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Hi all,

| am pleased to say we
have had a good response to
our Holden day 25"
Anniversary event in
Derbyshire at the
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
at Wirksworth. | look forward
to seeing you all there,
hopefully the weather will be
kind to us.

Talking of weather spring
finally seems to have arrived
so you should able to get
outside and do those
essential jobs on your cars.

If anyone fancies restoring
an HD there is one available
in Edinburgh, see page 3. |
remember  publishing a
picture of this in our
magazine a few years ago,
but it wasn't available at that
time.

| have also become aware
recently of a couple of 1972
Statesmans with Luton

registrations  which  were
licenced until 1985. They still
appear on the DVLA
database so it is likely that
they are still being SORNd
each year. If you have a look
at the Internet Movie Cars
Database you will see one of
them:
http://www.imcdb.org/vehicle
.php?id=591263

Regards

T,

Ken



Letters
Hi Ken,

| need to find a home for this HD before it rusts away completely! |
kind of ground to a halt with it and | don't have the time to have a
proper big go at it (busy with racing cars too, plus | have too much
stuffl). The car's in Edinburgh; it runs and drives, or did the last time |
tried it! | bought it, | think, just over 10 years ago; | had a Vauxhall
Victor to tow my race car with at the time and fancied something with
a bit more oomph. Then | was given a Citroen BX estate (brilliant
towcar) and the Holden took a back seat. | have been much busier
with music than cars and bikes since then, too. Anyway, it has to go
before it becomes a completely lost cause. Would suit someone who
likes doing bodywork! I'll see if | can persuade it to run; it comes with
new points, rotor arm, dizzy cap, an oil filter and a workshop manual
(courtesy of a friend in Australia). It's never been registered in this
country and the previous owner couldn't find the paperwork. | have the
owner's handbook, | think; certainly got the wee brown plastic folder
with the logo on the front. There's quite a lot of spare brightwork in the
boot, as well as a spare steering column and front/rear glass. | have
no idea as its value, really; late-model Crestas aren't that common
these days either, are they? They don't seem to go for much.

I might even throw in an 8-track!

Cheers,
Derek Coghill.
derekcoghill@yahoo.co.uk

| also had a contact from Oliver Casser
(casseroliver@gmail.com) about a Statesman which has
been in store for 35 years....... in Malta and according to the
lettering on the bootlid has a Diesel engine.

Editor
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Holdenis

Car-maker reveals heavy
draw on public purse to
keep manufacturing alive

By BARRY PARK
HOLDEN has opened its books to
show the amount of taxpayer dollars
pouring into its Australian car-making
program, arguing that without it we
would not have an industry.

The details, released yesterday in
response to a Freedom of Information
request filed with the federal government,
reveal the car-maker has received about
$2.1 billion in government assistance
since 2001 to help it compete against
imported vehicles.

A story published in the Australian
Financial Review yesterday estimated
that Holden had received about $2.2
billion in government handouts — twice
the amount of any previous estimates
of the level of taxpayer support the car-
maker had received.

Based on the number of cars built
over that time, Holden’s subsidy
equates to about $2200 for each locally
made vehicle rolling off the company’s
production line since 2001.

GM Holden director of govemment
relations Matt Hobbs told GoAuto
that disclosing the information would
help taxpayers and government talk
about the amount of financial help the
industry needed to “make a decision
about policy in a rational way”.

“We're having an ongoing debate

and we want people talking about
facts,” Mr Hobbs said.

“If people keep writing things that we
know to not be accurate, then it’s time
to release the figures and say, ‘Here’s
the figures, this is what they are, let’s
talk real numbers.””

Holden’s figures show the car-maker
has spent $21 billion on locally made
parts for its cars since 2001. It shows
labour costs have totalled $5.9 billion,
while engineering and design costs
have totalled $3.1 billion.

Capital investment has totalled $2.7
billion, the car-maker says. Over the
same time, Holden claims it has paid
$1.4 billion in income taxes.

