recommended for the
journey by the Royal Automobile Club of Victoria.

Our average speed for the first day was 42.6 m.p.h.

From Newcastle, Pat Cullen worricd about running out of fuel on the expressway and finally we were
held up for an hour on the Hawkesbury Bridge by the roadwork.

This stop gave us time for coffee and we continued down to Bobbin Head, West Head and finally
Manly Vale.

The result was 580.0 miles and the tank took a remarkable 16.91 gallons, while Holden claim only
16.5.

We had achicved 34.3 miles to the gallon at an average speed of 41.4 m.p.h. and our running time of
14 hours 10 mins. still exceeded an hour better than the R.A.C.V. time,

On filling the car at the Manly Vale Mobil Station the vagaries of the fuel gauge became more
cvident.

After four gallons it showed midway between E and a quarter: with cight gallons it was midway
between the quarter and half-way mark.

With 12 gallons aboard it was just under the three-quarter mark and with 14 gallons had gone past
the full mark.

Yet there were still 2.91 gallons to go before it was into the filler neck.

After this time we did 50 miles in Sydney’s peak hour traffic, which took 2} hours — an average of
20 m.p.h.

Fuel consumption was 29.5 miles to the gallon.

Starting at 4 p.m. our city and suburban comparison trip went from Manly, via the Spit Bridge, to
North Sydney.

It took us 12 minutes to cross the Harbour Bridge into York Street.

After stopping at the ‘Sun-Herald' office, we drove to Kingsford plant at Pagewood, to La Perouse and
then around Mascot Airport.

Then our route went to Bondi Beach, South Head and finished at Rosc Bay.

This new-style performance test was so successful, Max Thomson is hoping to use the same formula
with other car models.

It could even lead to a challenge match (on a tankful) between basic models of the Holden and
Falcon.

Of course, time taken to run out of fuel, and actual miles per gallon, also would be calculated.

Sydney ‘Sun’ June 7th

IT CAN BE DONE

Melbourne to Syduey in 94 hours, and never breaking the speed limit signs along the Hume High-
way.

By CLYDE HODGINS

That’s my personally tested answer to claims by some safety authorities that anything under 10 hours’
driving time was breaking these limits.

I's what 1 did one day this week — and at no time was 1 doing anything to atiract the attention of a
traffic cop.

Whenever I was driving within a speed-limit area I stuck to that limit as shown on my Holden's
speedo, but this, of course, meant that I was actually slightly under that indicated speed.

Nor did I keep down to the prima facie limit of 50 on open roads.

When the road was safe and clear I stepped the speed up to 80 m.p.h., which I found an ideal cruising
speed for this car,

On one deserted stretch the 161 engine reached 99 m.p.h, and later 106 m.p.h. downhill.

I did not have a tachograph fitted, which would have given the distance travelled and miles per hour
at every minute of the journey, but I kept strict times which can be inspected by the Police
Commissioner or Traflic Supcrintendent McCloskey.

Driving time from the centre of Melbourne to Burwood, was just on 9% hours and the trip overall 103
hours, which included stops for fuel and refreshments (to guard against boredom),

Average speed was 59 m.p.h. yet the 161 gave a remarkable 32 miles per gallon.

And there’s no doubt in my mind that the Victorian scction of the Hume Highway is far more pleasant
to travel on than the N.S.W, stretch.

I left the Southern Cross Hotel parking area at 10.02 a.m. and after 26 minutes had got rid of those
irksome trams, just past Pentridge Gaol.

The de-restriction sign came up only seven miles out of Melbourne; different from N.S.W. — where
the first 50 m.p.h. sign is past Liverpool and the first de-restriction not till past Goulburn.

The first hour put 42 miles behind me, the second 102, the third 181, the fourth 237, the fifth 313, the
sixth 379 and the seventh 436.

OUT SOLD

This brought me to Goulburn, and darkness had fallen, so that I did not mind being restricted by the
speed zoning from there into Sydney.

First gear on the 161 manual peaked at 32 m.p.h. and second had a maximum of 62.

One point to come out of this test run is that the 161 Holden is big cnough for any type of motoring
— yet the bigger 186 outsells this model 10 to 1.

And with fuel prices going up all the time, 32 miles per gallon must be a big point of consideration.

