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COM11111TTEE:

John Acott's 1977 HX ute

CHAIRMAN /ACTIVITIES OFFICER. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. Phone. 020 8287 4932. E-mai(: holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron House,
111 Charles Street, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 2HW.
Phone/Fax 0164 669 2254 E-mail: cawdronhardy1 @yahoo.co.uk
EDITOR /PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER. Position Vacant

The Register is recognised by Holden Ltd

The Club is an Associate Member of the Vauxha(I Bedford Opel Association (VBOA)
and a member of the Association of British Drivers (ABD)

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above
Technical Adviser (pre 1968): Patrick Hemphill. Phone: 01787 282307

e-mail: Patrick@prhemphill.freeserve.co. uk
Technical Adviser (post 1968): Garry Lennox e-mail: galennox@clara.net

Club Website: http://v~~ww.holdenuk.co.uk

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:
HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3

No. 4-date.
Holden 1948-1962 Book
Stickers (With Club Logo)
Tax Disc Holder ..
Key Fob ..
Cloth Badge ..
Tie (Blue) ..
T Shirts (S/M/L/XL} ..
Metal Car Badge ..
Binders for Club Magazine (holds 12)

50p the Three
50p Each.
£8 Each.
50p Each.
50p Each.
50p Each.
£7 Each.
£8 Each.
£6.50 Plus £1 p&p
£10 Plus £1 p&p
£6 Plus £1 p&p

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)
NOTE: Equivalent amounts in AUS$ and the Euro can be accepted, please contact
the Chairman for details.
Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please add postage.

~/ ~-
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~~.~r0~
~ . - ti~Y ~ st -~

Hi all,

' Well the first Vauxhall
Monaros are now going out
to customers. There has
been good general press
coverage and it seems to
have been fairly well
received by the motoring
correspondents. I am
waiting to find out how well
they are selling. If they do
go well I'm sure we will see a
few more next year and
perhaps another of the
Holden models.
BAs I mentioned last month
would offer a small prize to
the firsfi member to spot a
Monaro on the road. Well
congratulations to Rob
Apsey. He got in touch a few
days ago to tell me that he
had qualified for the prize
and would be sending me a
photo to prove it!

—..~ --
~~ ~ ~

~a~LL~

a~ ~~
\1 (~~ \ ~ _.~ ~ PREMIER ~'

y

.~ ~ . ~ . s

It seems that the annual
VBOA Vauxhall day at Billing
in July is not happening this
year, so at the moment I am
trying to find another venue
for our Holden Day. If any
of you have any ideas or
preferences please let me
know.

Keep sending me those
letters, e-mails and cuttings°
It is these things which make
your magazine what it is.

Regards

Ken

_~ ,

...~~~::,~wK~.~` ~.~

2



_ _ S ~.~-~c~!.

~~ f~-~
~~. ~) o sue, ~ C ~~ c~ ~ ~ ~.i z.~ ~t~ ~i~%u~.~~-.~'

_ (tea ~~2 ~~ ~ 1-t~2- ~~l.a-~t~i~!'~~ Gam.+ ~ I ~ ; S ~~,~t

`~`~

olden and tiny Australian
sports car manufacturer
Elfin have teamed up to

reinvent the classic Clubman.
Michael Simcoe, Holden~s
executive design director (Asia
Pacificj, approached Elfin with the
idea of designing a new body for
their road/competition chassis.
The 1600cc 'four' already in use

was dropped and the new MS8
Clubman (above left) and the
subsequently designed MSS
Streamliner (above right) now have
a 5.7-litre V8 with a minimum of
325bhp. Weighing 875kg and 950kg
respectively, both hit 60mph in
under 4sec. The Clubman costs
$A85,000 (£34,700 and the
Streamliner $A105,00~ (E42,882):

4 5
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Fina(details have been confirmed for the Monaco, which
goes on sale in the UK on April i2. Like the VXZZo and
Lotus Carlton before it, the Monaco will only be available
through selected dealers. )ust one model is available at
the moment, priced at £28,650.

