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FRONT COVER -The new HSV WM Grange

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN /EDITOR. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. 020 8287 4932. - holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron House,

111 Charles Street, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 2HW.
4164 669 2254 - cawdronhardy1 @yahoo.co.uk

EVENTS OFFICER. Trevor Drury - trevordrury@blueyonder.co.uk

The Register is recognised by GM Holden Ltd

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above.

Club Website: http://v~rww.holdenuk.co.uk - e-mail: holdenuk@holdenuk.co.uk

CLUB ITEMS FUR SALE
HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 7-3 50p the Three

No.4-Date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 Each.
Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p Each.

Tax Disc Holder .. 50p Each.

Key Fob .. 50p Each.

Cloth badge .. £7 Each.

Tie (Blue) .. £8 Each.

T Shirts{M/L) .. £6.50 Plus £7 p&p

Metal Car badge .. £10 Plus £1 p&p

Bonders for Club Magazine (holds 12) £6 Plus £1 p&p

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)
NOTE: Equivalent amounts in AUS$ and the Euro can be accepted, please contact

the Chairman for details.
Small items wi11 be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please add postage.
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Hi alf,

Well the middle of
summer has arrived. Mind
you if you have been .out to
any events recently, you
would probably have been
protecting yourself from the
rain rather than the sun!
It is time again to renew
those membership
subscriptions.
As next year is the 2ptn

anniversary for the Club we
are hoping to do sor~nething
special and take advantage
of our good financial position
providing extra benefits to
our members.

once again thanks to those
of you who have contributed
to this mon h's a zin,. t m ga e by
sending me bits and pieces
for inclusion. They all help to
make the Hoiden Business
more interesting and topical,
Keep up the good work.

Regards

~~~.
~~-~~

Ken
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SUBSC~IPTI~NS ~~R 207-20~~

2008 sees the 20th year of the Holden UK Register - 2~
dears sir~~.e the t~iree original members, who ~7ad ne~~~
rr~~t before, sit ~r~ a farmyard ~n L.e~cestershrre and set
the ball roll~r~g. Your c~r~m~ttee lave decided that to
mark this ~~niv~ersary renewal subs will ~e half the
usual arr~~unt - ie ~6-SD for UK rnerr~bers and ~'8 for
overseas. New members joining during tl~~ year will
pay the r~orrr~~l ra t~. Please renew b y October 3.~ for
~~~r r~er~b~rship vv~~! be ~iscontir~ued ~] using tie
rer~~vval slip which you will receive with f-holden Busir~es~
also advising ar~~ changes in your contact details, car
e ~~.

V~/e h~ ve invited all rr~em~~rs ~oir~ing since the last AGM
to send i~ ~n article about their carp with pix - so far
you have ~urr~~d out to Abe sh}~ violets -the editor is
keenly looking to run a ser6es on members caps so
pl~~se -give it same thought.

The comrr~~ttee hops to additionally celebrate our ZOtn
and mill be rr~~king further anr~ouncerr~ents soon.
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~~~~. ~ u se ~ so rac~~
:; GTR with a heart that pounds_ The strong steady beat of a Holden

t~ six. A big car engine in a sm~Il package. A Super Q v+rith
'~' reliability. 125-hp is the basic issue. The GTR Torana
_,;:

.{ makes you competitive ai a price you can afiford.

i~~~~ fyoe iL"" x ;~.,~OJ.~ ;~►-,~r-:F~;:~ Clu►_<<?1~ .5~1~~'y r.rr14~
''~'~ irJJ~~ ii~Sf(:.11??E?!";r~~IC)!?~ ~:rrll~if'1F'!. pif ~re~:~:~;rP C~atlQE'.
'' !''~c?~C! if'rii ~f?rc~.f:lE' CIS tit: 1c1 .t7 fr1 ~'.~ ~ ~ r p. r • ~ elegy. ~eeaom~ie; .,.,
:I ~ otlr-~ni' cr!<:~~Yr►sign :~~nec ion ro~7o'-;~~lc~ina.

