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Hi all, § m
Well lock-down seems to be — HOLDEN

easing a bit but not
everywhere yet, The pubs
here are opening, with
distancing though.

There are no car shows
going ahead at the moment,
maybe later in the year if
things continue to improve.

As you can see this is a
digital only edition once
again as | am unable to get
any bulk printing done.

The only Holden news at the
moment concerns the
ongoing dispute between
Holden dealers and GM over
the level of compensation.
Also the old Holden Lang
Lang proving ground/test
track near Melbourne has
recently been put up for
sale.

Australia’s Own Utility
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Thank you to all those of you
who have already renewed
your membership and a
reminder to those of you who
haven't done so as yet.

Regards

A

Ken
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Ford knew Holden
was going
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Holden dealers ‘angry’ that Ford knew about Holden
going before Holden staff and dealers were told

COMMENT by JOHN MELLOR
AS IF it could not get any worse, in
all the twists and turns of the Holden
departure saga we now learn that a
Ford Australia employee returning
from Detroit to Australia was
listening from an airline seat behind
Holden boss Kristian Aquilina as Mr
Aquilina discussed the strategy for
closing down Holden in Australia.

Mr Aquilina had reportedly been
in Detroit in the days before the
January flight where a number of
scenarios were presented to GM
management regarding the future of
Holden ranging from keeping going
to closing it down.

In the end, Detroit decided that
its abandoning of right-hand-drive
production meant Holden could not
go on and Mr Aquilina, returning to
Australia with the bad news, had set

to work on the strategy to put the
decision in the best possible light.
But Holden dealers have issued
a statement “blasting” Mr Aquilina
for “openly drafting emails and

discussing strategies for dealing

with
federal
Australian

the announcement to the
government and to the
Competition and

Consumer Commission (ACCC) in |

the business class cabin of the flight
from Detroit to Los Angeles”.

According to a media report in
CarAdvice, which was based on
a Facebook post, sitting behind
Mr Aquilina and other Holden
executives was a Ford man who
was able to read on a laptop, over
Mr Aquilina’s shoulder, emails and
documents regarding the closure
and hear the discussion surrounding
their composition.

In a statement from the Australian
Holden Dealer Council headed
Dealers blast Aquilina over closure
plans: business class ‘knew before
we did’, the AHDC says “General
Motors (GM) has shown a complete
lack of respect to the Australian
Government, its Holden dealers, the
ACCC, and its own employees.

“We have always had our
suspicions that GM had been
planning to ‘retire’ the Holden brand
for longer than they let on and now

- media reports have confirmed GM |

was considering retiring the brand
in late 2019, well ahead of its public
announcement on 17 February 2020.

“How passengers on a flight
between Detroit and LA in January |

' knew about GM’s plans before

the Holden dealer network was
particularly  galling. That the
managing director of Holden,
Kristian Aquilina, was working
on these plans in full public view
seemingly shows the little regard he
and GM have for its dealers and the
regulations governing its franchise
agreements.

“The  Franchise Code of
Conduct is clear that a franchisor
has an obligation to act in good
faith towards franchisees and a
court can have regard to whether
a party has acted honestly in
determining whether that duty has
been contravened.”
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Holden dealers ‘angry’ that Ford knew about Holden
going before Holden staff and dealers were told

COMMENT by JOHN MELLOR
AS IF it could not get any worse, in
all the twists and turns of the Holden
departure saga we now learn that a
Ford Australia employee returning
from Detroit to Australia was
listening from an airline seat behind
Holden boss Kristian Aquilina as Mr
Aquilina discussed the strategy for
closing down Holden in Australia.

Mr Aquilina had reportedly been
in Detroit in the days before the
January flight where a number of
scenarios were presented to GM
management regarding the future of
Holden ranging from keeping going
to closing it down.

In the end, Detroit decided that
its abandoning of right-hand-drive
production meant Holden could not
go on and Mr Aquilina, returning to
Australia with the bad news, had set

to work on the strategy to put the
decision in the best possible light.

But Holden dealers have issued
a statement “blasting” Mr Aquilina
for “openly drafting emails and
discussing strategies for dealing
with the announcement to the
federal government and to the
Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) in
the business class cabin of the flight
from Detroit to Los Angeles”.