For this you get a 333 bhp version of the Gen III
5.7-~itre V8, with a 6-speed gearbox and LSD: Inside you
get switchab(e traction control, black. leather, cruise
control, CD player with Zo speakers, climate control,
rear parking assist, front and side airbags and electric
mirrors. UK cars get a lowered chassis over the
Australian version, plus i8 inch wheels.

Five colours are available, Devi(Yellow and Red Hot
solid colours, and Impulse Blue, Phantom Back and
Quicksilver meta((ics. There are no factory fit options,
but dealers can fit a cigar lighter, mudflaps and a rear
spoiler for £668 fitted. Dealers can
also supply and fit a Tracker
security system.

,x.,

}

f' 
n7m. +Zq G. i4~j̀~, 
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$` ~ Y

Reprinted from Totally Vauxhall Magazine
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1977 HX Ute

mast new
and Aussie
THE FIRSTVauxhall VXR cars
will be shown at this month's
British Motor Show — and they
will be led by this blistering
high-performance Monaro and
a fasterVX220.
VXR is Vauxhall's new home-

grownsports brand, and it will
eventually spread across the
entire range. But it is being
launched amid a blaze of show
publicity with two sports cars at
the NEC show.
The Monaro VXR gets

;~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~1~~

380bhp from reworked heads The VX220 VXR has 220bhp,
and ECU, and a new e~aust, up upgraded suspension and
50bhp over the standard brakes suitable for track day use.
Australia-sourced model. 50 of Vauxhall will sell 60 cars at first,
the VXR coupes will be available and the range-topping roadster
inirially, at a cost of £35,595. will sell forX29,995.

WW1A►-Al1TOCAR.CO.UK 4 MAY 2004

■Cross 8 tipped to follow the
Monaco into UK showrooms
■ Practical four-wheel-drive
pick-up has muscle car perfor-
mance -and fuel consumption

THE Crewman Cross 8 looks set
to be the next Holden model to
be given the Vauxhall treatment
and sold in the UK. With a practi-
cal pick-up body and a storming
300bhp V8 powerplant under the
bonnet, there will be nothing else
quite like it on these shores.

Hi Ken ....
Just a bit of info about this ute to go with the photoso
I retired recently and returned to UK after working for 25 years in
Australia this ute was used by me and a number of previous owners
as a to and from work vehicle. I also owned, during that period, an
HQ sedan a 6 cyl. 202 ..... HQ V8 ute ..... HZ VS wagon, this HX
and dare I say it a 4.2 Ford Falcon!

A bit of info then .
This vehicle is a cut down 1977 HX vano
253 V8
500 2 barrel Holley carb.
2 3/4 exhaust tubes .. 8 into 1 extractor setup
Double core radiator with 6 blade stainless fan
Front wheels 14 X 9 alloys with 245 --50 tyres
Rear wheels 14 X 10 alloys with 265 -- 50 tyres
GTS dash &door linings
Premier front end with Monaro guards

Back end is undeslung and after 3 attempts we have now gat the
front end about right. It has new heavy duty springs and shockers so
we can now get over the speed humps without everything dragging
on the ground.

(t was shipped into UK in Nov. 03 ........ It failed it's MOT because of
worn drag link on the steering, the horns had been thrown away by
some previous owner so they had to be replaced .. we got a new
drag link from Repco in Burnie ,Tasmania which was delivered here
within 5 days ... That was the first full check up since it was built as
there is no MOT in Tasmania .... if you let the Rego. (road tax) run
out then it has to go over the pits at a Govt. transport place &get
issued with new plates etc..
Just out of interest for those who may not know every Australian
state has its own driving licence .. its own plates its own Rego. fees
& sets of rules governing tyre &wheel sizes for any given vehicle ,

Hope to see you all one day at a Holden Bash ........v.o

John &Susie Acott
Devon

0• l4 April 2004 Auto Express 0
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SPACIAL FEATURE

CARS ~F THE ANTIP 4 D E S
Patrick Hemphill

For car enthusiasts such as ourselves, dear reader, one must never miss the opportunity to
observe ones surroundings when in a strange place. By this I specifically mean observing traffic scenes;
thus the following is of my observations of a recent visit to Australia.

