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FRONT COVER - Chas Blake and his FE at Brooklands in 1997

COMMITTEE:
CHAIRMAN / ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1JY. Phone. 020 8287 4932. Fax 020 8286 6952.
E-mail: holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY / TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdon House,
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CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4-Date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8

Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p

Tax Disc Holder . 50p

Key Fob L 50p

Cloth Badge ) £7

Tie (Blue) s £8 b

T Shirts (S/M/L/XL) o £6.50 ..Post £1
- £10 ..Post £1

Metal Car Badge

All cheques payabie to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)
NOTE: An arrangement has now been made to accept cheques in AUS$ - Send the

equivalent $ amount to Ken but made out to - N K Drews. the sterling amount will
then be transferred to The Register account.
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please

add postage.

Dear All,

It is with much regret
that | must announce the
sudden death last week of
Chas Blake. Both Marilyn
and myself will miss the
genuine friendship that Chas
offered, and we will, as a
Club miss Chas'’s
dedication, expertise and
support he so willingly gave
to us all Our sincere
thoughts are with the family
at this very sad time. He will
be truly missed.

Please try and make it to
Billing on the 16" of July - it
promises to be a good day
out, If you are bringing your
Holden make sure that the
pink ‘site map’ is visible in
your windscreeen. This will
enable the .marshalls to
direct you to the Holden
stand. There isn’'t any need
to book as there is usually
plenty of room on our plot.

| expect those of you who
are overseas are wondering
why we put up with the
highest petrol prices in the
world, with 80% of the price
made up of tax. Yes, I'm
wondering too! but there is a
growing backlash  which
fortunately isn't doing the
government much good at
the moment. The first move
is a boycott of petrol stations
on the 1% August. We will
have to see how successful
this is. Apart from buying
less, which isn't an option
for most people, | don't
know what other action can
be taken. Until the next
election that is!

Regards

Q/\
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How to get to Billing Aquadrome

The park is situated on the A45, east of Northampton,
approximately 7 miles from exit 15 on the M1 Motorway
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LETIERS = LETIERS = LETTERS

DARWIN, NORTHERN TERRITORY
Darwin is the most Northerly capital, it is a

modern thriving city, having the highest popu-

lation growth of any Australian capital.
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P.O. Box 131, Berrimah, Darwin 5788 Northern Territory
» Photography by Wayne Zerbe
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Law enforcers in the Middle
Eastand the US are booking
Holden. Paul Gover reports

helping to chase bad guys in the
Middle East and America.

More than 1000 fully-equipped Holden
Commodore police cars have been ordered
for service in Saudi Arabia, and Holden is
also hoping to ship around 300 cars to the
US before the end of the year.

The red-and-white Saudi cruisers are
mostly V6-powered with standard air-
conditioning and airbags, but some have
been ordered with a Holden high-
performance pack including a V8 engine,
alloy wheels and sports suspension.

The American cars will all be V8s, using
the US-made 5.7-litre motor now fitted to
the Commodore, provided Holden gets the
go-ahead for full-scale police sales.

“We're going to evaluate it and see if we
can do it,” Holden executive director of
sales and marketing Ross McKenzie says.
“In the meantime we're charging on in the
Middle East.”

He says demand for Commodore cop cars
exploded following a 50-car trial in the
United Arab Emirates last year. One of the
cars had been taken to the US by an
independent dealer from Georgia. He dem-
onstrated it in Florida and took 300 firm
police orders,

“It's serious.business. He wants 300 now

A USTRALIAN police cars will soon be

Herald Sun, Wednesday, April 19, 2000

nised the potential for a Commo-
dore police car in the US. after
seeing the first left-hand-drive
export Commodores at Fisher-
mans Bend last year.

The Middle East business is
already booming, with police cars
headed to Abu Dhabi and the
Emirates, in addition to Saudi.

~This is the first serious order
we've had. It's 1220 cars,” McKen-
zie says.

