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~TTING ~1EW STAI~IDARDS in
charm of design, as well as in
excellence of inkerior and exterior
~ini~h, I-~olden's Australaan Motor

Bodies offer- unequalled factors of safety,
w~aich add considerably to the comfort
and confidence of thousands o~ Australian
motorists.

The remarkable rate of ~rogre~s sand ~' 921
can best b~ realized by these exfracts f~~m
the Balance Sheets :--

1921-2 1925-6

Turnover - - £.357,43 c2,251.,2~1
Wages aid Salaries X75,869 £652,566
dumber of Bodies

Produced - 4,190 32,393

~i ICI D I~1 O '~ ~' ~ - I~ ~!► ~'
by virtue o~ their supremacy the number o~ Holden Motor Bodies Manu-
factured at the Worl~s in Adelaide--One of the Largest in the V~orld—is

d

Suc~~ facts as these cannot but offer incontrovertible proof of this
fine product's infinite superiority
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CHAIRMAN /EDITOR. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,

Surrey, KT9 1 JY. 020 8287 4932. - holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk Hi All,

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron House, This is the last Thanks to all those
111 Charles Street, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA~73 2HW. edition for 2 04 ~ of you who have2254 - cawdronhard 1 ahoo.co.uk0164 669 Y COY alread a uiet timeY q contributed to the
EVENTS OFFICER. Rob A se , 10 Kingsdown Way , Townhill Park, .Southampton,p Y

for car events. magazine over the

Hampshire, S018 2GH 023 049 2844 - rober~.apsey@ntlworld.com However We have past years Your
our annual January input is what makes

The Register is recognised by Holden Ltd bash to look fOrwaC'd the ma azine what itg

The Club is an Associate Member of the Vauxhall Bedford Opel Association (VBOA)
to on Sunday

~~ Janua 23rd t~ o
is. Keep up the good
work. I hope Ittuber of the Association of British Drivers ABDand a me ~ ~ - celebrate Australia encourages those of

S ares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above.
p

day. once again this you who haven't yet
Technical Adviser (pre 1968). Patrick Hemphill. is at th e Ace Cafe in put pen to
01787 282307 - patrick@prhemphill.freeserve.co.uk London. The paper/finger to
Technical Adviser (post 1968): Garry Lennox - galennox@clara.net weather has alwa s ~y ke board to sendy
Club Website: http:l/ww~N.holdenuk.co.uk - e-mail: holdenuk@holdenuk.co.uk

been kind to us
th re e, as ~t also has

me some items for
inclusion.

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE: at Holden Day at

HQLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three Billing. Long may Finally, may I wish

No. 4-Date. 50p Each. that continue. everyone a very

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 Each. Happy Christmas
stickers (With Club Logo) Sop Each. In the previous few and best wishes for
Tax Disc Holder .. 50p Each. months Holden Ltd 2005.

~ Key Fob .. 50p Each.
has announced uiteah Bade .. £7 Each.Clot g

£8 Each. a few new models,
Tie (Blue) ..

M/L/XL .. X6.50 Pl~,s £1 p&pT Shirts (S/ )
keeping the media

Metal Car Bade .. X10 Plus £1 p&p9
interested with the Regards

Binders for Club Magazine (holds 12) £6 Plus £1 p&p controversy over ~~,~~
~,~ ~bonnet scoops on ,~j~

~'.All the ues a able to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)
a p y

the new VZ {see. ~~~
NOTE. Equivale~~ ~~~~~ts ~n AUS$ and the Euro can be accepted, p lease contact a e 11 and -p g ) the re

~.
'~~~.'a

the Chairr~an f~~ ~~t~~~~. introdUCtiOn of the
Small itern~ ~~~~~II be s~~~ ~°~~~~ ~~r~e ~v~~~ next copy of the rx~~g~z~~e, ot~~~rvise please ~~~ 

~j~~tag~.