~ few renders may not realise I was born in Australia and grew up at a time in the 1960s when pre
and post war cars of British, European, American and later, Ja►pnnese and Australian origin were common,
many of them assembled locally. On my several return visits I have noticed the "autographic" changes in
Australian traffic but my benchmark remains those cars I remember in childhood, as I believe is the case
with most enthusiasts!

Although the primary purpose of this visit was to attend a family wedding - of a family, ney, my
family which shows no outward interest in cars whatsoever such that the very mention of automotive
matters is enough to nttra►ct scorn - I, being the black sheep so to speak could not resist the temptation
to notice and record the metallic attractions which paraded before me. Well, in Sydney and surrounding
New South Wales there are now very few old cars in regular use, being restricted I believe to "club"

Jregistration which entails them only being used on organised runs. As the first part of my trip was
conducted in the state capital, and in the Snowy Mountains I saw little of interest apart from, perversely
n f ew Renault 12s and one Renault 8. Even my favourite Australian-made Hoidens prior to 1975 were
rarely in evidence; the proliferation of cars being quite modern. A typical traffic scene in the city would
feature Nolden Commodores, Ford Falcons and Mitsubishi Magnus which al( compete in the same popular 2
to 4 litre sector and all home-grown. Smaller, imported cars are also common such as Holden Vectras and
Astras (like ours); Toyota Echo (Paris in U.K.) as wel) ns the usual 4 wheel drive offerings, mostly
Japanese. Luxury cars, particularly Jaguar, Mercedes, BMW and Range Rover are highly prized imports,

most retaining very high residuals due to their comparative rarity and initial cost unlike the situation in
Britain where their status has been somewhat diminished due to easy availability.

I was amused at the flood of 4WD Subaru vehicles in the Snowy Mountains where every third car
seemed to be ones Now I know why the model we know as the Legacy is so difficult to obtain here -
they're nearly n!I shipped to Australia as "Liberty" models, the "Outback" variety holding even more
appeal to adventurous Aussies. Land Rovers are few and far between but quite well respected, and I was

pleased to note that Rover is trying to penetrate a difficult market with the 75 and derivatives,

But enough of modern tin, what did I see of classic proportions? Well, South Australia served me
well here, particularly Adelaide which is so much more provincial than cosmopolitan Sydney. I believe that,
unlike New South Wales there is no regular MoT except when a vehicle changes hands or is recomissioned

after storage, so old vehicles can be used with impunity. Almost immediately I touched down I was

greeted with nn old Morris Major (on Australian derivative of the Wolseley 1500); just about every series

of Holden produced (averaging a different model every two years or so from 1948) most of the Ford

Falcons (ditto); a solitary Vauxhall Victor FB; several Lnnd Rover Series models, quite a choice of Morris

Minors (all pre-19b3); lots of Jag. XJ6 versions in the city; various Alfa Romeos including clean, unrusted

Alfasuds (!) and a few Mk I Triumph 2000s (my father's aunt owned one in the sixties in Melbourne).

There were omissions, however; gone now were the early 1960s Japanese offerings such ns Toyota Tiaras,

Datsun 1200s, Isuzu Belletts, Hino Contessas and Prince Skylines once quite common in the suburbs (cars

never seen in Britain), as well as the previously ubiquitous tnglish Hillmans, Austins and Vanguards - oftet7

to be seen in "ute" (pick up) form. Apart from a solitary 1930s Bedford truck I saw no vintage cars at all -

although I feel sure there are examples of all the above somewhere in collections...

With collections in m+nd I persuaded my host in Adelaide, an old workmate of mine who shared at

least some of my automotive interest to take me to the Australian National Motor Museum at girdwood.