According to a media report in
CarAdvice, which was based on
a Facebook post, sitting behind
Mr Aquilina and other Holden
executives was a Ford man who
was able to read on a laptop, over
Mr Aquilina’s shoulder, emails and
documents regarding the closure
and hear the discussion surrounding
their composition.
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In a statement from the Australian
Holden Dealer Council headed
Dealers blast Agquilina over closure
plans: business class ‘knew before
we did’, the AHDC says “General
Motors (GM) has shown a complete
lack of respect to the Australian
Government, its Holden dealers, the
ACCC, and its own employees.

“We have always had our
suspicions that GM had been
planning to ‘retire’ the Holden brand
for longer than they let on and now
media reports have confirmed GM
was considering retiring the brand
in late 2019, well ahead of its public
announcement on 17 February 2020.

“How passengers on a flight
between Detroit and LA in January
knew about GM’s plans before
the Holden dealer network was
particularly galling. That the
managing director of Holden,
Kristian Aquilina, was working
on these plans in full public view
seemingly shows the little regard he
and GM have for its dealers and the
regulations governing its franchise
agreements.

“The Franchise Code of
Conduct is clear that a franchisor
has an obligation to act in good
faith towards franchisees and a
court can have regard to whether
a party has acted honestly in
determining whether that duty has
been contravened.”
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: SAE-A CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT AS HOLDEN ENGINEERS DEPART

By NEIL DOWLING
and TERRY MARTIN

THE Society of Automotive
Engineers — Australasia (SAE-A)
has called on federal and state
governments to help prolong the
- careers of GM Holden engineering
. staff made redundant and to
| capitalise on their experience
as 100 left the company’s Port
' Melbourne headquarters for the
. last time on Friday.
The former Australian car-maker
is in the midst of closing its entire
operations and retiring the historic
. lion brand, with the last remnants of
' the globally recognised engineering
and design divisions winding up
over the next few weeks.

The remaining 100 Holden
i' engineers, currently employed at
the Lang Lang proving ground in
' South Gippsland, Victoria, will
- depart during August.

A number of engineers have
found work with other car-makers
and component suppliers, including
several moving to the newly
established VinFast technical centre
in Melbourne.

However, SAE-A chairman and
CEO Adrian Feeney last week
urged government to play a major
role in preserving the engineering
expertise built up by Holden over
many years.

He also described the departing
engineers as “a valuable and
irreplaceable asset that must be
preserved and put to use”.

“These engineers are a priceless
brains trust that could launch right
into a new automotive venture
such as the electric police car
project SAE-A announced this
week,” he said.

The SAE-A has proposed a
specialist vehicle manufacturing

industry and last week revealed
images of a police car based on an
EV drivetrain and using composite
body technology.

A feasibility study is being
prepared to test the viability of a
low-volume program that could be
extended to other specialist vehicles
such as ambulances and fire tenders.

Mr Feeney said the society
was calling on federal and state
governments to support the
feasibility study to “save our
engineering brains trust while we
still have it™.

“The federal government has
shown its willingness to support
automotive initiatives with the recent
Automotive Innovation Lab access
grants administered by the minister
for industry, science and technology,
Karen Andrews,” he said.

FULL STORY: CLICK HERE
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Classic car trim specialist =
offerering retrimming

service encompassing

all aspects of classic and ~
modern re-upholstery. .

l 0%
DISCOUNT
TO CLUB

MEMBERS

Complete retrims
Hood repairs
Headlinings
Seat repairs
Carpets efc.

All work is carried out to
the highest quality and
at very competitive rates

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600

EMAIL. jJdjosephs@hotmail.com

92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD
SLONDON SW8 3RY
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LETTERS

Hello fellow ‘Holden UK Register' members,

My name is John Passmore and | am member number 190. | am Australian and
have lived in the UK, and worked [retired now] in the UK motor industry, since mid-
1960, but growing up in Melbourne during the 1840's and 50,s, and being a car
enthusiast [got my first MG TC in 1956 on my18™" birthday], | was a Holden
enthusiast from the very beginning.

You might have seen a photo in the Sept/Oct 2019 issue of ‘Holden Business' of my
uncle, who was a GMH chauffeur, driving an early 48-215 in a Melbourne street,
taken in about 1950 | think.

