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FRONT COVER - The latest in pickups the 'UTEster' - 5.7 litre

COMMITTEE:
CHAIRMAN / ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1JY. Phone. 020 8287 4932. Fax 020 8286 6952.

E-mail: holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY / TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron House,
111 Charles Street, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 2HW.
Phone/Fax 0164 669 2254 E-mail: cawdronhardy1@yahoo.co.uk
EDITOR / PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER.  Position Vacant
The Register is recognised by Holden Ltd
The Club is an Associate Member of the Vauxhall Bedford Opel Association (VBOA)
Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above
Technical Adviser : Patrick Hemphill. Phone; 01787 282307

E-mail: Patrick@prhemphill.freeserve.co.uk

Club Website: http://www.geocities.com/ikiloh

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4-Date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8

Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p

Tax Disc Holder £ 50p

Key Fob 2 50p

Cloth Badge m T

Tie (Blue) = £8 o

T Shirts (S/M/L/XL) 2 £6.50 ..Post £1

Metal Car Badge - £10 ..Post £1

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)

NOTE: An arrangement has now been made to accept cheques in AUS$ - Send the

equivalent $ amount to Ken but made out to - N K Drews. the sterling amount will
then be transferred to The Register account.

Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please

add postage.

Hi All,

As you will see from the
enclosed it is that time of
the year again. Time to
renew your membership.
The amount is unchanged
at just £10 for the UK
members and £13 for those
overseas.

Could our members in
Europe note that
Eurocheques have been
withdrawn and can no
longer be accepted.

When we receive your
renewal this year you will
be sent, totally free, a
binder for you copies of the
Holden Business, each one
will hold 12 copies (2
years).

If you would like extra
binders they are available
from the club for £6.
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You will know from the
press that as a result of
foot and mouth restrictions
many events throughout the
country have been
cancelled. This of course
affects motoring shows as
well, so before setting out
to any advertised event it is
worth checking it's currrent
status. The All Vauxhall
event at Billing on 15" July
is unaffected so try and
come along and meet some
of the other members.

Regards

Ken ./_///



LETTERS - LETTERS - LETTERS

Global Automotive Products Ltd
Unit 9 The Homeground
Buckingham Industrial Park
Q NICY Heat. Buckingham MK18 1UH
20 Ronloon @d. ' Tel 01280 821736
Fax 01280 812580

(A -3-0)\ Tolwofth «

Help Line 0906 302 3022

email: guy@gap-uk.fsnet.co.uk
S\M ) www.gapsecurity.co.uk
K16 7T :
o020 ¥3AI HEZ | 7 April 2001.
Following successful pilot trials with a number of classic car clubs including
QW \f<2//\— . ‘ XR Owners, Porsche GB and Audi Quattro, GAP Security are extending
1 encloze. an ost |QLQ_ \Co\’ \’\O\dp,(\ BLV\S_,\_Q,SS d invitations to all UK car clubs to join their unique partnership.
FX’O({\ Aruko o - 2-0\ . AUASO L S VSSUR By referring your members to Gap Security for car alarms, immobilisers qnd
i t w tracking systems your club will be paid a commission on all referrals resulting
o Roba® on e Holden psv GTS . In in a sale.
FQM ‘o‘ﬂi—} G Soenle LnkRy )‘Stm\() FO”QtS The offer is open to all your club members who want security systems installed
Sod &S 55 H@]d&,\ HsSy T8 ool to either their cherished cars or family cars.
bean PQ:\\S'be,fQé\ Coneh \OQ\I\\QJKE' A Brikola p Current Club Commissions.
Cmbktj Dok oul RS C Hddgj\ M Thatcham Category 2 Immobilisers £20.00
, \ ! [ 3 Thatcham 2 to 1 Upgrades £30.00
on Tha UX , O\ o NCM'{P“-P tonshue . O Thatcham Category 1 Alarms & Immobilisers  £35.00
e B CMﬁ\\O«Y\SM and o0 WA L_enokare . Basic Tracing Systems £25.00

Buk HoN i end of Al tha ol ho Advanced Tracking Systems £50.00

F m q 659_/\):3 _,]/M ey oASG M g Commissions paid monfhly.
e , (3%
Sr JOAS Y ’C/\\S\ \)\,?QL[/\Q LCA‘ SOJJL N b}\Q In turn your members will benefit with significant discounts off their orders.

For example up to £50.00 off the RRP for Immobilisers and up to £75.00 off

UK Lacludeng & B-XL  GTS CoupR and the RRP of Thatcham Cat 1 Alarm systems.
6 ‘ O X)\\P GTS- (2 - M)\ '\U)V\/\S oS S . There’s no catch. The scheme works by savings on Gap's usual advertising
grok for Pk Haoden b ua costs.

Gap Security are VSIB Accredited and also have a Help Line for fast track
solutions with vehicle security and provide a nationwide mobile vehicle security
installation service.