;.~ N<<7h h~~r.k hu~.k~~~ ~~~~r~~. ;;,:i~~; !~t;`~~~c,' i~p~~nrt.
~~ amour speea Uc_~,~t,o:~ ~~r;~, ~-~l;,~h~;c~P !,11r1!?C]F.,

.~- , ~ ~3 s

~ C~ l ~~:~~? ~CI Lr~ pri~,,~ ~)i ~1!(=~.' ~tPerr-gip. N ~ y,~ = ~`_-y-

4i l/~ i eC.%JJu~U ~Zl~fl ::~_)(`•!'(lV?~i'(~~' ~.,7ir-+-r,~"';~~~wti ~,~~' ~ y'~'
c

tie co.~~,o~ c~ c ~ ~~~ii ~ : a ~ ~~,~ c ~~: c :<~; ~,~ .~~ .~.~.~ ~~~~~~~ ~ ~~~
ii yot+ can drive it. tir~~hv si' - ~~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .~. ~ ~ ~~ 5
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OLDEN Special Vehicles is looking at
adding a second foLzr-cylinder to the
HSV range. Yoti can fire i~p a HSV-
tlined 177kW turbocharged Astra VXR

and now the company is looking at bring7ng
in the hot turbocharged l.G-litre Corsa VXR.
Already a hit in the UK, where it went on

sale in March, the three-door pocket rocket
will mark a continuing evolution for HSV.
HSV chairman John Crennan says HSV

does not necessarily have to replicate a
Holden prodLict in its line-up, meaning an
Spica HSV is highly unlikely.
"The Corsa is one Et~ro brand we're looking

at," he says. Mr Crennan says there is no
specific time frame for the arrival of the Corsa,
but if the numbers stack tzp, it cot~id be here
within 18 months.
It would be pitched into Mini Cooper S and

Petig;eot 207 CST territory with a price tag
around $35,000.
The Corsa VXR has 143kW on tap at

5850rpm and 230Nm from 1J80rpr~7 from a
li~htwei~ht 1.G-litre four, giving the car sprint
time of zero to 140k.In/h irl G.8 seconds and

top speed of mare than 220km/h. The VXR's
four-pot is mated to a close-ratio six-speed
manual. The mirrors, fag-light st~rrotlnds and
centre exhaust all have a trianglzlar theme,
while the chLinky front and rear bumpers, side
skirts and 18in alloys hint at the performance
Underneath.
Inside, there are sculpted Recaro seats,

race-style, flat-bottomed steering wheel,
drilled alloy pedals and piano-black dash trim.
Like the Mini Cooper S, it has an overboost

facility that increases torque an demand to
more than 260Nm under hard acceleration.
The power is kept in check with a specially

tuned ESP system, up-rated disc brakes,
suspension and variably assisted power steer-
ing, which alters weight and feel of the wheel
depending on the way the car is driven.
In Australia, Holden's previous-generation

XC Barina was a highly respected Opel-
sourced Corsa model. But when the new TK
Barina went on sale late in 2005, GM chose
to source it from GM-Daewoo in South Karea.

Adelaide Advertiser
Thursday 7/6/2007

Neil McDonald

~~

4 July 2Q07

FIRST P4NTIAC G8 PROTOTYPES ROLL 4FF THE LINE

GM Holden celebrated today as the first Pontiac G8 engineering prototypes to be
produced at Holden Vehicle Operations in Elizabeth rolled off the line.

The G8 will be available in Pontiac dealerships in the United States in early 2008 to take
its place among General Motors' flagship high performance vehicles.

The Pontiac G8 performance sedan will be the first North American producf to be based
on GM's new global rear wheel drive architecture, developed by the global team based
here in Australia.

Production of the Ponfiiac G8 is scheduled to commence at the Holden plant in late 2007,
bringing the production tine to a maximum capacity rate of 620 cars per day.

Announcing this production milestone was No(den Executive Director of Manufacturing,
Rod Keane.

He was joined at the media event at the Elizabeth plant by government and industry
officials including The Hon !an Macfarlane MP, Federal Minister for Industry, Tourism and
Resources and the Hon Kevin Foley MP, Deputy Premier of South Australia and Minister
for Industry.

