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~Rt~NT ~CJ'V'Ef~ ~ the Club stand at Billing 2 01

~o~Y~~' ■ YE~e

~HAIRMAr~I / ACTiViTIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, ~CT9 1 JY. Phone. 020 82 7 4 32. Fax 02a 8286 6952.

E-mail: hoidenuk c~ndirect.co.uk

MEM~~RSHI~' ~E~RETARY 1 TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron Huse,

1 ~ ~ ~har(es Street, IVlilford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 2HW.
Phone/Fax U'164 669 2254 E-mail: cawdronhardy1~yahoo.co.uk
~DIT~~ / PlJ~3Ll~ RELATIONS OFFICER. Position Vacant

`~"h~ register i~ r~cc~gnised by Holden Ltd

The ~1ub i:a ~n Associate Member of the Vauxhall Bedford Opel Association (VBOA)

Spares ~o-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above
Technical Adviser :Patrick Hemphill. Phone: 01787 282307

E-mail: Patrick a~prhemphill.fre~serve.co.uk

Club Websi~.~: http://vvww.geocities.com/ikilo~t

CLUB !1'EMS ~~F~ SALE:
HnLDEN BIJSIi~ES~ Back Issues. No. 1-3 5~p the Three

No.4-Date. 50p Each.
Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 Each.
Stickers with flub Logo) 50p Each.
Tax Disc F-lolder .. 50p Each.
l~~y Fob .. 5~p Each.
sloth ~adg~ . a £7 Each.
Tie {Blue) .. £8 Each.
T shirts ~S~M/IJ~CL} .. X6.50 Plus £1 p&p
metal far badge .. £10 Plus £1 p&p
~ind~rs for flub IV{agazine (holds 12) £5 Plus £1 p&p

ill cheques payable to Holden UK Register. {In Sterling)
MOTE; An arrangement has now been made to accept cheques in AUS$ -Send the

equivalent ~ amount ~a Ken but made out to - i~ K Drews. the sterling amount will

then be transferred ~o The Register account.
~rnall it~r~~:~ t~il9 be seat post free with next copy of the magazine, othen~vise please
~~ci p~s~ac ~.

~~ r

~~I~O~~
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A lot of words in this
edition of Holden ~usin~s~,
with the minutes of the A~N9
plus the Treasurers rep~r~.
One of the main points is
that we will ~~~ making a
small increase in the
membership fees from next
year's renewal. This is the
fiirst increase in many years
and, as usual is the resuft of
rises in printing and pascal
CQS~S.

fur annual day at Billing
went off wel{ with a nice
sunny day on the Sunday.
Not as many Hoidens as fast
year, but a lot of interest in
the cars shown by visitors.
My thanks t~ Matthew
Hollingsworth for the
excellent artic~~ an his i/P
Wagon (page 12~. !f any
other merr~bers~ would like
their Hoidens .immortalising
i n print, get writing

[ have had c~uit~ ~ ~e~v ~-
mails recently fr~~ pe~pl~
interested ire bringing
v~riou~ Ha~d~n r~ad~l~ in~~
the countr~~, but this i~
becoming ~ bid o~
challenge with r~ew~r
models which have f~ g~
through the '~r~hanced° ~~/~
test. However c~r~ aver 1 ~
ye~r~ old only n~~~ the
usual MST. ~~ ~Ider ~
better! ~erh~p~ someone
should bring i~ feuv
Monaros, they ~ s~e~ t~ b~
the gar ever~~ne ~v~n~ g i ~
phone calls ~r~ ~nythir~ ~~~
go by.

Regards
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Minutes of $he 14t" Holden UK Register AGM
Held at: billing Aquadrome

15t~' July 2001

~t~endees ~- Apologies -gone

Ken Garner
~1~ri lyn Garner (Secretary)

`bony Grai ng~r

buy I~lardy

Patrick Het~rtph+ll

harry Lennox
Colin ~ucknmore

the meeting opened afi 2.05 pm.
The Chairman thanked those present for attending today.

Minutes of ~~e 13t" ~lGll~ were read c~nd accepted as a true record.

~h~irman, Editor d~ P~ officer's Report.

It wras noted that this year the club had generated a lot of new contacts with clubs

and individuals, many because of the avaiiabil~ty of the Web site. Ken stated he had

received many Emails because of this. As the website was now welt established, typing

' Holdenuk' in cell the major search engines will show our club at or near the top of the

8is~ts. Our site n(so contains many links to other sites, making us more likely to appear

when a see~rcf~ has been initiated. OldHofden.com ~n loose grouping of Holden Clubs)

have offered to hest cur site for us, free of charge. Ken is looking into this and also

the possibility -~hcat they will allow us to use one of our registered domains such as

holdenuk.~o.uk. Club details also appear in most of the classic car publications, plus

many of the club listing sites amine, which helps considerably in raising awareness of
the Club.

