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FRONT COVER - A working VG ute in Suffolk

COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN / EDITOR. Ken Garner, 39 Roebuck Rd, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1JY. Phone. 020 8287 4932  holden@holdenuk.co.uk
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5A Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, DE4 4AD.
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Club Website: http://www.holdenuk.co.uk

Club items for sale:

HOLDEN BUSINESS, Back Issues. No. 1-3 50p the Three
No. 4 - date. 50p Each.

Holden 1948-1962 Book £8

Stickers (With Club Logo) 50p

Key Faob i 50p

Cloth Badge 2 £T

Tie (Blue) N £8 "

T Shirts (M/L) =, £6.50 ..

Metal Car Badge % £10

Binders for Club Magazine (holds 12) £6

All cheques payable to Holden UK Register. (In Sterling)

NOTE: Cash in Aus$ can be accepted. Also payment by PayPal -
Use this account : dkg@ndirect.co.uk

Small items will be sent post free with next copy of the magazine, otherwise please
add postage.
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Hi all,

As | write this the
weather has started to look a
bit more like Spring, so the
attraction of visiting some
shows in the coming weeks
becomes much more
appealing.
| have had some contact
recently with another UK
Holden enthusiast who has
just purchased a 2008
Commodore Sportwagon
from Brisbane which should
be in the UK at the end of
June. Hopefully | will be able
to put a few pictures in the
next edition of our magazine.

All Club memberships are
now due for renewal, so
please fill out the enclosed
form and send it together
with your payment to our
Membership Secretary as
soon as possible. If you
prefer to pay by PayPal let
me know and | will send you
an invoice.

You may be aware of new
data protection rules which
now requires us to ask your
approval to include your
contact details on file. We
have included this on the
renewal form for you to sign.

You can of course refuse to
allow us to retain your
details. However, the
downside of this is that we
will be unable to send you
any magazines!

Regards
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A service to your members
Bob Dignum <mike@efficientfreight.co.uk> 4

<holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk>
<hob@efficientfreight.co.uk> ~ 4

27/03/2018 16:18

View online version

For the attention of Ken Garner

Dear Ken,

A service to your members

We are an independent company and for over forty years we have
been shipping many types of vehicle and their parts. Typically race,
production and cherished cars and bikes (see newsletter at bottom
of this email). We would like to offer our personalised services to
your members.

When any member has a vehicle or spare parts to export, import or
ship between countries we'd be delighted to discuss their
requirements and provide them with a prompt and detailed quotation.

If needed we can take care of everything on their behalf - arranging
transport, carrying out the crating and packaging and sorting out all
the paperwork.

Please pass our details on to your members and ask them to contact
us when they need our services. Thank you. (This is the only email
we will be sending you).

Kind regards.
Bob
Bob Dignum
Operations Manager
The Efficient Freight Company Ltd
Telephone: 01424 732203
Email: bob@efficientfreight.co.uk
www.efficientfreight.com

; The
(J Efficient Freight

wy Company 01424 732 203




A VG ute in regular use by a garage in Glemsford, Suffolk. It now has
a Granada V6 engine, replacing the original engine which failed
(Photos, including front cover: Patrick Hemphill). 5
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Fifty years ago this
July, Holden unveiled
its first locally
designed car, the
FE. Graham Smith
traces the story of
this breakthrough
Holden ...

Holden LION - 11

HILE the arrival of the original
Helden in 1948 was a pivotal
event for GM-Holden in

particular and the country in general,
the release of the FE in 1956 was just as
important, but for different reasons.

Even though the original Holden, the
48-215,was a runaway success and swept
Holden to the top of the sales charts, it
was a car essentially designed in America
by Americans assisted by Australians.

The FE was the chance
to break free of those
perceptions and show that
the Australians foo were
competent car designers. The
FE was designed at Holden's
Fishermans Bend HQ, and for
all intents and purposes was
the first Australian-designed
model.

The arrival of the FE was
also an important milestone
for the country, for it showed
that the original Holden
wasn't a flash in the pan, and

“'hero

While the 48-215 and the FJ had both
been successful far Holden, their pre-
WW2 roots were beginning to show,
particularly when rival carmakers were
beginning to import or assemble models
designed after the war. It was time fora
more contemperary model, and the FE
was right up with the times.

Undemeath', it was much the same
as the models it followed. It had smaller
wheels and the steering was changed,

that the company was capable The FE Holden intraduced Holden's first wagon.

of thriving well into the future.
It was confirmation that Australians could
indeed compete on a world level.