Mr Keane said, "The Pontiac G8 highlights GM Holden's rear-wheel drive expertise. It
shows that international borders pose no limits on the creativity and expertise
demonstrated by a global team based here in Australia.

"General Motors is drawing on Holden's recognised leadership in rear-wheel drive cars to
be able to deliver uniquely tailored vehicles for markets in Australia, the United States, the
Middle East and South Africa.

"With exports integral to GM Holden's future business strategy, the flexibility we have here
at the Elizabeth plant is central to achieving that. When full production of the Pontiac GS
gets underway we will be building cars here at Elizabeth for every continent except
Antarctica."

The export program will expand the model range at Ho(den's Elizabeth plant to 18
domestic and 15 export vehicle lines.

Holden has Australia's longest running and largest automotive export program which has
delivered more than 772,000 vehicles over the last 50 years.

for media enquiries, contact:
.1oh~ Lindsay
(03) 9647 5278 or 0439 998 523
john.lindsay~gm.com
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:.:~f:iNhile your local i _ ~tr~► is.. ~~ ~::~r~~t~vety: small by wand.. ~ . ,_ ; , -~#andards, it~is not ~~_:.,.:. i.~,:. ~H~ A~E_.~ 1'~U.R~A~(.~ilA~,,? X007
'~e:com;~au~~nsustaina~fe ~xc~ua~~g _ . __ . _ _ ~ ; ~ , .- --~~ommercal vehicles, we build

~~ ~nore~ cars in Australia than
Austria,.-Sweden,, Argentina `,
and Thailand. We build as ~ .:.~
::many as~~awan. ~ : ; ~ dominant car'of c~ioice for .._

~~ ~~ 
.~ ,.~..,~,,,~, , .~ : families and,. in particular, for

,~.: regional buyers.~~.:- .,,r: ~ :.:., ~. °,~ ,.. j - `Pound foz pound, dollar:for
'' dollar, Australia builds the 'best

.,
~ 
Targe, afforc~abl~ s.a.~oons its tl~e

t~ :-~ : ~~~ ~rvorld.'Aus~raliari. car making
-~ "~ has its niche: no:~~ther motor

verucle .making countxy consist-
ently produces such

Let's think about that. If
-dynamically capable, superbly
~ eri ,' eered robust -velaAi~stralian car makers turned ,and
t~ve iriex ensive 1p angertheir, production lines to smaller ~ V ~ ~ ,Yehicles.cars, vv~hat`would h~Ppen? . It is an e° ort success sta~ ~'Would it translate to greater dri~en'b~r high-value products?total sales. of Locally bruit cars . .
and dean aid efficient {by worldWhat..would happen to our ;,' -standards) :develo ment " cles.p~ ~Yexports

Firstly; -while the small Vicar
, _

~ 
. So let s consit~er the.-second

"Whatshare of .the market is rising,
uestlon wo~ q uld happen

to our vehicle exports ifthere is na evidence Australians Australian manufacturingwill buy greater numbers of ~ chart ed to smaller cars?" n a~ ~locally built smaller:cars;~~han, _
world awash v~nth sma]1 andshy,,, Commodores or Falcons) . , ~d,sized cars to hope toWhile there has been a clear

shift in sentiment in the
:export to compete in:that .

'sheerAustxalian market, the iconic
market would be .folly.

No success will continue to`Aussie six" remains the ; , be found in the niche Australian
cars. now fill. Exports are the
key: And, in the context of a
world. market, our vehicle'
manufacturing. future rests: mope
on movements ̀in t.~.e dollar
against the''US dollar ~ than the
buying preferences of Australian
motorists.

So while our local industry i;
relatively small by world
standards, it is not unsusta~.n-
.able -°F~clutiing come~Eal '`
vehicles, w~ build more cars in
Australia than Austria, Sweden,
Argentina and Thailand ~1Te ,
build as many as Taiwan ̀And,

f ~ unthinkable a decade agog our
local production of passenger ,

(` ̀cars has grown to be about half
that of Italy. ,

(Additiona:lly, Iasi year alone,
the value of engine exports
from Holden topped
.$570 million. Holden engines"
can be found in Alfa Romeo:;
Saab; Opel, Isuzu, and others.

