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Hi all,

Spring is almost upon
us, so it seems that we have
got away with a fairly mild
winter, give or take the odd
very cold day.

| hope some of you managed
to get to the Australia Day
event at the Ace Café back
in January.

If you are interested in

HOLDEN BUSINESS Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three . seeing some pictures of the
At g Sadh event follow the link below:
e ot b oox £8 . Each. invurl [Txbol ' On a similar theme, if you
Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p Each. http://tinyurl.com/7xbolzy. : g/
i wish to sell anything Holden
s . o - ' lated, send me a picture
Key Fob i 50p Each. If you are looking for related, s X é)l i
Tie (Blue) 5 £8  Each. wall in your garage (or your add it to that page for all to
T Shirts (M/L) L £6.50 +£2 p&p living room!) there are a see.
Metal Car Badge o £10 +£2 p&p b ; H Iden front ends
Binders for Club Magazine (holds 12) £6 +£2 p&p number ot Holden front en
available for a reasonable
All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling) price. For more information Regards
| have a look at the Sales &
NOTE: Equivalent amounts in AUS$ or payment via PayPal can be accepted. Wants section of our

Please contact the Chairman for details. website.

Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please add postage.
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diecast manufacturer Biante
announced a 1:18 replica

of the Holden Torana that
was shared by Stirling Moss
and Jack Brabham in the
1976 Batlmrst 1000.

Therc was a huge amount of
hype leading up to the race as
it marked both drxvers returns
from ret" ement.
Brabham qualified
the Holden a very

ploughing into the back of his

" car at considerable speed.

The big Holden was

evéntually fepaircdv and

managed to complete 37 lapsin | &
the hands of both drivers before
- it eventually succumbed oy
“engine failure.

“Biante’s replica of the
‘ Holden Torana will be
available in both 1:18 and

i

* will be part‘icularly
as it wxll come

respectable tenth but unfortunately
his'gearbox Jammed at the start of
the race, resulting in a backmarker‘

) 1:43. The 1:18 version

INCLUDES CERTICATEHAND SGNED Y. |
SIR JACK BRABHAM & |
SIR STIRLING MOSS
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Holden detalis new ute range, faces run-out drought

By RON HAMMERTON

GM HOLDEN has rolled out details
of its upcoming new-generation, all-
diesel Colorado ute range, as stocks
of its run-out model dwindle ahead
of the later-than-hoped arrival of the
2012 range from General Motors’ Thai
factory around midyear.

The new Colorado — in three body
styles and the choice of two diesel
engines — is running several months
late for Australia, mainly due to delays
caused by last year’s devastating floods
in Thailand, but also because of high
customer demand in Asian markets
where the Brazilian-designed vehicle
went on sale last year.

This means the well-planned run-out
of the old model in Australia has been
thrown a curve ball, with Holden dealers
down to between one and two months’
supply with about four months to wait

before the new model arrives about June.

Last month, Colorado sales slipped
24 per cent on the corresponding month
last year, with Holden shifting just 687
of the vehicles in January.

Rather than let rivals such as Toyota,
Ford, Nissan and Mitsubishi get a free
kick, Holden last week released range
details on a new web mini-site, and will
arrange for prospective customers to get
a look at the new range in a travelling
road show at Holden dealerships over
the next few months.

Pricing has been withheld until closer
to launch, but Holden has revealed
that the new model will come in the
usual three body styles — single-cab,
space-cab and crew-cab — powered by
a choice of new 2.5-litre and 2.8-litre
turbo-diesel engines.

Un@éljtaiq future for

By BON HAMMEHTON ¥
DlMINISHING “demand for V6
engines in a wodd heading mwards
smaller : and more fuel-efficie
will ultimately require General M fg:f

export for some years to come, it was
inconceivable that all the V6. cnm
currently prodhced by GM’s  four
V6 plants around the world would
be mquued in future. He declined to
be drawn on whether the plant could
be converted to another, more fuel-
efficient option such as four-cylinder
engines for the locally assembled -
and successful — Cruze small car.

Asked if the engine plant had been
included in current negotiations with
the federal government over a proposed
co-investment plan to shore up future
Holden products in Australia, Mr
Devereux said: “They are on different
timeframes.”

{l FULL STORY: CLICK HERE
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Daniel Holdforth
Ballycoolin
Dublin 15

Hi Ken,

| came across your website by chance but very interesting. | am,

as far as | know, the lonely member of the (classic) Holden owners
group in Ireland.