“They've asked us for another
450 straight away. But we’re start-
ing to struggle.

“I don’t know how the hell we're
going to build them because we're
building everything we can.”

He says the Saudi police are also
considering a smaller fleet of
Statesmans.

“They've got two long-
wheelbase cars for evaluation be-
cause they like them as well.”

Just the ticket: one of the Holden Commodore
police cars bound for Saudi Arabia.

and 1000 next year, for sure,” McKenzie
says.

The Commodore is being snapped up hy
police forces which can't find a big, fast rear-
wheel-drive police cruiser anywhere else in
the General Motors catalogue.

It could easily take over from the Chevro-
Jet Caprice, which was killed by GM in a
decision that handed the police business to
the lumbering Ford Crown Victoria,

Even GM chairman Jack Smith recog-

The police car order is the latest
export success for Holden, which
has built a huge following in the
Middle East.

The company delivered 1500 long-
wheclbase cars last month, expects to sell
more than 20,000 Chevrolet-badged Hol-
dens in total this year, and is getting ready
for a new sales push with the high-
performance Commodores from Holden
Special Vehicles.

“The export content is just phenomenal.
It's serious business,” McKenzie says.

“We're going across for HSV next month.
It will be interesting to see how that goes.”

www.news.com.atu
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By ANDREW MacLEAN

viding a smile bigger than
Luna Park than a big-bore V8.

From the side of the road, the
GTS sounds like it means business.

But it sounds even better from
driver's seat.

If you can ignore the wild and
wacky red leather interior, then the
HSV GTS s all about fun.

‘The engine is brutally cool. It has
enough torque to cruise around
town at just over idle speeds, sip-
ping on the fuel tank like it was a
vodka martini.

Or it can howl all the way to its
6000rpm redline, where a dash-
mounted warning light (lashes, and
chug down the premium unleaded
like a bunch of boys at an 18th
birthday party.

Whichever way you drive, the
GTS is an impressive piece of ma-
chinery. As a boulevard cruiser, it
rides the bumps and potholes bet-
ter than the stiffer ClubSport R8,
has a bass-pumping stereo system
and looks mean enough to turmn
heads.

N OTHING comes close to pro-

As a driver’s car, il performs even
better. The engine is smoother,
more powerful and sounds better
than any other Holden V8 before it.

The new rear suspension set-up,
combined with the Hydratrak diff,
makes it easier to control through
the twisty blacktop. And, though
the steering is a bit vague, the GTS
has heaps of front-end grip.

The pizza-sized brakes are the
best bit, with enough power to pull
the bitumen off the road and your
eyes out of their sockets.

Best ever: the eight-cylinder GTS is an impressive piece of machinery.

While the exterior looks classy
and subtle, HSV have gone over the
top inside the cabin, and that's the
only major drawback

You could Jive with it, but you'd
rather not. A little more class,

rather than brass, would be better.

suited.

Otherwise, the GTS is the best
car HSV has ever built. It's also the
most expensive, but who ecares
when you wear a smile on your dial
24 hours a day.

Herald Sun, Friday. March 17, 2000
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THE TRAX FJ HOLDEN SPECIA:L"S_E_I_)AN

A LARGE, 1:24 SCALE MODEL

In May 1995, Robert Hill of TOP-GEAR, model makers of
Granville, Sydney, rang me and requested to meet as he had
something to discuss with me regarding our FJ Holden.

That day, Robert came to our house and we had a lengthy
discussion about a new project he wished to undertake. The project
involved the making of a larger scale model of the FJ Holden, never
before undertaken. After much discussion Robert left with a big smile
on his face, | had agreed to be involved in Top-Gear’s project.

Beginning in May 1995 and released in May 1998, three years
of hard work from Top-Gear and several others, Robert Hill, Frank
Tregelas from Top-Gear, model sculptor Tony Hanna, several
photographers and of course the FJ and |.