This ;vent ~~- rifling has become our main event due to dif f icuity for members to

~.ttend other ~vent~. Tt appears much easier for all to make the effort to attend one

main event. ~er~ off~r~d to set up the club stand if c~ group o~ members wish to

attend any particular went. advance nofif ication would be r~~~uired in order to

publicise the ~v~r~t ir► the r~tagazine or on the avebsite.

~-re~ printing ~~ club magazines hays been offered by Vauxhall fio all VBOA t~v►embers.
~~ said that this Mould mean a lot of extra work for him $o re-vamp the layouts to

accornmodat~ the ~orrnat they use. The magazine would also be produced quarterly

instead of bi-monthly. As the printing would be associated with the Vauxhall name,

~Cen felt the~f thou rr~ight inhibit our independence to some extent. Sensitivity icy the

matter of copyright may also be an issue. The offer was much appreciated buff has
not been taken up ai- the present time and printing of the magazine mill cc~~~i~~~ ~~ €~-
is at the moment. Thy offer however, is ongoing and could be reviewed ~gaen ire the
future.

Print quality of our mogazine has sometimes been poor in the past. Another ~o~czl
printing firm was tried, but the results were even worse. So printing is now being
done by the original firm and quality seems to have improved, although ~rice~ have
risen, 65 copies o~ the magazine are produced at a cost of 5p per A4 side, (i.~. bhp
per magazine)

Ken said that mire inpufi from members f or the Magazine would be appr~cia$ed. A~~c~
any suggestions f or future venues f or shows would be taken in ~o cansid~rafiion.

Treasurers Report

Guy reported that because of increased printing and postage costs, subscr~ipfiions
would have to be raised. A proposal was made that the present membership f e.~
should be increased by £3 for both the UK and overseas members. The increase
would come into affect on 1St June 2Q02 and would be held until 31$t N1ay 2O03o This
proposal was agreed (Proposed by Patrick. Seconded by Gary).

Membership continues to be strong and the offer of ac free magazine binder h~zs
helped considerably with membership renewals. It was noted that there was still no
system in place to follow up on any I-lolden that has been sold to a new owner°. This is
now to be actioned.

Postal expenses appear excessive last year due to some expenses having been ~arr~i~d
forward from the previous year. The club has had a change of Banks and nor czceounf
has been transf erred f rom Gyro bank to the Nationwide.

It was also agreed that c~ higher awareness of regalia held by the club ~ro~ld b~.
helpful and should be listed in the magazine.

Technical Officers Report

Patrick said that he had at most, only 2 enquiries. One he could n~-~ help and fh~
other he directed to Rare Spares and the Lions Den.



l~Jlatters prising

done.

~lectio~ of the Committee

Ken reminded the meeting that the position of Editor was still vacant, but said that
he would to continue to cover this position until such time as another 'volunteer' came
forwrard. Ali stand+ng Committee members were re-elected. (Proposed by Patrick.
Seconded by nary.)

any other business

Patrick raised the question of public liability insurance. Ken advised that the V84A
have their own insurance for the event at Billing but other events require that each
c{ub is responsible for their own insurance cover. Guy had previously looked into the
rrtiatter but had received various responses from insurance companies such as, " we
don't do it" or the policies just did not look feasible for our sma{I club. The other
problem was the cosf of the insurance. How much should we spend? Are we
responsible if a member of the public or a club member injures themselves while
perusing our literature or adm+ring our cars? ~lny information on the above would be
most welcome end Patrick has agreed to liase with other clubs t~ see how they handle
the wafter. Sorne~tirnes advice had been given for clubs not to sign the indemnities
presented by ~ho+~ organisers, which confuses the matter considerably.

I-t was also suggested that we specifically invite the importers of NSV Hoidens to
join us in attending the Bill+ng event next year.

buy asked o$ anybod~r had borrowed any literature f row the club library during the
year. Ken said that he had not had any requests. It was suggested that we should
catalogue the literature that eve hold.

Patrick asked if ~~ have any members awning pre war Hoidens. Ken said that we did
not have any such members at the moment.

~T'here being no further business the meeting vas closed at 2.48pm.

M Garner

REPORT FROM THE TR~ASURERf MENIBER~HIP SE~RETA~.'Y
for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING for the YEAf~ E~VDIN~
May 31St 2001.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

As reported last year the current period is the first when
the considerable effect of the change over to paid ~or~
printing has become apparent and although the Regis~e~°
maintains its strong financial basis through the reserve ire
the Nationwide the dime has come for the ABM t~ reuie~
current sub, rates in detail. These have remained the
same since 1988 except for the additional progressive
discounts fior members joining through the years fur
current printers have increased their prices twice in the
past year but the chairman successfully negotiated ~
return to the status quo on their most recent hike. VVe
have had difficulty with Girobank during the Last 12
months over their refusal to accept Eurocheques for
clearance and additionally because of their problems o~erT
the Register`s address change. It is the Treasurer`s
intention to operate more o~ the Register's business
through Nationwide who can handle Eurocheques and ~r~
happily situated about X5~ yards from the Treasurer's
house (subject to being re-elected}

