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HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. ' No. 1-3 50p the Three

No. 4-Date. 50p Each.
Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 Each.
Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p Each.
Tax Disc Holder - 50p Each.
Key Fob s 50p Each.
Cloth Badge .. £7 Each.
Tie (Blue) X £8 Each.
T Shirts (M/L) w £6.50 Plus £1 p&p
Metal Car Badge - £10  Plus £1 p&p
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Hi all,

Well the middle of
summer has arrived. Mind
you if you have been out to
any events recently, you
would probably have been
protecting yourself from the
rain rather than the sun!

It is time again to renew
those membership
subscriptions.

As next year is the 20"
anniversary for the Club we
are hoping to do something
special and take advantage
of our good financial position
providing extra benefits to

our members.
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Once again thanks to those
of you who have contributed
to this month's magazine by
sending me bits and pieces
for inclusion. They all help to
make the Holden Business
more interesting and topical,
Keep up the good work.

Regards
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2007-2008

2008 sees the 20" year of the Holden UK Register - 20
years since the three original members, who had never
met before, sat in a farmyard in Leicestershire and set
the ball rolling. Your committee have decided that to
mark this anniversary renewal subs will be half the
usual amount - je £6-50 for UK members and £8 for
overseas. New members joining during the year will
pay the normal rate. Please renew by October 31 [or
your membership will be discontinued!] using the
renewal slip which you will receive with Holden Business
also advising any changes in your contact details, car
etc.

We have invited all members joining since the last AGM
to send in an article about their cars with pix - so far
you have turned out to be shy violets - the editor is
keenly looking to run a series on members cars so
please - give it some thought.

The committee hope to additionally celebrate our 20
and will be making further announcements soon.

‘/D; cw/i d /”/ Cu“ﬁ

7/6/ o7 2o Ronererny £D
“TowdoRTH .
Suley
Kt6 7LT
/) S S o Kul

oSt . Shore noke Eo %cu, ehaod unl
classic ecnd Spotscar T wne 2007 1ISSUR
the Shad e Holden StateSman ok oy
Shotd v the S aA.
Mso enclosed Fhoto o Supers ‘uie’
Sean ak Fete; bc“r’*u hS TTruckfesi - Aisc
encloSed <n  aud’ j Futo Trader. Juste

)p oK ) i’l{}v{:g oM 'bh&, ﬁ"@‘!/l’{: (j(,\/tir:
Octane’ lagazan€ . July Zeo7 ISSUR  Shaos
a ‘Su,f)(irb [ (C'ngic He f{[;l Tovewa, SS o\
ACk )oY\ thie classic Adelado R@L{Lj .

J’ch‘;afds;
SN e 1



THIS MAGAZINE IS FREE WITH YOUR LOCAL AUTO TRADER
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COMMERCIALS | BARGAINS | DIESELS | MPVS
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Tﬁ; SthEREt! dThe all new Tr;ag\jlt W
& Take a test drive today at your locat Allen Ford Dealer )
i ...the best just got better! L-—-—-j'
Ao Ford Romiora 01708 774747

774747 entorscom Allen Ford S22

The pulse also races

GTR with a heart that pounds. The strong steady beat of a Holden
six. A big car engine in a small package. A Super Q with
reliability. 125-hp is the basic issue. The GTR Torana
makes you competitive al a price you can afford.
Standard equiprment

Disc type 13" x 5.5044 wneels doubie salely nims

i Full instrumenialion armmeler oil pressure gauge.
walter temperaluie qauge 1achomeler. speedomate
Tour-coil suspension wned ior road-holding

High back bucket scat I suppaort
Four speed gearbo. wi-linkage chanoe
10" power assisted lvarii disc brakes

Tasi ratio rack and pimee steerng.
870H recdband h Ps
The compicte GMii saiets packaae
If you can drive it. why sit
and watch?
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OLDEN Special Vehicles is looking at
adding a second four-cylinder to the
HSV range. You can fire up a HSV-
tuned 177kW turbocharged Astra VXR
and now the company is looking at bringing
in the hot turbocharged 1.6-litre Corsa VXR.

Already a hit in the UK, where it went on
sale in March, the three-door pocket rocket
will mark a continuing evolution for HSV.

