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FRONT COVER - The New Commodore MY10 — See article page 6

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN / EDITOR. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1JY. 020 8287 4932. - holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY / TREASURER. Guy Hardy, Cawdron House,
111 Charles Street, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 2HW.
0164 669 2254 - cawdronhardy@gmail.com

EVENTS OFFICER. Trevor Drury - trevordrury@blueyonder.co.uk

The Register is recognised by GM Holden Ltd

Spares Co-ordinator : Ken Garner. Phone: As above.

Club Website: http://www.holdenuk.co.uk - e-mail: holdenuk@holdenuk.co.uk

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE:

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4-Date. 50p Each.
Holden 1948-1962 Book £8 Each.
Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p Each.
Tax Disc Holder o 50p Each.
Key Fob - 50p Each.
Cloth Badge s £7 Each.
Tie (Blue) o £8 Each.
T Shirts (M/L) = £6.50 + £1 p&p
Metal Car Badge 2 £10 +£1p&p
Binders for Club Magazine (holds 12) £6 + £1 p&p

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)

NOTE: Equivalent amounts in AUS$ or payment via PayPal can be accepted.
Please contact the Chairman for details.

Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please add postage.

Hi all,

Hopefully spring is now
in the air so there are fewer
excuses for not entering that
garage and doing all those jobs
which have been on hold for so
many months.

| hope some of you managed to
get down to the Ace Café for
the Australia Day gathering. If
you have any pictures pass
them on to me and | will add
some of them up to our site.

On the back page | have
included an advert from the
Trax brochure, which reminded
me just how many Holden
model cars this company
produces, so if you don’t yet
own your favourite Holden, a
model may be a good
temporary alternative.  Their
website can be found at:
www.topgear.co.au

Talking of pictures above, if you
would like to send me some
images of your cars and a few
details of how they are running
and any restoration work you
have done, | will add them to
the pages of our magazine.

Rega_rg_s

Ken



Commodore celebrates 14th
year as Australia’s
Top Selling Car

Pictured above, the Holden Commodore was announced this week
as Australia’s favourite car for the 14 consecutive year.

Figures released earlier this month by the Federal
Chamber of Automotive Industries show Australians
purchased a total of 44,387 vehicles from the HVO built,
VE Commodore rangein 2009.

The result means Commodore has been Australia’s best

selling car each and every year since 1996.

This achievement ends 2009 on a high after a tough year
as HVO transitioned to a single shift.

“It's been a tough year so we're rapt Commodore has
come out on top again,” Holden’s Executive Director of
Sales and Marketing, John Elsworth said.

“Commodore is designed and engineered here in Australia,
it's built here and we're very proud of the way we've been
able to continually refine and improve it since it was first
launched more than 30 years ago.”

Holden sold 119,568 vehicles in Australia in 2009, 12.8 per
cent of the market, making Holden the second top selling
brand behind Toyota. For more detail, see page two.

Mr Elsworth said the Federal Government’s investment
allowanceplayed an importantpart in the result.

L
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HOLDEN

News

3 February, 2010

HOLDEN OFF TO A GREAT START TO 2010

Holden has recorded a 20% rise in sales in January 2010 compared to the same month last
year according to figures released today by the Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries.

The figures show Australians purchased a total of 10,468 Holden's during January, with
Commodore, Cruze, Captiva, Barina and Colorado all selling well.

For Holden, January highlights include:

s The best ever monthly sales result for Captiva (1421 sold), making it Australia’s best
selling SUV,

» The best Barina month since January 2007 (1379 sold); and,

« Commodore was Australia’s best-selling car (3241 sold).

Holden's Executive Director of Sales and Marketing John Elsworth said overall it was the
best monthly sales result since January 2007.

“We're planning a big year and this is a fantastic start,” Mr Elsworth said.

“The sales momentum we saw developing in December last year looks like it has carried
over into the new year.

“We've grown our market share to 14.1% of what is a crowded and competitive market and
we're pleased with how we are tracking across our model range.”