To join our partnership, just complete the “fax-back” form

ﬂM Suw.cuﬁtj



(ENGINEWISE)

3 Venture Business Park, Gilbey Road, Grimsby, DN31 2UW
Tel: +44 (0) 1472 347400; Fax: +44 (0) 1472 267647
E-mail: [firstname.lastname]@enginewise.co.uk

21 March 2001

Holden UK Register
Cawdron House
111 Charles Street
MILFORD HAVEN
SA73 2HW

RESTORING AND PROTECTING ENGINES
Dear Secretary

As the Secretary of Holden UK Register you will know the frustrations and problems
associated with renovating engines and keeping them in good condition when they
are not in regular use.

The ENGINEWISE range of easy-to-use products described in the catalogue
enclosed has been developed specially to help motoring enthusiasts overcome
many of these problems, particularly those caused by high levels of humidity - “the
enemy within". You can obtain tips on "best practice” by visiting .
www.enginewise.co.uk. If the enclosed technical article would be useful as the bgsns
for a piece in your club magazine, ask your editor to contact us for a version on disc.

Meet the ENGINEWISE team at the following shows:

21st International Classic Motorcycle Show
Stafford County Showground, 14 & 15 April, 2001
Kit Car Show
Stoneleigh, 6 & 7 May, 2001
Kit Car Show

Newark, 16 & 17 June, 2001
National Restoration Show
National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, 28 October, 2001

We shall be happy to develop customised proposals to benefit your members anc!
for your Committee to consider without obligation - a list of ideas is attached. Copies
of the ENGINEWISE catalogue and order form/price list for your Committee are also
enclosed. Additional copies are available on request.

Yours sincerely
e
=

Paul Prince
Managing Director

Enginewise is a trade mark of PP Innovations Limited,
a Company registered in England and Wales, Company No. 4087481

Almost any 'enclosed’ system where the vapours can be reasonably well
contained lends itself to the use of V2K Oil. The space does not have to be
completely sealed. The enclosure will ‘breathe’ with changes in temperature.
Allowance is made for this in the formulation, which contains a supply of
vapour phase inhibitors sufficient to saturate approximately two million times
its own volume. V2K Qil oOperates by the gradual evaporation of the corrosion
inhibitor chemicals from the oil. These fill the enclosed spaces and render
harmless any moisture present.

Other uses for this oil additive are in the protection of emergency equipment
and standby machinery such as generators, pumps, winding and lifting
equipment, emergency vehicles and marine equipment. V2K Qil eliminates
the need for "de-preserving" procedures - availability is instant. V2K Oil is also
invaluable for preserving equipment in seasonal use only, such as agricultural
machinery, lawn mowers, sporting and leisure items.

In summary, V2K Oil is easily and simply applied and offers the minimum
opportunity for operator error. The nature of the vapour-phase inhibitors
means there is no need to ensure that parts are covered to achieve effective
protection; but it does contain surface contact inhibitors for extra protection.
V2K Qil works effectively on its own and tests have shown that good
protection is obtained when V2K Qil is blended at levels as low as 2 to 5%
with other lubricants or fuels.

V2K QOil is available by mail order in a 125 m| container with a spout applicator
and user instructions from Enginewise, a company established to provide
innovative, easy-to-use and cost effective renovation and protection products
for owners of classic vehicles. Other products in the Enginewise range include
Engine Dehydration Kits, Workshop Dehydration Kits, Engine Closure Kits,
Industrial-grade Barrier Rugs and Heavy-duty Maintenance Wipes. You can
write, telephone, fax or e-mail for their catalogue or view their web site at
www.enginewise.co.uk

Enginewise, 3 Venture Business Park, Gilbey Road, Grimsby, DN31 2UW.
Tel: 01472 347400; Fax: 01472 267647; e-mail: enquiries @ enginewise.co.uk

' BS 1133 section 19

2 Statistics for the years 1961 to 1990 published by the Met. Office and which can be viewed at
www.metofﬁce.gov.uk/climate/uk/averages
The test method is detailed at www.enginewise.co.uk

NOTE TO THE EDITOR
About 750 words, February 2001,
Please contact me if you wish to have a disc in PC format with this article in .doc,
and illustrations of a fuel tank and of the V2K Oil container in .jpg

Further information is available from:

Paul Prince
ENGINEWISE
3 Venture Business Park, Cilbey Road, Grimsby, DN31 2UW
Tel: 01472 347400 Fax: 01472 267647
paul.prince @enginewise.co.uk
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HOLDEN

1 March 2001 Media Release

HOLDEN’S STREET SMART UTEster™
RAISES THE ROOF

1 March 2001, Melbourne International Motor Show:
Today Holden unveiled a show-stunner — the unique UTEster™ sports coupe concept. As the
name implies, it's a vivid evolution of the Holden Ute theme — created by young designers and

loaded with urban cool.

Finished in bright Marque Yellow with contrasting Jet Black accents, the UTEster™ has a
removable glass roof, a rear window that slides out of sight and a tonneau cover with twin
aero forms that echo traditional sports car styling cues. Everything about the Holden

UTEster™, from its 19" alloy wheels — five-spoke, in satin finish Titan Silver ~ to its smoke

tinted roof, split twin exhausts and custom-designed cabin, excites the eye.