Retaining and growing this
vital industry will.. not b~ easy.
Butwhat is apparent, and
underscored by VACCs Horizon
201.5 report (published last
year) ~;;on the future of the motor
vehicle industry, is that quality
niche players are best placed for
thefuture.

Australian motorists, and the
community, can have
confidence that. the niche
automotive products we -
produce in Australia :are, ,
demonstrably, "right"

. ,

David Purchase is executive director of
the Victorian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce.

Neif McDonald

BUILDING large rear-wheel drive
cars fbr export might not be
;enough to sustain. the Australian
automotive industry.
A leading manufacturing expert ,

has urged local manufacturers' Ito
;embrace newer technologies, 'such
as hybrid electric vehicles, as well
as build smaller cars.
Dr Jay` Baron, a director of the

US Centre for Automotive Re-
seaxch, told ~he~ Society of Automo-
tive Engineers conferenece in Mel-
bourne .that -.any failure to` reflect

~~ the needs of ̀a rapidly. changing
global market .would be risky.
While supportive- of Australia's

~; car-mal~ig business. and its export
efforts of both cars and intellectual
property, he believes hybrids and
smaller caxs represent- the nevv
growth :areas for the next 10 yea.~s.

Dr Baron was- also surprised that
Australia,- with a market of less
than l million new cars a year,
could sustain four major car manu-
~facturers.
"A ~ ~ state-of-the-art 'high-volume

manufacturing plant today has to
produce somewhere over 204,000-
cars ayear," he`says.
Locally, Ford, GM-Holden, To~o-

ta, and Mitsubishi are well` °under:,
this figure.

r "If you're not producing that
~. volume, then you are ascaled-down
niche plant and being in a niche
market right now is risky," he says.
"Rear wheel drive cars are slowly

becoming niche markets.
"It's.. a little bit of a risky future

not to be looking at~ where the
growth is and the growth is small,
efficient cars and new technolo-
gies.
"There are a whole family of

hybrids that are coming out that
could totally ch~.nge the market
again as they ,slowly scale up."
The change in car buying values

aid habits is ~ part of a broader
cultural shift in the industry.
"In North America we're moving

away from sports utility vehicles to
CITVs -crossover utility vehicles
—and liigher mileage vehicles," he
says,;
"In~Australia you're transi~ioning

from rear : wheel drive to small
front-wheel drive cars, which tend
to be more_ imported."
Dr Baron was the keynote speak-

er at the .conference, which also
featured Holden's executive direc-
tor of engineering, Tony. Hyde,
Toyota's ~ vice president of the
Toyota Technical Centre an -Mel-
bourne, Max Gillard and the design
director of Ford Asia-Pacific, Scott

Strong...: 
~ -

Herald Sure, Tuesday;: _ Apri) -17 : -2p07
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rom the fifties, sixties, seventies and more,

rax have heaps of models to choose from.

Affordable and collectable;

sand-crafted diecast models at 1:43 scale

make for a rewarding pastime.

Start a collection today, with our

FREE catalogue by calling 1800 635 50~

or go to vuv~w.t~pgear.co~n.~u

--~-
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,q IV original 1973 LJTcrana GTR XU-1 (above} sold for $75,40
at auction recently.The collector's item,finished in fi~~e unusual
colour combination of Juniper Green met~ilic with Doeskin and

Chestnut upholstery, is the same six-cylinder model that Peter

Brock made farno~as with h is first victory at Bathurst. A~ the

same auction, a GlacierVl/hite 2974 Torana L34 sedan modified
to ~19Y ~pecific~~~ion and fi~~~ed with a 15 nve-speed gearbox

brought $60,000. Also, af~ Inca Gold 1969 1!llonaro G I S 327 in good

condi~ion ~N~s passed in fior jusfi under ~12~,000, but Shannons

wire hopef~~l that the vehicle would sell shortly after the auction.
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Generous offers, take two. From the Thanet Extra, June g

RUBBER FENDER MALLET MADE FROM TOY BALL

A serviceable rubber mallet for repairing damaged fenders

can be made. Buy a dense sponge rubber ball about

three inches in diameter at a toy store. Drill two sets of

holes in a strip of scrap iron and bend this around the ball.

insert long bolts into the holes and through the end of a

hardwood handle as indicated in the drawing. When the

clamp is tightened, the ball will puff out at both ends to

form a sturdy mallet.