At that time Holden, along with BHP,
was a cornerstone of the Australian
manufacturing industry, and its success
was crucial to the development of the
national economy.

By 1956, Australia was throwing off
the privations of World War 2, soldiers
were home and back at work and the
econamy was on the move,

With money In hand, Australians were
spending = on their families, homes and,
increasingly, on cars.

but the engine was the same great old
“grey” overhead-valve six, the gearbox
was the same three-speed manual with
the column shift, and the suspension was
essentially the same. But from there the
similarity faded fast.

The thousands who flocked to Holden
showrooms all over the country found
an all-new sedan with beautifully clean
lines and elegant proportions. There were
few more stylish cars than the FE. It was
lenger than its predecessors, and rolled on
alonger wheelbase that translated into a
roomier interior and a larger boot.

The FE Holden as it
appeared in 1950s
advertising.

The mudguards were neatly blended
inta the overall shape instead of
appearing as add-on panels as they did
with the old models.

The headlights were peaked with
chrome surrounds, the grille was bold and
broad, and there was a hint of the fins
that were fashionable in the '50s.

Holden styling in the 1950s was still
being directed by Detroit and there is
no escaping the influence of the 1955
Cheyrolet, regardad by many as
one of the most attractive cars of
the decade.

The FE also brought an
expansion of the range with the
arrival of a station wagon. Holden
had toyed with the idea of
building a station wagon and had
even built some prototypes based
on the FJ, but opted to delay the
intreduction until the FE.

Australians were on the mave
by the time the FE was released.
They had the money to spend on
family holidays and needed a car

to transport the family along with
the paraphernalia families took
with them.

The FE wagon was the perfect getaway
wvehicle. It was also embraced by people in
small businesses who could use it to carry
goeds, and by tradesmen who found it
useful to carry their tools and equipment
to their work site and still have the
capacity to carrythe kids on weekend
outings

There's no doubt the FE was the model
that underscored Holden's ability to
compete with overseas car makers, and
‘was an important step for Holden's future
success.



Biggest drop for Holden
but Mitsubishi, Honda and
Nissan flourish in March

By TIM NICHOLSON
GM HOLDEN came close to slipping
out of the Australian top 10 best-selling
autemotive brands for the first time inits
history last month when it was cutpaced
by Honda, Subaru and Volkswagen.

Official VFACTS figures released
last week show that Holden recorded
5116 sales last month, 2 29,1 per cent
drop on March 2017, with all but two
of its models — the Astra and Spark —in
negative tlerritory.

While the Commodore found 990
homes, the all-new German-built
version made up just 516 units, with
remaining stock of the Anustralian-
made VF II Commodore that ended
production in October accounting for
the remaining 474,

In the first full month of sales for the
new model, the overall Commodore result

Top 10 Brands in Mar

Pos | Brand Sales | % Share
1 Toyota 18,878 176
2 Mazda gvas a4
3 i i 8210 82
4 Hyundai B443 0
it Ford BE8T 83
6 | Missan B191 5.8
T Honda 5EHE 52
8 | Subaru 5185 4.5
9 | vw 5137 4.8
10 | Holden 5118 4.8

Source: VFACTS

GoAutoNews

Holden has previously said that it
was not expecting the new imported
Commodore to equal the sales of the
Tocally built version, which
averaged about [500-2500 sales 8
a month in the last vears of the
VF.

Hewever, the company has launched
the new Commeodore with an aggressive
marketing campaign, promoting the
new range with a sgven-year warranty
and seven years of roadside assist fora
limited time.

The Equinox is also being offered
with the seven-year deal, but the Holden
recorded just 327 sales last month in the
second-largest segment in Australia’s
new-vehicle market.

It was outpaced by Ford's slow-
selling Escape (398 sales) and Renault’s
Koleos (332), and easily beaten by the
big hitters including the Nissan X-Trail
(2504), Toyota RAV4 (1952) and
Honda’s resurgent CR-V (1683).

While Holden was ranked 10th in
March, its first quarter sales of 15,524
vehicles has it in seventh place year 1o
date, with Honda snapping at its heels
with 15,129 sales.

Overall the market was up 1.5 per
cent in March, to 106,988, while year-
to-date sales are at 291,538 — 4.4 per
cent up on quarter one 2017,

SUV  sales continued to

SWIGHER surce, up 9.7 per cent for the
WRAP month, outpacing  passenger-

car sales (-7.3%), while light-
commercial vehicles experienced a rare
downturn of 0.4 per cent.