Like the Sandman panel van that was such a crowd-puller at the 2000 Sydney Motor Show
premiere, the UTEster™ began life as a series of sketches penned by a member of Holden’s
youthful and talented design team. Inspired by the Roadster and Speedster tags given to
other sports-oriented GM models, senior designer Peter Hughes — who led the project — also

gave the UTEster™ its unique name.

“It was an attention-grabber from the start, not least because we could see it had the practical
potential to become a niche production vehicle,” says Holden’s Executive In Charge of
Design, Michael Simcoe. “While this model is a one-off show special, there's a reasonable
chance that the UTEster™ could appear in Holden dealer showrooms, pending the result of a
feasibility study currently under way. If that happens, it will become the only production

vehicle of its kind anywhere in the world,” he said.

The UTEster's™ interior is equally as individual as the exterior. The bold black and yellow
theme continues, repeated in the seat trim — Anthracite leather edged in yellow leather
A2

Metbourne (03) 9647 Hil
Sydney (02) 9855 6333
Adelaide (08) 8282 811t

Facsimile (O3) 9647 1997

241 Salmon Street
Port Melbourne
Victoria Australia

All correspondence to:
GPO Box 1714 Melbourne
Victoria Australia 3001

Holden Ltd
ACN 006 893 232

D

baseball stitching — the contoured yellow bulkhead wall, high-gloss centre console and door
trims highlighted by yellow armrests and storage pockets.

The UTEster's™ instrument panel and steering wheel are finished in Anthracite leather and
the controls and instrumentation feature satin finish Titan Silver detailing. Luxury custom-fitted
extras include an Alpine entertainment system with DVD/VCD/CD, LCD monitor, remote
control, 12" sub-woofer, eight additional speakers and flip-down storage between the seats.
Brake, clutch and accelerator pedals are machined aluminium.

Practical matters are not forgotten. The high-gloss, body-coloured aero decklid is a split fold
design, lockable and with remote release. The front section, finished in matching yellow,

opens to accommodate the UTEster's™ removable glass roof, and the cargo bed takes a full-
length load.

Powered by a 5.7 litre GEN Il engine matched to 6-speed manual transmission, the

UTEster™, is an evolution of Holden’s all-new Ute SS.

UTEster™ FEATURE HIGHLIGHTS

Mechanical

5.7 litre GEN I V8 engine, producing 225 kW of power @ 5,200 rpm
6 speed manual transmission

4 wheel Harrop disc brakes

Anti-lock braking system (ABS)

Independent Rear Suspension (IRS)

Sports Tuned Suspension

Limited Slip Differential

Power Steering

Split Twin Exhaust System

Safety/Security

Driver and passenger airbags
Pyrotechnic seat belt pre-tensioners
Anti-submarining seat ramps
Automatic collision engine shut down
Encoded remote key

Engine Immobiliser

Dual stage unlocking

Remote deadlocking

Remote decklid release
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Comfort/Convenience

Quick release seats for rear access

Power side and rear windows

Lift out glass roof

Steering wheel with height and reach adjust
Electric driver’s seat height and tilt function.
Air conditioning

Cruise control

Headlamps auto off function

Rear window demister

Exterior

Marque Yellow exterior with Jet Black and glass cockpit
19" alloy wheels and low profile tyres

Harrop brakes with jet black calipers, UTEster™ graphic
Exclusive Aztec charcoal headlamp treatment

Aero two piece decklid with roof storage bin

Unique rear facia

Race bred aluminium fuel filler

Sports front facia

Lower sports body kit

Foglamps

Power antenna

Interior

Jet black interior theme with body colour flow-through

Black leather sports seats with yellow leather baseball stitching

Black leather instrument panel with high gloss facia and Titan silver accents
Black leather steering wheel

Unique UTEster™ instrumentation

Machined aluminium pedals

Alpine entertainment system with DVD/VCD/CD,

LCD monitor, remote control, 12" sub woofer and 8 additional speakers
Body colour door inserts and rear bulkhead

Rear oddments bins

Flip down CD and DVD storage between the seats

For further information, contact:

Amanda Webb

(03) 9647-1395

amanda.webb @holden.com.au

Media can access Holden Media Online at http://media.holden.com.au

sparesHQ

5™ March 2001
Dear Sir.

I would like to inform you of a new website that may be of interest to you and your
fellow club members. 1t is called SparesHQ.com.

The site has been designed primarily for the sale of quality new car parts at prices
rarely seen in the UK. using a unique intelligent parts look up data base, which
covers most car sold in the UK. for the last thirty years. Also there is a free easy to
enter monthly competition and more importantly to you, we have a forum designed
for the car enthusiast, where likeminded enthusiasts can post up messages.

The forum is divided into five main sections.
Technical help - Posting up of messages for help fixing your car.

Garage and workshop locator - where garages can be recommended or you can post
a message for help from another forum user to recommend a garage in your area.