For media inquiries, contact:
Scott Whiffin

Holden Corporate Affairs

(03) 9647 5278 or 0439 998 523
Scoft.whiffin@gm.com
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keen eye is needed to pick the new Holden Commodore
MY10 - that's medel year 2010 - on the street, as theré.are no
major cosmetic differences from the previous model. The
only distinguishing features are three small badges depicting
SIDI — ene on the boot and two on the front guards.
Beneath the surface, however, Holden engineers have
been hard at work.

The main focus was on reducing fuel consumption
and lowering emissions, but the changes have also pro-
duced a much smoother, more refined driveline. The

SIDI on the badges stands for Spark Ignition Direct
Injection and indicates the car is fitted with the latest evolution of
Holden's Alloytec V6 engine. Two versions of this technically sophisti-
cated Global engine are available: an all-new 3.0-litre engine in the
Omega and Berlina models; and a substar upgrade of the existing
3.6-litre unit for the higher-spec SV6, Calais, Statesman and Caprice.

The high-pressure SIDI techinology gives greater control and more ef-
ficient fuel burning for increased performance as well as lower fuel
consumption 2nd fewer emissions. A silky six-speed sutomatic replaces
the much maligned four-speed and five-speed automatics, while the SV6
has the option of 2 six-speed manual. The automatic’s gearing and shifts
are well matched to the engine characteristics. A new turbine damper
system, working in conjunction with the lock-up clutch torque converter,
also heips to smooth out the operation and improve fuel economy.

Continuing the economy drive, low-rolling-resistance tyres have been
fitted, while the suspension and electronic stability control have been
fine-tuned to maintain Commodore’s surefooted handling and high level
of safety. All MY10 Commodores now carry a five-star ANCAP safety
rating following the recent release of the Ute crash test results.

Although the 3.0-litre engine is smaller than the 175kW 3.6-Jitre unit
it replaces, power output has been increased to 190kW. Maximum
torque, however, is down slightly and therefore the engine rieeds to be
revved a little more and you tend to get more frequent gear changes
when looking for extra performance. Most drivers will iot notice any
great difference in normal driving situations but will certainly appreci-
ate the fuel savings. The official combined city/highway fu¢l figure for
the 3.0-litre model is a pleasing 9.3L/100km, giving it a four-star
environment rating.

Power output in the 3.6-litre models has climbed from 195kW to
210kW, while maximum torque is up 10Nm to 350Nm, and the engine
hasa broader torque spread for better drivability. Even with the stronger
performance, fuel consumption on the Calais sedan is also down 12% to
9.91./100km, with a four-star environment rating,

A 400km economy run on the media launch showed that, if driven
conservatively, 8.0-8.51./100km is quite achievable. Typical of large cars
with six-cylinder engines though, fuel consumption can vary significantly
depending on how and where the car is driven. In real-world driving
around town, as part of Australia’s Best Cars testing, the 3.0 SIDI auto-

natic averaged 11.9L/100km and the 3.6 SIDI returned 12.4L.

The new engine and driveline certainly give the MY10 Commodore a
more refined feel but-under hard acceleration the engines still don’t feel
as smooth and free-revving as somie other six-cylinders. Greg Hill

L

first drive

LIKES
> Improved econoimy, fower emissions
> Smoother, seamless-shifting
six-speed automatic
> Five-star safety rating

DISLIKES
> No distinctive visual difference
> Slight engine harshness under
hard acceleration
> Full-size sparé wheel is axtra

MECHANICALS

> 3.0L: 2897¢cc V6
190kW@6700rpm
290NmM@4000rpm
8spd automatic

> 3:6L: 3564cc V6
210kW@8400rpm
350Nm@2900rpm
Bspd automatic
(6spd manuat option in SVE)

SAFETY
> Six zirbags
> Stability control
> ABS

STANDARD FEATURES
> Alloy whesis
> Duaf exhaust outlets
> Auto headlight mode

PRICE RANGE
> $36,490-571.490
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For immediate release
Wednesday, 20 January 2010

Toll Holden Racing Team celebrates 20™ anniversary with
unveiling of 2010 Commodore V8 Supercar

e Most aggressive livery yet still unmistakably HRT
* Renewed and strengthened agreement with Toll
* Major partnership with Red Rooster announced
* Celebrating 15 years of Mobil sponsorship

Australia’s most successful V8 Supercar team, the Toll Holden Racing Team began celebrations for its 20™
anniversary with today’s unveiling of its 2010 Holden Commodore race car.