The first undertaking was to do engineering photographs of the
side, front, rear and underside of the FJ. This work was carried out in
our backyard and on the hoist at Fletcher's Automotives in Blacktown.
Thanks to Barry Fletcher, the hoist made life a lot easier for doing the
undercarriage, a major piece of the project. When all the photographs
were completed the real work then began, scaling down all the
correct measurements to the 1:24 scale.

With this work completed, the next step involved Tony Hanna
with soft balsa wood and resin in hand. Tony would sit for hours in
our backyard, the real FJ in front of him, cutting and shaping his balsa
model. When Tony thought he was near the mark, Robert, Frank and

—



Tony would be back in our yard comparing Tony’s work with the REAL
FJ. Frank was very hard to please, with his “It's not bulbous enough!”
cry heard throughout the neighbourhood.

As time went by Frank was right. The shape of the FJ was not
easy to copy at all. In fact when the first drafts went to China for
casting, then came back, the project was nearly shelved. The
Chinese craftsmen had no idea at all of the shape of the FJ Holden,
and the results were not encouraging. Robert went to China to sort
out the problems, staying in Hong Kong and travelling in and out of
China each day. Thankfully the Chinese toolmakers eventually got it

right.

Final shapings have to be correct before the metal dies are
made, otherwise the diecast is no good at all. This stage is crucial, as
at this point a lot, and | mean A Lot of money has been invested in
the project and there is no turning back from this point on.

From this point on things began to move along very nicely,
more travelling back and forth to China for Robert and Frank. Robert
supervised all the casting, packaging and anything else to do with the
making of this model. Then Robert returned back home in March
1997 to show all involved with the project something that | can only
describe as superb. The first diecast was the result and it was great

too.

“Rebirth of a Legend”, the new TRAX FJ Holden Special
Sedan model in 1:24 scale took the model collecting community of

Australia by surprise.

However, | must admit, | was the first to ask “Why black?".
Robert answered “It will sell. Everyone likes a black FJ". As time
passed, he was proven right, with only a few hundred left out of ten
thousand made at this time.

The public release of a model of this stature is a big job, enter
Catheryn Irvine, who, as were Frank and Robert, is an old Matchbox
models employee. The public and media release was designed to
revolve around the heritage of the Holden motor vehicle as well as
that of the new FJ Holden model.
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On the 26™ May 1998, a fine and sunny day, a collection of
Holdens from the 48/215 to the VT Commodore met at the Sydney

Cricket Ground Gold Members carpark. The cars involved
representatives from several car clubs. The 48&FJ Holden Owners
Club was represented proudly by three cars on the day. Bevis Apps’s
48/215 led the motorcade, our FJ following Bevis and Tom Delaney's
FJ was displayed on the forecourt at Bilsons Resturant, Circular Quay,
the destination of the motorcade.

The media, both television and print, were out in force for the
journey through the streets of Sydney. | was lucky enough to have
Fred James and Jack Rawnsley on board our FJ. Both of these
gentlemen were involved in the making of the very first Holden Motor
Cars, under Chief Engineer Russ Begg. Jack went to the United
States on 20" July, Fred around the same time, 1945. Both men
worked all their lives with Holdens and are now in their mid eighties,
though you wouldn'’t think so, both men enjoying good health.

As the motorcade passed through the streets of Sydney, the
lunchtime crowds showed that they certainly appreciated all the
Holdens. It was a great thing to be involved in.

Three long years of involvement with this project has taught
me something of what is involved in the making of such a model as
the 1:24 scale FJ Holden, | must say it was great. | feel very
privileged to have been a part of this project and the public release of
this great piece of Australian History in miniature.

Dennis Gardner M.307
48 & FJ HOLDEN OWNERS CLUB OF NSW INCORPORATED

REPLY POST:

Parramatta NSWV 2124,

Australia’s « }
1:43 scale

FAX (02) 9637 0751

a day, 7 days a week.