Obsolete parts locator — which has two sections, looking for an obsolete part or
obsolete parts for sale.

Car clubs and events section - which sub-divides into the post a link to your car club
web site, the post a message about an event or show your club is organizing and also a
section where you can post links or messages about a well run event or show you have
attended.

SparesHQ.com chat — where you can tell us and other forum users what you like and
dislike about SparesHQ,com and also ideas where we can improve the
SparesHQ.com site.

Please find enclosed a SparesHQ.com press release along with some leaflets that will
hopefully give you and your club members a better flavour of what Spareshq.com is
all about, even better log on and start posting your messages today.

I hope this has been of some interest to you and your members.

Yours Ed Light.

Spares HQ Limited
4 Aztec Row, Berners Road, Islington, London, N1 OPW 1
Email: sales@spareshq.com 1



EZZZE Dave Morley ,

HAT has a load area larger

than the average backyard,

s wider than most B-roads

and can carry hall a ton of
s0il at Mach 37 Meet the Maloo.

While Brilzin has been drowning in
freezing rain aver the past few months,
the Australians have enjoyed soaring
temperalures. And it seems lo have
gone lo their heads,

For a starl, they decided to build a
pick-up based on their version of the
Vauxhall Omega. Not content vith that,
the griffin's sister outfit down under,
Holden, opened up the engine bay and
crammed in a 5.7-liire V8 taken from a
Corvette. But it still wasn't convinced
that the car\ s wild enough, so it
was given 1o *performance modifier,
Holden Specia* Vehicles (HSV), to raise
the horsennvgr. reduce the payload
and render il @ore or less useless as
a work vehicle. The result is the Maloo,

Maloo pick-up is based on an
Omega saloon and has a
5.7 Chevy engine

E¥3 AUTD EXPRESS 4 April 2001

Ford F150 Lightning

Engine: 5.4 litre V8, 360bhp
Unigue points: Supercharged
performance, huge payload
Price: £40,000 estimated

Leather uphol:

named alter the aboriginal for thunder,
and il's heading for the UK. The Chevy
engine is retuned to deliver 340bhp
and there's the choice of a four-speed
automatic or six-speed manual 'box.
Forget all about the pick-up body,
though, because it's not the point of
the Maloo. It's all about power over-
sleer, awesome acceleration and a

yis

road presence that BMW M3 owners
can only dream of. It will show its tail-
gate to 80 per cent of whatever else is
out there, with 0-60mph taking around
six seconds. Even if you are driving
something faster, the rumbling sound
of the Maloo will probably shock you
nearly as much as its speed.

Its dimensions mean the Maloo is’

not going to handle with sports car
precision or balance. The steering

is fifeless and it leans heavily on its
outside front tyre through turns, the
result of having all the weight sus-
pended over the front wheels, But the
size of the tyres guarantees the Holden
enough grip to be trustworthy in the
dry at least, and it feels stable on the
test track even at crazy speeds.
HSV's UK agent GIV has already
ordered 10 Maloos, which are currently
in a ship on their way here.
Once they arrive, GIV will put
price tags of £36,635 on
the windscreens, while opt-
ing for the Dynamic Pack,
which includes stronger
brakes, sport

as an option. The tuned V8 unit from a Corvette produces 340bhp

010
ENPRESS
ONLY a country which is home to
the kangaroo and koala could
come up with a car like the
Maloo. Essentially a Vauxhall
Omega with a pick-up body and
tuned 5.7-litre Gorvette engine,
it's one of the wildest machines
on the road. But despite the odd
ingredients, the Maloo works
reasonably well. And it's worth
driving it to see the faces of
sports car owners as you leave
them in your rear view mirror.

At a glance

and leather seats, adds
£1990. In cost tenms, that
puls the Maloo halfway
between a commercial vehicle
and a supercar. How appropriate. @

W Powered by HSV-tuned
5.7-litre 340bhp Chevy engine
8 Imported to the UK by GIV Ltd
(01908 262623

13
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Holden revs up economy

AUSTRALIA would be $5.2 billion bet-
ter off because of Holden’s new V6
engine plant launched yesterday.

Turning the first sod at the Holden
plant in Port Melbourne, Premier Steve
Bracks said the $400 million plant was
expected to bring in $450 million in
export revenue for Victoria.

Mr Bracks said the $35 million first

By FAY BURSTIN

Australia won the engine manufactur-
ing tender from competition around the
world. Victoria was selected after a
bidding war with South Australia.