My father was a motor engineer, or mechanic, as he preferred to be called, for the
main Vauxhall — Bedford dealership in Melbourne, ‘SA Cheney Pty Lid', he
progressed with this well respected and successful company to become a Director
responsible for service, parts and repairs. Mr SA Cheney was a very early pioneer in
the Australian motor industry, and as you will see in the article below, had a lot to do
with a certain Mr Holden getting involved in the car business. Mr SA's two sons
followed in the business, as did his grandson, David, who was and still is a good
friend of mine. When GM pulled Vauxhall and Bedford out of the Australian market
David continued in a senior role with a Holden dealership group, ‘Patterson-Cheney,’

until he retired.

This is David's sad reflection on the final closure of Holden that he wrote for an
Australian motor industry publication :-

The Demise of Holden.

In the last few days, many people have asked me how | felt about the retirement of
Holden from the automotive scene.

My answer is simple. | feel very sad, not for myself although | spent nearly 40 years
representing General Motors and their various brands — Vauxhall, Bedford, Holden
and |suzu — both as a retailer of these products but also as a member of their
respective Dealer Advisory Councils.

But even more personally, | am sad for my late Grandfather, Sydney Albert Cheney.

To explain why, | would like to quote from the book “Big Wheels and Little Wheels”,
the autobiography of Mr.L.J. Hartnett — later Sir Lawrence Hartnett - Managing
Director of General Motors-Holden's Ltd from 1934 till 1947 — the year before the first
Holden rolled off the assembly line in Salmon Street, Fisherman's Bend.

Quotes (page 59-61):-



Whenever I'm asked who founded the Australian motor-body building industry, | have
no hesitation in nominating Bert Cheney, the grand old man who is head of
S.A.Cheney Pty. Td, the Vauxhall distributors in Melbourne.

“Cheney was a distributor of Dodge cars in Adelaide during the First World War and
one of the pioneers of the car-retailing industry in Australia

“......0n 10" August 1917, the Government announced its decision to ban the import

of completed cars, but allowed unrestricted import of car chassis.

“The big drawback was that hardly any motor-body —building facilities existed in
Australia. A few custom-built bodies were being made, but only by slow and costly
methods with hand labour.

"It threw the responsibility on to Australia to creale a new industry — an industry that
could become one of the biggest employers of labour in the country.

“That moming, (10.8.1917) Cheney went into action. He decided that if the
Govermnment would allow the bonnel, scuttle, dash, mudguards, running-board and
valences to come in as part of the chassis, the rest of the bady, beginning at the
dashboard, would be reasonably simple to make.

After one unsuccessful phone call—

“The next phone call was to the saddler, Mr.H. J. Holden. Cheney spoke to Holden's
son, Edward Holden (later Sir Edward Holden) who had recently graduated from
Melbourne University.

‘Father and son arrived at Cheney’s office promptly at 8.30 am. Cheney,
enthusiastic, spoke to them of the chance the Government decision presented to
Australia to start a completely new industry”.

As Australian importer and distributor for Dodge cars, S.A. Cheney guaranteed
Edward Holden a minimum of 5,000 Dodge chassis if Holden would agree to switch
their saddlery business over to producing car bodies.

The rest is history!

Holden Motor Builders was soon making bodies under contract for all the different
makes of chassis imported into Australia. This continued till the depression hit in
1931, and General Motors acquired the controlling shares held by Holdens and thus
General Motors-Holden's was born.

My Grandfather, who died in 1968 at age 85, would turn in his grave had he lived to
see the demise of the great Holden name.

David Cheney
February 2020.
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article
photographs of different events, activities and milestones
proved to be popular, so it seemed like a good idea to repeat
the dose.

The previous containing some  interesting

The shock announcement of Holden's closure guite simply
means there is no tomorrow for this iconic brand. 1t's hard to
process Gone Finished Done! The thousands upon thousands
of Holden loyalists in every earner of Australia will longer
ever visit another Holden Showroom, read a road test on a
new Holden or watch a current model race at Bathurst. All
we loyalists can do now is rely on the deep history of GM-
Holden's 89 year tenure te ensure the Lion brand never
completely dies.
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Phote Meo.l is a lift from Holden's March 88 Upfront
Magazine which, In the good days was sent quarterly to all
Dealers and their 5taff. The top photograph, as the story
alongside suggests, captures the moment all attendees cut
the red ribbon to declare Holden Special Vehicles officially
open for business. Despite my extensive collection of
memarabilia, one grest regret is that | did not retain a palr of
the 250 scissors we handed out or a piece of the 200 plus
slices of red ribbon that fell to the floor when our MC Evan
Green counted to 3 for all to cut.