Drivers Will Davison and Garth Tander pulled the covers of their spectacular new-look Commodores at Holden’s
Fisherman’s Bend headquarters, the new livery the most aggressive in the team’s 20 year history.

A creation of Holden Design’s Peter Hughes, the new look is a logical evolution of past schemes with a brand new
3D side graphic and sinister black lowers inspired by the one-off 2008 Bathurst livery.

The basic colour break up evolves from last year while the Toll HRT’s legion of supporters will notice a new, very
bright racing red, the exciting new look unmistakably Toll HRT.

Delighted with the look of the 20™ anniversary Toll HRT Commodore, Davison said he was looking forward to
returning to the track and improving on his stellar 2009 season.

“Itis a privilege to drive for the Toll Holden Racing Team — 2010 is a very special year in the team’s history and to
be able to race such a stunning and tough looking car will be an honour,” Davison said.

“With a year at Toll HRT under my belt, | am now very comfortable and really feel part of the Holden family.

“At the beginning of last year a lot of people said | could win the championship, but with a new team it was
probably the last thing on my mind.

“Having a team like Toll HRT around you is motivating and | am now well aware of what | am capable of with a
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HOLDEN RACHHG TEAM

s l

P !
team like this. :

} “Combined with some of the changes we have made in the off season it will enable us to push even harder to
“I am going into the new season knowing exactly what | want to achieve, and my expectations are high” achieve our objectives in 2010.”
Tander said the reigning Bathurst and V8 Supercar Teams’ Champion would push for even greater results this year The Holden Racing Team made its debut as the official factory team of Holden with then team manager Win Percy
with the goal of reclaiming the V8 Supercar Drivers Championship as its first driver at Round 1 of the 1990 Australian Touring Car Championship, held Amaroo Park in Sydney.
“For much of the past 20 years, the Toll Holden Racing Team has been V8 Supercar’s powerhouse team, and for Later that year, Percy and Allan Grice went on to record HRT’s first win in Australia’s Great Race, the Bathurst
the past two seasons there has been a concerted effort to get Toll HRT back to where it deserves to be,” Tander 1000 at Mount Panorama.
said.
Since then, the team has gone on to amass a record unmatched by any other team, including 78 poles, 168 race

“With Will on board 2009 was a successful year, but it is a sign of the determination within Toll HRT that despite wins, six Bathurst 1000 victories (1990, 96, 2001, 02, 05, 09) and six V8 Supercar Championships (1996, 98, 99,
all that we won we still aren’t satisfied as we did not win the driver’s title. 2000, 01, 02).
“We appreciate what we achieved, but Will and | are not resting on our laurels. There have been a lot of changes Last year was a successful year for the team, recording seven pole positions and six race wins, winning the Phillip
over the off-season and we are looking to exploit those, we are going to push harder than ever before.” Island L&H 500 and Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000 enduro double, and securing the coveted V8 Supercar Teams’

Championship.
Holden Chairman and Managing Director, Alan Batey said the Toll Holden Racing Team has become synonymous
with motor racing excellence over its proud 20 years history. Davison and Tander also finished second and third respectively in the Drivers’ Championship, with Davison also
being awarded the prestigious Barry Sheene Medal — V8 Supercar’s ‘best and fairest’.

“At Holden we are incredibly proud of HRT’s achievements and are confident they will build on their winning