Holden’s biggest draw on the
public purse has been the Automotive
Competitiveness and  Investment
Scheme (ACIS), which has paid out
more than $1.5 billion to the car-maker.

It still has $215 million in outstanding
funding due next year for what it calls
a  “new-generation  co-investment
scheme”, and has received more than
$188 million from the now-defunct
Green Car Innovation Fund (GCIF).

VF Calais V

SA CRUSHING EXPORTS
HOLDEN could potentially- double
the number of vehicles it makes in
Australia — if only the dollar lost 20
per cent of its value, the car-maker
says.

GM Holden director of government
relations Matt Hobbs told GoAuto that
the company was still struggling with
an Australian dollar that was beyond
parity with the US dollar, as well as
fighting a falling Japanese yen.

The weakening US dollar makes
it harder for Holden to sell cars into
the US, the Middle East and South
Africa, while the devalued yen makes
it much easier for Japanese imports to
slide in under the price of locally made
vehicles.

However, Mr Hobbs said a falling
Australian dollar could help Holden
by potentially doubling sales via its
export program to countries including
the US, where the new VF Commodore
SS will soon go on sale as a premium
rear-wheel-drive sedan.

ll FULL STORY: CLICK HERE

ﬂ FULL STORY: CLICK HERE

about the car industry in this country,




Media Release

19 April 2013

Holden VE Commodore Named Best
Australian Car Ever

e |conic car magazine Wheels names VE Commodore the best ever Aussie car
¢ Australia “making the best cars it has ever made”
* Wheels looks forward to new VF

Australia’s longest established motoring magazine, Wheels, has celebrated its 60th anniversary by naming the
best Australian cars of all time — and Holden’s VE Commodore tops the charts.

Cited by Wheels editor Stephen Corby as “a step ahead, in terms of quality and design”, the VE Commodore
was the only car in the final shortlist to get unanimous approval from the Wheels judging panel.

‘It was always going to be a strong contender,” said Corby, “but in the end it was the only car that every judge
voted for.

“It proves that Australia is making the best cars it has ever made, right now. And it's exciting to think that an
even better Commodore [the forthcoming VF] is just around the comer.”

A total of four Holdens made the magazine’s Top 10; the others being the VY Monaro, the HQ and Australia’s
first homegrown car, the 48/215, launched in 1948.

) ot

“This is a great accolade for Holden's design, engineering and manufacturing skills,” said Holden Chairman and
Managing Director, Mike Devereux.

“If the VE is regarded as the best Australian car ever, then | can't wait to see what the Wheels team make of the
new VF Commodore in just a few weeks' time. It's a shining example of what our team here in Australia is
capable of, and a car that we believe is truly world class.”

For more information on Holden visit: www.media.holden.com.au or www.autonews.net.au

With their long, low lines and dashing
colors, the new Holdens strike a new note
in family car styling. Inside, as well as
outside, there’s new beauty to thrill the
eye and protect your investment with a
promise of high resale value in years to

come.
And when you add to glamorous good
looks these other Holden advantages:

superlative new road handling; new wider
seating for six people; roomier luggage
space and outstanding overall economy —
you have some of the reasons why your
family will enjoy happier, more comfort-
able motoring in a Holden. Prices are from
£910 plus tax and convenient GMAC
Hire Purchase can be arranged by your
Holden Dealer should you want it.

Australias Own Car

GENERAL MOTORS-HOLDEN’S LTD. e Sold and serviced by Holden Dealers throughout Australia

*REGD. TRADE MARK
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Rear-drive Chevy Code
130R coupe remains a
prospect for production

By HAITHAM RAZAGUI
GENERAL Motors has reignited
hope that it could eventually produce a
compact rear-drive coupe based on the
Chevrolet Code 130R concept unveiled
at the 2012 Detroit motor show.

Speaking exclusively with GoAuto
at the recent New York motor show,
GM executive chief engineer for luxury
and rear-wheel-drive cars David Leone
revealed “there is hope” a car based on
the 130R could reach production.