Mr Bracks said he had urged Prime
Minister John Howard to support Vic-
toria’s bid.

stage of the plant, to be built on land
%e;r(l% t@ﬁ‘é‘%ﬁgﬁesﬁ tg%@‘fﬂ?;’}},‘%“: to ensure Victoria’s bid was competitive.
1t \;vas expected to generate about “We want to see ourselves as the 0\
' 8000 jobs in the wider community over centre for manufacturing excellence in ¢ (
i the next four years. the Asia-Pacific region,” he said. J(

‘ 4l
Falcon woes push ’
Ford into the red

to the weakness of the Australian
dollar against the yen.
In contrast, Holden made a
necar-record profit of not threaten the company's

He congratulated the unions on helping

e

Statesman back end in it,
for the disc brakes. “l also got

the housing strained up and put an under-

brace on the bottom, from then until now,
no problems. Except, perhaps for the wheel
bearings, but that is from me overloading it.”
So when is he selling the milestone car?
I'm not allowed to,” he laughs. "My kids
won't let me. They want to keep it. My son’s
got eyes on the motor and my daughter
wants the gas conversion.” Chris reckons the
car is nearly ready for an easier life — a spot

in the garage as his second car.

Ford Australia completed a dis-
appointing year for the local car
industry - when it unveiled a
$16.1 million loss for 2000 — its
first loss for seven years.

The result reflected a sudden,
sharp downturn in sales and
margins in the last quarter

"

ife that hasn't understood the

caused by the weak Agstralian
dollar and heated competition
between Holden and Toyom for
market leadership.

Another major factor was a
reduction in the already disap-
pointing sales of the contro-
versial AU Falcon series. Sales of
the Falcon and its various deriva-
tives dropped 9.5 per cent to
77,234 units during a year when
overall sales of cars and trucks
were steady at 787,000 units.

The weak Falcon sales and the

$237 million in 2000 as the
Commodore outsold everything
else on the market and the
group’s car exports more than
covered volume losses on its
troubled Daewoo engine ex-
ports.

“We regard last year as a

* significantly bad year,” Ford

Australia president Geolf Polites
said last night.
"I think it was an aberration.”
He said Ford was comfortably
in the black after three quarters,
but that the last quarter was

ability to fund its product devel-
opment program, at least in the
short terin,

He said the $400 miliion
facelift program for the Falcon
was on target and that there was
no slowing down or cost cutting
in that program.

Mr Polites said the new vehicle
market was exactly where Ford
expected it to be — in line with
last year — but he was con-
cerned about the strength of the
economy.

“Itis probably stronger than it

But admittedly, the old girl has taken a
pounding, not just from dirt tracks and
At the half-million mark Chris also put a

myself, 'm going to get this baby to a million.”
until Chris reinforced it a few years ago) but

basics of giving way. “I've hit a lot of roos and
emus with it,” he concedes “Well over 100."

chasm-like pot-holes, (with four split axles
from native wil

gas conversion at 250,000. “When | got it to
500,000 without too many dramas, | said to

before he got his hands on 7). Healso did a

; 73 “hideous". : is getting credit for, but it is
K : t AUTOMOTIVE “The dollar really fell, our fragile nevertheless.”
;— | IAN PORTER marketing costs wenl up and a He was worried about the

cffect of the string of pessimistic
consumer sentiment  surveys
that have been released this year.

loss of the Festiva moﬁel at the couple of other things wont
BEtiom GF the co(mpmy's piod wrong and all of a sudden we fell
hotto ki 2 over."”

uct range produced the fourth
straight drop in annual revenues : 5 :
for the company, to a seven-year * one cent in the exchange rate
.8 low of $2.81 biliion. Ford made a cost Ford Australia around

- s ool $8 million, indicating the cur-
profit of $82.3 million in 1999. rency fluctuations cost the com-

The res a Ford joins o
’l‘onI(]:t': “3.‘13 Rr:iet;::;ishi in) t}r:e pany around $56 million last
> year.

red for the last financial year, A .

with Holden being the only local It's up to us now to do some

car maker to report a profit. volume in the back three quar-
ters of the year and get into profit

, but the

Mr Polites said every slide of

Toyota slipped into the red

his 1978 HZ premier wagon is a rare

beast. Sure it doesn't look much

amazement begins when you read the
says Chris. "It ticked over the million

with a loss of $6.3 million despite
a big jump in its US dollar
carnings thanks to booming ex-
ports to the Middle East, while
Mitsubishi has already flagged a
massive loss of $186 million due

again. We have budgeted to
make a profit this year.”

Mr Polites said Ford would
have to lift sales volumes to meet
the plan. He said the company
was planning to increase

THE AGE -«

THURSDAY APRIL 12, 2001

promotional spending on the
Falcon,

Mr Polites said the result did

"

Only once in the car's history has Chris
ever had to walk to get help — and even then

he managed to hitch a lift. Chris rebuilt the
trimatic and engine at 200,000, then took the

If | had a dollar
for every...

T

or 1,004,474 to be exact. The vehicle's second
owner, Chris Lloyd, purchased the wagon from
Rosenthal Motors in 1978 for the princely sum
engine, purchasing a second-hand 308 out of a
VL — this took him up to 850,000 (he has no

idea how many kilometres the engine had done

of $9,560. Chris travels between Renmark and
Broken Hill on dirt roads. “It is an unbeligvable
car up to 540,000 where he again rebuilt the

Speedo. It has done over a million kilometers
about a fortnight ago.”

car,

15



16

Herald Sun, Friday, February 23, 2001

CARS XTI

Holden U-turn

" The home-grown Holden V8
is to make a comeback,
write Andrew MacLean
and Stuart Martin

HE all-Aussie Holden V8 is about to be
reborn.