heritage in 2010,” Mr Batey said. Davison and Tander will hit the track for the first time in their new look Toll Holden Racing Team Commodores at
Winton Motor Raceway for the team’s official pre-season test on Monday, 1 February, with the 2010 V8 Supercar
“Our association with the team is incredibly important for the Holden brand and as we enter this new decade, Championship Series kicking off in Abu Dhabi on 18-20 February as part of the season opening double-header in
HRT will be right there next to us.” the Middle East.
In addition to celebrating its 20" anniversary, this year Toll HRT also celebrates 15 years of Mobil sponsorship, -ENDS -
while during the off-season the team renewed and strengthened its co-naming rights sponsorship with integrated
logistics services supplier Toll. For more information contact:
The team also agreed to a new major partnership with leading Australian restaurant chain Red Rooster, its Gerald McDornan Sarah Wilson
branding taking prominence on the bonnets of Davison and Tander’s Commodores. Holden Motorsport Media Manager Walkinshaw Racing Media Officer
M: 0488 901 722 M: 0433 274618
Walkinshaw Racing CEO, Craig Wilson said the addition of new partners and new agreements with existing E: gerald@veracitymedia.com.au E: sarah.wilson@hsv.com.au

partners shows the strength of the Toll Holden Racing Team.

“We are delighted to be able to continue the long standing association with our key partners and also be able to
develop new relationships as we have with Red Rooster,” Wilson said.

“This type of partner support will assist us in achieving further success in the 2010 V8 Supercar Championship, our
20" anniversary year.
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Here’s what it has:

New Turbo-smooth power up to 145-HP,

a silky new ride, superbly easy handling and an
unmatched choice of options ( including new
positive traction rear axle, disc brakes).

Here’s what it does:

Flattens hills, baffles bumps,
turns highway cruising into a holiday.

Here’s how to enjoy it:

.Just call down at your nearest Holden Dealer’s. He'll let you choose the power you want —

114-hp, 126-hp or 145-hp in the twin-carburettor “X2". The brakes you want —
big, self-adjusting variety or superb power discs. The transmission you want

— manual or liquid-smooth Powerglide automatic. And why not ask him about
Holden’s new positive traction rear axle (a great performance
booster on corners and in rough going). When you've got
what you want, away you go! You'll soon discover the going’s
never been better. New Turbo-smooth Holden. Enjoy it soon.

TEST A TURBO-SMOOTH

HOLDEN

TODAY! ———3Y

——

Australia’s Own Car —from $1,770 (£885) plus tax

General Motors-Holden's

S$622

e were out at Kyalami
and finished putting a
couple of cars through
our regular Cars in
Action Hot Laps and
had twenty minutes of
our hour left. | decided
1o take a spin in our shiny new
burnt orange Ute SS...

Have to admit | was quite
stunned by how well the big Chevy
bakkie turned in, how neutrally it
followed through and how easy it
was to nail it and drive out of the
bends. And while it has an auto
box, it has a manual stick shift
function engaged by just flicking
the lever to the left and nudging
it forward or back to select and it
doesn’t shift up unless you ask it to.

Which means that it won't
change up even if you're on the
limiter and that means it's quite
handy on the track — not even an
AMG will hold gear when it lights
up the back end — it'd rather knock
up a cog or two and kill any fun
you're about to have. The Chevy
on the other hand, will keep that
drift up and allow you to delve into
driving beautifully on the drift.

That also means you can drive
it like a manual when on track and
seeking that ultimate split-second,
so by the time the 2 minutes and
twelve-odd second laptime flashed
up on the VBox on my first hot lap,
| was kinda expecting it. Certainly
wasn’t before I'd set off though...

It was the fastest time of the
cars we had on track that morning,
oo — humbling the other two pre-

tenders we'd driven and because |
wasn't too happy about the brakes
that were quite literally feeling the
heat, | never had the chance of
our normal second and third hot
laps to bring that mark down into
the elevens as it surely would
have...

That's not the point though — a
set of more race-oriented pads
would solve that hassle and this
is a bakkie isn't it, and that sort
of lappery is supreme in anything
that calls itself a road machine.
Suppose what I'm trying to say is
that Bruce Il shocked us in its abil-
ity to lap Kyalami really fast...

Which all got me thinking
— there’s a dearth of choice for
a real sportscar in the R350K
bracket: Yes you can get a 147kW
TT, a 160kW 3-Series Coupe, the
peaky 177kW S2000 for similar
money. OK there’s the 350Z at
well over 400 grand and Z4 starts
around there and for the balls to
match this you need to shell out
yet another 200K for the M.