The current cost of printing and distributing Holder
Business is about £5Q per issue, the Chairman's ar~d
Secretary's postage costs vary but are very roughly
estimated at X10 — bi-monthly. Sales by the ~hairma~ at
Ra f I ies etc bring in about the same amount. In view of the
approximate break even situation I recommend that the
aevei of sub is increased by £3 a head starting w~~h
2002/3 -- This will hopefully enable a smai! surplus t~ b~
accrued from the years activities and ̀mill, by additionally
using the reserve as required, permit further inve~~r~ent
in regalia/binders etc as required. Thy dub to be re~i~wed
annually. Members should note that these figures are
approximate and costs of H/Business could be reduced by
curtailing some of the freerssues ifi the AGM decided thatwas desirable; although it must be pointed out fihat
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~xchang~s with the movers and shakers of ~~~~ car
club/spares world in Oz are es~entiai for us to continue to
pr~o~id~ our s~~r~s servi~~ etc.

N[EN~BE~St~IP SECRETARY'S REPOf~T>

At ~~~r ~r~d 31J5/01 HUKR hid 33 members including 2 in
~rr~~rs. the free HUKR Business Binder has provoked an
unprecedented rush of timely renewals for next year. The
suggested '~o ~nrith the car' document is appended - I
hook for substantial improvement by revision by
~t~r~bers!

T~e~r Ne~nr O~rner,
`dour Holden gar has been manufiactured in Australia by
general Motors. The Hoiden JK Register is a chub that
exists for o~rners ofi Hoidens in this country; it provides
practicai assistance and organises an Annual Holden Day
~as w~e4l as attending some meets. If you are interested in
joining the HUKR pease contact the secretary at the
above address.
~'~ur~ Faithfully etc

eta be given to new members in their we{cor~i~ pack to
nave in the glove box ~f their car if and v~h~n they seel ~t}

~i~LC7Ei~ UK ~EGIST~R ~CCCJUNT~ YEAR END
~aJ 1~i I~y/~o\d ~e

I~1..~Si~~e

C~pening B~~ar~ces:
~irobank 73753
Anglia Nati~n~nride, Treasurers Account 703-35
~ubscriRtions for 00/0. 2~4-QQ

Foreign C~ ~ror~ -~ir~ to Nat/vvde 13-00
~egaiiaJ~ook/Ads ~0-00
~r~t~r~st ~~~~ived 8-84

1726-72..._

EXPENDITURE

Secretary°s Expenses 3~-~3
Chairman's Expenses: Wreaths ~a--Qp

Post 229-1~

HEM Printing 21 i~5
Purchase of Holden Business Folders 23 ~.=p~
Foreign cheques returned by ~irabank 2~--ap

Balances Carried Forward:

GirQbank 2~~~.g~.
Angiia Nationwide, Treasurers Account 72~-~9

Guy Hardy, Treasurer, Hoiden 11K Register,
Milford Haven 31 May 2041.
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From: "Mat Hallings~rvorth" <mattandmandie a~hotmail.cam>
To: haldenuk@ndirecfi.co.uk
Subje~~~ TRAX models in UDC
Date ser~~: Tue, 28 Aug 2Q~ 1 13:1 x:28 +0 00

~~

~"h~nks fc~r your e-mail reply f will have article for the next mag i.e. it
should be ~vi~h you by the weekend to insert during first week of Sept. I've
~Isa taken photos of an HSV GTS-R which t saw in Ware, reg no
WHA8~, colour black with silver bottom skirts. This is owned by the MD o~
Mare Heafiir~g and Bathroom Supplies, !think this is his second HSV , he
I~ad a blue GAS with the same reg. number, which was the ex-press
publicity and demo car -food to see Holden brand loyalty in the UK! I'I!
send fih~ photos v~hen developed.
~ ~~n~ t~ the ~Cnebworth classic car show yesterday and there was a stall
selling model cars, including a good number of TRAX models, the 1:43rd
~~ale ones. I bought the Larry Perkins VL group A commodore in full race
colours, the sta!! had various colours of EH, EJ and HQ Monaro's in
superb bright greeny/yellow plus FJs and a Ford Falcon XC Coupe in
black. All priced about X24.99 which is not cheap, but then TRAX models
aren't che~~ and you won't need to wait 3 months for sea mail and pay
hugs carriage fees, plus duty etc., when it lands (as I had to when 1 had 2
TFZ~C ~ussi~ chargers sent over 2 ors ago). The company selling these
models is ~/iILL~~IGTONS based in Cheshire, their telephone number is
X1606 ~537~ 0 I told them there could be some interest through the
~C~LDEh! REGISTER and he is quite happy to mail order things to
pe~~l~. Hype this is of interest to our members.

~ ~l~o v~en~ to K~ebworth for the NSRA Hot Rod Nationals, we took my
~omm~d~r~, which aroused some interest. I did catch a fleeting glimpse
cif what I think ~v~s an ~C Holden on the back of a trailer, with spats over
the rear wheels, I tried to find it later on but I couldn't ,any knowledge of
this car ~n the club? It was either while or pale grey but definitely a
Holden, as !saw the badge on the back end.

article ~il~ ~om~ pia post, all the best

lViatth~vv [~o~IingSwOrth

Herald Sun, Friday, August 31, 2001

By ANDREW MacLEAN

T'S ALL systems gc~ for one of tlje most
si~t~ifica~it airs in Australia's autortiotive
history.