“I think there’s opportunity there ...
it’s just not ready for prime-time yet,”
he said, adding that GM continues to
study the possibility of a production
Code 130R.

The concept’s reappearance at the
Bangkok motor show late last month —
still wearing what looks like Holden’s
Perfect Blue paintwork as it did at
the 2012 Paris show — demonstrates
GM’s continued assessment of public
reaction.

) SUBSCRIBE FREE: toMedia.com |
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“It really appealed to the younger
folks,” said Mr Leone. “That wasn’t lost
on us and we see that opportunity in a
place where we could expand the brand.”

At the time of its unveiling in January
last year, speculation was rife that the
Code 130R — based on GM’s global
Alpha rear-drive platform shared with
the Cadillac ATS — could form the basis
of a reborn Holden Torana.

In an interview with Wheels magazine
last year, Holden-based executive
director of design at GM International
Operations Mike Simcoe expressed
enthusiasm for the Code 130R and
was amenable to it reviving the Torana
nameplate.

“Would I like to have a compact rear-
wheel-drive performance coupe like

By HAITHAM RAZAGUI

HOLDEN  Special Vehicles has
announced its VF Commodore-based
range of muscle-cars will be called
Gen-F and hinted that speculation over
the use of supercharged engines could
be accurate.

Rival Ford is the reason for the
nomenclature change to Gen-F, as to
continue with recent convention of
naming vehicles in line with Holden’s
Commodore model designation (such
as VE = E Series) would clash with the
Blue Oval’s top-selling F-Series truck.

HSV sales and marketing director
Tim Jackson said the Gen-F name
“almost picked itself” because the
company wanted to retain an obvious
relationship with Holden’s VF, use

relatable and keep it simple.
The Holden hot-shop released a

language people would find easily

teaser image last week of the Gen-F,
showing a silver trim piece running
below the headlights and around what
appears to be an even larger version of
the current trapezoidal grille design.

Full details will be announced on
May 15, about a month before the
Gen-F range hits showrooms.

Until then, Mr Jackson only
suggested that some of the rumours
and speculation surrounding Gen-F are
on the mark.

“There has been plenty of speculation

ill a_live

that in any portfolio? Yes ... in essence
it’s doing the same thing Torana did all
those years ago.”

The boxy Code 130R is one half of a
Chevrolet coupe concept offensive, the
other being the sleeker, front-drive Tru
1408 shown alongside at both Detroit
and Bangkok.

{' FULL STORY: CLICK HERE

Commodore outside top 10 — page 21

At the time, we reported a na
fit would be the force-fed 62 ‘LSA®
V8 used in the Chevrolet Camaro
ZL1 and Cadillac CTS-V, where it
respectively produces 432kW/754Nm
or 415kW/747TNm.

HSV is expected to opt for the
higher end of the LSA’s output.

so you can expect that some of it is
accurate. | am just not going to reveal
what’s accurate today,” he said

As GoAuto reported in October last
year, an HSV engineering mule was

spotted in Victoria emitting the telltale

whine of a supercharger.

[§  ruLL sTory: cuick Here

[l FULL STORY: CLICK HERE
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A USEFUL MUFFLER TRICK
If you cannot loosen a bolt holding a muffler and there is
no space to hacksaw through it, try drilling a small hole

in the side of the bolt, then followin it wi i
Then twist tha halt ~ff §ENIa blgger i

Restored Cars #216, Jan-Feb 2013
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WHAT®S
ON

BOLNHURST VINTAGE & COUNTRY FAYRE

 UPPER SHOREHAM ROAD,

: Entrnes, Autogumble / Trade Stands invited
Tel: 01234 824928 EMAIL: enquiries@bolnhurstrally.co.uk

(264 MID-SHROPSHIRE 3

VINTAGE VEHICLE SHOW
| | SAT/SUN 1 & 2 JUNE

UCKINGHAM PARK.