And while the Chev has per-
haps more head turning street
cred than any of those, | can
hardly see you rocking.up with
two dirtbikes on the back or a
Barefooter in tow behind any of
the abovementioned.

So next time you're looking
for something a bit sporty, don’t
forget to put Bruce on that list.
Somehow it seems nothing on
there that can hold a candle to
the big, friendly Chev...

-Michele Lupini

KEASTING IMPRESSIONS - Long-term update: Chevrolet Lumina Ute SS

CHEVROLET LUMINA UTE SS
List price new: R359 900
(old model R339 908
Odometer on arrival: 572k
Odometer now: 1178ki
We like: Performance, pos:
price, luxury & convenienc

We don't like: It sucks éas

Summary: " Our favourite bakkie
just got even better
CIA RATING 91
¢ = claimed g = gautess.
fuel use overall (g) 18.4¢/100km
fuel capacity 70 litres
380km %,

ran?e o
real world CO2 emissions 426
Clean engines work better ‘:’I¢t’"aﬁ'

june 2008 65353

11



THE 1965-66
HOLDEN HD SERIES

By M A Watkins

The reputation of the 1965 HD Holden as being a ‘rust bucket"is_
not undeserved. Being rust prone makes the model a rarity and it
is a pleasant surprise for an enthusiast to find one in good
condition. It is a car of considerable interest as it was a
groundbreaker in many ways for its parent company, General
Motors, who designed the model in Detroit, Michigan. It was the
first car in Australia to use curved glass for its side windows and
to make use of curved body panels. It was also the first Holden to
use ‘up to the minute’ technology and was therefore similar
mechanieally to any other car designed in America’s aptly named
‘motor city’.

Previous models were behind the times in styling and reflected
Detroit’s regard for the Australian car market as something of a
backwater and not to be accorded the importance of the US market
which was much more competitive. In the 1950s, Holden had no real
competitor and GMH was able to get away with long production runs
and higher priced vehicles than would have otherwise been the case.
For example, the first model, the 48-215 FX was produced from 1948
to 1953 virtually unchanged. The FJ which followed, had only a
redesigned grille to distinguish it from its predecessor. The later 1960-
62 FB/EK body shape had tail fins and a wrap around windscreen,
features which had become by that time obsolete in the USA.

GMH had their first taste in real competition when in 1960 Ford
introduced the Falcon and a little later when Chrysler unveiled the
Valiant. Both could boast more modern body shapes and more
powerful engines than the then FB Holden. The result was the more
modern EJ model in 1962 followed by the much hailed EH in 1963,
which further updated both the Holden’s appearance and technical
specifications.

The HD Holden used the same engines as its predecessor the EH.
These were the 149cu in (2.45 litre) and 179cu in (2.94 litre) sixes
producing 100bhp and 115bhp respectively. These power plants gave
the car more than adequate power and gave a top speed somewhere in
the mid nineties (mph) or about 155kmh for the manual model.

The gearbox was three on the column which even in 1965 did not
boast synchromesh on first gear. The models offered were the
Standard with basic trim and without heater/demister and hand straps,
the Special, which offered more in creature comforts and finally the
Premier which offered bucket front seats and a more powerful engine
with the addition of side mouldings and carpet.

The HD was largely criticised in medical circles for the unusual
fins around its headlamps. It was thought that these features could
contribute to severe injury in the event of a pedestrian accident. The
rear end had sharp comers that designers felt made the car more
susceptible to rust. The HR model, that appeared in the following
year, was identical in appearance but with the objected to features
modified.

This model was a typical car of the 1960s in that it had round
headlamps, chromed steel bumpers, swivelling quarter vents in the
front doors, a metal dashboard, a metal grille and was fitted with cross
ply tyres. Its susp was more d to ride comfort and
produced pronounced body roll upon cornering and hence the need for
the hand straps.

By todays standards it was not a comfortable car and its hard
narrow seats could produce rear end numbness when on a long trip. It
had more leg room than the EH, this had been brought about by
pushing the engine forward three inches. It had four cubic feet more

Iry this one for the n' of your fife!