Work on the ute hasn't started yet, other than poking holes in the
rust to see what I'm in for. | grew up in Sydney and my first car back
in '83 was a 1978 HZ Kingswood ute, 4.2, T'bar, air, 3.08 Isd, palais
white. First thing | did (typical 17 year old) was out to a mates and a
bit of rally driving on dirt roads, lost it and stuck it nose first into a
power pole, so it got a twin headlight front too. | then fitted a GTS
dash and new stereo. Oh, and a Kawasaki dirt bike for the back (still
have it!) Stayed like that for a while, then got a reco and mild engine
, turbo 400 box and later on some Commodore buckets. Had it
close on 10 years and missed it every day after | sold it. Lots more
history to but I'll put that in a blog some other time.

My Dad had an HQ without PAS and my first HZ didn't either so |
know what you have to work with.

So, Feb 2000 | come to Ireland for a year........
2006 | re-married to an Irish girl so now really stuck.

About two years ago | was talking to one of my sons in Aus and we
were talking about cars and looking at web sites at the same time. |
happened across an add for a '79 ute in Melbourne, 4.2, auto on the
tree, twin headlight front, factory air and power. So | rang the guy
up, nice honest bloke, has a Sandman Van and just didn't have the
time or space anymore for the ute. He was asking $3,800. | agreed
the 3,800 but asked him to include sill repair panels and a
windscreen, he stuck the new screen over the existing with a few
blobs of silicone and drove it to port Melbourne and on it went, | got
it on Australia Day last year. All documents and books, dealer
sticker still on back window. A good start.

Meanwhile, ebay and two trips later, | have a hoard of stuff for it.

A complete IRS rear out of a maloo ute (god knows how I'm going to
make that fit) 2 x 308 blocks (1 brand new) 3 sets VN efi heads, 2 efi
manifolds, spare bonnet, new rust free doors with central lock and
electric glass, new rubber kit, Pedders everything for the front end,

2 x HZ yellow needle gts dashes, the list goes on. When | get it all
here and start working through it I'll let you know what's not needed
and if your interested in anything. | have been thinking about
getting an HZ prem wagon as well but the exchange rate has put
that off for a while.

The interior, | have a pair of WB buckets in good condi.tion and
basically a spare interior. Found an excellent trimmer in Aqs near
my parents and have designed an interior that should do_ it justice.
Dash pad, door cards, console and seats alllto be done in leather.
Two orange stripes in the seats and orange in the door cards to
bring the exterior colour inside and look a bit Sandman. | hgve a gts
steering wheel but will probably use a Momo. Sandman stripe kit as

well. _
The only parts still needed are the engine internals and disk brake

rotors. ‘
The target for the engine is 450 - 500hp. If your going to have fun

it might as well be good fun.

Brakes, | have some BIG AP calipers off a VXR, 17 x 9 OZ wheels
and abfew other goodies to help it stop and corner.

| spent '88 - '89 building race cars, '89 in Germany doing DTM (RSM
Marco) which is where the OZ wheels came from.

So. in about 12 - 18 months | should have sorted out the bodywork,
an& almost be back together again. I'm a fitter machinist so it will be
all done myself bar paint and trim.

| need to rebuild a good unit first, but | have a complete power steer
system, pump, bracket, hoses and box spare. _

It's really just a mid life crisis but what better way to do it than

build the car you dreamed of but couldn't afford to have at 17.
Probably can't afford it now either!

| worked at Bathurst '86 and '87 on the
Graham Moore team.

Cheers,

Daniel Holdforth
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Car-maker’s future could
be known within a month
as GMH cuts factory jobs

By RON HAMMERTON
GM HOLDEN’S future as an Australian
manufacturer might be decided
within a month, with the company
foreshadowing an announcement on its
talks with the federal government over
potential taxpayer co-investment in its
local manufacturing operation to ensure
anew generation of Aussie Holden cars.

The announcement timing was
revealed last Thursday when Holden
became the second Australian car-maker
in a fortight to cut jobs, as the dollar-
battered local industry reels from falling
exports and the poorest January sales of
locally built large cars in memory.

More than 100 jobs will go at Holden’s
Elizabeth plant in South Australia,
through natural attrition of permanent
workers who quit and a culling of
temporary and contract workers, as the
company — which once had plans for an
around-the-clock three-shift production
cycle to meet huge export orders —
returns from two shifis to one on its
assembly line by the end of May.

The job cuts come as Holden and
its General Motors parent company in
Detroit negotiate with federal and state
governments in Australia over funding to
entice the world’s biggest motor company

<1 SUBSCRIBE FREE: www.GoAutoMedia.com -}
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to retain its manufacturing presence in
Australia against strong headwinds.