Year to date, SUVs have outsold
passenger cars by more than 20,000 units.

Market leader Toyota’s sales dropped
by 3.9 per cent, as two of its biggest
sellers, the Corolla {-10%), and Camry
(-39.4%) took a hit last month. The
demise of the locally made Aurion did
not help, either.

The Camry’s dip comes as Toyota
switches to Japanese sourcing after
closing its Australian plant, but the
impact does not appear to be as dramatic
as the effect on Holden as it makes a
similar switch with Commodore.

Of the 1416 Camrys sold last
month, just 218 were leftover
Australian-built cars.

[I FULL STORY: CLICK HERE

Commaodore fires in NZ - next page

SUBSCRIBE FREE: www. GoAutoMedia.net
Apri1,2018



Aussie engineering work
on GMC pick-up suggests
powertrain tweak ahead

By RON HAMMERTON
THE presence of a left-hand-drive
GMC Canyon pick-up on public roads
in Auvstralis suggests & rumoured
forthcoming 2019 update is more than
the cosmetic makeover that reports in
the United States suggest.

American motoring  publications
are reporting that the Canyon — a
close relative of the Chevrolet/Holden
Colorado — is in for a spruce-up o
counter the armival in the United States
of the Auvstralian-developed Ford
Ranger in early 2019,

However, the presence of this
current-model left-hand-drive Canyon
engneering  mule  spotted  outside
Helden's Lang Lang proving ground in
Victoria could indicate that the tweak
will be more than skin deep.

The Holden engineers specialise
in powertrain calibration for General
Motors  affiliates, suggesting that
something is afoot with Canyon
driveline development.

The undisguised all-wheel-drive
crew-cab Canyon has been seen out and
about through south-eastern Australia
in recent months, along with other GM
vehicles such as the Cadillac CTS limo.

Their presence in Australia does not
indicate they are set to join the Holden
line-up, as the engineering unit operates
as a global resource.

However, Holden 15 in line to take
the new GMC Acadia large SUV to be
sold in Australia under Holden badges
as a rival for the Toyota Kluger,

Mazda CX-9 and Nissan Pathfinder
later this year.

Launched m 2014 just after the
Chevrolet Colorado on which it is
based, the US-built Canyon is currently
offered with three powertraing — a
3.6-litre petrol V6, 2.8-litre diesel and
2.5-litre petrol four-cylinder,

The diesel is the same Thai-made VM
Motori unit as the sole engine offered
in the Holden Colorade. The Canyon
version generates less power — 138kW
compared with 147kW in the Holden —
but the same torque (S00Nm),

Tt is conceivable that GMC might
have opted to ramp up the Canyon's
diesel power to the Holden levels,
perhaps to counter the Ford Ranger
should the Blus Oval company be
templed to slot its premium 157kW
2.0-litre four-cylinder diesel engine into
the American vehicle.

So far, Ford North America has enly
annowunced a 23-litre  four-cylinder
EcoBoost petrol engine with 10-speed
automatic transmission for the Ranger
that is slated for sale in early 2019,

GoAutoNews

e ey
HOLDEN DR SPAR
HOLDEN has dropped the Spark city
car from its line-up after two years
on sale, with low volumes and the
relatively small step up in price to the
Barina light hatch and Astra small car
contributing to its demise.

Pricing for the Spark kicked off at
$13,990 plus cn-road costs for the
manual LS and topped out at $18,990
for the automatic LT, whereas the
ong-size-larger Barina starts from
514,990 for the base manual LS and
hits $20.390 for the auto LT,

Holden's consumer website
currently has retail offers of $19,990
drivesway for  the base 2017
demonstrator Astra sedan and hatch,
while the 2018-plated Barina LS is
priced at $15,990 driveaway,

I Fustomv:cuckmere

SUBSCRIBE FREE: www.GoAutoMedia.net
Apr 25, 2018
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o REPRIEVE FOR

V8 RACING

HOLDEN yesterday scrapped
aplan to race V6-powered
Supercars from 2019.

In a decision that will keep
the Supercars series V8s only
for at least another year,
Holden announced its V6
turbo engine program had
been “put on hold” with the
ZB Commodore to continue
with a V8 next season.