You'll want to drive the breathtaking new Holden the

second sou e it With 1 e pe s ELC-{CAIDEEV[EL! ‘:lallftn'; spacious new interior,
styling, this beaun; i 3¢r 106 ins. wheelbase aad improved ride give i 3
drive it. "3 feectially chalenget e 10 $3SIYing new big-car feel 3nd personalty. ©

MORE ROOM INSIDE! Check Holden:

ures. New curved doors and windos

MUcH
ne

THRILLING PERFORMANCE! xon you can choose
from th

<c great engines. The economy-plus 100-hp make Holden  inches wide inside, and the

< big 115-bp 179, and the fiery new 140-hp car of any nca its price; 20", bigger boots b
X2t Any onc of these high-spirited engines gives i ctrol tank, and more. But it's 2 Jot of fun
¥ou getaway, passing powcr and hill-climb ability ' yoursell down at your Holden Dealer's

that puts fun into driviag. A with any of these ; Sy yud the full story on the all-nex,
€ngines, you can choose manual gearshift o smootly sibime 1op vatue Holden? '
new Powerglide automatic wansenission,

Brakes “They'ee 50°, bigger, and always at 1op
cllicicney becamse “they'te self-adjusting (2 great
service-saver),

HOLDEN

AUSTRALIA'S OWN CAR: From £885 plus tax,
DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE. .. DRIVE THE ONE THAT'S REALLY NEw!

An advertisement from June 1965 for Holdens new HD series. Note price was
from £885 plus tax, making Holden’s cheapest model, the Standard sedan, priced
at £1,070. That was £5 less than a similarly equipped Falcon and cheaper than
many four cylinder cars.

Probably the most controversially styled Holden
with its sharp leading edges. Holden had to
counter the criticism with a publicity campdign
to show its styling wus up to date with the
world’'s best.

boot space than the previous model and was regarded as Holden’s first
truly six seater.

It was the largest Holden to date and had the following
dimensions, 15ft (4.572m) long, 5ft 10in (1.77.5m) wide, 4ft 1lin
(1.5m) high, with a wheelbase of 8ft 10in (2.69m). It was an inch
taller than the EH which is unusual as cars have tended to become
lower with succeeding model changes. In fact Holdens produced from
1965-67 were some of the world’s tallest production cars after the VW
beetle and the Morris Minor 1000  which were both 5ft high. This
made the HD/HR models easier to get in and out of and gave a
superior view of the road. The disadvantage of the greater height was
that it did not help the tendency towards body roll.

The engine characteristics were again typical of the 1960s in Lhat
they had strong pulling power at low revs. This was useful for towing
caravans, boats and trailers, important for the outdoor lifestyle of

- Australians. The 179 six produced 115bhp at 4000rpm and 1751b/ft at

1600rpm. The HD inherited the 2.9 litre engine from the proceeding
EH. The valves were overhead and operated by a side camshaft. The
HD also used the same floor pan as the EH but its convexity resulted
in greater overall width.

Restored Cars #128, May-Jun '98 Page 33

The 1965 Holden was heavier than its direct competitors, the
Valiant and the Falcon, but its performance compared favorably with
them. The 179 Powerglide automatic sedan weighed 24.75cwt but
could still cover the standing quarter mile in 20.4 seconds. The
Falcon, with its base pursuit 170cu in (2.8 litre) six, could only
manage 22 seconds in the manual form and weighed only 23cwt. The
Valiant could achieve the standing quarter in one second less time but
with a much larger 225cu in (3.7 litre) engine with 24cwt and at a
higher price.

The middle 1960s was a period when GMH was running into
competition not only from the other major US car makers but also
from the Japanese who had begun to make their presence felt. The
somewhat austere Nissan Cedric was one of the first Japanese vehicles
imported in the early 1960s but the Toyota Corona, introduced in
1965, was the one that really had such an impact for them. Also with
the introduction of the six cylinder Crown saloon, Toyota became the
first Japanese motor manufacturer to become a major contender in the
“big three’ dominated car market.

Toyota had a number of features not offered by other car makers.
Their cars had four headlamps, carpets in all models, radios as
standard equipment, synchromesh on first gear, and two speed
windscreen wipers. They had a higher standard of finish and were
priced competitively and had smaller, more efficient and therefore
more economical engines. In 1965, the Corona sold for £979, which
was only about £100 less than the base 149 engined Holden Standard
sedan.