Address envelope to: Reply Paid
5300, Top Gear, Locked Bag 5300,

for credit card orders - 24 hours
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BUYING

The new Practical Classics is
packed with essential buying
info, plus the price guide used
by insurance companies

RESTIE;RING

The new Practical Classics has
more restoration features to give
you the confidence to tackle work
on your own car

3!
ENJOYING

The new Practical Classics has
more about enjoying life with
your classic once you have
bought or restored it

MORE CARS, MORE ON BUYING,

MORE ON NOSTALGIA, MORE
FEATURES AND MORE LIFE

ON SALE AT YOUR NEWSAGENTS NOW!

Some of our long standing members
may remember the1960 FB pictured
above in 1991 at Duxford aerodrome
The owner, Roo Carslake, is now in
Australia, but his fiancée would like to
sell the car before she moves out to
Aus. | haven't seen the car recently
but | believe it is in pretty good
condition, having been garaged and
looked after but not used much in the
last few years. She hasn't set a price
but will consider any offers. But is
prepared to ship it back to Aus, if
there is no interest.

Telephone; Jo Blakemore in Norfolk
on; 01842 879415

HOLDEN 6eyl 2,250cc
TORANA SL 1970

Automatic, low mileage, bare metal, re paint,
_re.con engine, éx original condition, rare car,
need space hence

£1,750 ono TEL: 01725 552860
354427,
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Q\o°°% | Typogravphical hiccups

@ Sécrétary Sarah Dell typed and posted a letter to the number one

client of West End carpet dealer Malcolm B Brook explaining that,
‘Mr and Mrs Brook would love to hate you for dinner whenever you

and your wife are freed.

® A Sunday Times advert offered for sale a character house in
‘Merthyr Terrace, Barnes, ‘only seven miles walk from the Tube’.

@ TNT magazine, in a report on an autumn art exhibition, noted that,
*‘Mr Harry Eccleston is president of the Royal Society of Painters-
Etchers and at night is Mrs Neil Walter, wife of the acting New
Zealand High Commissioner in London.

@ Lewisham Borough’s Outlook magazine enthusiastically announced
a new set of week-long courses at Lewisham Leisure Centre with ‘all
‘but one containing sex sessions’.

@ The Financial Times published an advert requesting applications to
become a ‘chartered alcoholic to develop a new computer systemat

our top City firm’.

+ WE SYMPATHISE with Peter Swanson, owner
. of a pub in the Pilbara region of Western

16

Australia, who became concerned last
month when a large Nexus Transport truck
plastered with radioactive warning sym-
bols pulled up outside. He became even
more concerned when the driver jumped
out and said: “Were do you want

the beer, mate?”

The truck, apart from delivering
food and drink supplies to the area,
was also carrying two tonnes of
processed material from Rio Tinto’s
Kintyre uranium deposit.

“It didn’t look right, itjust didn’t
look right,” said Swanson.

Rio Tinto and Western Aus-
tralia’s Health Minister John Day
insisted that there was no health
risk. “There are international
standards in transporting radio-
active matter and Nexus Transport
has met them,” a spokesman for
Day said.

We are sure that this is correct.

Even so, we can’t help wondering
if this might be the start of a new
trend in antipodean machismo:
“Real men drink radioactive beer.”

11 December 1999 New Scientist

ES mag/azérié's e-mail address is:
es.magazine@standard.co.uk

The Evening Standard website address is:

http://www.thisislondon.com

TALKING of headlines, here is a strange
one from a recent issue of the The Wall
Street Journal. “Coke Formally Names
Daft Chairman, CEO,” the Journal
announced on its front page. One had
to read the article to discover that
what this meant was that Coca-Cola
has appointed Douglas Daft as its
chairman and chief executive.

And how about this from our old
friend the Edinburgh Evening News
(see Feedback, 4 March)? A recent
story about a reduction in funding for
a children’s hospital was headlined
“Sick kids to be cut in half”, with
the sub-heading “Children’s beds
slashed”.