Holden marketing-
director Mark Harland said

LOCATING NOISY TAPPETS & ; §
These can be found by placing small pieces of cloth Hnld‘en s early domination of
between the rocker arms and the valve stems. By the Supercars season had
removing the pieces one at a time you will be able to prompled a stay of execution
know which are the noisy ones needing adjustment. for the V8s.

SAMES PHELPS

10

FIXING A BAD SEAL

ON INFLATING

TYRES

An old handkerchief
may be the answeron - S —
a badly fitting inflation Restored Cars #248, May-June 2018
tool. The air will pass
through cloth  and
keep the fitting on the
valve stem.
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Classic car frim specialist
offerering refrimming
service encompassing

all aspects of classic and
modern re-upholstery.

« Complete retrims
* Hood repairs
' Headlinings
. Seat repairs
© Carpets etc. |
Al work is currle'd .ouf'to'

~ the highest quality and

at very competitive rates
PLEASE CALL:
0207 622 4734 0r
0207 720!:;____8600




[OETEGEN |
| & VINTAGE RALLY §

f RAINSCOMBE PAR
OARENR. |
i  MARLBOROUGH,
L WILTSHIRE « SN8 4HZ

19/10 JUNE 2018 |

E ADMISSION ADULTS §

i@ £10.CONCS£SR

L U16 FREE.
“OPENS 10AM - 5PM_
TEL 01672 563525

_mﬂmu ve]m"lau on shnw

K [ehitternnilisrally

Weedun Park : Weedon Hill » near Aylesbury HP22 4NN
Hetween Aylesbury and Whitchurch on the A413 Buckingham Road,
next to Tne Bucimr_ Cow&i{ows‘lte

Vehicle Entries &
Club Stands: 07988 072414
_ PUBLIC ENB?EW-W;' Trade Stand & Autojumble
LA T e Bookings: 07966 072414
www.echilternbillsrallyorgaile  Advertising & Gen, Eng: 07961 121347
Email: chilternhillsrally@btinternet.com

Ozganmsd by The Game Club :oxmso
mongy for good local causes.

THE LITTLE VINTAGE SHOW
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12 & 13 MAY 2018
Cambridge, Glos. GL2 7AB - 3 miles South of M5 J13

- AROUND 1000 COLLECTORS VEHICLES. SOMETHING FOR EVERY! ONE
_ ARENAEVENTS ANDENTERTAINMENT
FUN FOR ALL THEFAMILY - COME AND SEEFOR YOURSE[FI’ ﬂz’"‘ g

Huge
Classic

.OVEFI 2 000 VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAFIS Coumencm:.
VEHIC__LES, MortorcycLes & Steam ENGINES
6300+ AutosumsLE / ViNTAGE CLOTHING / ANTIQUE &
CoLLECTIBLES STALLS ®20+ CLassic Car CLuss
®AReNa Parapes ®0Lp Tyme FaIRGROUND
EDVVT Whitewebbs Museum » Whitewebbs Road
Enfield » Middlesex « EN2 9HW

Telephone: 020 8367 1898 |
Email: whitewebbsmuseum @aol.com
www. wkztewebbsmuseum.co uk 13




HOLDEN

LET’S GO THERE

Holden Ltd:
PO Box 1714,
Melbourne, Victoria, 3001

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday 8am - 7pm (AEDT)
Saturday 9am - 1pm (AEDT)

Contact Details:
Phone (from UK): 00 61 3 1800 033 349
Email: holdencustomercare@gm.com

NEED HELP REGISTERING YOUR VEHICLE

Peter Anderson

YOUR
HOLDEN
NEEDS

R ARE FOR ALL
 SPARES |

P.O.Box 10
Mail Delivery Centre
Somerton
Victoria 3062
Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK :00 613 9305 3520
E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

Shop On Line At

www.rarespares.net.au
Visa accepted

¢ PHONE: 020 8591 5489
@ MOBILE: 07860 874984
BJEMAIL: andersontrading@aol.com

Eddie L Ford
Editor & Publisher

RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE
29 Lyons Street Newstead Victoia 3462
Ph: (03) 5476 2212 Fax: (03) 5476 2592
Email: restoredcars@iinet.net.au

14

__www.hsv.com.au

Holden Special Vehicles
125 Rayhur Street
Clayton South, Victoria,
Australia, 3168

FPhone: (03) 9265 9500
Email: customer.care@hsv.com.au
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Range anxiety.............with a little help from Photoshop!
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