Holden this wcck confirmed it has received
approval from parent company General IVio-
tors to push ahead with afour-wheel-drive
version of the top-selling Commodore.
The car is nac scheduled to hit Aussie

showrooms for at least two years, but the
~, dccisio~~ is a major boost for }-Iolcien —and tt~e

local car industry.

"I.t could become an Australian icon car like
tl}e Monaro," Holden cliairi~~an Peter Hanetl-
berger says. "f3ut, more importantly, it will be

`" a techn~lobical showpiece for Holden.

"Most other prestige carmakers are building
four-wheel-drives, why not join them?

"These types of cars are not only for getting

out on the dirt, but they're about being a
fashion statement for their owners."

Holden is relucta~it to give away too many

cictails, especially considering its three rival
local carmakerti — Forcl, Toyota and Mitsu-

.._ cQm,~~~~~~
wi#h mare:

an artist's
impr~essson ~f,'''~ 
fth~~planned

'""~ Hn}den

It will be a technological

sfiv wpiece far Holden
,.,

bislli — ail have similar projects in tale
pipeline.
"We have a strategy astd this market clearly

requires a vehicle which is afour-wheel-drive
in a crossover version," Hanenberger says.

"Yes, our' competitors are doing the same
but we've always had this plan and we are on
tarbet a~lcl we hope to deliver the vehicle that
is required by this market."

Holclen's first Version to lit the road will
more than likely be a jacked-up station wagon
in a similar style to Volvo's V7U Cross
Country and Audi's A6 Aliroad.

It doesn't hide tl~e fact that there is also a lot
of potential in building afour-wheel-drive
Commodore ute and a Iow-slung Iaigh-
performance sports model using the same
basic mechanical system.

Tire four-wheel-drive Commodore, ho«~-
ever, will look substantially different to its
mainstream wagon sibling, with extra ground
clearance anti r~~u~;h-and-rugged body styling
to emphasise its off-rc~~td potential.

"The car needs to be tough ~111(~ a~gress-
ive," Holden design chief Mike Simcoe says.

"It ~zeeds to be part of the regular
Coii~modore; ra~lge, but still be very different.

"lt certaitlly won't b~ a LandCruiscr or a
Patrol, but it's not a soft car either."

The four-wheel-drive system will be engin-

eered to handle Australia's gruelling outbacl:
conc~itians, but is likely to be a permanent all-

wheel-drive transmission without glow-range

transfer case.

Like the Volvo and /5►udi, Holden will
probably use Sophisticated electronic systems

such as traction control and anti-skid brakes to

give it substantial bush-dashing ability.

It will be dowered by a choice of V$~~Znd V6

engines anc~ could came in a number of U~ici~

levets, from basic entry-level models to a
Luxury-packed flagship similar tv the Calais.

t



SPECIAL. A`T' RFE U E

~.~ving With A Commodare -One Year 4n

Thursday 20th July 2004, I became the proud owner of J750WRD,
a 1992 Holden Commodore VP Wagon (estate) in white, the
executive model. It is a 3.8 litre V6 with 4 speed auto transmission,
air con and wind up windows .
! bought the car because I have always liked anything Australian
with 4 wheels and I needed an estate car for daily use. I looked at
a dew rusty 2.0 litre Carltans but they are not different enough and
like to be a bit different . i contacted the Holden Register UK and
spoke to Ken vvho was doubtful 1 would find a Commodore Estate
as he had only seen a VL years ago and had not seen any others
since . 4ne week later when my membership to the club arrives
lien included a note with a photo of a white VP estate which Tony
Grainger had seen (I think) at the ~romiey Pageant with afor-sale
sign in it.
i rang the number with the photo and the car was still for sale,
was in Surrey within 2 hours of telephoning to view the car and
bought it on the spot, collected it two days later.
The drive home to Bedfordshire showed up a few faults, the air-
conditioning did not work and there was a misfire and what
appeared to be a transmission vibration on the over-run. The
mileometer reading on purchase was 771,670 km.