Torana name (see Ken
gage 17).
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40 NEWTOWN
UChFI~LD

EAST SUSSES
TN22 5DF
ENGLAND

TEL; a~82~ 76561

~-~11~IL;
~cayme~~~fuilthr°attle.fr~~ser~ve.ca.uk

1A/eb Site
wv~v~.3~f ullthr~attle.f r~+~s~rve.co.uk

Dear Holden Chub

~lop~ you can use this to help f i I I }your news/reviev~ pages.

We sa~r the small editorial piece in Ciassi~ ~m~ric~~ l~tagazine on your
Regist~:r aMd thought you might (zke to yap know that w~ carp supply several
Videa's and DVD's featuring h~Cad.t~Eh~ cars from their beginn+ngs up to fih~
2003 Bathurst and 2Q03 Australian ̀ louring Gar Chat~pianship.
We are the exclusive importers in Europe for the Chevron and eanb~rra
Sumrrrern~ts range of videos and DUQs. Enc{ose a fu!! list o~ o►~r Aussie -titles.

1IU`e cap a~so~ supply a feet flit{e~ with the ~o~nmodo~~s c~rnp~~ir~g in d h~ ~3ritish
and 'V1l~rld Touring Car Championships in 1987 & 8~.

T'~I. Full Thrott{~ 4.825 76561 - u~ -~~ ~~~ fQr r°~r~or~ d~-~a~il~ car chick ou-~
the 1Neb site..,..,..

I would b~ very grateful if you could rnentiar~ the user-friendly web site
w~vw.32f ullthrottle.f re~serve.co.uk

Regards..... ~- ~ Ian Fleet.
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From: "Richard Shimmel!" <rshimmell a(~,tiscali.co.uk>
To: <holdenuk(a~ndirect.co.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2004 3:45 PM
Subject: Workshop manuals available for Holden

Dear Ken,

We have been supplying the classic car scene for some 15 years with technical
information.
It started from us being enthusiasts ourselves interested in Sunbeam Talbots.

We have now available workshop manuals by ELLERY PUBLICATIONS for the
following:

Holden 48-215, FJ, FE, FC, FB, EK, EJ 1948-1963 all 6cyl
Holden EH, HD, HR 1963-1968 all 6cyl including S4 & XZ
Holden HK, HT, NG 7968-7973 all 6cyl & V8 including Monaro, Brougham & Ute
Holden HQ, HJ, HX, HZ 1973-1978 all6cyl & V8 including Monaro, Statesman &
U to
Torana LC, LJ, LH, LX & UC 1969-1979 all 6cyl & V8 including XU-1, SLR5000,
A9X, L34 & SL/T
Nova LE 1989-1992 SL, SLX & SLE
Apollo JK, JI 1989-1993 SL, SLX, SLE, GS &Executive
Commodore VB, VC, VH, VK 1978-1986 all 6cyl & V8 icluding SL, Executive
Commodore VL 1986-1988 all 6cyi & V8 including SL, Executive, Berlina, Calais
{not turbo)
Commodore VN, VP 1988-1993 all V6 & V8 including Executive, Berlins, S, SS
Calais
Commodore VR, VS 1993-1997 all V6 & V8 including Executive, Acclaim, Berlins,
S, SS Calais
Commodore VT, VX, VY 7 997-2004 all V6 & V8 including Executive, Acclaim,
Berlins, S, SS Calais
Hoiden Transmission Repair 1963-1988 Auto-Hydra-Matic, Power glide, Trimatic,
Hydra-Matic 400, VL Automatic
Manual-VL 3 spd, MC6 torque master, VL spd

Holden V8 Rebuild &Hotrod 1969-1999 Tech info on all Holden V8 253; 308, 4.21,
5.01, 5.71 carb & EF1
Holden Torana restoration 1969-1979 How to restore &repair Torana LC, LJ, LH,
LX, UC all 6cy! & V8's

Holden - HSV Holden Special Vehicles 1988-2003 HSV Model description with
facts, figures, colour photo's and general info

The Vehicle manuals are priced at.........£17.95
Diesel Maintenance manual (very large)....£26.95
HSV book ..................................£17.95
These prices do not include carriage costs.