General Motors-Holden’s Job No. RH8S

13



SUSPENSION: Front, independent, short and COLOUR: White, red interior. New Zealand

long arm, coil springs, anti-roll bar. Rear, semi- assembled.
absorbers front and rear PERFORMANCE

BRAKES: Hydrauvlic drums all round, duo servo
with dual master cylinder feeding separate SPEEDS IN THE GEARS:

SPECIFICATIONS svstems for front and reac brakes. Total lining st 36 mph

area, 138.62 sa. in 2nd 64 mph

o F 1 Top speed 94 mph

ENGINE: Six cylinder. Bore and stroke, 92.68 |VRes: Firestone F7 6.95 x 14 on Sin. ) dims. (90 WESC #

STEERING: Recirculating ball; 4 turns of steer-

mm x 762 mm, 3048 cc, o.hv., pushrod. Com- . ¥ 0-30 mph 425
pression ratio, 9.2 to 1. Max. power, 126 bhp "4 wheel from lock 10 lock. Turning circle, 0.4C mph 72

f1 P :
a1 4200 tpm. Max. torque, 181 bhp a1 1600 36.51. 050 mph 1013

rpm. Single barrel Stromberg carb. DIMENSIONS: 0.60 mph 14,05 y
TRANSMISSION: Three:speed  column  change, \,A,/:'fflz‘::,.., 3:: 3,: 0 meh 1 12;,0,3;
synchromesh on 2nd and top. Final drive, 3.55 Track (rear) afr. 9in. 40-60 mph Bo(;)a 6‘53
Mph per 1000 rpm n top gear, 20.5. Gear Length 15f1. 84in. Standing quarter-mile, 19.1s
catios, not availsble Width 50 11din. FUEL CONSUMPTION: Range beiween 19 and
Height 4l 9din. 94 miles per gallon. Average on test, 22.22 mpg. .

Ground clearance 7din. fyel tank capacity, 16} gallons

Weight 273ewl. TEST DISTANCE: Start, 2921; finish 3115 speedo
FACTS and FIGURES PRICE OF CAR AS TESTED: $2851; $1001 over- reading. South Auckland/Coromandel Peninsuls

seas funds deposit. area

Y

way out in front - with the look that leads

Long life ..0r shorter life
AC plugs with  plugs with
reqular tip extended tip

Why waste money? The only

spark plugs approved for your Holden HQ
by General Motors engineers are

branded AC, and have standard length tips.
Plugs with extended tips have been
thoroughly tested by GM, but

have been proven to have considerably
shorter life. So stay with the standard

size tips of AC spark plugs, and get the

. . most plug mileage for your money.
Kingswood Sedon

/)
power o move you
7N

new-generation
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‘M-way snooker’
investigation

POLICE have launched an
investigation after c¢laims officers

. played ‘motorway snooker’. The
claims — implying cars are stopped
in the same order as colours are
potted in a game of snooker — have
triggered an internal inquiry within
Devon and Cornwall Police after an
officer allegedly admitted the game
was played by its traffic division.
Motorist John Emslie, 44, was
pulled over while driving his yellow
Alfa Romeo for speeding on the
MS5. He claimed when he asked why
he had been singled out, the officer
told him the game was played on
that stretch by traffic officers trying
to amuse themselves.

ALY Tuesday, August 17, 1999

WHO would be a weather forecaster? When
nature doesn’t do what you expect it‘to,
you always get the blame—as happened in
Australia last month, when forecasters
failed to warn the residents of Sydney they
were about to be hammered by a violent
hailstorm.

Small wonder, then, that the Sno-info
online weather service (www.ski.com.au)
gives this disclaimer in its “Snow Reports”
section: “Forecast Conditions Only. Actual
conditions may vary if the weather does
not follow current official forecasts.”

So true.

New Scientist ® www.newscientist.com
29 May 1999
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TOO NARROW: A truck crash at the Narrows on Thursday
morning hurled a load of soap powder into the Walkato River.

Australia’s losing streak

GAMBLING is “a significant social evil” in
Australia and Prime Minister John Howard is
ashamed at the number of gaming machines in
the country, he said today. He was astonished
that Australia has one-fifth of the world’s slot
machines. A national inquiry found that 82 per
cent of Australians had gambled in 1997/98,
losing nearly £4 billion.
M

. www. thisislondon.com

THURSDAY, 22 JULY, 1999

» CELL TESTERS
* INSTRUMENTS
* SWITCHES

See these _ al No. T99 HIGH RATE DISCHARGE
products at your loouies swesh oot bemmeihly, Fhaeeocsiens
“Wilsonia ™ Stockist.

dial eliminates guesswork. Designed and
built to give relioble readings and to with-
stand rough usage . . . 66/- plus sales tax.

No. ECI AMMETER
and Warning Light
Unit to suit Holdens

For '48.'56 models. Designed to match up with fuel
gauge and speedometer. To fit, merely remove existing
tell-tale 3-light instrument and replace with ECI
matching ammeler with warning-light windows incor-
porated for oil pressure and temperature. Unchanged
night illuminction of dial. Simple wiring instructions
accompany each unit. Price 43/- plus tax.

No. 13B AMMETER, 43/6 PLUS TAX

UNDER-DASH
"UNIVERSAL

ATTACHMENT.