HSV chairman John Crennan says HSV
does not necessarily have to replicate a
Holden product in its line-up, meaning an
Epica HSV is highly unlikely.

“The Corsa is one Euro brand we’re looking
at,” he says. Mr Crennan says there is no
specific time frame for the arrival of the Corsa,
but if the numbers stack up, it could be here
within 18 months.

It would be pitched into Mini Cooper S and
Peugeot 207 GT territory with a price tag
around $35,000.

The Corsa VXR has 143kW on tap at
5850rpm and 230Nm from 1980rpm from a
lightweight 1.6-litre four, giving the car sprint
time of zero to 100km/h in 6.8 seconds and

HSV targets Corsa

top speed of more than 220km/h. The VXR’s
four-pot is mated to a close-ratio six-speed
manual. The mirrors, fog-light surrounds and
centre exhaust all have a triangular theme,
while the chunky front and rear bumpers, side
skirts and 18in alloys hint at the performance
underneath.

Inside, there are sculpted Recaro seats,
race-style, flat-bottomed steering wheel,
drilled alloy pedals and piano-black dash trim.

Like the Mini Cooper S, it has an overboost
facility that increases torque on demand to
more than 260Nm under hard acceleration.

The power is kept in check with a specially
tuned ESP system, up-rated disc brakes,
suspension and variably assisted power steer-
ing, which alters weight and feel of the wheel
depending on the way the car is driven.

In Australia, Holden’s previous-generation
XC Barina was a highly respected Opel-
sourced Corsa model. But when the new TK
Barina went on sale late in 2005, GM chose
to source it from GM-Daewoo in South Korea.

Neil McDonald

Adelaide Advertiser
Thursday 7/6/2007

News

HOLDEN

4 July 2007
FIRST PONTIAC G8 PROTOTYPES ROLL OFF THE LINE

GM Holden celebrated today as the first Pontiac G8 engineering prototypes to be
produced at Holden Vehicle Operations in Elizabeth rolled off the line.

The G8 will be available in Pontiac dealerships in the United States in early 2008 to take
its place among General Motors' flagship high performance vehicles.

The Pontiac G8 performance sedan will be the first North American product to be based
on GM's new global rear wheel drive architecture, developed by the global team based
here in Australia.

Production of the Pontiac G8 is scheduled to commence at the Holden plant in late 2007,
bringing the production line to a maximum capacity rate of 620 cars per day.

Announcing this production milestone was Holden Executive Director of Manufacturing,
Rod Keane.

He was joined at the media event at the Elizabeth plant by government and industry
officials including The Hon lan Macfarlane MP, Federal Minister for Industry, Tourism and
Resources and the Hon Kevin Foley MP, Deputy Premier of South Australia and Minister
for Industry.

Mr Keane said, “The Pontiac G8 highlights GM Holden's rear-wheel drive expertise. It
shows that international borders pose no limits on the creativity and expertise
demonstrated by a global team based here in Australia.

“General Motors is drawing on Holden'’s recognised leadership in rear-wheel drive cars to
be able to deliver uniquely tailored vehicles for markets in Australia, the United States, the
Middle East and South Africa.

"With exports integral to GM Holden’s future business strategy, the flexibility we have here
at the Elizabeth plant is central to achieving that. When full production of the Pontiac G8
gets underway we will be building cars here at Elizabeth for every continent except
Antarctica.”

The export program will expand the model range at Holden's Elizabeth plant to 18
domestic and 15 export vehicle lines.

Holden has Australia's longest running and largest automotive export program which has
delivered more than 772,000 vehicles over the last 50 years.

For media enquiries, contact:
John Lindsay

(03) 9647 5278 or 0439 998 523
john.lindsay@gm.com



JUNE 6, 2007 Page 17

10

@\GoAuto news

HSV aims for the Middle
East rather than the

US for Grange exports

By BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS
HOLDEN Special Vehicles (HSV) chairman

John Crennan has revealed that the Middle
East — not the United States — represents the

biggest export growth potential for the all-new

Grange flagship.