The following day my local garage checked the air con and
regassed it for £82.00, no other faults found with it.
The car was immediately pressed into daily use, living with the
transmission vibration and misfire. One dark night this faul# was
traced to an arcing plug lead on Nob plug. There was a visible hole
in the insulation and a fat healthy spark going to the exhaust
manifold! Replacement of this lead also totally cured the
transmission vibration and gave somewhat improved performance!
The oil and filter were also changed at the same time, a generic
Vauxhall item fits and costs a few pounds only.
Come the winter the car was still doing a sterling job up and down
the Al M and M 1 to and from work plus any other trips out, the only
problem was the washer jets were all but useless, ~3.8~ later and
a pair of mid 80s Vauxhall Astra items fitted perfectly into the
bonnet and give a much better spray, so good that 1 have to squirt
them a bit at a time or they fire over the roof. Rear washer jet just
needed a clean out and works fine.
March 2001, full service time, filters all Vauxhall items, spark plugs
from US Automotive in Bedford. Total cost about £45.00 in parts
and all dead easy to fit, even the fuel filter under the boot floor.
A stone chip in the screen had developed into a crack which
inevitably got worse with the winter. Autoglass in Bedford did the
honours but their lists said a Carlton screen fits al! Commodores,
when I arrived to check the measurements they realised the error
and found the Commodore screen is about 5 inches wider .Luckily
I got the measuring done in January as the screen had to come
from Australia and took the best part of 3 months to arrive, so it
was fitted two weeks before the MOT was due, perfect timing.
have family in Adelaide who were due to visit at Easter so various

e-mails back and forth created a wish list of bits that would help me
keep the car on the road..
knew the brake pads were getting low and I had been to several

motor factors with the originals to try to find a match but to no avail,
so I asked for some to be brought over. Sods law that the car went
through the pads on the nearside front about a week before my
family arrived so I was Holden-less for a short while, it looks like
there is slight run out on the nearside front disc so that is why the
pad went through quicker than the others and there is a slight
judder sometimes felt through the wheel under heavy braking, a
job for the future.
6th April 2001 was it's first MOT in my ownership, it only failed on
two front tyres and an exhaust blow which was rectified by a bit of
gun gum!! The tracking was checked at the same time and found
to be perfect.
7th May 2001 and a tow bar was fitted to make the car more useful
and also to protect that unique tailgate and rear bumper (a Carlton
tailgate is VERY different}.

1 '~



The tow bar is a Vauxhall Carlton item and fits exactly fio the
chassis rails so f assume the floor pan is the same for
Commodores and Carftons and the extra width is in the sii{s,
certainly the doors are the same but the front and rear wings are
different.
Tow bar cost - £120.00 fitted -bargain.
The exhaust rear box gave up the ghost at the end of May; I did a
temporary repair with a bit of straight pipe until I could get a new
system made up. US Automotive in Bedford made up a new
system as close as possible to the old for X110.04, f had to remove
the exhaust and take it to them to get i# made so the car was off
the road for a few days but they've done a good job of putting the
tricky bends in .
fitted it myself and it went on with a flew little adjustments and

sounds good now and should last a while. I retained the front pipes
and the catalyst as they appeared to be alf ok.
Since July the car has developed a rather annoying fault, in that it
will not start once fiully warmed up unless allowed to cool off for
about 20 minutes. I can live with it by planning journeys but the
worst time is when I fill up with petrol and have to sit on the
forecourt with the bonnet up whilst everyone tries to get round me,
Commodores are rather heavy to push !.

The fault is something on the fuel injection which is all electronic,
but the diagnostic plug is different to a Vauxhall. I have found a
BOSCH specialist who should be able to help but 1 haven't got ifi
booked in yet.
The only other #hing done to the car recently was cosmetic, I had
some lettering made up for the front and rear screens similar to the
Holden race cars which looks effective but is not to everyone's
taste, it does create a lot of attention now though as the car is
parked next to a main road and a lot of people now s#op to ask
about the car as they realise it is not just a Carlton estate. I have
had several Australians stop to chat, some of whom own similar
cars back home and have nothing but praise for them.
The current mileometer reading is 196,400, which means I have
covered 24,400 km in just over a year (15,004 miles), and the
above is all the faults that have so far manifested so ! am well
pleased with the car. It still uses no oil between services, despite
its high mileage now {122,000 mi{es), there is no rust other than
small stone chips and it is cheap to service. Some parts are trickier
to get over here but a bit of planning and ordering early from
Australia is all that is needed. The car is very useful, has a
massive carrying capacity, is a superb tow car, great air con for
summer (designed for aussie weather not just the occasional
British hot Bank Holiday), it drives beautifully, is fast, if necessary
and the car has returned a consistent 26 mpg which goes up to 29
mpgonarun.
You could sum up by saying I am more than happy with my
Holden, if only the Police force I work for would buy these instead
of Omegas!

J750WRD -THE HISTORY.

My car, when purchased, had the original books with it, including
all its service history. It was supplied new by Ken Casson Holden
in Grafton, NSW to Telecom Australia as part of a big deal with
Holden National Leasing, it was one of 717 wagons supplied to
them as a contract. After Telecom had finished with it, a lady in
Sydney was the next owner and she brought it the UK in 1997. It
was issued with an age related J plate upon import. She kept the
car serviced at Vulcan Motors in Surrey and then sold it to one of
their mechanics when a brake problem meant an MaT fail. The car
was sorted out at Vulcans and used a small amount by the
mechanic's father to ferry model cars around to shows -hence it
being at Bromley in 2000, but it was too thirsty for them and they
decided to keep the Ford Sierra instead.
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H~~den :tiatic~nal ~.~as~~~ has ~
~r-~n~F~ a ma~~r I ~~~~•c~e~i~l~ tE~nd~r ~~~hir ~
;~~~1 ~e~ ~~~~e~ more C:~m~~dare t~,agon~.
~P~~d~a cf~~ llt~~l~i~~ ~~ar~~n~ ~'~lecam ii~~e~~:

