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FRONT COVER - Running repairs 1960s style. (see letter page4)

COMMITTEE:

x
CHAIRMAN /EDITOR. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1 JY. 020 8287 4932. ~ holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron House,
111 Charles Street, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 2HW.
0164 669 2254 - cawdronhardy@gmail.com

EVENTS OFFICER. Trevor Drury - trevordrury a~blueyonder.co. uk

The Register is recognised by GM Holden Ltd

Spares Go-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above.

Club Website: http://www.holdenuk.co.uk - e-mail: holdenuk@holdenuk.co.uk

CLUB IT~eVtS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3
No. 4-Date.

Holden 1948-1962 Book
Stickers (With Club Logo)
Tax Disc Holder ..
Key Fob ..
Cloth Badge ..
Tie (Blue) ..
T Shirts(M/L) ..
Metal Car Badge ..
Binders for Club Magazine (holds 12)

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)

50p the Three
50p Each.
£8 Each.
50p Each.
50p Each.
50p Each.
£7 Each.
£8 Each.
£6.50 + £1 p&p
£10 + £1 p&p
£6 + £1 p&p

NOTE: Equivalent amounts in AUS$ or payment via PayPal can be accepted.
Please contact the Chairman for details

Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please add postage.

i~/~~~r0~
E .I1T0`I'~S. ~. ;r _, * 

_~

Hopefully by the time
of the next edition of Holden
Business we will be well into
Spring and be able to take
those cars along to some of
the early shows.

As you can see I have
devoted a large part of this
edition to an excellent
special feature on the early
days of Holden. "Hoidens
before the Holden". Many
thanks to Patrick Hemphill
for writing this article and
finding all the pictures t~
illustrate it.

~~1
--
ice

~ ~ ~v`. ~u
~~ i~ V....:

0 hope Patrick's contribution
v~rill encourage some more
of you to put pen to paper
(finger to keyboard) and tell
us about your car,
restoration, or any Holden
related matter. !will always
publish it in the magazine if
can.

Reg a r s

Ken

~~
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10 March 2009

1"OP SELLING CAPTIVA NOW WITH

SEVEN SEATS ACROSS THE RANGE

Holden's top-selling Captiva range now includes Australia's most affordable mid-size seven-seater
SUV.

Effective March 2009, Captiva SX will be offered as a true 7-seater, combining interior space with a
high level of standard safety features and class leading fuel economy on the 2WD manual variant.

A complete list of Captiva product changes are as follows:

Captiva SX (2WD & AWD)
• Addition of third row seats -standard
o Automatic headlamp mode which switches on automatically at twilight or low light -

standard

Captiva CX (AWD)
o Automatic headlamp mode which switches on automatically at twilight or low light -

standard

Captiva LX (AWD)
• Rear view camera -standard
• Leather transmission selector -standard

Recommended Retail Price:
• Captiva SX 2WD 2.OL Diesel Man /Auto $35,490 / $37,490
• Captiva SX AWD 3.2L Petrol V6 Auto $38,490
e Captiva SX AWD 2.0~ Diesef V6 Auto $39,490

Captiva CX AWD 3.2L Petrol V6 Auto $40,490
o Captiva CX AWD 2.OL Diesel Auto $41,490
e Captiva LX AWD 3.2L Petrol V6 Auto $43,990
• Captiva LX AWD 2.OL Diesel Auto $44,990

The Holden Captiva has become Australia's favourite raid-size SUV in 2009, selling 2052 vehicles
year to date and accounting for 19.5% of the competitive medium SUV market.

Images available on www.media.holden.com.au

For media enquiries, contact:
Scott Whiffin Kate Lonsdale
National Manager Media Relations Product Communications Manager
(03) 9647 5278 or 0439 998 523 (03) 9647 2293 or 0409 629 608
scott.whiffin angm.com kate.lonsdale(cDgm.com
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I-holden —bodied tourer (Chrysler?) seen in England 2008 
(Patrick Hemphill)

Holden's Body Builders plaque fitted to Chrysler (?) tourer (Patrick Hemphill)

Ever since James Alexander Holden emigrated from Britain to
Adelaide in 1854 to set up a ~addiery business the company
succeeded in focussing on the individual requirements of
customers. According to Norm Darwin's definitive book an "The
History of the Holden Since 1917" Holden and Frost (as it had
become) was approached during 1917, at the height~~of the First
World War to build bodies locally for imported Dodge and Buick
chassis in order to overcome the import embargo then imposed.
the company, in order to fulfil the order promised to be 5000
over the next five years, bought out coachbuilders F. T. Hack
Ltd., also in Adelaide and thus began car production.