Rest~~•ed Caf-s #183, Jul-Aug 2007

~ U-~ing our datak~~se of rr~o~e
~~~~, 7o,aao ~~~~, yQ~ ~~n
c~€~s~ ~o~~ n~~v ~o~el a
r~se~~r~#~ y~o1,tC ~:~~~tir~g ai1~.
fur a~chi~es have road tests
and ~~~cs on r~~re khan SOU ;

~~ popular cars, and r~o~e ~r
added weekly. ~~n~ y~~~
(~~'~~l'fi1 C~~' e
c~rsguide.c~m.~u fic~d~y. 3 _

:~` ~ `i !

_: _Herald Sun, Friday, May 4, 2007

READER Paul Galpin complained to his

insurance company after it sent him a
statement in a corrupted pdf file. The

company replied: "We wish to advise

that our IT Department is looking into

the problem and the statements will be

resent as soon as the problem is
rectified. Please accept our apologies

for any incontinence caused."
"Obviously they thought I was

pissed off at them," Galpin comments.

NewStientist~ 23 September 2006

r HOW LQW C~►N ~_M H ?
HOLDEN has revealed that the next-generation

Daewoo Matiz light car is under consideration

to be sold in Australia as part of its expanding

stable of South Korean-built cars.

The company decided not to import the current

Manz hatch, which is positioned below the

Barina in many markets where General Motors

sells the Daewoo micro under the Chevrolet

brand. However, the forthcoming light cars

previewed by the Chevrolet Beat, Groove and

Trax concepts at the recent New York Auto Show

have prompted a change of heart.

GM Holdenmarketing directorJohn Elsworth

told GoAuto recently that the company was

looking at the Matiz replacement, although he

insisted it was not a priority. "I would never

say never, based on our desire and global car

industry desire to get cars cheaper in terms of

production, and sometimes t1~at means you can

pass it on to consumers," Mr Elsworth said.

"The cost of producing cars is coming down

and the transaction prices are coming down.

All we have said in the past is that light-car

segment prices have come down to the point

where cars are pretty cheap these days. How

low can you go?"

r 17
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Hello folks.

Well ,the past couple of months have been a .bit of a laugh as far as the
weather is concerned! it's been a bit too wet and blowy for enjoying going to
shows. You have to feel sorry for the people who spend loads of their own
spare time organising everything just to be let down by the weather.
So as you can tell, the trusty Ute has spent most of the past few months
sitting in the garage gathering dust. Bit Haugh#y really as these thing are
meant to be driven!
Still, things are looking up, I am writing this sitting outside on the patio in
the blazing sunshineo
One show I did get to attend was the Damn Yankee's meeting at North
Weald, as always a good turnout of all types of cars. I met John Ward there
with his lovely FB. He is now the proud owner of three Holden's, surely a
record for someo-ne in the UK?
One advantage of going to North Weald is the fact that you sometimes get
the odd aircraft #along off or landing, the highlight this time was seeing a
W1N2 Spitfire in action, well, it certainly bought the show to a stop for a few
minutes.
I've made a small list of~ upcoming shows below, however, one show worth
looking forward to in the future is the Mopar Muscle Association meeting at
Duxford at the end of Sept,
Last year-there were a fair few Holden's on show, I will have more details of
this dears show in the next issue.

July 13-15 Kings Lynn Cruisers Extravaganza. At
Walpole St. Andrewse

July 14-15 Royal Int. Air Tattoo. RAF Fairford Glos.

July 14-15 Sixties Transport Festival. Kent &Sussex
Railway at Tenterden Station Kent.

August 3-5 1066 Cruisers Mid Summer Picnic.
Catsfeild, Nr Battle ,East Sussex.

August 17-19 AACI Ali Clubs Rally at Billing
Aquadrome, Northampton.

August 9 American and Classic Show at The Fox
& Goose, Greywell, 6asingstoke, Hants.

Bye for now, Trev

~~ t,...~i'i
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