T~~~ ~`~~ ~r~ ~n~ ~ro~~~5i~~~I~°
€~flf~L't?~?~ 'E~} ~p~~CO~f~ UIidP.~' ~ ~~5-month
f~~3~F~~.t1~,~; I~~4~ ~f~'f_~P.~~~riF. Chi ~P,C0~1c~
neg~~t~~~~c~ fit- ~3:~~ sinr~e a ~~r~~ilar
~r~ang~me~~ in 1~~~~'~'? c~hirl~ in~-~l~~~d
~ ~~j{t ~~~~t~nad~rF~.

1~~~. Chief ~:~e~u~i~-e Sian Sm~~h
~aici ~~~ camb~ned ~~t~~1-~•ehiciP order
r~pr~~en~e~ a c.~le~ren~c~r~~men~ bw-Te~~cor~
~f manu~'~cEu~r-~~n~ed lea.~in~.

~~ncier a n~~~ ~;~-~tem. ~~~ i ~ ~ «~a~t~~~s.
l~)~ ~edart~ anc~ ~C~ ~t~~~ are t~in~ d~~iti-Fr~d
d~reC~iti• t~ Telec~~ ~~r~-ic:e ~~Sr~~nr~~~
thxo~g~ ~~~Id~n d~~~Prs and ti~~~i ~e c~tur-~~~~
to ciealer~ on ex~€r~~ ~f the ~~a~~1.

h-~~,~~ ~ ~ ~

~~ t~ ~; . ~

~ ~'
r ~

~: ~

t~Q~~rrs m~~e idp lre ~rt~rj~r ~~r~ ~~,j _. 
~..~.w._ _.

7'F1~CTi»t s orr~~r.

bought it from the Vulcans mechanic and he was able to give me
ali the service history since they have looked after it. I now keep a
logbook of all the repairs and servicing, plus a record of the fuel
used and mileage to keep the history up to date.
Ken Garner kindly found out some info from Holden about the car,
the engine is Buick based ,block and major components cast in
USA and then assembled in Australia using aussie sourced sump y
fuel injection settings and other components .Warranty wise the
car had a transmission fault early on which was rectified under
warranty but did not need the gearbox to be removed. The front
grille I believe is from a Holden VP Calais and was fitted in the UK
by the lady owner. I have contacted Telecom Australia about the
car but have not received a reply. The original reg. number in
Australis was SBL 533. Does anyone anywhere have photos ofi
the car from their travels; I would love to see how it was when new
end being used by Telecom. Attached is an article which shows a
picture of a similar car as part of the Holden National Leasing deal
(kindly supplied by Ken Garner).

hope to keep the car for a long time yet, ! am considering an
LPG conversion to reduce running costs (can anyone recommend
an installer?) and I hope to meet other Commodore owners
through the register, as well as other models of Holders.
If anyone has a Torana they would like to lend me I would love to
try one, especially ~n SLR 5000, I hope to own one in the future as
wel( as a Falcon dupe and a Charger E49, we can all dream can't
we!

Matthew Hollingsworth.

olden has been thrown the

opportunity of becoming

GM's world source for

police cars, which could

push the Australian company

towards production of 25Q,000

vehicles a year.
General Motors in the United

States has apparently cancelled its

planned Chevrolet and Cadillac

rear-wheel drive programs, leaving

the Holden Commodore as the

group's only large RWD car
worldwide.
But Holden will not be satisfied

with only selling police cars to the

US as it sees the potential for

another 30,000 passenger cars if

given a crack at the world's biggest
car market,
The market for police cars

around the world is about 25,000
units and all this would be on top

of Holder's 50,000 unit target for

existing and potential export mar-

kets including the Saudi Arabia,

South Africa, Israel, Mexico, Iran,

Indonesia and even the UK and

Europe.
Opel, it seems, has also can-

cetled its rear-drive saloon, so
there is considerable potential for

Holden to supply a replacement

for the OpeUVauxhall Omega in

countries where Holden chief

Peter Hanenberger has plenty of

high-ranking cx~ntacts.
"We have become a centre of

expertise for rear-wheel drive

sedans within GM and therefore

we can get a foothold all around

the world," Holden sales diroctor

Ross McKenzie told Car News.

"'Ibis is a sustainable position

for our car company and the vol-

ume potential is enormous. We are
doing 35,000 (export cars) now

and there is ~ big opportunity in

the US if we can get a crack at it —

something like 30,000 units."

Ono of the problems standing in

the way is corrosion prota;tian,
which is a much bigger problem in

foreign markets with weather

extremes, whec~e salt is used to
stop ice from fornung.
The engineering department,

however, is ~a~orking on a oomo-

sion protection package that the
company is confident will satisfy

overseas markets.
Holden is already supplying the

Saudis with police cars and recent-

ly the company took a car to
Florida in the US, where there is
"tremendous interest" in the car,

•

for local forces to test.