Best regards,
Richard Shimmell
Mercian Manuals Ltd
353 Kenilworth Road
Balsall Common
Coventry
CV7 7DL
Tel: 01676 533304
Fax: 07676 533304
Mobile: 07929 084172
Web: www.mercianmanuals.co.uk

Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency
Vehicle Policy Group

~ ~ Longview Road
Morriston
Swansea
SA6 7JL

Telephone: 01792 76 5186
Fax: 01792 76 5210D K Garner GTN:

Holden UK Register Email:
39 Roebuck Road Web Site: http://www.dvla.gov.uk
Chessington
KT9 1 JY

Your reference:
Our reference: VPG 2/3/8

Date: 18 October 2004

Dear Sir or Madam

Thank you for your recent application to join the V765 scheme. I am pleased to inform you
that your club has been accepted as an approved vehicle club who may countersign V765
applications.

I have enclosed a copy of the new V765/1 booklet and a copy of the guidelines for your
information.

Yours sincerely

~m~~~ ~5~..

Amanda Kersey
Vehicle Policy Group

,~' , ~ ~'

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE8 18/10/04 An executive agency of the Department for Transport
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5 July 2004

HOLDEN'S BEST MONTH IN MORE THAN 21 YEARS

Hoiden has rounded off the first half of 2004 with its best monthly sales result since Decemaer 1982
and leadership in the passenger and light truck segments.

Holden sold 17,502 vehicles during June led by its barnstorming light commercial range which
reached an a!I-time high of 5354, now 38 per cent higher for the year to date than 2003.

Rodeo headed the charge with an all-time monthly record of 2553 sales, closely followed by 2216 Ute
range sales.

Holden has now sold 88,381 vehicles during 2004, almost 2000 units higher than in 2003, for overall
market share of 18.7 per cent behind Toyota at 21.3 percent

Holden Sales Director, Megan Stooke, said Holden's first half result was pleasing given the fierce
competifiveness of the marketplace.

Ms Stooke said Holden had been able to progressively build on its passenger car strengths with light
commercial and all~vheel-drive capability.

She said Holden's launch program for 2004 was all based in the second half, providing the drive fa
even stronger performances towards the end of the year.

"The market is n~nning at record pace and everyone is working hard to ensure we have cars available
for buyers," Ms Stooke said°

"Commodore had its strongest month for the year with 7746 sales and now leads its nearest large car
rival by more than 5000 units or almost 15 per cent

"Antra and Barina also had their best months for 2004 with 2756 and 646 sales respectively and
Caprice completed a record first half. However, these sorts of records will need to keep falling to keep

—pace with the market for the rest of the year.

"Holden is currently forecasting 950,000 for the market although tariff reductions in January 2005 may
have a dampening effect in the second half of 2004."

For media enquiries, contact:
Jason Laird, Hoiden Corporate Affairs
Tel: 03 9647 5278 or 0439 998523
jason.lairdCc~Qm.com
Media can access Holden Media Online at http:/lmedia.holden.com.au

A big scoop for
Holden
By Andrew Heasley
The Age
Thursday September 16 2004

Prominent bonnet scoops
on the new VZ Monaro are
for show, not for go, write

Andrew Heasley.

The prominent bonnet scoops on Holden's new VZ Monaro are set to
polarise opinion: you will love them or loathe them. Holden says .they will be
the hot topic of debate among car fans, and it's happy for it to be just so.
Secret customer clinics held to gauge public reaction to the biggest visual
change to the Monaro since its reintroduction in late 2001 gave the scoops
the thumbs up, the company says.
Holden's chairman and managing director Denny Mooney admits there were
some in the marketing department who preferred the look of the Monaro
without nostrils.
"That was not my decision on the hood scoops," he told journalists at the
launch of the new model at Holden's rugged Lang Lang proving ground
south-east of Melbourne. "Some people will love it, some will hate it. That's
O K."