“The primary area is Middle East,” said Mr
Crennan at the recent launch of the Grange

long-wheelbase sedan, HSV’s version of the

Vauxhall VXR rather than the HSV ClubSport.

has been approved,”

deal
emphasised Mr Crennan. “But if there was

“No export

WM Statesman that has proved more popular

“In all likelihood, we would do whatever the
customer wants,” Mr Crennan said. “It might
sound nice to have HSV as a global brand, but
in fact if the main product being pursued in

China was a Buick, then that could mean Buick

in the Middle East for GM Holden than the

short-wheelbase VE Commodore upon which

it is based.

something that was going to happen, it will

happen in the next 12 months.”

HSV said the Grange would need
some extra investment for it to meet

“In the Middle East Holden sells at
a ratio of three-to-one long-wheelbase

to short-wheelbase,” Mr Crennan told

Special Vehicles there; in the Middle East that

could be a Chevrolet.

the various export-related legislation

required.

GoAuto. “So it makes sense that if we
could get into that market, this would

be a great opportunity for us. And

“So it would be in accordance to what the

customer would want out of the brand, and I

“But we’ve had most of it licked
with testing and that sort of thing,” Mr

Crennan said.

dare say that we would complement their own

brand,” he said.

we've got (former HSV managing
director) Phil (Harding) on the doorstep

working pretty hard on that.”

If HSV does win the contract to

John Crennan  gpply the Middle East with modified

that Holden’s

appears

it

decision to export a vehicle based on the VE
Commodore SV6 and SS models as the Pontiac

This mirrors the 300 ClubSport sedans to be  G8 to the US and Canada has muscled HSV

Meanwhile,

Grange sedans, these probably will not be

wearing HSV badges.

Neither Mr Crennan nor Mr Harding’s
successor Scott Grant would be drawn into

speculating a timeframe as to if, or when, HSV

exported annually to the United Kingdom over  out of contention for the time being.

will announce a long-wheelbase export deal

involving the WM Grange.

the next three years. They will be sold as the
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wauld hann valuable export markets |f the carmdustry

vltched to smaller vehicles, wntes Dawd Purchase

U" RALIAN vehicle makers
g{gﬁ ced nearly 400,000 cars |
‘ . We are now making

r history: And, desplte [
ly competitive global and -

¥ enges, Australia’ s vehicle-

How many Australians are
nearly half Toyota’s
nd Hol en’s local production
‘exported? While other states,
otably South Australia,

1 otlve production, the bulk
f the mvestment and the
:ngine room” for domestic and
por production is based in

ic

; while it is of vital
nportance to the Victorian
uonomy and community, car
1aking is also of vital import-
nce to the Australian economy,
ntributing billions in export
ollars annually.

Is it under pressure? Yes, the
lut of unsold vehicles in global
1arkets runs to the tens of
iillions. For vehicle and
»mponent makers, the global
ympetitive environment can
etter be described as a tiger
it.

sector is a success story.
t's a fact. Though, some

when the doomsayers are
owling, you wouldn’t know it.

It is for:this reason, and for
the relentless. pursuit of cost-

savings and efficiencies by our -

local manufacturers in ‘their
efforts to remain competitive, ;
that local components suppliers;
occasmnally stumble and fall.
This is regrettable, but there :are
hundreds of local suppliers to
Australia’s local vehicle makers
and the occasional stumble is
the reality of a globalised
competitive market.

. In the context of this market,
however, it is necessary for
government at state and federal
levels to strive to ensure that we
have the best possible environ-
ment for doing business.

It is for these reasons that
the Victorian Autoniobile
Chamber of Commerce was
heartened by the Victorian
Treasurer’s announced
reductions in stamp duty on
new-vehicle sales, by the lower-
ing of property taxes and by the
10°per cent cut to WorkCover
charges — the fourth year in a
row of a 10 per cent cut.

It is important that

‘government and’ mgulators
_ continue to look for opportunit
1es‘to ‘reduce oosts on busmess

‘expensive in 'iérms of the
regulatory burden&and cost of

Econormc Go- operatmn and

Develqpment competitors, the
- ‘compgtitive chal,lenges ringing
. our shores are

it needs the energeﬂc support C
government: . ° ..

~Some commentators
question whether Australian

‘manufacturers are building “the
_right kind of cars’’. More than.

one has suggested, ignorantly,
that the decline in the large-car
segment means Holden, Ford,
Toyota ‘and Mitsubishi are.

