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Hi all,

This is the final edition
of the year once again. |
hope it has been a good one
for you all and you have
managed to take your cars
to the one or two shows.

A rather thin edition this time
| am afraid. Not much local
information has arrived but |
continue to receive press
releases and other data
from GM Holden Ltd. which
is always informative and |
hope of general interest to
you all.

On page 5, | have
reproduced a recent article
from Classic Cars For Sale
with an interesting write-up
on Barry Dancer's HQ
Monaro.

Have a good Christmas and
all the best for the New
Year.

Ken
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It's a ute -

but not as we knew it

KEITH DIDHAM

OLDEN has drawn the
curtain on its $105 million
baby, the VE Ute, which
moves the model further
away from its workhorse origins.

Although the base model is still
targeted at tradespeople and farmers,
Holden expects 80 per cent of VE Ute
sales will be for its high performance
versions.

No longer is the Ute just a ute —
it's morphed into a two-seat sports-
car with a huge load space.

The latest version goes on sale in
October and. for the first time, will
feature a stability control system
that combines traction control with
anti-lock brakes, with brake assist, in
all versions. While it offers dual front
air bags, it's still without curtain
bags, because no one has yet de-
signed one to fit a shorter ute cabin.

Hobart Mercury
Saturday 25/8/2007

The Ute cost Holden $105 million to
bring to market — that's on top of the
$1 billion it cost to develop the VE
Commodore on which it's based and
a further $190 million on the long
wheelbase Statesman/Caprice, with
a station wagon still to come.

If you thought bright paint
schemes from the 1970s were dead.
think again. The Ute’s new signature
colour is a lime green called Atomic,
there’s a blue/purple called K-Pow, a
yellow/green Crunch and a red/
orange Red Hot. Other Conmnodore
colours, such as a bright purple
called Morpheous, have also been
carried over.

The range starts with the work-
horse Omega ($30.990). Then comes
the SV6 ($35.990). the SS ($39.990) and
a new “hero” model. the 270kW
V8-packing SSV ($44.990).

There's a choice of four, five and
six-speed automatics, plus a five or

six-speed manual. Engine packages
range from the base 3.6-litre V6 with
180kW to a high output V6 with
195kW or the V8 with 270kW. There
has been a minor improvement in
fuel consumption for some models.
Built on the long wheelbase Cap-
rice chassis, the front of the Ute
forward of the windscreen is all
Commodore sedan but Holden has
done a clean sheet redesign of the
rest of the vehicle.
All models will have a plastic tub
liner in the tray and a full-size spare.
There's a big increase in cabin
space and a longer wheelbase but
there are trade-offs: it has less
headroom, is heavier, payload cap-
acities are down and the load bed is
a bit shorter but deeper than before.
Full details of the new ute will be
in next week's CARSGuide.

Holden Captiva: A good-looking 4WD with good interior space.

By Ewan Kenhedy

OLDEN is reasonably pleased with the
sales performance of its Captiva 4WD as
it nears the end of its first year on the
market, but feels it should be doing better.

Captiva is selling almost 1000 units per month,
but Holden is very aware that it’s still being
outsold by its fiercest rival, the Ford Territory.

Then there’s the fact that arch-rival Toyota has
just launched a new-model Kluger and is also
gunning for Captiva and Territory.

Holden has just announced that it is enhancing
the appeal of the Captiva by pushing it further
upmarket, with a significant number of new items
as standard equipment. Yet it’s increasing only
prices marginally.

All Captiva models now have the safety of side-
curtain airbags. Previously these were fitted to the
upmarket models, but buyers of the entry-level
Captiva SX had to pay an additional $900 for
them. On the luxury side, the steering wheel of the
SX comes with the luxury of leather facings.

Holden Captiva CX, arguably the best-value
model, also gains a leather-trimmed steering
wheel as well as a swag of extra gear, including
front foglamps; rear parking sensors, and a driver
information display that consists of a trip
computer, outside temperature readout and — just
the thing for exploring the wilds of Australia—a
compass. ‘

Rear parking sensors take some of the worry out
of reversing.

The CXs air-conditioning is now fully auto-
matic and there is a good-looking set of roof rails
in a charcoal shade.

The topline model in the luxury Captiva range,
the LX, has been further enhanced by the fitment
of roof rails in an interesting satin finish. Chromed
door handles give a touch of elegance.

Holden has really let itself go with the sporting
model in the range. s

The Captiva Maxx is quite different to the
others. Designed very much for the European

- market, it has a different
look and on-road attitude to -
the others. :

I its newest format the
Maxx has gained automatic
headlights and wipers.
Interestingly, there are
parking sensors front and
rear — a feature normally
found only on some pretty
upmarket machines.
Chrome plating has been
added to the door handles
and to the engine-exhaust
tips. Inside, the Captiva
Maxx has a new trip

ment, is now available at Holden dealers.