....;sd~i~YiWifil~911i~ ~ -~0 ~

,~ ~ .~,. A

- t1

~~i : 
.. 

...

...

1919/1920 Holden bodied Hudson ("The History of I~olden Since 1917", Darwin)

It was not long before "Holden's Motor Body Builders Ltd." (by
now an offshoot of the original saddlery company) produced
locally styled coachwork for a large range of American, British
and even European cars — Lancia, Fiat, Morris, Austin, Hillman
and Ford being just a few makes nowadays considered unlikely —
although at this stage Holden's was yet to become part of the
mighty General Motors. However GM saw the potential of this
company by 1923, appointing Holden's as their principal body
supplier for all the cars in their Australian range, of which there
were many.

8 9
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Colurr~n of Fats:
The value, in terms of /~va-

trali~,n employment created, of

the body-building; industry m:~y

be gauged from t1~~ Fnllowin~

fTcts:-

55~0 men and women are

directly employed in making'

Holden Bodies. Their present

wages bill is nearly one-and-a-

quarter million pounc)s n year.

Material consumed, including

Australian leattier, lacquer, steel,

etc., tota~a two-and-a-quarter

million pounds a year.

The plant covers ever one mil-
lion square feet of factory floor
apace.

l.~

Tire men and women ~vho make Holden Bodies are Proud of their work,
and Australia has reason to be proud of it, too. It is hard to convey to you
1-!OW MANY of these men and ~vom~~n there really are. The (gure
"5500" doesn't Help much. Your mind's eye doesn't know how many people
r_~ake 5500.