At last month's launch of Holden's Alloytec V6 engine, it was a different
story. Pictures had leaked about the bonnet scoops, but with a wink and a
nod, Holden executives intimated that the scoops were for US and export
versions of the Monaro only, that they weren't to Australian tastes. Now, in a
blazing U-turn, the scoops are here to stay.
The scoops imbue the Monaro with a more muscular look but do precious
little else. Holden engineering director Tony Hyde admits they serve no
purpose in assisting the engine to breathe, as the air intake is actually below
the lef# headlight.
The scoops are the greatest visual change but $15 million of engineering
work has been done to shift the Monaro's character further from being a two-
door Commodore and gave it its own character.
Sharper "launch feel" -- the way the Monaro accelerates off the line -- was
one of the engineers' primary goals, which has seen several tweaks to
engine, transmission and final drive. The 5.7-litre engine's output has been
boosted 15kW to a substantial 260kW at 5600rpm, and torque to 500Nm at
4000rpm, while the car's weight has increased by 50 kilograms. Other
changes include shorter gear ratios, a lower final-drive ratio and improved
torque low in the rev range.



Assisting the engine to breathe is a new, large-bore dual-exhaust system,
reducing back pressure by 25 percent, capped off with two eye-catching
95mm chrome tips. The new dual exhaust was made possible by the
relocated fuel tank (to meet US safety regulations, where the car is exported
in left-hand-drive as the Pontiac GTE). The tank relocation, though,
cannibalises boot space. Fuel consumption rises to 15.3 and 13.7 litres per
100kms, for the manual and automatic respectively.
There are bigger, recalibrated brakes, the largest ever fitted to a Holden, the
company says. Four ventilated discs, 320mm at the front, 286mrn at the
rear, and ABS (with Brake Assist and brake-force distribution) that kicks in
more easily, provide confident stopping power, even after several hard stops
on the test track.
Steering has been improved with a new power steering pump, previously the
main flaw of earlier performance Commodores.
New 18-inch wheels and wide Bridgestone Potenza tyres have turned the
Monaro into a very adept and forgiving handler -- albeit a weighty one -- with
few vices evident after both sprints around Lang Lang's infield twisty track
(with embedded tram tracks and surface irregularities) and on its wet skid
pan. There is switchabie traction control, but no stability control system to
catch driver mistakes.
Holden executives give blank looks when quizzed on when the 6.0-litre V8
powering the current Corvette will see duty under the bonnet. Drive believes
this so-called Gen IV engine is at least a year away for Holden but will arrive
in HSVs from next month.
At $60,490 (up $500 on the previous model}, Holden aims to sell 300 VZ
Monaros a month.

~;W

The pia~form now arriving
By Hilton Holloway
The Sydney Morning Herald
Friday July 16 2004

