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Hi All

Following up on my notes in
the last edition regarding the
Commodore  Sportswagon,
which at the time was
languishing in Singapore, the
picture you can see on the
front cover shows it has
safely landed in
Southampton. Since then it
has been driven successfully
to it's new home in
Linconshire.

You may have noticed from
the picture that the previous
owner modified the
appearance with Chevrolet
badges. You will be pleased
to know that it has now been
returned to it's original
Holden appearance!

“GSTRALINS DWH CAR |

| recently updated the 'For
Sale and Wanted' page of our
website to include a few more
items, This is an ongoing
project so new items will
appear from time to time as
and when | come across
them. Contact me if you
would like any more details or
additional pictures.

Just to remind those of you
who have not renewed your
membership, this will be your
final copy of Holden
Business.

Enjoy what remains of the
warmer weather. There are
still a few more opportunities
to show your cars off.

Regards

Ken



Former Toyota boss kicks
off new era at Holden and
prioritises dealer network

By TIM NICHOLSCN
NEW GM Holden chairman and
managing director Dave Buttner has
laid out his initial impressions and early
aspirations for the struggling car-maker
after officially taking over the top job
from Mark Bernhard last week.

Mr  Buftner caused shockwaves
through the industry in mid-July when
he was announced as the new head of
Holden, following his retirement at
the end of last year as Toyota Australia
president after a 30-year stint with the
Japanese brand.

He takes the reins at Holden during
a period of upheaval following the
closure of its Australian manufacturing
operations last year, while its sales and
market share have slid to their lowest
point in the company’s long history.

Speaking  with  journalisis  at
Melbourne City Holden, Mr Buttner said
his initial priorities in the role would be
to connect with the dealer network and
Holden employees to better understand
their needs and concerns.

“The first priority is, over the next
60 days. 1 am meeting with the dealer
council executive committee today — |
actually met with them two weeks ago,”
he said. “I will meet with the Victorian
metropolitan dealers today and then
starting next Tuesday, I will start
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moving around Australia io meet, in the
first instance. all of the dealer council
members at their dealership.

“And [ will be having discussions
with employees within the company. |
want to get the antenna in the air. So ]
want to understand first hand the issues
on people’s mind in relation to the
brand and the franchise.

“And then in  having that
understanding, that puts me in better
stead to go forward with the management
team and all of the people inside Holden
to make the appropriate decisions to
ensure we drive the brand forward.”

Mr Buttner said it was unrealistic
to think that Holden could return to
the top of the overall sales charts in
Australia — a place now occupied by his
former employer, Toyota — and instead
highlighted more pressing priorities.

“Number one is always an
interesting position. You have to ask
yourself, do you want to be number
one ... and to have that aspiration at

this juncture 1 think would be naive
for me to be quite truthful.

“We have to get on the consideration
set, increase awareness and work with
our dealers to ensure that the brand can
get back to a level where it is profitable
for both the dealers and profitable for
ourselves as well.”

While he declined to say where he
thought Holden's natural place in the
top-10 selling brands 15, Mr Buttmer
said the goal was to grow market share.

“I think time will tell that story. But
our aspirations are to grow volume and
share over time. I cannot at this juncture
be specific or preseriptive in terms of
what that timeframe may be.”

Holden’s sales and market share have
gone from 123,437 units and a 17.1 per
cent share back in 1997, to 146,680 and
14 per cent in 2007, dropping to 90,306
and 7.6 per cent in 2017.

|I FULL STORY: CLICK HERE

SUBSCRIBE FREE: www.GoAutoMedia.net
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4 - portable approved and recommended by General Motors

39 GUINEAS

buys the Air Chief Portabla

" Car Radio complete with

battery: Part- No. 7426415 ‘E)' Holden.
Part No. 7440314 ' Universal 12" volt:

Talk about the new Air Chief Portable Car Radio and you'll ¢réate many profif-making sales

" The Air Chief does both jobs and does them better!

“to car battery when placed in Panel Housing. Lockup

- Housing, but with drip channel antenna, radio operates
- from its awn dry-cell battery. :

. Push-pull amplification gives exceptional_volume and
+ dust and moisture proof, :

- Rutomatic volume. cohtml caters - for varying. reception ¥
- .conditions. Large all-State dial easy to read. Eight

It's new , . . it's a popular idea . . . it's a real sales
winnerl. The “AIR CHIEF Portable Car Radio— the only

Engineers. Not'just 2 car radio , . . not just.a portable;

These are the features that put AIR-CHIEF first . , .
AS A CAR RADIO

Uses separate 5 x 7" oval spesker and normal car
antenna to give superb reception. Automatically connects .