But—for example, if you walked round the works and merely watched
each operation for one minute, the tour ~~o~,ld take you t~vo days. You
~~~Uld see ~~ork of hundreds of different kinds. At one end of the scale you
would see steel being toyed with Like Paper in colossal machines. At the
other end of the scale you would see Gagers doing work of the Finest delicacy
with wonderful accuracy and skill.

The point is that all this work is heron done for you, the Australian
motorist, by people whose life-work it is to know \XIHAT AUSTRALIAN
CONDITIONS MEAN. An Australian's car means a lot to him, gives
him the freedom of his country, and in order that the body of his car show?d
be Cine in appearance, dignity and comfort even after many thousands of
miles, it has to be constructed more strongly than overseas bodies need to he
built.

These are the people who do that for you ~-ho Build specifically for
r~ustralian conditions. That is why your "Body by f-Iolden" SERVL.S
you so well besides being so beautiful and luxurious . ,

Hoiden's {for the grammatically punctilious the apostrophe, as in
the possessive always appeared in the business title, and on
advertising literature) cleverly designed its coachwork almost as
a "one size fits all" approach to reduce costs; thus a body for a
Dodge might well have been easily adapted to fit an Overland
although the cars were quite unrelated. Even after 1931 when
General Motors acquired Holden's the company still produced
bodies for non-GM vehicles until after World War Two, although it
is better known for its invention of styles on various General
Motors' chassis, such as the "coupe utility" of 1934 and the
"sloper" coupe a year later which not only had now enclosed what
used to be the rear, external dickie seat, but this covered back
seat also folded to extend the luggage area for businessmen's
wares.
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1937 Willys 37 roadster, peculiar to

Holden's, and (below, left) a weary

Holden bodied 1938 Willys six light sedan

("The History of Holden Since 1917",

Darwin)
Compare with the equally .tired American

version with four-light body below

(Patrick Hemphill)
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1940 Holden --bodied Chevrolet utility on Eddie Ford's farm, 1995. American production
Chevrolets did not feature "no-draught ventilation" quarter lights, among other detail

differences {Ian Saxton)
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1940 Pontiac Silver Arrow with Holden lbody. Differences from the U.S. Fisher body includF
rear-hinged back doors, a 2-piece rear window and taller windscreen (Ian Saxton)

Holden's thrived on producing domestic and commercial vehicles
until the Second World War when, as with most car plants
worldwide it turned production to military equipment, army
vehic{es and munitions, as always satisfying local needs. After
the end of hostilities car production resumed, but by how plans
were afoot to develop the true "Holden" which materialised in

Rear of 1946 Chevrolet Fleetmaster with Hoiden body. Local changes include the two-piece re
window, extended and externally-hinged boot lid, rear-hinged back doors and different

brightwork. Note similarities with the 1940 Pontiac (Ian Saxton)

-,.~.:

.;~ , ,

November 1948. Meanwhile, alongside Holden production the
"home brew" versions of imported cars continued, although the
non-GM models were dropped altogether. ~y the 1960s iocafly
built cars more greatly resembled their American or English
counterparts; perhaps the last incarnation of a local body on an
imported car was the 1967 Holden Torana which sold in Britain
as the Vauxhall Viva, albeit the Holden version had not adopted
the Vauxhall's new rectangular headlamps.
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,wo versions of the Vauxhall ~Vyvern "L" Type c. 1948. The rear of the black Holden-bodied

xample uses panelwork from the previous "J" Type, which in England differed again in profilf

,o confuse matters more the English specification four-light Wyvern pictured was assembled in

reland (Photo 1—unknown; Photo 2 —Patrick Hemphill)

By now the Japanese invasion of cheap, reliable cars had
gripped Australia and many makes were dropped in their favour.
The 1970s onwards saw Holden's assembling some Toyotas and
Isuzus as a consequence of alliances with General Motors, and
Holden-badged cars were becoming based on European or
Japanese GIVi models in line uvith global production plants.
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~-Iolden's 1967 "Torana" model, closely based on the Vauxhall Viva HB series complete with i

1159 cc engine was the first economy car to carry a Holden badge. Only minor trim difference

and round instead of the diva's rectangular headlights set them apart (Ian Saxton)

The legacy that Holden's body Builders has left the Australian
economy, not to mention car enthusiasts is enormous. It is also
extraordinary to consider that, had the Australian government not
imposed import tariffs and restrictions on fully built-up imported