Somewhere under the skin of this concept car lies the basis of the 2006 Commodore
and Hilton Holloway has driven it.
The outskirts of Frankfurt are not where you'd expect to find the next generation of
Australia's biggest-selling car. Yet, here I am behind the wheel of the vehicle that will
form the basis of the 2006 Holden Commodore -- the VE.
I'm on a vast, grey, concrete runway at a former US Air Force base close to the factory
in Russelsheim where the car that spawned the Commodore was born 25 years ago.
General Motors has allowed a handful of European motoring writers behind the wheel of
its Insignia concept car from fast year's Frankfurt motor show. To my colleagues, it's just
another concept vehicle but its significance is not lost on me.
GM's media minders insist the car is a design study only but Drive knows better than
that. Beneath the bulging flanks and sweeping curves is the platform that Australians
will be driving a couple of years from now.
advertisement
advertisementUnderthe bulbous bonnet is an engine familiar to Australians, the 5.7-litre
V8 which powers today's high performance Commodores. It sounds great and we
haven't even got into Drive yet. I'm not allowed to engage the four-speed automatic,
that's the job of the German engineer sitting in the back seat, babysitting this $3 million
hand-built machine.
"OK, you go now," he commands in an authoritative German accent. And with that, we
commence the first of four slow laps of the runway, about six kilometres in total, with a
top speed of just 40kmh.
So I don't exceed that speed, the engineers have fitted an electronic speed limiter to the
car. It's not the engine or the underpinnings they're worried about, it's the fragile, hand-
moulded body which is made of metal and composite materials.
Under the grey German skies the Insignia cuts an impressive figure. This is the first time
we've seen it away from bright motor show fights.
It's a refreshingly bold and confident shape but don't expect the new Commodore to
look like this. The 2006 model will be an all-new design but one which Holden insiders
insist will be instantly recognisable as a Commodore.
Just as the 1996 VS Commodore gave a clue as to how the then all-new 1997 VT
Commodore would look, Holden says the slightly revised VZ Commodore due next
month provides clues to the look of the all-new 2006 model.
We're not here to judge the Insignia's looks, however, rather sample its soul. Once the
delicate, leather-covered selector has been slotted into gear, the back of the car
hunkers down, ready for action. After easing off the brake pedal the Insignia slinks
away.
It is immediately clear that the steering is yet to be calibrated. 1t's rather light and
lifeless. That said, it only needs to be used to manoeuvre the car on and off trucks for its
various show appearances.
In most other respects, however, the Insignia doesn't feel like other concept cars I've
sampled. Despite its apparently fragile, prototype status, it feels like a production car.
Probably because what's underneath us is production-ready.
Holden sent across an early VE Commodore platform on which Opel built this concept
car.
GM minders refused to let us look under the insignia, so we can only report on what you
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can see in these pictures. Details such as suspension layout and design will remain
under wraps until the VE Commodore goes on sale in March 2006. But what we can

determine -- judging by the position of the wheels -- is that the next Commodore will
have a longer and wider track. - _
With this in mind, what can we conclude from our brief encounter?
Of most interest to Commodore drivers is that the wheels will be pushed out as far as

possible to each corner of the car. The result is a wider and longer stance which should

lead to more sure-footed handling. The massive 20-inch wheels add to the sumo
wrestler-like stance.
The bigger footprint gives an immense sense of stability and security, without detracting

from its agility. The extra girth will also enable Holden designers to create a roomier

cabin in the 2006 Commodore.
As the drive comes to an end, the engineer sitting in the back seat leans forward and

says "OK?" as he puts the transmission into Park once we come to rest.

And that's it. No fanfare, no fuss. My experience of the chassis which will drive Holden's

around the world for the next 10 years is over in less than 10 minutes.
Our expertise goes around the world
The Opel Insignia is just one of a number of vehicles that could, one day, have

Australian know-how underneath them.
As Drive has reported in the past, General Motors has given Holden the responsibility

for engineering a large, rear-drive platform for the mass market. It is a significant step

for Holden and a sign of its maturity as a global automotive player.
The Commodore was born a little over 25 years ago after Holden localised the large

Opel sedan from Germany. Since then, Holden has made an increasing number of

modifications to the Opel donor car and today there is little resemblance between the

two.
With the 2006 model, Holden and the Commodore will have come full circle -- Holden

will be engineering large, rear-drive sedans for markets in Europe and potentially the

rest of the world.
Holden exports the Commodore and Statesman to the Middle East as a Chevrolet and

the Monaro to the US as a Pontiac.
It is possible that the next Commodore will be assembled and sold in Sweden as a