Panel Housing prevents theft of Radio from car. Without' :
PORTABLE
e D e 8

AS A PORTABLE

clarity with low battery drain.. Replaceable: dry-cell
battery which operates for 150-200 hours, Easy to carry -
—waighs- less than' 8 Ibs. PYC-finishéd metal. tase is
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transistors and’ three diodes give exceptional - stability
and excellent performance ‘at alt- timés:

SELL IT THREE WAYS

£3-5-0

buys Kit -containing ‘Drip
Channel type Antenna_ and
Strap Harness -which holds radio onto
front seat, Part No. M35144 Universal.

buys gither Falfored Panal

X Housing Package for. Hol-.
den-or Universal ‘Housing for all.other
12volt models. Part.-Mo; 7425416 cur-
rent model Holden, Part No. 7440315
Universal,

All prices include Sales Tax

Far
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Holden brand remains a
fundamental part of GM
and is here to stay: Reuss

By RON HAMMERTON
GENERAL Motors executive vice-
president of global product development
Mark Reuss has pledged GM's full
support for Holden, saying there is no
chance that the company will officad
the Australian franchise as it did Opel
and Vauxhall

“This is part of who we are and always
has been.” he said. “We are either in the
game or not, and we see Holden as a
fundamental part of the company. We
take that very seriously.”

American-born Mr Reuss — a former
Holden managing director between
2008 and 2009 and son of & former GM
president — is best known for his role
in keeping Holden alive when its parent
company collapsed financially in the
global financial erisis.

Then based in Melbourne, Mr Reuss
famously went to Canberra to convince
the federal government to guarantee a
line of credit for Holden to keep it going
when dark days loomed.

In Australia this week to announce far
brighter news — a major expansion of
Holden engineering with 150 new jobs
— Mr Reuss said Australia was a tough
place to sell cars but that Holden had the
product and team under new managing
director Dave Buttner to rise again.

Mr Reuss said Mr Buttner — former
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president of Toyota Australia — had a
wenderful opportunity to take Holden
forward.

He said Australia was a difficult
market m which to do antomotive
business due to the competition, but
that GM would support that prowth.

Mr Reuss said the change from
manufacturer to  imperter  was
invigorating for Holden, with more new
products to come.

“Holden is different to what we were,
and that 1s pretty exciting,” he said.

He said Holden had been in a
difficult position in the GFC, and was
experiencing a down time now after the
end of local manufacturing.

“We got through it then (in the GFC),
and we will get through it now.” he
said. “We have to support Holden in a
big way.”

Mr Reuss said GM had given no
thought to changing Holden's name to
another from the GM stable (such as
Chevrolet or Buick), because the name
was entrenched m Australia.

GoAutoNews

Mark Reuss in Melbourne this week

Mr Reuss said he had known of Mr
Buttner when he was based in Australia,
and fully supported the appointment.

Asked how Holden would handle
the ultimate loss of Opel-developed
and -built products from its range
— including the new German-built
Commodore and Astra small car — Mr
Reuss said he could not disclese GM’s
agreements with Opel and its new
owners, PSA Group.

However, he said the platforms under
those cars were GM global architectures,
and were built in a number of other GM
locations around the world.

Mr Reuss said the Australian
engineering umit operating within
GM’s Advanced Vehicle Development
division meant Australia and Holden
would be at the leading edge of
automotive development.

He said his experience with the
people of Australia and Holden had
been extraordinary.

“It is preat to be back for a visit —
really great to be back,” he said,

SUBSCRIBE FREE: www.GoAutoMedia.net
Aug 22, 2018
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By RON HAMMERTON
HOLDEN will pile on the safety and
convenience features in its new Acadia
SUV in an effort to woo family vehicle
buyers when the allmew seven-seat
large SUV lands in showrooms in about
October.

Benchmarked against the Toyota
Kluger and Mazda CX-2 i local
engimeering  and marketing  testing,

the Acadia will get an autonomous
emergency braking system that can
detect pedestrians and cyclists as well
ag vehicles, lane-keep assist, rear cross-
traffic alert, rear parking assist, automatic
high-beam headlights and traffic-sign
recognition, among other things.

It will also get keyless access and
push-button start, Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto, sat-nav, three-zone
climate control, USB perts in all three
Tows and a rearview camera.

The company is mindful that it
needs the Acadia to breeze through the
recently stiffened Australasian New Car
Assessment Program (ANCAP) tests to
earn a maximum five-star rating if it is to
get off on the right footing against well-
credentialed, well-established rivals.

The Acadia will become the fourth
SUV in the Holden line-up, joining the
baby Trax, medium-sized Equinox and

@M SUBSCAIBE FREE: www,BoAutoMedia.net -
Sep 5,2018 Page 20

Colorado-based Trailblazer in its new-
look high-riding SUV wagon range.

Unlike the other SUVs in the
Holden line-up that are drawn from
the Chevrolet brand, the Acadia is
a rebadped GMC model made in
Tennessee alongside related GM
vehicles such as the Cadillac XTS
and Chevrolet Blazer. All sit on GM’s
monocoque C1XX crossover platform,

Holden SUV  marketing general
manager Mathew Rattray-Wood said
the level of technology on the Acadia
was compelling.

“Whether we are talking safety,
convenience or infotainment. Acadia has
the most complete technology package
Holden has ever offered,” he said.