‘building cars ‘Australians don’t

want'’-and that we should be

/building small cars.
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arket is rising,
there is.no evidence Australians
will'buy greater numbers of
locally built smaller. cars
say, Commodores or Falcons).
lile there has been a clear.
shift in sentiment in the.

Australian market, the iconic; ;.

“Aussie six” remains the

12

" world awash with small and
+. mid-sized cars, to hope to

er the:second
L que ‘What would happen
/to our:vehicle exports if -
| changed to smaller cars?”

‘export to compete in that.
- market would be sheer folly.
No, success will continue to

' be found in the niche Australian

cars now fill: Exports are
key. And, in the context
world market, our vehicle
manufacturing future rests more
on movements in the dollar - *
“against the'US dollar than' the

buying preferences of Australian .."community A

confidence that the niche.-

motorists.

- Australia than Austria, Swed,
" /Argentina and Thailand. We

“ vinthinkable a decade ago, our
.. local production of passenger

- $570 million. Holden engiﬁes

~ “So while our local industry i
relatively small by world
‘standards, it is not unsustair
“able. Excluding comrhereial '
- vehicles, we build more cars in-

= T

~‘build as many as Taiwan.'And,’

{Additionally, last year :
‘the value of engin¢ exports

«from Holden topped =

‘can be found in Alfa Romeo,

~Saab, Opel, Isuzu, and others.).
-Retaining and growing this

. vital industry will not be easy.

But what is apparent, and. "
“underscored by VACC'’s Horizon
“2015 report (published last

year) on the future of the motor

L ‘vehicle industry; is that quality
“niche players are best placed for

: the future. :
./ Australian motorists, and the

automotive products we -
produce in Australia are;
demonstrably, “right”’.

David Purchase is executive director of
the Victorian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce.

A - a'y\‘-_B,,‘__. g g
US Centre for Auton
' search, told the Society of Automo- -
“tive Engineers conferenece in Mel- -
bourne that any failure to reflect
Ithe needs of a rapidly changing -
| global market would be risky. ~
While supportive of Australia’s .
. car-making business and its export
‘ efforts of both cars and intellectual |
property, he believes hybrids and .
smaller cars represent the new '
~growth areas for the next 10 years. -

hybrids that are coming out that
could totally change the market
again as they slowly scale up.”
The change in car buying values
and habits is part of a broader
cultural shift in the industry.

- “In North America we’re moving
away from sports utility vehicles to
CUVs — crossover utility ‘vehicles
— and higher mileage vehicles,” he

Dr Baron was also surprised that
Australia, with a market of less
than 1 million new cars a year,
could sustain four major car manu-
facturers. = foe g

“A state-of-the-art high-volume
manufacturing plant today has to

produce somewhere over 200,000
{“cars a year,” he says. - :
Locally, Ford, GM-Holden, Toyo-
_ta and Mitsubishi are well under
““this figure. ' AL
r “If youre not producing that
7 volume, then you are a scaled-down
! niche plant and being in a niche
| market right now is risky,” he says.

“Rear wheel drive cars are slowly
becoming niche markets.

“It’s. a little bit of a risky future
not to be looking at where the -

~ growth is and the growth is small,
. efficient cars and new technolo-
-gies. 2

“There are a whole family of

says, - Aa r - 2
“In Ausfralia you’re transitioning
from rear wheel drive to small
front-wheel drive cars, which tend
to be more imported.” =
Dr Baron was the keynote speak-
er at the conference, which also
featured Holden’s executive direc-
tor of engineering, Tony Hyde,
Toyota’s . vice president of the
Toyota Technical Centre in Mel-
bourne, Max Gillard and the design
director of Ford Asia-Pacific, Scott
Strong. Tt

* Herald Sun, Tuesday; April-17, 2007
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* AN original 1973 L Torana GTR XU-1 (above) sold for $75,000
at auction recently. The collector’s item, finished in the unusual
colour combination of Juniper Green metallic with Doeskin and
Chestnut upholstery, is the same six-cylinder model that Peter
Brock made famous with his first victory at Bathurst. At the
same auction, a Glacier White 1974 Torana L34 sedan modified
to A9X specification and fitted with a TS five-speed gearbox
brought $60,000. Also, an Inca Gold 1969 Monaro GTS 327 in good
condition was passed in for just under $120,000, but Shannons
were hopeful that the vehicle would sell shortly after the auction.