Saab, America as a Buick and Korea and China as a Daewoo. And, of course, it will

continue #o be built in Adelaide as a Holden.
General Motors' Australian outpost has found itself in a prime position to take

responsibility for all GM's mass-market rear-drive cars.
While the rest of the world dropped rear-drive in favour of front-drive, Holden kept the

faith and eventually became the only company in the GM empire to build large, rear-

drive sedans.
When GM finally realised there was a trend back to rear-drive cars, it called Holden for

help. GM's global product supremo, Bob Lutz, had been impressed by what Holden

could achieve with relatively little money. He rushed through an export version of the

Monaro coupe to be sold as the Pontiac GTO in America with a view to eventually

seeing the new-generation VE platform adopted worldwide.
The VE is said to be the first of a series of global platforms masterminded by a single

development team, which then supplies the fixed technology to GM's various brands

around the world.
Drive understands that the plans are locked in but General Motors is saving the

announcements for later, to coincide with various international motor shows around the

world.
Hybrid Holden

There could be a hybrid version of the 2006 Commodore, Holden chairman and
managing director, Denny Mooney, has revealed. He said this week that Holden was
"working on" a hybrid vehicle using the new Alloytec V6 engine to supplement an
electric motor in a hybrid drive system. He added the hybrid was "a couple of years
away".
Engine builder
Although the grey engine which first saw the light of day in 1948 in the original Ho(den
48-215 was Holden's first production car engine, the company was already experienced
in engine-building. During World War 11 it produced cylinder heads and engine blocks for
the GM-designed Gray Marine diesel engine which powered Normandy landing craft on
D-Day. It also built Gypsy Major aero engines and tour-cylinder radial engines for
torpedoes.
Plant upgrade
In preparation for the 2006 Commodore, Holden's assembly plant in Elizabeth, South
Australia, has been closed for a fornight as equipment is wheeled in as part of a $440
million upgrade which will be carried out progressively during the next two years. The
investments include spending nearly $50 million on a new transfer press line, $55
million on a body shop and $65 million on electro-coat facilities to improve corrosion
resistance and paint quality.
Foreign legion
Holden's V6 Alloytec engine, announced this week, will be the main engine for the 2006
Commodore. It is machined from aluminium cylinder blocks which are cast in Mexico
and crankshafts which are imported from North America. From next year the aluminium
cylinder heads will be cast in South Australia and eventually the cylinder blocks will be
cast at Fishermans Bend.
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A REBORN Holden
Torana stunned the
Australian Internation-
al- Motor Show in Syd-
ney yesterdlay.
The $3.5 million model

is only a concept car,
but could go into pro-
duction if there is
enough demand.
It might be named

after a 1970s Holden
.:hero, but the hot pink
Torana TT36 show car
features all the latest
technology, including a
twin-turbo V6 engine
built in Melbourne.
Holden chairman Den-

ny Mooney said the faur-
door concept is the per-

fect modern interpreta-
tion of the 1 orana cult-
car, which was phased
out in 1980.
"We think it's fitting of

the original name," Mr
Mooney said.
He said Holden didn't

have much choice when
it came to a name.
"The feeling inside- our

organisation was that
the people were going to
call it Torana anyway,
whatever we called it,"
Mr Mooney said.
The last Holden con-

cept cax to cause such a
stir at a motor show was
the Coupe in 1998, which
-was renamed Monaxo by
public demand before it
went into production.
Mr Mooney said the

new-age Torana would
not necessarily make it
into Holden showrooms,
but would have a better
chance if it got a good
reaction.
"I hope the reaction to

this is phenomenal, be-
cause if it is, it gives us
more energy as we work
the product planning
process," he said.
"I'd love to see it tomor-

row quite honestly, bud

there are a lot of things we
have on our platter."
The Torana was so

popular even the Depu-
ty Prime Minister and
former Torana owner
John Anderson wanted
to be photographed in
front of it.
"I'd love to take it for a

spin, , but I don't think
that's. possible today,"
Mr Anderson said.
The Torana concept

was shaped by a team in
Melbourne and took a
year. to design and build.
It features a stunning

white intericr with pink
highlights and touch-
.screen DVD player.