GM Holden chairman and managing
director Mike Devereux said that in the
absence of tariff protection enjoyed by
other motor industries around the world,
Australia needed co-investment by
government to attract “hundreds
and hundreds of millions of £+
dollars” of investment in new- |
generation models and plant.

“That’s what the current
negotiations with the government
are all about,” he said.

shed 350 jobs from its Altona factory
in Victoria due to the high dollar, even
though it had just started production of
its all-new Camry.

Official VFACTS figures released
on Friday show that the three local
manufacturers all suffered a shocking
i decline in sales of their locally
‘| made vehicles in January, with
the Holden Commodore sedan
and wagon finding just 2170 new
~ | homes for the month — down 18
| per cent on last January’s 2645.

Ford’s refurbished Falcon
sedan failed to achieve 1000

“l would say in the next
30 to 60 days we will have
announcements to make in that regard

(announcements) that are very
important for the long-term future of
the manufacturing base in the country.”

Holden production at Elizabeth will be
reduced by about 10 per cent, from the
current 430-440 vehicles a day to 400 from
a single momning shift, with the company
saying the export sales recovery it had
expected this year had been skittled by the
high dollar that was yesterday sitting
107 Aussie cents to the US greenback

Mike Devereux gajeg — a historical low.

This raises questions about the
potential for further job cuts at Ford’s
Victorian factories, where 240 workers
were shown the door last year, not to
mention at struggling suppliers.

Holden’s V6 engine plant, which
exports two-thirds of its production to
South Korea and China, is also facing
tough times, and Holden says it has
been reducing the workforce there
through natural attrition.

The mnews follows Toyota’s
announcement last month that it would

§ FULL STORY: CLICK HERE
More reports — next page

We will never abandon those who make
Australia's cars

Kim Carr
January 30, 2012

THE fight for Australia's car industry is back in the headlines, with hard news
at Toyota and open warfare in the Coalition.

It could well have been resolved long ago. In the depths of the global
economic crisis, GM Holden's then chief executive Mark Reuss put the choice
to me in the starkest of terms. Australia could be part of the new GM - or we
could close the doors forever on the proud history that began with the Chifley
Holden.

| was reminded of that day - and the hard days that were to come for
Geelong, Altona and Elizabeth - by President Obama'’s State of the Union
address last week. His account of America's struggle for auto was a defining
moment in the speech; just as it has become a defining theme of his
presidency.

Obama's choice, of course, had to be made in full view of the world. Many will
recall the desperate missions sent from Detroit, as the US auto giants
staggered ever deeper into crisis. Detroit itself was a terrible symbol of
America's industrial decline: the great auto heartland turned urban wasteland.
There were many who feared it would never rise again.

The President himself would not give up, and the country staked heavily on
his faith in a manufacturing recovery.

Before the crisis passed, the US and Canadian governments would acquire
some 60 per cent of General Motors, at a cost exceeding $US50 billion. The
total US assistance package cost $264 per American per year - about 14
times more than the per capita costs for Australia's industry. Even that figure
excludes the nine-digit deals pushed through at state level.

To the critics, it could never seem rational. Divide the total assistance by the
number of people directly employed in auto, and the price will always seem
too high. But that is fool's logic, as Obama understood.

Lose the major vehicle producers, and you lose the component makers. Lose
those firms, and you lose the toolers, the metal manufacturers, the suppliers
of glass, chemicals and plastics. Lose their cars, and you lose the technical
and scientific capabilities required to make them.

So Obama knew, as | knew, that the fight for auto is never just a fight for cars.
It is a fight for the kind of society we want to be. We want a society that
provides high-skilled, high-wage jobs. We want a society that values
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advanced industrial production. That is why we want to be countries that )

made cars.

This government makes no pretence that there will never be a layoff in a car }
factory, nor do we claim to manage the factories. What we seek to do is to

preserve the capabilities in the bad times, so we can expand when conditions

improve.

Obama made the same promise to America, and it has been kept. General
Motors is once more the world's number one auto maker; Chrysler is the
fastest-growing car company in the US; and Ford is investing billions in new
models.

The industry has added nearly 160,000 jobs. That effect has rippled
throughout the economy. Indeed, the President's newly released /nvesting in
America report suggests that the auto industry accounts for almost a quarter
of the increase in industrial production since the manufacturing recovery
began. Little wonder that auto is the centre of Obama's vision for
manufacturing - and manufacturing is the first line in his blueprint for the
nation.

For my part, there have been many hard days since | took up this fight. | have
shared them with workers across the country. However hard the test, the
choice has always been simple.