Holden needs the Acadia to worlk its
magic in the showroom, partly because it
has to reverse a serious 25 per cent sales
slump in the past year, but also because
Australia and New Zealand are the only
right-hand-drive markets for the big
wagon, thus requiring significant sales
return to justify the engineering expense

At 4917mm long and 1915mm
wide, the Acadia is slightly longer
and slightly narrower than the
Kluger (4864/1925mm) but shorter
and narrower than the CX-9
(5075/1969mm),

New SUV to offer most tech of any Holden across range as we take a brief drive

Like these rivals, the petrol-only
Acadia will come in two-wheel-drive
and all-wheel-drive configurations. In
Acadia’s case, Holden has skipped the
2.5-litre  four-cylinder petrol engine
available in North America and gone
straight for GM’s familiar 3.6-litre V6
hooked up to a nine-gpeed automatic
transmission.

We will have to wait for another
instalment of the Acadia mformation
trickle to confirm the engine’s power
and torque, but, as we have previously
reported, the GMC version sticks out
a healthy 231kW and 367Nm, shading
Toyota's 218kW/350Nm 3.5-litre V6.

The Acadia also has more power than
the Mazda CX-9’s smaller 2.5-litre
turbo four-cylinder (170Nm) but not
as much torque as the Japanese vehicle
(420Nm).

So far, Holden has kept pricing,
model Ime-up details, performance and
fuel economy figures to itself. but as
part of the trickle feed of information to
try to build brand awareness for the new
vehicle, the company invited motoring
Jjournalists to sample the Acadia in a
teaser drive program at the Lang Lang
proving ground in Victoria,

|I FULL STORY: CLICK HERE




Holdens have been exported to worldwide
markets since 1954.

»'ANNtVERSA RY

GLDEN May 1998
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Me behave? Seriously? As a child I saw
Tarzan almost naked, Cinderelia arrived
home after midnight, Pinocchio told lies,
Aladdin was a thief, Batman drove over
200 miles on hour, Snow White lived in
a house with 7 men, Popeye smoked a
N 2 pipe and had tattoos, Pac Man ran
EXECUTION = arcund to digital music while eating pills
IN PROGRESSi e that enhanced his performance, and
Shaggy and Scooby were mystery
solving hippies that always had the
munchies. The fault is not mine!
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This girl said she recognised me from the vegetarian club, but
I'd never met herbivore.,
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: Presents a 8th event... | |
1160 MILITARY VEHICLE & ¥
RG] CLASSICVEHICLE SHow

in aid of SSAFA

Sunday 14th October 2018
i - Manor Park « Glossop = Derbyshire « SK13 7HS
MILITARY VEHICLES ARE FREE TO SHOW |
Indivdual entries £5 - You must be an site by 10.30am
] Judging classes & Best in Show Awards ;
AUTO)UMBLE/TRADE - Book your siall now ~ £20 per pitch. Payment on eniry
'ﬁ = Email: prideandjoy | @btinternst.com

bookings taken online only at www.gvec.club -
It s impertant to boak online for this Popular event.

Classic Car, Motorcycle,
Open air autojumble with on-site licenced bar & clubhouse. Situated on the
famous Kenley Airfield in the RAFA Portculls Club grounds. Regular traders &

enthusiasts having a "clear-out” welcome. Free Parking. Traders access from
Saturday afternoon with free camping. To book your pitch ring or email.
Publjc
Admission
£2.50

Gales Open
Jam

12
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Classic car trim specialist =
offerering refrimming
service encompassing
all aspects of classic and
modern re-upholstery.
Complete retrims
Hood repairs
Headlinings
Seat repairs
Carpets efc.

All work is carried out 1o
the highest quality and
at very competitive rates

oach & Trim™ ﬁ

s>

10%
DISCOUNT
TO CLUB

PLEASE CALL: T &Y '

‘ oy \q .
0207 622 4734 or \ Ll l
0207 720 8600

EMAIL:jdjosephs@hotmail.com
92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD |
-JLONDON SW8 3RY \ A
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HOLDEN (%

LET'S GO THERE

Holden Ltd:

PO Box 1714, RARE FOR ALL
Melbourne, Victoria, 3001 _ YOUR
Hours of Operation: HOLDEN
Monday - Friday 8am - 7pm (AEDT) NEEDS
Saturday 9am - 1pm (AEDT)
Contact Details: _P.0.Box 10
Phone (from UK): 00 61 3 1800 033 349 Mail Dsfjmoﬁentre
Email: holdencustomercare@gm.com Victoria 3062

Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
NEED HELP REGISTERING YOUR VEHICLE ‘ Fax From UK :00 613 9305 3520

I || E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

| | Shop On Line At
| | www.rarespares.net.au
Peter Anderson Visa accepted
{ PHONE: 020 8591 5489
& MOBILE: 07860 874084 ‘
BJEMAIL: andersontrading@aol.com
|
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS HEN 7
v
: g Eddie LFord R R
Editor & Publisher | Holden Special Vehicles

125 Rayhur Street
Clayton South, Victoria,
Australia, 3168

Phane: (03) 9265 9500 ‘
Email: customer.care@hsv.com.au |

RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE
29 Lyons Street Newstead Victoia 3462
Ph: (03) 5476 2212 Fax: (03) 5476 2592
Email: restoredcars@iinet.net.au

15




The EH Holden (1963-1965) was the fastest selling Australian car ever.

July 1998