It's futuristic, but not a
pie-in-the-sky concept
like some models car-
makers produce.
"The Torana TT36

might be simply for show
— but it's not about
outrageous technology,"
said Holden design direc-
tor Tony Stolfo.:`
"We consider some-

thing very close could be
practically achievable iri
the not-too-distant fu- ̀
ture,,, he said.

Show stopper: the sleek lines of Hoiden's TT36 Torana wowed visitors.

16
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IN one of the biggest shake-ups in
motoring for years, drivers in the
Irish Republic are going metric -but
the problems are already piling up.

The plan is that on 1 December,
everything switches from mph to
kph. A staggering 58,000 new speed
limit and ̀ distance to destination'
signs are being erected, at a total
cost of 9miflion Euros (£6million).

However, until the changeover
has been completed, some roads
will carry both sets of signs, adding
to motorists' confusion. Meanwhile,

the limits on several classes of road
are being adjusted, so the signs carry
whole numbers. For example, the
motorway limit will be 120kph,
rather than 112kph (70mph).
News that from January all
new models will have to be
fitted with speedos marked
in kph isn't helping, either.

What's more, according
to a survey by RAC Ireland,
only 15 per cent of motorists
in Dublin can convert 70kph
into its mph equivalent. Some

• •
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GM sisals m~rket~ng intentions
Halden's parent co~npany, General Motors
Corporation, has registered the nameplates "GTS-R"
and "Malagara" for use in Australia and New
Zealand.

While GTS-R has peen -used before - on
performance HSV VS Commodores of the mid-1g9Qs
- it appears GM has grand designs for the Malaga~a.

Its name has been trademarked fora ,range of
different goods, inc(~ding as a car r~ame~late, on
Ivey rings, badges, computer games, sunglasses,
fridge magnets, watches, trophies, pens, stic[<ers,
bedding, tov~,rels, ccasteYs, cushions, mugs, jacicefs,
caps,. footwear, socks, underwear, model cars, golf
bags, clubs and balls, to name but a few trin!<ets.

15 September 2004 Auto Express

suggested 30mph, while others be-
lieved it was more than 100mph.

The correct answer is 44mph.
To help ease the switch, the

Irish Department of Transport
is to issue every driver with
a ̀ ready reckoner'. It's an
at-a-glance guide that can
be placed on a vehicle's
dashboard or windscreen to
help motorists keep within

the law. Another 1.5million
Euros (£1 m) is being spent on

a public information campaign.
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Would you order drowned man? At that price? From a Prague restaurant's menu

IN Sydney, Australia if you put up a "no junk

mail" sign outside your house, it is legally
enforceable. New Scientist reader Simon

Pretty, who is not an Australian citizen, was

there in the run-up to this month's election.
So he took an extra precaution to stem the
flood of bumph. He added "...including
anything election-related - we cannot
vote!" at the foot of his sign. It worked.
Mostly. He received just one leaflet -from
the local Green Party. "Infuriated I called
the candidate" he reports, "to find out
why the supposedly environmentally
aware gentleman, of all candidates,

WHEN you set out on a journey it is nice
to know how long it's likely to take.
So a!I credit to the UK's Highways Agency
for providingthe real-time information
service atwww.highways.gov.uk/tra~cinfo.
At the beginning of October it was helpfully
telling us that roadworks on the part of

the M25 motorway around London that
passes Heathrow airport were due to be
completed in 456 days, 5 hrs and 57
minutes. We'd be there with a stopwatch
to check, if the deadline wasn't midnight
on NewYeais Eve.

had er etrated this wasteful act " NewScientist 13d October 2004P P
"Oh, we ask our people to target those

with the'No junk mail' signs," he was told.
"They are the ones most likely to vote for us."

Paper towels will stay clean and dry if you keep them
on a roller suspended on the inside of the trunk. The
handy to use holder can be screwed to a flock of wood
held in pla~,e by two of the many exposed trim bolls
you'11 find in most cars.