My idea to organize a caged Rory the Lion from the Bacchus

ISSUE# 218
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Marsh lion park went over well with Tom however he was
very grumpy about the Scottish band saying he didn't like
bagpipes ... Oh well Can't win em all, | thought as | was just
starting to get to know how my new bass ‘ticked’,

But how's this for Irony!

The Official Opening of HSV was February 17", The date the
GM chief fram Detroit came to Melbourne and announced
the Holden shutdown was also February 17" .32 years
later,

| hear those impacted by the closure whenever referencing
the herror experience, use the term “17/2' like Americans
use ‘911 reference when discussing that dreadful event.

Whilst the photos from the magazine show when it all
started for H5V, the best way to describe how it all finished
exactly 20 years later for me was the Scoreboard. Phote No 2
illustrates the HSV Sales journey from a Zero start in 1988 to
when | stepped away with sales of around 4600,

Results - Retail Sales...20 years

| |

L L T
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The modest beginning of our Race Team as noted on Photo
3 ultimately saw us ‘snare’ 8 Australian Championships

and 7 Bathurst wins per Photo No 5 in those same 20 years.

But we won't talk about Clayton racing results after 20071

From the time | started at GMH, no one unless you were
involved, could ever imagine the level of competitive
intensity which often resembled a battlefield between
Holden and Ford at every level in the respective companies.
The planning and actions and money that went into trying to
beat the living daylights out of one ancther could only be
described as brutal ...and it went head to head for at least
30 years with Photo No 4 in 1979 capturing one example,

Page 16
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At the time of the Commodore launch in 1978, my
Merchandising Manager role meant | was respansible of the
Advertising, Promotions, Training and Dealer launch of the
new VB model. The Budget that Detreit had approved to
launch this all new model was a serious S6m which using an
inflation calculator would represent 525m in today’s money.
That budget was seen as essential to try and convince
Australia the big family car size days were over and space
efficient design was the new world,

Mo socener had we launched Commodore when our
Merchandising Department were charged with having to
biunt the effectiveness of Ford's new XD Falcon due for
release in a few months on March 28, 1979. Fords not so
secret code name for thelr new big car Falcon was
‘Blackwood® so in November we made a presentation to my
bosses John Loveridge (Director of Sales) and Bob Stelter
(Director of Marketing) for what was referred to as our ‘Anti
Blackwood’ strategy.

First thing my bosses wanted was a Wholesale Convention.
This is when you bring in your 200 plus Sales, Service and
Parts team from all States of Australia plus all Sales and
Marketing Head office staff for a gient rev up program. This
irvolved 2 days of hard charging motivation and sharing
plans and implementation strategies for all field staff two
action with each of the 400 Holden Dealers the moment they
returned back to their designated territories.

The timing for the event was February 27/28. One incredibly
sad event happened a month before the Convention, when |
received a call to say Bob Stelter had died suddenly. Bob had
been posted from USA only 6 months earlier to this big job to
replace legendary John Bagshaw who had been in the role
for 13 years prior. Bob had been exercising with a bike ride

Page 17
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around Melbourne's Botanical Gardens, came home and had
a heart attack.

The theme for the year was '20% Climb In 79" meaning the
new Commodore was to be the catalyst to Increase total
GMH Sales by 20% over the previous year's 149,585 sales.
Some snippets from John Loveridge's opening Fire Up
address were

| now give you the challenge

You are the people who will achieve the Company's
overall sales target for this year ...a very very
competitive year that will decide for the next
decade where Holden stands in Australia

You are the people who can and will carry on the new
image, the new idea, and the new shape of Holden
as the car for Australia.

You are the people we look to maintain Holden as the
No 1 team in Australia.. and

You are the people who having helped us ‘Dominate 78°
will make sure we achieve our goal of 20% Climb in
]

John continued saying ..Fords Slogan for this year is "Ahead
of our Time in 79 "They are whistling in the Dark .We've
been off and running since November and already have ten
lengths start over Ford *

After all the business meetings and workshops on the first
day everyone was transported to lang Lang for a product
day.