25 March 2000 New Scientist

WHAT’S
ON
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Bl JULY 291 & 30T

Gates Open 10am to Spm

Over 2,000 Vintage/Classic Vehicles - Cars, Commercials, ex-
Military, Tractors, M/cycles, Steam & Stationary Engines,
Historic Caravans, plus exhibits of Models & Bygones.
Antique & Collectors, Toy & Train Fair, Automobilia,
Autojumble, Craft & Trade stalls. Old Tyme Fair, Organs,
Helicopter Rides, Trips in Vintage Buses, Silver band, Street
Entertainers, Arena Events, catering/bar facilities,
and many other attractions

Entrance: Aduits £5,

m@ accompanying under 14’s FREE » B o=
THE 'S unique histori Py . ;

road, aircraft & ag ~ tog one "
in the world

of the g and most P

Don't miss the famous
ALFORD CAVALCADE
Vintage Vehicle Show

SUNDAY 23 JULY

World Premiere appearance of the
HANDCOCK STEAM CARRIAGE,
Scottish Built vehicle theme led by

the WORLDS OLDEST

SENTINEL STEAM WAGGON,

Battle of Britain Memonal Flypast
(subject to operational conditions),
Motorcycle Stunt Riding by
Kevin Carmichael
Over 200 vintage vehicles
An action packed family day out!
GRAMPIAN TRANSPORT
MUSEUM, ALFORD

For more information,

TEL: 019755 62292

or www.gtm.org.uk

ALl enauiriEs: RecaL Fairs - 01452 500880 or MosiLe 0411 905510

~ DOUBLELLCLUB
SUSSEX CLASSIC &

VINTAGE SHOW

Opens 10am daily

at Brinsbury Estate, North of Pulborough on A29
onSat 22nd & Sun 23rd July 2000

Entries are invited for all types of vehicles incl Steam - Military
Motor Cycles - Tractors - Stationery engines.
Autojumble « Trade - Collectables - Craft Stalls
Adults £4/0AP £3/Child &1

Further Details Tel 01730 816443 |
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Eddie Ford Publications Pty Ltd,
29 Lyons St, Newstead Vic 3462.
. PHONE 03 5476 2212 9AM-5PM
HOLDEN FAX 03 5476 2592 ALL HOURS

PARTS AND SERVICES

Media can access Holden Media Online at http:/media.holden.com.au

m Holden Ltd. 241 Salmon Street All correspondence to:
ACN 006 893 232 Port Melbourne GPO Box 1714 Melbourne
Victoria Australia Victoria Australia 3001

HE)- RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE

www.hsv.com.au i
Holden Special Vehicles, Senator Drive AUSTRALIA S LONGEST
Clayton Business Park 1508 Centee Road RUNNING OLD CAR

Clayton Vie 3168
Phone (03) 9265 9500 MAGAZlINE.
Fax (03) 9205 9555 First published in 1973 covering

original vehicles from the start of
the motor car to the 1970's

ONF. YEAR (6 issues) & TWO
YEAR (12 issues)
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE.
MOST BACK ISSUES ST11L1
AVAIIABLE.

Write, Phone or Fax for details to:
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS

HELPING YO KNOW MORE ABOUT YOUR HOLDEN

A.C.N. 005 272 015

reduces fuel consumption and exhaust emissions.

STAN BENNETT

The ECOmmodore is a full-sized family car that dramatically

Rare Spares Pty. Lid. 48 & FJ Holden Research
P.O. Box 10 Ph: (02) 627 1304
Mail Delivery Centre

Lot 54 Wellington St. Vineyard (Sydney)
somerton P.O. Box 200, Riverstone NSW Austialis 2765
Victoria 3062
Australia VISA Accepted
Phone -  From UK:00 613 9305 4000 (Switchboard)
Fax - From UK: 00 613 9305 3520

e-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

10OLDEN
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