There are times when I'm especially
proud to be Australian. One such
moment occurred this week when
reader Richard Crowther sent me a
newspaper cutting showing how my
countrymen have been responding
to the threat of mobile 'safety'
cameras, unashamed revenue-raisers
wherever they are deployed, be it in
Australia, the UK or on the moon.
Seems a group of four fed-up

driven from Canberra spotted one
of the much hated vans parked
beside a busy road. While those inside
concentrated on trapping passing
motorists, they sneaked to the front
of the van, removed the numberplate
and attached it to a van of their own.
They then drove past the camera
position at elevated speed -not just
once, but a rather emphatic 17
times. Australia's automated speed-
fines system is extremely well-oiled:
within a day or so it had issued 17
separate speeding tickets citing the
'safety' van itself.

1 3 J U LY 2004 WWW.AUTOCAR_CO.UK
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November &December

G'Day Holden Fans,

As you will all be aware now that winter is approaching, November &
December will be quiet times for Club Show. So i will just give you a small
rundown on the two Events we had in September &October.

The "HOLDEN DAY" on Sunday 19th September; Myself & my EH Holden,
had a great weekend, camping on the Saturday night along with a few guy's
& their partners from the HSV UK Drivers Club, chatting over a BBQ & a few
Beers, about everything Holden, while watching HOLDEN IN
MOTORSPORT on DVD. What a way to end the night.

On Sunday a few more cars turned up, Special thanks to Trev Drury in the
Red VU Ute &Steve Sykes in his 1970 LC Torana for making the trip and
the 5 cars firom the HSV Club, which added a New Monaro, 2 VT GTS's plus
a lovely Sting Red VX GTS 300Kw (410HP) &new VY 285Kw Clubsport R8
from New Zealand (Aust Spec Cars}. As usual the Sun shone on us again
at Billing which brought out the crowds who seemed to enjoy the range of
Hoidens we had on display.
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The "BATHURST BASH" Saturday 2nd October; Because of a friends
Wedding I unfortunately missed this one, but from what Trev has told me it
was another good Event at the Ace Cafe, with a nice selection of old &new
Holden's meeting up with some Old Fords & Valiiant's. I was even more
sorry to be told that I missed Anthony Hancock's lovely EH Special Station
Wagon. Thanks for coming along Anthony look forward to seeing your car in
the future and getting a picture of our two EH's together. Many fihanks to
Trev Drury &Steve Sykes once again for making the trip.

would like to send a special thanks to Stu Harris from Vauxhall, who went
along to the Ace in a Monaro & invited us to the Vauxhall Hospitality Suite at
Brands Hatch for the Sunday to see the Emotional Engineering Monaro GT.
met up with Trev &went along in his Ute, We then meet up with the HSV

Drivers Club on the way. Pictures of these events are on the HSV Drivers
Club Web Site, http://v~~ww. hsvdriversclub.co. uk/home/ Under Events.

It you haven't already seen it, my 1964 EH Holden is featured in the
November Issue of CLASSIC &SPORTS CAR Magazine. There is a 4 page
write-up comparing the 1964 Holden with a 1964 Vauxhall Velox. I was very
pleased with the article, but must apologise to Anthony Hancock because
the writer states my car is the only EH in the UK. I did tell them it is the only
EH Sedan in the UK and from what 1 understand the only other EH I knew of
was Anthony's Station Wagon.

Last of all I would like to wish Wayne Larsen &his family all the very best as
they settle back in Australia. Wayne is a good friend and we wil! miss his
huge enthusiasm for anything Holden and all the work he did to help the
Holden UK Register. Keep in touch Wayne.

The next meeting to take place is the anual Australia Day event at the Ace
Cafe in London on Sunday 23rd January 2405. As Australia Day is on the
Wednesday the event will be held on the Sunday before ok. See our Web
Site for details.

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year,

Rob Apsey.
Events Officer.
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