Jur favourite
Aussie cars

rom the fifties, sixties, seventies and more,
tax have heaps of models to choose from.
Affordable and collectable;
1and-crafted diecast models at 1:43 scale
make for a rewarding pastime.
Start a collection today, with our
FREE catalogue by calling 1800 635 508
or go to www.topgear.com.au

s Valiants

$ B B R W57

RUBBER FENDER MALLET MADE FROM TOY BALL

Aserviceable rubber mallet for repairing damaged fenders
can be made. Buy a dense sponge rubber ball about
three inches in diameter at a toy store. Drill two sets of
holes in a strip of scrap iron and bend this around the ball.
Insert long bolts into the holes and through the end of a
hardwood handle as indicated in the drawing. When the
clamp is tightened, the ball will puff out at both ends to
form a sturdy mallet.

Restored Cars #183, Jul-Aug 2007

For more information <
www.carsguide.com.@i

i :
Herald Sun, Fri‘dkay,‘ May 4, 2007

Generous offers, take two. Fr&xin?hé Th;et Extra, June 9

READER Paul Galpin complained to his
insurance company after it sent hima
statement in a corrupted pdf file. The
company replied: “We wish to advise
that our IT Department is looking into
the problem and the statements will be
resent as soon as the problem is
rectified. Please accept our apologies
for any incontinence caused.”
“Obviously they thought I was
pissed off at them,” Galpin comments.

NewScientist | 23 September 2006

, HOW LOW CAN GMH GO?

HOLDEN has revealed that the next-generation
Daewoo Matiz light car is under consideration
to be sold in Australia as part of its expanding
stable of South Korean-built cars.

The company decided not to import the current
Matiz hatch, which is positioned below the
Barina in many markets where General Motors
sells the Daewoo micro under the Chevrolet
brand. However, the forthcoming light cars
previewed by the Chevrolet Beat, Groove and
Trax concepts at the recent New York Auto Show
have prompted a change of heart.

GM Holdenmarketing directorJohn Elsworth
told GoAuto recently that the company was
looking at the Matiz replacement, although he
insisted it was not a priority. “I would never
say never, based on our desire and global car
industry desire to get cars cheaper in terms of
production, and sometimes that means you can
pass it on to consumers,” Mr Elsworth said.
“The cost of producing cars is coming down
and the transaction prices are coming down.
All we have said in the past is that light-car
segment prices have come down to the point
where cars are pretty cheap these days. How
low can you go?”

17
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WHAT"’S
ON

Hello folks.

Well , the past couple of months have been a bit of a laugh as far as the
weather is concerned! it's been a bit too wet and blowy for enjoying going to
shows. You have to feel sorry for the people who spend loads of their own
spare time organising everything just to be let down by the weather.

So as you can tell, the trusty Ute has spent most of the past few months
sitting in the garage gathering dust. Bit naughty really as these thing are
meant to be driven!

Still, things are looking up, | am writing this sitting outside on the patio in
the blazing sunshine.

One show | did get to attend was the Damn Yankee's meeting at North
Weald, as always a good turnout of all types of cars. | met John Ward there
with his lovely FB. He is now the proud owner of three Holden's, surely a
record for someone in the UK?

One advantage of going to North Weald is the fact that you sometimes get
the odd aircraft taking off or landing, the highlight this time was seeing a
WW2 Spitfire in action, well, it certainly bought the show to a stop for a few
minutes.

I've made a small list of upcoming shows below, however, one show worth
looking forward to in the future is the Mopar Muscle Association meeting at
Duxford at the end of Sept.

Last year there were a fair few Holden's on show, | will have more details of
this years show in the next issue.

July 13-15 Kings Lynn Cruisers Extravaganza. At
Walpole St. Andrews.

July 14-15 Royal Int. Air Tattoo. RAF Fairford Glos.

July 14-15 Sixties Transport Festival. Kent & Sussex
Railway at Tenterden Station Kent.

August 3-5 1066 Cruisers Mid Summer Picnic.

Catsfeild, Nr Battle , East Sussex.

August 17-19  AACI All Clubs Rally at Billing
Aquadrome, Northampton.

American and Classic Show at The Fox
& Goose, Greywell, Basingstoke, Hants.

August 9

Bye for now, Trev
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