FULL VINTAGE RALLY

at the Agricultural Showground, Berwick Road, Shrewsbury SY1 2PF

VINTAGE AUCTION ON SAT.
For trade/autojumble call: 01630 685321 or download entry forms:

(WWW.MIDSHROPSHIREVINTAGECLUB.COM y

24th CLASSIC CAR & |-
'TRANSPORT SHOW

WESTON URDER LIZARD - SHIFWAL - TR BLE
- 50kt e, s L0 e B 64

=-.ll.lIIE 23"
10:30am

A CREATYALLE DAY O FOR AL THE LY P

ROW IN 75 26 YEAR!

“PISTON RINGS MOTORCYCLE DISPLAY TEAM' Hundreds of Vintage and Classic Cars, ™ FULL Arena Programme o1
= include: (subject to change) I

Plus all the superb attractions inicluding l&otomycles American Cars, Custom &
Ihlian Gardens and Lakeside Walks, Maze, Kit Cars, , PISTON RINGS
| YOUTH MOTORCYCLE |

- Children’s Play Area
B Admlss:on' ADULTS £12.00 OAPs £11.00 DISPLAY TEAM ks

CHILDREN £7 50 Save Money!l -
FREE CAR PARKING

: Tradestands, 50 Car Clubs
MAIN ARENA FEATURING

¥ Period Caravans
and Club Stands etc.
nmmammmmmwmmm

For entry forms, autojumble/trade and further details contact:

@ Transtar Promotions 01922 643385

Roap, PArRk Havr, WavLsaLL, WesT Minranps, WS5 3EL
ANSTARPROMOTIONS.COM transtar@talk2l.com

lolden owners

Letters are coming in from Holden owners from every part of Australia.

tell their story

Extracts from a few

of these letters are reprinted here, and they give convincing proof that Holden stands up to all

the claims made for it.

“Corduroy no nightmare . . .

potholes merely a nuisance.”
e A few trips in particular are worth mentioning—
Brisbane to Coolangatta, 43 m.p.g.—Brisbane to Esk with
six passengers, 31 m.p.g.—and Brisbane to Gympie, 40
m.p.g. This latter trip includes 37 miles of very poor
surface. The car at the present time 1s averaging for all
types of driving 33-35 m.p.g. . . . This car’s ability to dampen
out the worst of roads is well \\'orthy of mention.  Corduroy
is no longer a nightmare and pot-holes merely a nuisance.
The scats could not be more comfortable . . . in 30 years’
wotoring I consider the IIoldcn my best ‘buy’ and the
best value oﬂ'crmg today.”

(sgd) T. V. W., Albion, Q.

* * *

“The car will cruise all day at . .
65-70 m.p. h o

- 1 have kept accurate records of running expenses
ind can only describe the economy of the car as phenomenal;
petrol consumption for 6,000 miles has been 204 gallons
—an average of 29.41 miles per gallon . . . More than 3,000
miles have been driven at high speed on interstate journeys
and I find that the car will cruise all day at a perfectly com-
fortable 65 to 70 m.p.h. if required
- I recently covered approximately
]000 miles of severely pot-holed
and corrugated road in Western
N.S.W. at a steady 60/65 m.p.h.
and found the comfyor( dust-proof-
ness and general road-worthiness of
the car to be astounding . . .”
(sgd.) K. L., Pt. Melb. Vie.

*

Australia’s Own Car . .

““Air Chief* Radios are specially designed for Holden. Air Chief 5-valve
with a 6-inch speaker, or Air Chief 6-valve with an 8-inch speaker.

GENERAL

Brisbane . Sydney .
GENERAL MOTORS - HOLDEN’S LIMITED

MOTORS-

Melbourne .

“Combines all the features 1 require”

. I have owned many fine cars but have yet to own one
that ‘combines all the features I require. The Holden does
this . . . its most outstanding feature is its outstanding
economy which has worked out at 31 m.p.g. for all running.”