We did not choose defeat in the global economic crisis. We will not give up on
the workers of the car industry now. This nation will hold fast to the path of
progress.

And if our political opponents will not share our fight, there are a million
Australians in manufacturing who will.

Victorian senator Kim Carr is the federal Minister for Manufacturing.

Compared with any other luxury car. ..

PREMIER OFFERS YOU SO MUCH MORE

for so much less

Premier is letely and b ifull; inted. Every Holden"

Op:‘n the door on a pew Premier. It looks rich . - . sumptuous

inviting, And it has just about every luxury-appointment you
could possibly wunt to make motoring a vew and delightful experi-
ence. Yet Premier can be yours for hundreds of pounds less than
other hury cars. 1 you are u lover of fine cars, you should
drive & Premier. You'll be impressed with its smooth, spisited
perfunuance. With its superb comfort. Wit its wonderful silence.

Your liclden Dealer has a beautiful sew Premier ready and

wiating for vou to drive . . . now!

val2 ‘regd

pletely Y PP
Premier comes completely equipped with world-famous Hydra-
Mutic* automatic wansmission; individual front seats; top-grained
leather upholstery; heater-demister built into & front seat console;
deep-pile carpeting; door-pull amwests on all doors and a centre
anmnzest in the back: two-speed electric windshield wipers; “wind-

shield washers; dual homs: glovebox and luggage compartment

Lunps; parking brake waming lamp; back-up lamps; anti-glare rear

vision mirsor; chrome deor sculf plates; Magic-Mirror metallic
exterior Fnish; narrow band white wall tyres; chrome wheel trim
rings: hovd oraament; distinguishing badges; rear bumper over-riders

PRICE £1,195 rrLus wax

See your Holden Dedler . . . drive the new

HOLDEN PREMIER™

GENERAL MOTORS-HOLDEN'S PTY. LIMITED

-
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'Australia Day' at Shannons

SYDNEY - Jan 17, 2012: It will still be ‘Australia Day’ on February
20 at Shannons, with nine home-grown classics — including five of
‘Australia’s Own’ Holdens — assembled for the upcoming Sydney
Summer Auction.

Heading GM-H quintet is a stunning 1957 FE Special Sedan with a
beautifully-restored body finished in Shoreline Beige, a wonderfully-
original Moroccan Tan and Egret lvory two-tone interior and
featuring many rare period extras that is expected to sell in the
$18,000-$24,000 range.

Introduced in July 1956 and produced for just two years, the FE was
a radical departure from the rounded styling of its FX/FJ forerunners
featuring such modernities as a one-piece curved windscreen, 12-
volt electrics, a key-operated starter and pendant clutch and brake
pedals. Wow.

Equally desirable for classic Holden enthusiasts is the two-tone
Ivory over Saltbush Green 1964 EH Special Sedan presented in
very original, unrestored condition. Fitted with the 149-cid ‘red’
motor and three-speed manual transmission, the EH has a guiding
range of $20,000-$25,000.

Muscle car enthusiasts will be drawn to the ivory and black 1976 LX
Torana SL/R 5000 four door sedan that is being offered for sale with
no reserve.

Although the SL/R is not fitted with its original engine, it is expected
to sell in the $25,000-$30,000 price bracket.

Other interesting Holdens include a substantially customised
metallic green 1955 FJ Holden that features a fully-engineered VN
Commodore V6 engine and automatic transmission conversion
($14,000-$18,000) and a rare 1962 EK Special Station Wagon
offered with no reserve ($8,000-$12,000).

Reprinted from World Auto Forum
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HOLDEN ANNOUNCES WAGON TO JOIN CRUZE LINE-UP

A stunning new wagon will join Holden’s popular Cruze line-up within the next 12 months.

The imported model will be the third variant of Holden's favourite small car and promises to
combine the practicality of a wagon with the high-tech features and sporty style that has made
Cruze sedan and hatch so popular.

The Chevrolet version of the Cruze wagon will make its global premiere at the Geneva Motor Show
early next month.

The latest Cruze bodystyle complements sedan and hatch which have sold in excess of one million
vehicles globally since the carline was launched in 2008.

Holden Executive Director of Sales, Marketing and Aftersales, John Elsworth said he was looking
forward to welcoming the Cruze wagon to Australia.

"Cruze wagon ticks all the boxes, it offers distinctive design, dynamic driving, space and economy,”
said Mr Elsworth.

“Cruze has been a fantastic success story for Holden, it's been extremely well received by our
customers making it Australia’s fifth highest-selling car in 2011.

“We're confident Cruze wagon will take the nameplate from strength to strength and reach new
customers who are looking for more versatility.”