You may also like to check out the new range of
colours, some of which are bright and exciting.
computer and a rectractable cover for the load
area.

Captiva, with its new range of standard equip-

EXPRESS TELEGRAPH, Tuesday, October 2 2007



Fairfax Community Network

Out of control

A woman lost control of her car
last Wednesday while backing out
of a driveway in Aldergate
Crescent, St Albans. Police said
the driver accidentally placed her
foot on the accelerator instead of
the brakes. The vehicle careered
into a property on the opposite
side of the road about 4.40pm,
causing extensive damage to the
front fence. The driver received
minor injuries.

Pictures: Enrique Vera




By JAMES STANFORD
HOLDEN has launched an all-new Ute that
gains all the advantages of the VE sedan update.

Vastly improved performance, comfort,
class-leading safety levels and a stylish new
sheet metal will give the Holden hauler the
best chance of beating its Ford Falcon rival
until that model is updated next April.

The VE Ute was developed for $105.1
million, which comes on top of the $1.03
billion spent on the Commodore program.

A key part of the VE Ute project is the
inclusion of electronic stability control (ESC)
as standard equipment across the range. This
follows Holden’s decision to fit ESC to the VE
Commodore range that was introduced last
August.

It is a big plus for ESC to be fitted to all Ute

models, but the safety story is not all good as
Holden is not offering side airbags on any of
its Ute models.

While the front end and cabin is shared with
its Commodore sedan sibling, the Ute actually
rides on the long-wheelbase Statesman
platform.

While the suspension rates have all
been dramatically altered, the suspension
architecture is identical to the Statesman. That
means it uses an independent multi-link coil-
sprung set-up as opposed to the leaf-sprung
rear of its Ford rival.

The advantage this brings is better ride
comfort and body control over bumps, but the
coil springs mean the VE is not as good as the
Ford at carrying heavy loads.

It makes sense for Holden to continue down

10

this route because, firstly, the coil-spring
suspension set-up was ready to go and better
suits its target audience. Holden says it expects
75 per cent of Ute buyers will choose the sporty
SV6 or SS models.

Responding to this trend, the Lion brand has
introduced a new SS V model which sits at the
top of the Ute range, with all the goodies that
come with the sedan model.

Holden took the opportunity to improve the
Ute when it came time for the introduction of
the VE and the most noticeable is increased
cabin space.

The lack of any useable space behind the
Ute seats, as compared to lots of room in the
same area of its main rival, was a big issue for
previous models.

That has been fixed and there is now 245
litres of space behind the seats which can cater
for several bags of shopping, or overnight
bags.

Theinteriorofthe VE Ute essentially matches
the sedan, with all the same improvements to
the dashboard, instrument display, seats, sound
system and heater controls.

A plastic tub-liner has also been made
standard across the range to protect the surface
from scratching, while six tie-down points are
also conveniently positioned in the tray.

All models except for the base Omega come
with a soft tonneau cover which uses a ‘snap
lock’ sealing system rather than the elastic loop
and stud system of the Falcon.

Continued next page

While the Ute is clearly closely related to the
VE sedan, it has 60 unique
exterior panels. Holden has

PRICING:

range runs from the base Omega at 1697kg
through to the SS V automatic at 1806kg.

For those who actually want to use their Ute
to carry things, the load capacity figures are
important. Because of its super-low profile tyres,
the SS V automatic can only carry 508kg of
gear. The SS can haul 617kg,
the SV6 can carry 634kg,

also introduced a single- | Omega 195kW HFV6  $30,990 | and the Omega automatic
piece body side for the Ute, | Omega 180kW V6 (a) $30,990 manages the most, with a

which not only makes the SV6

car easier to produce, but SV6 (a)

improves the look of the car SS

and improves body rigidity. 82 \(/a)
The company says it uses g SV (a)

“advanced strength steels”

$35,990 | |5aq capacity of 775kg.

$36,990 VE utes can tow a
$39,990 maximum of 1600kg as
$41,990 long as whatever is being
$44,990 towed has brakes. All VE
$46,990 ute models are fitted with a

for 70 per cent of the Ute’s body structure
which is said to help body stiffness and also
have benefits for crash protection.

The new VE ute is approximately 150kg
heavier than the model it replaces. The weight

John Mellov's

P—
D- GoAuto news

SUBSCRIBE FREE: www.mellor.net

SEPTEMBER 26, 2007

full-size spare wheel.

The base Omega runs two different versions
of the Melboume-made 3.6-litre quad cam
Alloytec V6. The Omega automatic is teamed
with the entry-level V6 engine, which has

variable timing for the inlet camshaft but not
the exhaust camshaft. It generates 180kW and
330Nm, which represents an 8kW and 10Nm
improvement over the VZ.

The automatic transmission is the same four-
speed that serves the base Commodore models,
which was improved over the previous model.