Just two years after halting pro-
duction of the 5.0-litre bent eight at Fisher-
mans Bend, Holden has announced it will
build the current 5.7-litre V8 in Australia
from 2003.

The U-turn comes two months after
Holden announced that a $500 million
separate V6 engine plant would start up in
Victoria within two years.

“This will dramatically increase Holden’s
local and reduce A ia’s import
bill,” ehairman Peter Hanenberger says.

“Most importantly, it will turn Australia
into a global centre of powertrain expertise
unmatched in the region.”

With the new additions, Holden’s range of
locally produced engines will run the full
range, from the 2.2-litre four-cylinder to the
most powerful in Holden's line.

Holden imported almost 40,000 V8 en-
gines from North America last year ‘and
fitted them to the top-end Commodores.

Almost half of those cars were exported,
mainly to the Middle East, where they are
sold as Chevrolets.

A resurgence in the popularity of the V8,
despite higher petrol prices, is one of the
major factors in Holden’s decision. It could
ais0 be a move to solve problems with the
current American-sourced engine.

Holden engineers have been investigating
problems with the 5.7-litre V8 which came to
light in Australia several months ago.

THEY have received reports of another

10 cases of unusual engine-bearing
noise, bringing the total to 35 affected
Gen 1II powerplants.

Earlier reports from within Holden sug-
gested oil pickup pipes were sucking air into
the systems.

National customer assistance manager
David McMurray says inquiries point to the
circulation system as the culprit, but only
under hard driving conditions.

“Our investigations have definitely prog-
ressed. We weren't discounting oil circu-
lation as an issue and we’ve now determined
that, under vigorous driving and particu-
larly if the oil is not kept up to the correct
levels, there is a risk you may get a bit of air
into the pickup pipe,” he says.

McMurray says the information so far still
points to the problem occurring only under
hard driving,

“We're talking very vigorous driving, in
particular where the oil levels haven’t been
kept to correct levels, and it's manual

vehicles only,” he says. “Obviously the
automatic is more controlled by the shift
patterns, whereas in a manual, drivers can
g0 at high speed in third gear.”

Holden has received 35 reports of prob-
lems since late last year, which it says
accounts for only a small percentage of the
23,000 Gen III engines on Australian roads.

One possible reason for falling oil levels
and subsequent problems was the hard-
driving style of some new Holden customers
in the early stages of ownership.

“They're enjoying our car because it's a
high-performance vehicle,” McMurray says.

“Probably, in engine run-in stage and
being driven so vigorously, a bit of oil may be

Rebirth: the Holden Commodore
(above) and engine (left).

used in the engine’s early life and not
maintained at the correct level.”

He says that’s likely to be why the reports
are so few; not many people would drive
that vigorously without carefully watching
the oil levels.

When the engine was launched in the VT
II Commodore, Holden engineers said
“cast-in oil dams and windage and anti-
surge baffling” had been built in to ensure
that “even the most severe manoeuvres will
not result in a loss of oil pressure”.

Questions about why these features were
not performing as intended could not be
answered because investigations were still
going on.

UMORS that Holden service staff
R were instructing V8 owners to add an
extra half-litre of oil to their Gen III
engines have been quashed by head office.
“Sometimes technicians will make com-
ments that aren’t authorised by Holden, but.
I can assure you we haven’t given that
advice to our dealer base,” McMurray says.
“The only recommendation that we give,
even in the owner’s manual, is to maintain
the correct oil level.”

THE NATIONAL

1898 Holden Engine Profile

Another remarkable engine in our collection, the
Holden, (pictured above) manufactured in London
was the first four-cylinder motorcycle engine.

Patented in1896 by General Holden each pair of
opposed cylinders had a single piston with combus-
tion chambers front and rear. The single gudgeon
pin actuated an external connecting rod to a crank
on the rear axle. Inlet valves were opened by
suction, exhausts by cam driven by chain from the
rear wheel. Carburation is the surface type with
ignition by battery and coil. The motorcycle into
which it fitted (The Holden) was credited with a
maximum speed of 20 mph from the 560cc engine.
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Speed cameras drive

council into the red

By MauricE WEAVER

A CITY council’s battery of
new ‘‘self-financing” digital
speed cameras has focused
drivers’ minds so success-
fully that their income from
fixed-penalty tickets has
resulted in a £2,000-a-month
deficit.

But, while failing by a wide
margin to cover their run-
ning costs, the installations
have reduced average speeds
by Smph on Nottingham'’s
40mph ring road and the
30mph M1, link and cut
accidents by more than
half.

City council officials,
weighing a report on the new
cameras were pondering yes-
terday on the respective mer-
its of a road safety triumph
and a financial disaster.

The cameras, the first of
their kind in Europe, mea-
sure speeds over a specific

distance between two points
up to a mile apart. They sig-
nal violations to a central
control centre which issues
£40 tickets.