cars, Holden's would have had little incentive to develop local
models on imported chassis. Happily, the company in its present
form continues to thrive, even though the future of the mighty car
industry in the face of international recession is extremely
uncertain. While the multinationals like General IVlotors, Chrysler
and Ford struggle for survival, existing on Government handouts
to stimulate turnover one feels that Holden, given sufficient
autonomy from its parent company can weather the storm as it
has always previously done.

would like to thank Ian Saxton for supplying many of the
pictures and information, and to the owners of the cars featured
for preserving them for our pleasure. I also wish to thank Ken
Garner for suggesting the outline for this article at the last AGM
and Norm Darwin without whose book "The History of Holden
Since 1917" we Holden enthusiasts would all be the poorer.
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Criminal driver
in Pole position
Dublin A notorious
diver who escaped- over
50 offences across Ireland
has finally been. tracked
down. In a letter-being
circulated to police, a
traffic division official has
written: "Prawn Jazdy is
actually the. Polish for
driving licence and not
the first and surname on
the licence."

~y~ ~ ~ 9 ~~~~ ~ _.

~~

KEEPING COOL
Now you know what those rear door windows are good for. If you have a 5KVA generator
and a good old room air conditioner window mounted), here is one way an American
(we assume he was) solved his ̀ keeping coo(' in the car problem. We wonder what the
highway patrol thought of his conversion. How about the extra trailer lights on the deck
lid to replace the broken original.

1~estored Cars #193, Mar Apr 2009

TIMING AID
If you do not own a neon timing light or are out on the
road and have to improvise distributor timing, this hint will
come in handy next time you tune your car. Rub the lead
of an ordinary pencil over the face of the points, then,
with the ignition switched on, turn the motor over slowly
by hand. No matter how slowly the engine is turned, a
loud ̀ crack' will be heard the moment the points open.
Once this happens, it is a simple matter to check the
position of the timing point on the flywheel.

dead heat
The normal sedate speed of a
funeral cortege is 2~rnph, but
under the sombre bonnet of the
modern hearse often beats a
powerful engine, capable of
surprising speeds. So the police
discovered while chasing a
hearse down the Ml at IOOmph.
Closely in pursuit of the hearse
was the mourners' limousine,
the whole party anxious not to
miss their allotted time at the
crematorium or the service
would have been delayed a full
wee~~. The police were
sympathetic and Iet the party
off .Less fortulZate was another
driver who told police he sped
up to get out of tlZe way of the
cortege and tivas fined £400.
6

'~'HE SeOTS1~~~~1

30 JANUARY 2009

}~I PE-WENCHBOL~~ 
LgRGE
WASHER

~~ ~
~~- _~

HANDY STUD WRENCH 1S EASY TO MAKE

A handy stud wrench can be made by boring a hole just

back of the toothed shank of a discarded pipe wrench

handle and bolting two large washers to it on opposite

sides.

American motorist Richard
Scruby~ was arrested for driving
wit~~ a TAI set we~Ided to his car
bo~lnet. He claimed that he was
~erfec~ly capable of driving
~vitl~ one eye on his favourite
programmes and the other on
tl~e roa~1. Unfortunately fog hirn.,
police did not agree.
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AUT~JJ~IIBL
~t i~4/YKE DOWN

Touring Car~va~ ~ Camping Park,

Country Pub & Re§taurant,

picket Piece,
Andover •Hang

EASTE~t
~V'ft)11~DAY
ApRI.L. ~~t"

PLAQUE ~~NTRfES hNST B~ RECEIVED BY MAR 9~"~'

sr~~~s ~o~ £12 -NEARLY ZOOO VE~lICLES ON X08!

FOR fULL DETAILS aNA EMTRY FORMS TEt~

DA~/E PI~LNIER _
TeO: 01264 36~~95

o~ Mobile 0 889 630544

111 'e.~ ~ t •
Classic

buy ~r Sell Jumble
OId Tractor Parts

Vintage Farm Machinery..:.

Old Workshop Tools

Farm Tools ♦Bygones
Vintage &Classic Car Parts

Anything Antique or Old

2009 Dues
Sat. 28~h ~dl a rc h

Sit: 26th September
White's Farr~~, Earls carton,
Northampton. (VN6 OEU.
(Junction 1 d off the A45)

Gates open for sellers 9.30am
Gates open for buyers 10.30am
Refreshments available on site`

Public entrance:
£3 per person

Chiic~ren under 10 free
Profits to raise funds to build a
Museum and Heritage Centre
De#ails te(. R. Hollowell on;
01604 X91 fi~6 or
07960 082975

yr

.j ~~ ~f,~
~._ -~ ~~

... ~ ::: $~R~~T ,~T~~~? ~ODD~Rs PR,BsBNTs
ro TH8 LON~~~T RIINNIN~ ON&DST4 ~; J

~--~. "~ ~;~ ~ ~ ~ i; OPBH-egg C~~ Sgo~v~-THE 35TH

~,-~`~ a "' "r.'

,. ,~-

-000D FRIDAY APR1 L 10
RUSHMO~R ARENA ~ HANTS (.Dust outsi€1e of Aldershot)
In 2008 ~e had over 2500 v~hicfes of various types on show; Hot Rods, Custom, Classic

vehicles, Yanks, Bikes and Dragsters. Refreshments •Fun Fair ~ Trade Stands •Craft

Stalls o dive Bands. More information at: www.freewebs,com/wheeisday
OPENS 10am - 6pm - er~try £5 per person, child and OAPs FREE.

Phone Jason 07714 550791 for details

SOUTHERN C"LASS'IC'S _ ~
~~"-A SSI C ~: Cpl I~ SHa I NCL