The new wagon will feature generous storage space and a high level of standard features and
safety that customers have come fo expect from a Cruze.

Cruze wagon, at 4,675mm, is slightly longer than the hatch (4,510mm) and sedan (4,597mm)
models. Load space ranges from 500 litres up to the window line in the rear to nearly 1,500 litres
up to the roof top with the rear seats folded down.

The exterior design features a tapering single arch roofline and comes with roof racks as standard,
providing convenience while maintaining a poised and sporty look.

More details will be released closer to the launch date.

For more information on Holden visit: www.media.holden.com.au or www.autonews.net.au

For media inquiries, contact:

Kate Lonsdale

Senior Manager — Product Communications
(03) 9647 2293 or 0409 628 608

13
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ALL-NEW BARINA SEDAN STRETCHES THE APPEAL
OF HOLDEN’S SMALL CAR STAR

» New generation Barina sedan joins the popular hatch

« Outstanding standard features list and five-star safety rating mirrors Barina
hatch

« 502 litres of boot space is among the best in the segment

Holden’s Barina has been boosted by the introduction of an all-new sedan variant to sit
alongside the existing hatch model, expanding the appeal of the popular small car.

The Barina sedan mirrors its hatch sibling in boasting strong, sporty Holden design
language, must-have technology and five-star safety, all wrapped in a city-friendly light car
package.

Both the Barina 4-door sedan and the 5-door hatch deliver excellent ride and handling
characteristics, sporty and sophisticated design, as well as roominess and an impressive list
of standard features.

Holden’s Executive Director for Sales, Marketing and Aftersales, John Elsworth, said the
Barina sedan will be an excellent addition to the range.

"The Barina hatch has been a great success for Holden since it launched in November last
year, recording very strong sales,” Mr Elsworth said.

“Now the addition of the sedan variant adds a new dimension of practicality and flexibility to
the Barina range. Offering 502 litres of boot space, while maintaining the excellent driving
characteristics, style and standard equipment of the hatch, I'm sure the sedan will continue
to build on the Barina's popularity.”

With sporty and contemporary styling, the Barina sedan is not merely a stretched version of
the hatch. The painstaking design process has delivered a number of characteristics that

contribute to a more upscale and sleek presence than many 4-door vehicles in this category.

Its short, compact deck lid is matched to the car's overall proportions, while the taillamps on
the Barina sedan carry a dual-element lens, with white and red highlights. The result is a
more upscale aesthetic expected of a sedan.

The extra practicality of the sedan is highlighted by the spacious boot, offering a storage
capacity of 502 litres which is among the best in the segment.

Like the hatch, Barina sedan features a level of standard equipment that is rare in the light
car segment, including Bluetooth phone and audio streaming, USB input and iPod
connectivity, steering wheel controls, cruise control and ‘follow me home’ headlights, as well
as clever interior storage options.

15
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Boasting the same lively 85 kW, 1.6-litre DOHC 16-valve 4-cylinder engine as the hatch, the
Barina sedan has one of the largest engines in the segment and blends spirited performance
with competitive fuel economy. Barina sedan is equipped with a standard 5-speed manual or
optional 6-speed automatic transmission with Active Select.

Barina sedan shares impressive safety credentials with its Barina hatch, Commodore and
Cruze siblings, receiving the maximum five-star safety rating from the Australasian New Car
Assessment Program (ANCAP).

Safety features on the all-new Barina sedan include driver, front passenger, front side and
curtain airbags, dual front seatbelt pretensioners, front seatbelt reminders, Electronic
Stability Control, a collapsible pedal release system and head restraints for all seats.
Holden Barina sedan is launching with an RRP of just $500 more than the equivalent hatch
and is on sale now.

Barina Hatch and Sedan Recommended Retail Pricing

Barina Hatch with 5-speed manual transmission $15,990
Barina Hatch with 6-speed automatic transmission $17,990
Barina Sedan with 5-speed manual transmission $16,490
Barina Sedan with 6-speed automatic transmission $18,490

Images available on www.media.holden.com.au
Connect with Holden

Twitter: @holdennews, #Holden, #Barina
Facebook: www.facebook.com/holdenaustralia,
www. facebook.com/holdensmallcarcollection
YouTube: www.youtube.com/holdenaustralia

For media inquiries contact:

Kate Lonsdale Sean Poppitt

Senior Manager — Product Communications Product Communications Manager
(03) 9647 2293 or 0409 629 608 (03) 9647 5482 or 0427 173 336
kate.lonsdale@gm.com sean.poppitt@am.com
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