When the six camera units
were installed last July the
council predicted that they
would catch 60 speeding:
drivers a day who would pay
£2,400 in fixed fines into
council coffers. .

At that rate, said officials,
they would quickly cover
their £350,000 cost and pro-
duce profits to be spent on
installing further units else-
where in the city.

But the sight of the lenses
staring balefully down from
overhead gantries, has
slowed traffic so much that
the six cameras together are
only “‘harvesting” a total of
nine speeding drivers per
day. This is worth just £360
in fines.

In their first seven months

the system has netted 1,966
offenders who have paid
£79,000 in fines.

Brian Parbutt, the coun-
cil’s deputy leader, admitted
yesterday: ‘““They haven't
turned out to be the money-
spinner we expected."

Stewart Thompson, the
head of the council’s road
safety department, added:
“If things carry on.as they
are we will have to revise our
plans to extend the scheme.”

Motorists said the cameras
had altered their driving
habits.

One driver, Brian Selby,
31, said: “‘With the new sys-
tem, drivers can't just hit the
brakes when they see a cam-
era and accelerate again
afterwards.

“The result is that every-
one gets in a procession with
nobody daring to overtake.
They've certainly slowed
things down.”

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH Friday, March 16, 2001

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH Saturday, March 24, 2001

Vauxhall should look te its M partner in 0z, not Germany, for extra beef

.
.

¥

POLICE in St Austell are look-
ing for a tall man with blond
hair who walked into a house in
Eliot Road and made off with
an £800 boier attached to a
wall.

Tall, blond ... and very strong. From the
Cornish Guardian, Jan 25

OPEN 'DORE

Why would anyone want a left-
hand-drive Corvette V8 Omega
from a Vauxhall dealer (News,
14 July) when they can have
more or less the same car with
right-hand drive from Holden’s
HSV division (News, 7 July)?

And what'’s more, they’ll get
a car designed for right-hand
drive, with the indicator stalk
where it belongs, on the
opposite side of the steering
wheel from the gearshift, and
the handbrake right next to
the driver’s seat.

In fact, why doesn’t Vauxhall
stop importing its Omegas
from Germany, and bring us
Commodores instead? With
3.8-litre V6 Commodores selling
from the equivalent of £15,000
in Australia, we might get
better value for money.
MJ Lewis
Wakefield, West Yorkshire

Surprise chance to do a few
miles in an old friend’s mid '70s
Vauxhall Viva - the Australian

G g
XU-1: a Viva harnessing 200-plus bhp

version, with an extra foot of
length in the nose, and powered
by a 3.3-litre straight-six running
three twin-choke Weber ;
carburettors. In Oz this creation
was called the Holden Torana
XU-1, and in race tune it could
muster 300bhp-plus. Even with
its standard 200-and-something
bhp it felt damned quick,
especially as it was still only

as wide as a Viva with a 1200cc
engine. No power steering,
remarkably unbalanced brakes,
a teeth-chattering ride and the
world’s stiffest anti-roll bars (to
counter that narrow track) made
it seem a relic. We worshipped
XU-1s at the time, but | now
realise that, back then, only
hard-nuts drove it really quickly.

14 MARCH 2001 AUTOCAR

Foss Bank

The carriageway is to be
resurfaced later this month and is
expected to last two weeks

Bad news for motorists from the
York Star, Jan 17
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BRITAIN’S BEST SELLING CLASSIC CAR MAGAZINE

We’re on the move! Advertising
department moves March 2, it
Editorial March 23. Contact us at:

PRACTICAL CLASSICS Emap Automotive Ltd, Media House,
Lynchwood, Peterborough Business Park, Peterborough, PE2 6EA
SWITCHBOARD 01733 468000

e
ENJOYING

The new Practical Classics has
more about enjoying life with
your classic once you have
bought or restored it

0
BUYING

The new Practical Classics is
packed with essential buying
info, plus the price guide used
by insurance companies

[ N N N N N N J

2|
RESTORING

The new Practical Classics has
more restoration features to give
you the confidence to tackle work
on your own car

l P
8l <)
Buying, mmrr;sfmlsay!):;lcgé o .

Chocks away! >

How {0 make your

B Triumoh Sptfing
really fty

.

MORE CARS, MORE ON BUYING,
20 MORE ON NOSTALGIA, MORE
FEATURES AND MORE LIFE

e

e
P “ts

Some of you may remember that back in the May/June
1997 edition of Holden Business we started reporting
about the Bob Dibble's around the world trip of this 1967
HR Station Wagon 'Old Bluey'. The car reached the UK
after successfully completing the North American part of
the trip. But for various reason unconnected with the car
Bob was unable to continue with the trip. Reluctantly he
has now decided to sell the car. If you are interested he is
looking for better than £2000, which if you consider it has
been fully restored with front disc brakes fitted and an
LPG conversion (just think of the fuel savings!) is a pretty
good price. The car can be viewed at his brother's farm in
Somerset (Tel: 1458 850 486) But if you need details
Bob can be contacted by e-mail at:

redbeach.finserv@bigpond.com or Tel: (in AUS) 7 3410
0266 FAX: 7 3410 0277
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Eddie Ford Publications Pty Ltd,
29 Lyons St, Newstead Vic 3462.
PHONE 03 5476 2212 9AM-5PM
FAX 03 5476 2592 ALL HOURS

BASH ZERO 1
0 & 13 May

Fiying Lessons. Kit Cars, Miktary \eficles, Hot Arr
Balloans, Houercsalts, Helicopter Rides, Model Arcaft
BARTON AERODROME
Eccles * Manchester
More details tel: 0161 767 7326

HOLDEN
PARTS AND SERVICES

Media can access Holden Media Online at http:/media.holden.com.au

m Holden Ltd.