Matching instruments with attractive chrome-plated escut- meter. Oil Gauge comes with flared nut, lamp-holder and
cheon, independent illumination, easily fitted. Lamp-holdaer, self-tapping screws. Easy-to-read figuring In black on white

self-topping screws, wiring instructions included with am- dial, red hand.

4[EF1-HAND IERO AMP
AND VOLT METERS

IGNITION

LOCK vell " maters ot vorlous
4 uses. Con be designed to

SWITCHES aements " ot "momstor.

turers.

CENTRE ZERO

2-position or 3-position. Also avail-

able—ANTI-THEFT SWITCH No K02 AMMETERS B 4, .
(Key removable in both positions), atameties ik, et .AMPER[S.
for use with burglar alarm systems. Yave. QIBHNEE 1 ol send- o

ed ranges in either of two
standard  sizes (2’ and
14"'). Mlustrated is 2'" No.
42 (30-0-30 Amps) . . .
18/6 plus tox.

Hlustrated: No. 202 on-off ignition
switch . . . 20/- plus tax.

“WILSONIA” HD30 INSTRUMENT PANEL ASSEMBLY
TO SUIT FE AND FC HOLDEN — PRICE COMPLETE,
READY TO FIT, £7/10/- PLUS TAX.

Ammeter, oll gougs, tempercture warning light, right arrow
Wndicator. Malntains originol instrument ponel design. Fixing
Is entirely with originol screws and screw-holes. Malches up with
tvel gauge and ipesdometer. Night Illumination as In orlginal
wall. Comes complete with oll Atings, full instructions. FITS
EXACTLY IN POSITION NOW OCCUPIED BY WARNING-LIGHT
UNIT WHICH IT COMPLETELY REPLACES — Any home mechanlc
com lnstol quickly ond easily

PRODUCTS OF

WILSON

MANUFACTURING
PTY. LTD.

C}
§9.61 Goulburn St.,
Sydney o




1999
Transport

Show

©o be held at the
Hewett
School Grounds,
Hall Road, Norwich

WHAT’S
ON

The 1* Portland

STEAM & VINTAGE SHOW
18 & 19 SEPTEMBER 1999

SouTHWELL BUsINESs PARK, PoRTLAND, DORSE
All categories are invited to apply
Organiser: Michael J. Tanner,
Tel: 01305 826477 or Fax: 01305 826286
E-mail: mike.tanner @virgin.net
Show internet site: http://freespace.virgin.net/mike. tanner/show

A NEW SHOW

September 12"

Cars - Motorbikes -
Buses & Trucks - Kit Cars
Classic Cars - Motor Homes
® Trade Stands @
Horse Drawn Carriages
Autojumble
DISPLAYS - COMPETITIONS -
SHOWS - ENTERTAINMEN:I‘ etc.
Enquiries to:

Norfolk Promotions

Tel: 01603 766215

KENSWORTH

YINTAGE & CLASSIC

CARRALLY

SUNDAY 5* SEPTEMBER

(in assoc. with the 750 Motor Club
Championship Event)
DOVEHOUSE LANE, KENSWORTH,
DUNSTABLE, BEDS - | MILE FROM
WHIPSNADE Z0O, 4 MILES FROM J9 OF M1
Awards In All Classes - Souvenir
Plaques For All Pre-Booked Entries
Visitors: Adults £2, Children 50p, Parking Free
AUTOJUMBLE - CHILDRENS ENTERTAINMENT -
REFRESHMENTS - BEER TENT - CRAFT STALLS
FOR MORE DETAILS:

C. Toten (01582) 873460

The 7*" Gamlingay
VILLAGE & CLASSIC CAR SHOW
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 11 AT
Gamlingay Village College (nr. Cambs)
ADMISSION £1.50 - 1pm-5pm
A Good Family Day Out
ENTERTAINMENT - STALLS -
SiDESHOWS - CRAFT STALLS

DAkOTA & SPITFIRE FLY-PAST
(WEATHER PERMITTING)
Vehicle Entries Invited
Enquiries/details from

01767 651449

TAME VALLEY

VINTAGE & CLASSIC
AR CLUB
Future Events:
UPPERMILL SHOW
19™ SEPTEMBER 1999
NEW BRIGHTON SHOW
26™ SEPTEMBER 1999
TAMESIDE SHOW
3R> OCTOBER 1999

For further information
Contact: David Ogden
0161 620 2826

pa g {1000
O U,FORD

01989 150731 or 769191
EPSOM

AUTOJUMBLE

at Epsom|
Racecourse

Grandstand
EPSOM DOWNS, SURREY

i approx 160 indoor stalls

& 40 outdoor pitches

all ground floor access,
ample car parking,

from 10.30am - 4pm,
Stalls & information

M. Allen - Reigate 01737 248202