The manual Omega and both automatic
and manual SV6 Utes are fitted with the High
Output Alloytec V6, which has variable timing
for both inlet and exhaust camshafts. Power is
up to 195kW and torque stands at 340Nm.

The manual transmission used for the Omega
and the SV6 is a six-speed Aisin gearbox.
Engineers spent a lot of time and effort to give
the clutch a lighter feel than the usual heavy
clutches of the utility class. The SV6 is also
available with an optional five-speed automatic
which has a manual shift mode.

11



WHAT"S
ON

YORK AUCTION CENTRE

TWISTED DRILLS
We have all heard of the expression, ‘You get what you
pay for'. This is a drill from an attractive set from one of
those cheap stores that sell all ‘Chinese stuff’. The picture

SAT. 10th NOV. 2007 oex oon” 1o

is worth athoysand words. A $5 drill is usually better than (& every 2nd Saturday in the month)

" HRE oo Stalls from only £10 for 12ft frontage
3 S (15% discount if booked in advance) ENFIELD
- Admission £1 per person (under 12yrs free) NEW YEAR
§i For further details contact:- AUTOJUMBLE
- York Auction Centre, Murton, York, YO19 BGF
i Tel: 01904 489731 Online at: www.yle.co.uk SUNDAY

DEC. 30, 2007
10am - 4pm

Stalls from £15 - Adm. £3.00
Tea room open all day for hot and
cold refreshments

g The Details: EDVVT, Whitewebbs

" GRAND NORTHERN Museum, Whitewebbs Road,
ROLLER SKATE AIDS IN CHANGING HEAVY TYRES AUTOJ UMBLE S MR s Re s
To lighten the task of changing a heavy tyre, one truck THE BOROUGH HALL, Headland, Hartlepool 2020 8367 1898
driver carries an ordinary roller skate (or a skate board) in SATURDAY NOVEMBER 10™ Fax: 020 8363 1904
his tool kit and uses it as shown. The skate supports the 9am-Zpm. ApmissioN £2.50 100 indoor stall - £12 each MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY:
weight of the tyre leaving him free to slide the spare wheel FREE PARKING - REFRESHMENTS The Enfield Pageant of Motoring
in place. This can also be used when changing tyres on a 01429 420311 l 07981 205138 24/25/26 May 2008

car. It makes it easier to manage a heavy wheel.

Restored Cars #185 , Nov-Dec 2007

DOUBLE ‘L’ CLUB
You couldn’t ~ AU TUMN

Reducing Static Cling

make it Up' Pin a small safety pin to the seam of
FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS your slip and you will not have a

HAVE BEEN DISCIPLINED FOR clingy skirt or dress. Same thing ;
BREAKING THE DRESS CODE BY works with trousers that cling when sunday 18t November 2007 10anm - 3pm at
WEARING COLLARS AND TIES. earing tights, pl ini

o o SR S R Sao ot THE GRANGE CENTRE » MIDHURST » WEST SUSSEX

trousers and static is gone. i
Admission £1.50, Stalls £12 - Soray, no BRIC-A-BRAC

Motoring & Leisure OCTOBER 2007 REFRESHMENTS - FREE PARKING
“ Tel Dave: 01403 820808 Mob. 07798 775319
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29 Lyons St, Newstead Vic 3462.
PHONE 03 5476 2212 9AM-5PM
FAX 03 5476 2592 ALL HOURS

Holden Media Online at http:/media.holden.com.au
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ACN 006 893 232 Port Melbourne

GPO Box 1714 Melbourne

Victoria Australia Victoria Australia 3001
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www.hsv.com.au
Holden Special Vehicles, Senator Drive
Clayton Business Park 1508 Centre Road
Clayton Vie 3168
Phone (03) 9265 9500
Fax (03) 9265 9555

YOUR
HOLDEN
s NEEDS

R AR FOR ALL
| SPARES |

P.0.Box 10
Mail Delivery Centre
Somerton
Victoria 3062
Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK:00 613 9305 3520
E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

Shop On Line At

www.rarespares.net.au
Visa accepted

RESTORED CARS

Magazine Australia

Was first published in 1973.
All back issues are
available.

All vehicles featured are
restored or in original
condition. Events, How

 6ISSUES (1 YEAR)
& Aust $73.00 Air Mail
%. 12ISSUES (2 YEARS)
. {  Aust $143.00 Air Mail
Bankcard WERY — Visa — MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA

Ph 6135476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

HELPING YOU KNOW MORE ABCUT YOUR HOLDEN

STAN BENNETT
48 & FJ Holden Research

Ph: (02) 627 1304

Lot 54 Wellington St. Vineyard (Sydney)

P.O. Box 200, Riverstone NSW Australia 2765

Picture: Rob Magennis

Good thing they had stage 4 going at Paynesville: they might have run out of water.
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