ACN 006 893 232

241 Salmon Street
Port Melbourne
Victoria Australia

All correspondence to:
GPO Box 1714 Melbourne
Victoria Australia 3001

RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE

HE

www. hsv.com.au

' « P:
Holden Special Vehicles, Senator Drive AUSTRAL'A S LONGEST \Yesscx Pageant QfTTaHSPO"
Claylon Husitxf:ss l’.-u'k. .l.‘")()ii Centre Road RUNNING OLD CAR p;:(qh(i,::”(;”rl:,::,;:zr
Clayton Vie 3168 MAGAZINE Srha Seriel
. . y ane

Phone (03) 9265 9500
Fax (03) 9265 9555

Fleetsbridge, Poole
on

Sunday 3" June 2001

First published in 1973 covering
original vehicles from the start of
the motor car to the 1970's

WHAT"'S
ON

AUTO-FEST
Classic Vehicle Show

Sunday 29 July

at Morden Park, Surrey

Autojumblers required

Filipino Festival/Boot
Sale

No Admission or
Parking Charges

For further details
Tel: Dave 020 8656 5844

e.mail: TinaDavid@bun.com, web:
http:/mordenfestival.homestead.com

RTC
D RC
f 0 VIE

(41077 Barton to Scunthorpe Road -
BI1207/415 Lincoln)
SUNDAY 10" JUNE
also Sundays, 15" July & 23" Sept.
12pm previous day for overnight stavs
or 6am on day for stallholders
Qam browsers
£10 per plot 20’ x 20" approx
Stallholder and one person free
Indoor plot subject to booking
ADMISSION £2 PER PERSON,
UNDER 10S FREE

For more information
Tel 01724 734147 or 01724 341906
e-mail: classicdave(«@ breathe.com

Annual Fire Engine &
Vintage Car Rally g_g"‘%"mf’“%

«Preston Hall Park, Stockton-on-Tees
Sat 30th June & Sun 1st July 2001

Motor vehicles of all vintages, stationary engines,
agricultural and steam exhibits, fire engines from 1700s -
present day, trade and autojumble stalls, arena
displays,working craft stalls etc. Food and licensed bar.
ADM. INCLUDES FREE ENTRY TO MUSEUM!

For further details contact Derek Batchelor on 01642 358539

()NF‘ YF"“_( (6 issues) & TWO Car * Bus * Truck « Fire and
YEAR (12 isaves) , Military & All Specialist Vehicles
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE. Trade and Autojumble entries invited.
MOST BACK ISSUES STILL. el Dol ‘
AVAIIABLE. Sy
Write, Phone or Fax for details to: Tel: 01202_623774
HELPING YOU KNOW MORE ABOUT YOUR HOLDEN
A.C.N. 005 272 015 . Stan BENNETT
Rare Spares Ply. Lid. 48 & FJ Holden Research Tbite AE
P.O. Box 10 Ph: (02) 627 1304 & a
Y . WICKSTEED .
Mail Delivery Centre LEISURE PARK
Lot 54 Wellington St. Vineyard (Sydney) KETTERING g
Somerton P.0. Box 200, Riverstone NSW Australia 2765 (signposted) Gl
i i pen to all Fords "%
Victoria 3062 Trade Stands & Entries
Australia VISA Accepted Invited. Adm. £3 per car
A Good Day Out fon
Phone -  From UK:00 613 9305 4000 (Switchboard) ondon s
Fax - From UK: 00 613 9305 3520 Tel: 01276 35422

Tur: Morres MariNa Owsers CLUB PRESENTS THE

CRAWLEY CLASSIC
CAR SHOW

(an integral part of Crawley Spring Carnival)
a Southgate Playing Fields
Bank Holiday Monday
28 MAY 2001
All vehicles welcome - Everything on
wheels welcome - trophies galore!
Autojumble Arena events etc.
For further details
Tel: Malcolm 01293 417919

E-mail: jeepster@eurobell.co.uk
ALL PROCEEDS TO CHARITY

Gwent Clagsic Car Club

3 O >

Caldicot Castle
Classic Car Rally

Sunday June 3™
FREE ENTRY TO ALL -
Starts 11am
Vehicle entries:

Curis Coruins (NEwPORT)
01633 252789;
AUTOJUMBLE STALLS;
Ron Evans 01633 856164
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