After a lovely drive through the wine growing area of South Australia we arrived to be greeted by a new

purpose-built structure housing the main collection, which had nat been there on my previous visit in 1963.

In the foyer was what is accepted ns probably Australia's oldest car -the 1899 Shearer steam car, which

once attempted the London to 6righton Run. Then into the main building which not surprisingly featured

perhaps 10 or so Holders; a bizarrely decorated Hillman Minx as well as most of the British models one

might have expected to see on our roads in the 1960s, including a very tidy Mk I Cortina. More unusual

cars included an Australian-assembled Zeta, a curious fibre glass car based on the English Fairthorpe

Zeta, I believe and totally unsuited to Australian roads and distances, and a fine Lnncin Flaminin restored

by a past Prime Minister. A few cars were set in montages such as an old A40 and some others parked at

a movie "drive-in", complete with speakers clipped to the side window (I remember them so well in the

'sixties!) and a nice Holden station wagon (estate car) in a picnic settings

Vintage cars were not forgotten, mostly represented by loyally assembled American names such as

Chevrolet, Wyllis, Cadillac and Graham. An early 1900s Number nestled beside a veteran of Australian

manufacture while another montage featured n 1908 Talbot which was the first car to cross the

continent.

Although this museum boasts little of the proportions of Beaulieu nonetheless it represents

Australian motoring in quite balanced terms and also contains an extensive library at the disposal of

journalists and automotive students alike. Also there are many other collections in public and private

hands throughout Australia, but in the few days I had available I was not afforded the chance to see

them.

Finally there is a culture of using old, simple cars in the bush of Australia where spare parts or

elaborate diagnostic equipment is not to be had. In what has become known as "bush engineering" the

Aborigines, master practitioners of the science keep elderly vehicles alive by cannibalizing other cars for

spares, making brake fluid out of tree sap or soap and stuffing leaves into punctured tyres. Using the

washer bottle and pipe as a temporary petrol feed is well known although tales of honing crankshafts out

of fence posts or gears from tree trunks are most likely apocryphal! But what need of sophistication

unless you live in the suburbs?
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G'Day Ken,

1 was wanting some feed back fro~rn Club Members on whether anyonE
would be attending the AACI (American Auto Club International),
Summer Nationals at Billing Aquadrome from Fri 18th to Sun 20th of
June. The main Day being Sunday the 20th.S~ndy Mercer from the
Ford UK Reg has already spoken to Harry Tune of the AAClabout the
Summer Nats and he was very supportive about the Australian Cars
being there again this year.We have been offered the chance of
having our own dedicated (in other words, laid out and roped off} area
off the main show field for the event. We would join up again with the
Ford &Chryslers Cars under the AusCCA (Australian Car Club
Association),I will be there again this year with my EH Holden and
would like to see as many of our members as possible, even if you
don't have a Holden to show off. I hope to go up on the Saturday to
help Sandy set the stands up. I will be taking a small Gazebo some
Holden &Australian flags, along with a few more Aussie things to
dress the stand up with. Matt Hollingsworth will be getting a few
Australian Chryslers from the MMA Club to come along as wello

We have also talked to some of the guys from the HSV UK Drivers
Club, http:ll~rw~v.hsu.org.ul~ and they are very keen to join us.

So if anyone wants to come along or have any ideas for the weekend,
please drop me a linem

Robert Apsey
10 Kingsdown Way
Townhill Park
Southampton
Hampshire
S018 2GH

e-mail ; rober~.aps~y~n~lwarid.carn Tela 0238 049 2844

Regards,
Rob.

for Sale

1968 HK Kingswood Brougham 5.5Ltr V8.
This is a long owned, much loved and welt
maintained car with a new MOT.
It comes with a full set of workshop manuals
The price is negotiable
Contact: Mrs Pinner
Tel: 01424 843979 Bexhill area (Sussex)
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~~
USING Google to search for papers on