Cur Advertising Agency and | had been working secretly for
over a month to come up with a spectacular and memorable
finish to ensure everyone returned to their State offices
ready to hammer Ford and their new model.

lohn Loveridge did the final wrap up speech on the skid pad
facing the attendees all sitting in tiered grandstand seating.
Jehn Implored his 200 plus Holden Sales Team WHAT ARE
WE GOING TO DO TO FORD THIS YEAR ..... WE ARE GUNMNA
CRUSH EM ... so after three passionate repeats of this chant
by all members of the sales team they looked across the
Lang Lang skid ped and appearing from behind the trees was
a helicopter in vertical ascent with a Yellow Falcon Body (we
had sourced from a wrecker) hanging from a harness with
the Ford logo emblazoned on the doors. The Helicopter did a
full loop areund us and everyone looked with great intrigue
as It returned back to the position it first Appeared. It
hovered high above waiting for the cue WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO DO TO FORD ...and got a rowdy response ....\WE

Printed by Maroondah Printing (03) 3879 1555
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ARE GUNNA CRUSH EM!

And with that the suspended Falcon was released a good
400 meters from our vantage point and we all watched as it
plunge to ground where simultaneously, the explosive
experts we had contracted, detonated a massive explosion
and released a huge special effects dust and smoke bomb
which went 100 meters into the air ..and so we achieved our
aim of orchestrating a spectacular finish.

The photo below shows John Loveridge and Crenno standing
on the Ford wreckage after the event proud of the
Impressive Convention finale we had pulled off, but more
particularly that we had managed to keep it a complete
secret.

Little did we know that 40 Februarys later Holden would
decide to pack up and leave and in a light hearted way the
retouch of Photo Mo 5 shows “the boot on the other foot’
and depicts the same now two old Holden veterans no
lenger smiling given the events of 17/2,

John Crennan

PS .In 1979 we ended up selling 158,545 vehicles which was
only a 6% climb not 20%, but we chalked up a market share
of 27.65%, the best perfarmance since 1973,

ISSLE # 218
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BAUER MOTORING NETWORK

Long Way From Home: 1955 And 1956 Holden FJs For
Sale In America

Possibly the only two FJs in the United States, for sale in Washinglon state
+more

1 Holden FJ Standard Sedan - Today's Tempter

% Reportedly a barn find with 58,000 miles: new brakes, booster, clutch and
battery +more




Every
TORANA owner
will want one!

New,
richly chromed |

Hood
Ornament

This new accessory gives a touch of dis-
tinction and individuality every motorist
will admire. Designed specifically for
Holden Toranas, it is tastefully and bril-
liantly finished in gleaming chrome.
Torana owners will love it.

Part No. 7437575. List Price $5.50
plus tax

Mow available from NASCO Distributors.

for safety’s
sake

HEAD LAMP
PROTECTORS

Mow available for HK Holdens in addition to HD,
HR and HB Torana models.

Flying stones and gravel can seriously damage
headlamps — even cause dangerous Elackuut&.
Point this out to owners of these vehicles, Tell
them, too, how they can ensure their car and
their safety by fitting specially designed Head-
lamp Protectors from NASCO. Made of tough
steel mesh, finished in gleaming chrome and
hinged for easy cles_minf, simple to install, quick
to sell and a genuine long-term investment.

If stocks are low, contact your NASCO Distributor.

Part No. Model List Price

7433349 HD, HR Holden $ 9.50
7439755 HK (Exc. Premier) B.00 Plus

7435906 HK Premier 1575 [ Tax
7437050 Torana 1.50
E—
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Holden

GM Holden Ltd
191 Salmon St R ARE FOR ALL
Port Melbourne YOUR
VIC 3207,
Australia Y. HOLDEN
i NEEDS
Phone: +61 3 9647 1111 :
P.O.Box 10
Mail Delivery Centre
Somarton
Victoria 3062

Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000

NEED HELP REGISTERING YOUR VEHICLE Fax From UK : 00 613 9305 3520
A e T E-malil rarespares@rarespares.net.au

Shop On Line At
www.rarespares.net.au
Peter Anderson Visa accepted

{ PHOMNE: 020 8581 5488
{4 MOBILE: 07860 874084 i
EIEMAIL: andersontrading@aol.com L

EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS

Eddie L Ford Head Office
Editor & Publisher Walkinshaw Park,
71 Whiteside Road,
Clayton South,
Victoria,

Australia, 3169

RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE 61 3 9265 9500
28 Lyons Street Newstead Victoia 3462
Ph: (03) 5476 2212 Fax: (03) 5476 2592
Email: restoredcars@iinet.net.au
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