Mr McKenzie reports tfiat they

were delighted with the car, which

was quite acontrast with the soft-

ly sprung machines they arse used

to —not surprising, really, as the

5.7-Gme LS 1 engine is only avail-

able in performance cars like the

Chevrolet Corvette over there,

With no locally avau7able REVD

car in the future., ponce wi11 eichex

have to settle for front-drive

American iron or convince GM
executives that tfi~y need the RWD

Aussie Commodore.
The business case for exports

wiU become even stronger in the

future as local proa~ction of chc
new V6 engine cranks up, which
will save Holden a lot of grief with

guying against chc us aotla~:

Holden is also keen to build

the V8 in Australia, probably

alongside the V6 in the new

engine plant.
And its case is stronger, thanks co

the popularity of the 5.7-litrz V8 in

both domestic and export salts.
Whereas the old 5.0-litre Holden

engine sold about 12,000 a year,

the Gen III is running at up to
40,000 units a year.

David ~#a4sa11

Book hlm, Rosso: Ross McKenzie is keen on

• _ ~ supplying Commodore cop cars to the US and

other world markets.
a~~
;~.
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~~ T ie SyclrTey Morning Herald

rinted the followin correction lastp S
month: "In the Herald's Marketing pages

,~ on Thursday, a story about Mr Don

Chi 's election cam ai n for thePP P g
Melbourne City Council named his
running partner as Ms Leaky Warbling.

Mr Chipp's running partner is Melbourne

businesswoman Ms Rilka Warbanoff.

The mistake was caused by a spen-checker

error." 18 August 2001 . New Scientist

*o right, 1 mean left
Diti~ering motorists will be able to
broadcast their uncertainty to the world
with the "holdback indicators" being
patented by Gerald Cotter of Lancaster
(GB 2356747). Four extra ~ndica#or
lights are fitted to the front and rear
corners of a car, these extra tights are
controlled by a switch that is completely
separate from the conventional
indicators. When drivers want to turn
left, but are not quite sure where their
turning is, they flash the left "holdbacks"
--or the right ones if they want to
turn right. And they flash both lights if
they're not sure whether their turning is
to the left or to the right. Barry Fox

25 August 2001 •New Scientist

A °'CLIPPER"
HAl R—CUTTING SET
FROM THE GRACE
BROTHERS DEPARTMENT
STORE IN SYDNEY
COMES WITH A LABEL
PR~MiSING A "LIFETIME
2 YEAR WARRANTY"

11 August 2001 . New Scientist

~. No~~EH
IF1UoLDEN HS1/ VX SEiili~S C:'~S
`?()0() W keg. y,5U1) miles, (.)rion
Silver, ABS, S:3L,J9~i - H,R. C)wen
Cadilla<:~ and C;hc~vrolet: -
C,hisieh~ic:st. t1~() t33(?8 ,'381
r 443fl74b

Evening Standard Friday, F July 200

WHAT'S IN OUR NEW LEAD
REPLACEMENT FUEL?

I have an old Victor utility two stroke
mower, which I've had for years to do under
fences, around trees, etc. I have always used
leaded fuel to mix my two stroke fuel without
any problems. When finished with the
mower I switch the fuel tap off and let the
engine run the fuel out.

I usually ref ll the tank ready for the next
use. The mower f'uei tank has a back plastic
cap with a clear plastic depth indicator.

About a month ago when I was checking
the fuel I noticed that the clear plastic had
started to go soft. I refilled the tank after use
as I was going to New Zealand for three
weeks and thought I would check it out when
I got home. I did this after I arrived home
and the clear plastic had melted and looked
like a piece of soft toffee.

It makes one wonder if it's affecting fuel
lines, carburettors with plastic floats and
needle and seats.
John Neumann, 1689 remembrance Dr,
Picton NSW 2571.
We have had' a number of phone calls from South
Australia and Western Australia re plastic fuel
tanks on mowers and whipper snipers using LRP
(lead replacement petrol). We haven't heard of
any compensation from the oi! corrr{~anies, or
comments for that matter, for sma11 engines. In
pre 1986 cars in South Australia, when LRP was
introduced 12 months or so back, ~t caused a !ot of
problenu in cars with plastic ~n the fuel delivery
systems and injectors Some people were
compensated if they complained Ed

~ ~ ~,~./ /
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HOLDEN UK REGISTER MEMBERSHIP LIST

MEMBERSHIP

NUMBER
NAME ADDRESS CAR

'Springhill'