(sgd.) P. B. M. W., Boyup Brook, W..4

* * *

“Holden was the only vehicle . . .

to get through”

. an average of 30 m.p.g. over bad roads, hilly in places,
I am more than satisfied with the Holden as an all weather
car. During July’s heavy fall of snow the Holden was the
only vehicle, including trucks, to get through  from
Adaminaby to Cooma when the snow was at its hcaviest—-
approximately 8 inches in depth .

(sgd) P. J. S, Adammabj, NS,

* * *

“Used for Droving Sheep”

“ .. I am full of praise for the outstanding performance
of my Holden. The petrol consumption is remarkable as,
over the whole period, I have averaged 33 miles per gallon,
which on . . . occasions the car has been used for drmlm,
sheep, and general paddock work..
(sgd.) R. H. F., Kadina, $.A.

*
FREE BOOKLET

Rezd 1k letters  Holden

owners bave written themselves. Call or
write fo your nearest Gemeral Motors
Distributor er Dealer for 1ie
FREE booklet— Holden ~ Omer
Tell Tieir

3720

e

- HOLDEN—the car that’s worth waiting for!

* Convenient hire purchase terms are available through G.M.A.C.—
General Motors’ own finance company.

HOLDEN’S: LIMITED
Adelaide . Perth

Sold and serviced by Holden Dealers thronghout Australia

618 AUSTRALIAN MONTHLY MOTOR MANUAL~—December, 1949,
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\\ YOUR
Y HOLDEN
z_ NEEDS
HOULDERN b 0. Box 10 Just in case you thought the traffic was bad this morning...
PARTS AND SERVICES Mail %e;:\zrxoﬁentre om— : : ‘ ?
Victoria 3052
Australia

HELPING YOU KNOW MCRE ABCUT YOUR HOLDEN | Phone From UK: 00 613 9305 4000

Fax From UK :00 613 9305 3520

STAN BENNETT E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au
48 & FJ Holden Research Shop On Line At
(02) 9627 1304 www.rarespares.net.au

Visa accepted

Lot 54 Wellington St. Vineyard (Sydney)

P.O. Box 200, Riverstone NSW Australia 2765 ) -
HEN 7

GM Holden Ltd
191 Salmon Street

www.hsv.com.au

Port Melbourne Victoria 3207 Holden Special Vehicles
Telephone: 03 9647 1111 125 Rayhur Street

Facsimile: 03 9647 2550 Clayton South, Victoria,
www.holden.com.au Ausiralia, 5168

GPO Box 1714 Phone: (03) 9265 9500
Melbourne Vic 3001 Email: customer.care@hsv.com.au

RESTORED CARS

Magazine Australia SUBSCRIPTIONS
Was first published in 1973.

All back issues are
available.

EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS PTY LTD 29 LYONS ST

Al vehicsfetured are NEWSTEAD 3462 VICTORIA AUSTRALIA.

res:grnf;;'ltg,mgvg,,;:l,{ow Yep' | know that fee’lng.

Tors and Ausalon Mokrig ONE YEAR (sissues) $50,00 () TETW Bast**ds think they can just

History are a speciality. TWO YEARS (121ssues) $97.00 03w drive up from somewhere else

‘ and cut you off on the wrong

NZ & PNG SUBSCRIBERS OTHER OVERSEAS SUBSCRIBERS ide of the road! I’m with the
ONEYEAR  A$80.000 ONEYEAR  A$925000 side A
TWOYEARS A$157.0000 TWOYEARS  A$ 182000 elephant!

ALL OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS SENT BY AIR MAIL
{Australia Post has removed the Sea Mail service,)  Prices in Australian currency.
Please send Overseas Bank Cheque or complete Credit Card details.
Ph 03 5476 2212, Fax 03 5476 2592, write, photocopy or
14 emaii restoredcars@ijinet.net.au your order to us.

Many thanks to Craig Johnson for this
contribution.