The Holden HD could be described as being of the ‘middle ages’
of Holden development. It was advanced beyond measure when
compared with the original FX Holden but had yet to acquit itself with
what was on offer internationally.

Despite its various shortcomings the Holden HD of 1965 was an
attractive car that was ruggedly designed and built for Australian
conditions. It was a large to medium sized car, with an over square
and under stressed engine that gave long life with good fuel economy.
It is much under rated at present and in time will seal its place in the
annals of Australian automotive history.

FEATURE CAR

Chris Howard, from East Bentleigh, is justifiably proud of his
1965 HD Premier sedan. He bought it three years ago for $6,000 and
it is in mint condition apart from the air conditioning unit which was
installed by Reg Hunt Motors in 1969, the car is almost original. The
car has a white vinyl roof and a duco color of deep maroon. Chris has
spent $4,000 on upgrades and now estimates its value to be around
$8,000. The car has done 107,000 miles (174,000km) and the 179cu
in engine had a cylinder head reconditioning Jjust before Chris bought
the car in the mid 1990s. It has the two speed Powerglide
transmission, which according to Chris, does not realise the potential
of the excellent 115bhp motor. He is the third owner and has all the
original receipts plus the original owner’s manual. He keeps another
HD for spare parts in his garage. Few would dispute that he is a lucky
man to own such a splendid example of middle 1960s automotive
engineering.

WHEELS ON THE HD HOLDEN

Wheels magazine looked at the new HD in their March 1965 edition, titied ‘Holden's
Newest Tops The Ton". They noted its concave rear window, sculptured body panels
that extended beyond the headlights, a twin carburettor engine known as the X2
developing 140hp (obviously aimed at the Valiant competition), bigger brakes and boot,
an altemator as standard equipment and an optional power lift tailgate on the station
wagon. The fuel tank was enlarged from 9% to 11% gallons. On Premier models they
claimed leather had been replaced in favor of high quality vinyl trim (as it wears longer
and doesn't crack like hide). A padded lid on the console meant three passengers could
sitin the front of the Premier.

Wheels noted its styling reflected the GM affliates like Opel, Vauxhall and the
Canadian Arcadian as well as Chevrolet, Buick and Pontiac. Disc brakes were not fitted
fo the earfier models but were to become available later as an option. The two speed
Powerglide auto was 131bs lighter than the three speed Hydramatic it replaced. It was
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ABOVE. From Nov 1965 an accessories advertisement. Note how many
ies are now i today, whilst others, like the sunhood
(visor) and the waterbag are no longer popular.

RIGHT. Chris Howard's HD Holden, original down to the number plates. Air
conditioning was an extra addition in the late 1960s. Note the artwork from the
sales literature which, in typical American fashion, makes the car look lower,
wider and bigger. Compare this to the rear view photo of our feature car, taken
from a similar angle.

less bulky and meant the transmission hump could be smaller, giving more leg room for
passenger.
MODERN MOTOR ON THE HD HOLDEN

Modem Motor also used the HD as its cover car, they'd previewed the HD almost a
year before with spy photos taken from the GMH test track at Lang Lang. Most of their
spy photos were poor, for example a dash without a steering wheel and gauges.
Modem Motor rumored a V8 as a ‘Super Premier’ but felt it would not happen until Ford
offered the same in the Falcon. MM also claimed the car was styled from the Opel
Kapitan from Germany, they pointed out all the similarities. Steering wheels were also
produced in 12 different colors to match the interior. In May 1965, Modem Motor put the
HD up against the XP Falcon and the Valiant in a comparison road test MM claimed
the Holden looked more modem, the Falcon more conservative. They claimed if you
wanted to tame Holdens X2 engine onder it with the two speed Powerglide automatic
transmission. They also felt the Falcon with the three speed auto cruised with much

They summed up that the Falcon XP and Holden HD had just about caught up with
the Valiant in value for money, For the next ten years Holden had some heavy
competition from Ford and Chrysler, they had to do a lot of work o stay in front,
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