George Lane,
2 Patrick Hemphill

Glemsford,
Suffolk. C010 7SB No Holden

1 1 1 Charles St

3 Guy Hardy
Milford Haven
Pembrokeshire
SA73 2HW Chevrolet Kommando

5 fCen Garner 39, Roebuck Rd, Chessington, 1986 VL Calais

Surrey, KT9 1 JY D807HYL

34 Sylvester Street

Mango Hiil
1 1 Robin Tripp

Queens{and,
Australia, 4509. 1959 FB Wagon

7 Rymers Close, Tunbridge
20 Chris Camp

We{fs, Kent, TN2 3AQ Mk7 Bolwell Special

Racing Executive
Jockey Club of Kenya

21 Tim J Thompson
PO Box 40373 Nairobi 1969 Premier

Kenya TEF 686X

1965 HD Sedan

27 John Kingston 38 Darling St, Enniskillen, 1974 Kingswood

Northern Ireland, BT74 7EW Station Sedan

47, Twickenham Rd, Newton 1969 Brougham HG
28 C Manley

Abbot, Devon, TQ12 4JF 1970 Kingswood HT

8 Dalby Ave, Birstall, Leicester,30 Rosemary Camp
LE4 4FQ No Holden

Osteroder Str. 28, 37539 Bad
33 iVlartin Gartner

Grund/Harz, Germany 1956 FE Sedan

1958 FC Sedan

35 Coffin Suckamore 16, Baker St, Orsett, Grays, SFF 732

Essex, RM 16 3LJ 1959 FC Sedan

42 Noel St, Marayong, NSW
38 Dennis Gardner

2148, Australia 1955 FJ Sedan

Burrswood, 9 Northdown Way,

52 Graham Beasley Cliftonvilfe, Margate, Kent, CT9 1954 FJ Special

3Q0 LSU 912

20 Rone(ean Rd

62 David Hart Tolworth

Surrey KT6 7LJ No Holden

Flat 12/77 Bultje Street

63 John Trebeck Dubbo
NSW 2830 Australia No Holden

Preysingstrasse 72,

67 Anthony Healey 81667 Munchen,

Germany No Holden

1 1 Ferneaux Place,

68 Robert Vale Melton, LC & TA Torana

Victoria 3337, Australia VS Series I! V6

The Great Australian bite

69 Brian J King Restaurant,
Steenweg 283, Blue EK

3620 Rekem-Lanaken, Belgium DM-32-00

3, The Drope,
71 Jim & Jo Powell

St George Super Ely Vale of 1982 Camira

Glamorgan CF5 6EQ PRP 398Y

47, Silverspot Close ,
Rainham,

72 Anthony Grainger
Kent. Brock Commodore VK

ME8 8JS SS
1984 VK

5 Springfield Rd, Commodore
76 Garry Lennox

Kingston upon Thames, Brock SS 5ltr

KT1 2SA A626 LYH

77 Geoff Latter 9b The Greenway, Uxbridge,

Middlesex, UB8 2PH No Holden

277 Hithermoor Rd

Staines 1959 FC
78 Charles H Pinion

Middlesex Grey Sedan

TW 19 6AZ FSK 990

19, Fruin Avenue

79 Brian Kiloh Newton Mearns
Glasgow G77 6HG No Holden

12, Thackeray Close,

Braintree, 1964 EH Station
80 Anthony Hancock

Essex, Wagon

CM7 1 BW JYR 389K

67 Quinbrooks,

81 Charley Brighton Slough, 1981 Senator (Chevy

SL2 5RU. YLU 700M

107 Remer St
Crewe

83 Colin Seddon
Cheshire

CW 1 4LZ No Holden

17 Grebe Walk

Higher Offerton
84 Carl Taylor

Stockport 1962 EK Special

Cheshire SK2 54T Q347 ANJ

GIV Ltd
Unit 12 Beachampton Business HSV Dealer HSV

85 Rod Clausen
Park Nash GTS-UK 2000 LS1

Rd Beachampton Saloon S7

Bucks MK 19 6EA HSV

Applemead
Church Street

$7 Karl Anders
Stonesfield
Oxfordshire OX8 8PS No Holden
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18 Bedford Rd

88
Matthew

Sheffoid Bedfordshire 1992 VP 3.8 V6
Hollingsworth

SG 17 5DJ J750 WRD

25 Upbrook Mews 1964 Milano MK1 GT
89 Mike Eagles

London W2 3HG EGF 5478

38 Watford Way Coggeshall

90 John Ward Nr Colchester

Essex

C06 1 PS 1961 FB ~HSL 704y

26 Kings Road

Glemsford

91 Duane Jackson Sudbury

Suffolk 1988 JE Camira Estate

C014 7QL E168 MPV

3 Above Down Cottages

Glampton
92 Richard Gubbay

Nr. Kingsbridge 1974 HQ Sedan 202cu

Devon TQ7 3EU in GUS 960

Rare Spares PO Box 10, Mail

93 Keith Gaff De{ivery Centre, Somerton Vic

3062

94 Richard Ingram 20 Avondale Ave Neasden

London NW2 7PA No Car

• • •
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AUSTRALIA'S LONGEST
RUNNING OLU CAR

Ma~Az~N~.
First ~uhlishcci in 1973 cnvcrin~

ori~inAi ve~iicics frun~ tljc st~rl ~t

the motor cRr to the 1970's.
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