~~~~~ ~ ~and AUTO . _ ,
SUN. 5t" APR1L 1~amto4pm
CH ICS ESTER COL.LEG E,
CHICHESTER, SUSSEX, PC~191~~

FROMTHE WEST OFTHE CITY, VIATESCO ROUNDABOUT ON A27, TAKE

TtfE A259 , CA7HEDER~►L WAY, UP TO THE SECOND ROUNDABOUT AND
FOLLOW THE SIGNS INTO THE COLLEGE CAR PARK

:Np ~~C3K~NG REC~UiRED - JUST'Ti~RN UP
ENTRANCE SEES; CLASSICS £5 - AUTOJUMBLERS £10 Gust show proof of insurance)

Spectators £1. Class Awards - C~ncours Competitions -Raffle Draw

~'or info call Eric Wood 01943 782661 safer spm} oR SHOW DAY HOTLINE 07880 682066

~~



~~~']~S AND SE~VYC~S

i~ELPtNG YQL~ KNOW MC?~~ Ab~'JT Yt~l~~ .~J~: ~~:

STAN ~~NtiE~'T'
48 & ~J Hoidan Resp~rch

~oz~ ~6z~ 130

Lot 54 Wellington St.lJineyard ~~ydnay)
P.O. Box 200. ~~iverstone NS1l1l Australia 2; e:~

Holden Ltd. Corporate Affairs
241-261 Salmon Street
Melbourne 3207
Victoria, Australia
Phone: 613-9647-1111
Fax: 613-9647-2550

FOR a~~
• YOUR~~ i

r~ ~~1 HOLDEN
,,~T~~

%~~ ~~ NEED
-- ~ ~ r ~

P.o. BoX ~ o
Maii Delivery Centre

Somerton
Victoria 3062

Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK : 00 613 9305 3520
E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

Shop 4n Line At

www.rarespares.net.au
Visa accepted

~• ~- ~~ --
www.hsv.cor~~.~-~u

I Ic~lcic~>> S~~rc:i~il Vcliic:les, ~c~n,►►~,r I)~ i~-~~

(:i~~vlc>>> 13~~~;i~~c~~ l'~~~k ]S{)f3 {.:ci~lr~~ lt~~~~~i

(:I~~ylc~i~ Vic: ;31 C~f3

I~~li)IlC' ~~,~, ~~?~) J ~r)t~~)

http:/lmedia.gm.com/aus/holden/eneindex.html

1 ~~ !fin Sl'C ~F{~ I~ ~P~`~T ~I 0~~`'~ ~~ ~
Was frrsf published in 1973.
All back issues are EDDI~ ~a~Za PU~~IC~Tl~~S PT1~ LTD 29 LYC~~~~~. ~ available. 

~EV~'STE~~ 3462 ~/E~~~REA ~USTF~~Ll~..All vehicles featured are v~~
r resfored or in original

~,~r- ~ ~` conditron. Events, How ~.--;~_. ~ _, _ ~. _ .~~;;
To's and Australian Motoring 

THE TOTALb ~` ~ Histo are a specialit . ONE YEARry y (6 ISSUES) ~4~.0~

~~`` ~''¢~ : ~a:' TVi10 YEARS ~2 ~ssuEs 87.00 ❑ ~~-~~
}~jR+ii,' ~ : 8 ~ o v o e c4 o cc' c ~+. - ~' ~ 4 O • a - `:

--- - -~----- ---~--- ONE YEAR A$68.00 ❑ ONE YEAR ~,$ 79.00
TWO YEARS A$133.00 Q TWO YEARS A$ 155.00 ❑

ALL OVERSEAS SUBSCRlPTlO~'S SENT BY AlR t~F~iL
(Australia Post has removed the Sea Fail service.) Prices in Ausiralia~ currency.

Pease send Overseas Bank Cheque or complete Credit Card Ge;a;fs.
Ph Q3 X76 22~ 2, Fay 03 5476 2592, ~f~~f~, ~f~~atoco~;~ or

em~i( r~sfar~dc~r-~@ii~i~f.nEt.~u Maur ~~c4er ~o ~c;

~:%~:~~ _ y

. ~.:
=~~'C~_

y~

;1~ _ i

~

t•i~`V+ ^r ~~

,~s ,
I 1

'~ ,,;~
vy ~

;~ . ;~',
f.

~

A
_ { ,~ ~

~.

~~ 
.. ~ _ 

F r

.' -

-'C _:

.

.~ ., • ~ '-

~. ~ _ r•Y _
1.

. ~_ '. c ~
~~ r.

-j-. - s

~Q~~~~~- the ~~,.,~ ~t ~~KG ~-- C fioo~ 
V~

GAS 35~ taU ~e S a~ Baeh'sC GEC. pit YOU ~

Man?~ro ~ L}ke a1 sb~, She d~~v ~ ~~
of tr,e atoo~`

c~ce aid K '~ _-
~he 

Farm ~o thunder- ~O ,~~- 
..aid lister ~O ~ ~t ̀:..-'<

- ~ • _` t 'j• ~► ~, ;_ 
~ _ __ ~ ~

^ )', ~, " ~ is i

..~/' .♦ - t -, r.. rte . .- ~ , r - f -

~. .. t ~

r ♦ :~~

M ~'

18 
19