~g
some measurement problems he was
tackling, Stephen Barker thest got

~' ~ ~vl~~n~sv~oo~ truncated hyperlink: "Tolerance of` _ :f~:ctor~ ,ter . females tohead-supported devices
,. ~~~ ~FHE ~~t~~~~~~ S~ ̀Hoiden ~v~~; a ~tm,tte:d- during simulated..."

~~~~►~~ $p~~~a~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~~~ ~Q ~ For a long time he resisted, but in the
#~Cttigsuuc~~d ~~E~ot~~ r.~~t~~ched~ ~t~ 1-9~2, end he just had to know,. so he hit the
extras ~n~~~~ed~~ 4 2 ~t `t~ V8 et~g~~e,
dour speed rn ~~ua~ g~~rbo~, firoht di-sc

link to discover that the crucial missing
"...helico

brakes and ~~ac~ s~~~p~~s.
words were 

p 
ter vibration".

~:
;. r ~ -~ ~~ The pot of"Herber de Provence"

Pa~~~n .~~e ,~~~~an :
~~ from Rye SpicethatJohn4sborne

AFTER ~tolden~s ~a~~r~~ ~a~on~~~s~~ ~ recentl urchased states:YPpassed from ~lfor~ar~ ~~ ~~rana so too
~; wa$ ~~~ ss ~~a~~,e, =~ro~:~,~~s~oo~ to one., ~ f "Produce of several countries"
' ~ s:ma~f~x~~r wT~h~he'~arana 1.~~6 U~ ~5~.~. _ ..,,

~' /F ■

k ~~ro~~~br~n s 5~ bask NewSuentist 117 Apnl 2004_ :_.~ ~.t -

r~>TH~ ~~~na~eplat~ d~di~}t rc~ap~ear
:. ~r~~~i .1981` w~a~~ Peer>~r~~k

fr~trod~ced tt~e tlH, :pow_~red'by.a
~~ i~tre V~ f~ ~u~s fc~~~awed~ ~ythe VK SS

'> Graup=3 and t~aen :the ~~rst VL S:S-~rou~p
f - ~ ';

i A~, each with a Irr~~t~d p~gduc~io~i run of
50~ ho~no~log~ated fo.r tl~e Bat~urs~.
1QQt~.,

Bizarre ~oli~ctor s item ~OUl.Dthis bethe biologybreakthrough
AFTER Brock'=s split with Holden, the of the year? Scott Agnew was finding out

r~e~vly~formed Holden Special Veh~Gaes about the forthcoming Cata/ystscience
~HS~V) re~lease~d its Own Gornt~odo:re VL programmes on Australia's A6CTVand was
S`S Group A in 19.8. $. N'`~~~am~c~ ̀ `0ar~h impressed to read: "Jonica Newby meets
~/ader" or ̀`th:e B~trnc~b~i~'' b~c~ause of - a group of scientists in Adelaide who are
its bizarre body kit, i~t has become ~a looking at sex and finding out it plays a
cfllleCtors' itEm, much bigger role in pregnancythan we

~~ .y .- - ~- previously thought."

~ r~ar~ng tr~~den~~ NewScientist ~ 8 May 2004

~ V8 ENGINES have been fihe
trademark off' SS Hoidens throughout
their history, with the size gradually ~° .
growing from 4.2-Ii~res in 1972 to ~;
5.7-litres (pictured) today. There vvas for ~ FINALLY, the Shropshire branch ofthe Royal
a short period, however, a six cylinder _ . , Pharmaceutical Societyof Great Britain has a
SS, the supercharged version of the ~ ~ ~'~ ~ - monthly meeting for its members. Stephen
3.8-Iifire V6 ofFered as an option for the Dunning writes to tell us that in April it is
VT rang. , . ~ :. .., _ holding swine-tasting social. The following

GAV1~! t~CGRATH month the subjectforthe lecture is
"Alcoholism and liver disease".

Herald Sun, Friday, April 9, 2004 ' NewScientist ~ 27 March 2004
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