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Hi all,

| checked a copy of the
HB magazine which | edited
this time last year, and | was
saying that things were going
back to normal. Not a
particularly good prophecy, |
am tempted to repeat the
same words this year, but
this may be tempting fate.

It has been announced that
the old Holden Lang Lang
test track is being closed this
month by the Viethamese
car maker VinFast, who only
purchased it last year. This
means that the remaining
former Holden employees
who are still working there,
face an uncertain future, as
is the fate of this facility
pending a possible new
buyer..

"EpITORS
NOTES. [
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| hope some of you have
been able to get out to one
of the few car shows have
been run in the last few
months.
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oach & Trim™ "2 74

, : % 10%
Classic car trim specialist = WSS DISCOUNT

offerering refrimming V4 | J‘E’N%.‘;’RBS
service encompassing
all aspects of classic and

modern re-upholstery.

ueenstown g% "

Complete retrims
Hood repairs
Headlinings
Seat repairs

- Carpets etc.

All work is carried out to
 the highest quality and
at very competitive rates

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600

EmalL: jdjosephs@hotfmail.com
92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD |
PYLONDON SW8 3RY \ Y
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COVID-19 travel restrictions put Lang Lang

>

proving ground in VinFast’'s too-hard basket

By MATT BROGAN
VIETNAMESE car-maker VinFast
is set to depart Australia just 10
months after purchasing Holden’s
proving ground facility in Lang
Lang, Victoria.

General Motors  sold  the
877-hectare facility in September
2020 for $36.3 million but the
property could be back on the market
following reports VinFast is scaling
back its Australian engineering
operations, having already closed
its Port Melbourne facility in May.

It is unclear why VinFast made the
decision to abandon its Australian
base, but Australia’s COVID-19
related travel restrictions are likely
to have played a part in the decision.

In an emailed statement, a
VinFast spokesperson told GoAuto
that “due to unexpected situations
brought about by COVID-19, we
have to relocate our operation
back to Vietnam to ensure product
development progress”.

Vietnamese  engineers  have
been unable to travel freely to and

from Australia since pandemic

restrictions were intréduced, a
factor that’s expected to make it
equally difficult to find a new buyer
for the iconic test site.

However, the company says it is
not completely turning its back on
the Australian market.

“In the long-term future, VinFast
still considers Australia as one of its
strategic markets,” the spokesperson
told GoAuto. N

With VinFast clearly focused
on its domestic operations, the
Lang Lang proving ground will'be
maintained by a skeleton staff until’
such time as a new buyer is found. _

VinFast is owned by Vietnam’s
richest man and first billionaire,
Pham Nhat Vuong. The company

- was formed in 2017 and had hoped

fo tap into the engineering expertise

- of former Ford, Holden, and Toyota

staff by forming an operation base
in Melbourne.

In recent days, VinFast has also
announced a deal with Volkswagen
battery  manufacturer  Gotion
High-Tech that will supply LFP



(lithium iron phosphate) cells for its
upcoming electric vehicle range.

A corresponding letter of intent
indicates the company could
establish its own Gigafactory-style
facility in Vietnam, significantly
lowering the production costs of its
electric vehicles.

“The collaboration with such a
prestigious battery manufacturer...
is among VinFast’s essential
action plans for developing its
smart electric cars and complete
supply chains,” said Vingroup Vice
Chairman, Thai Thanh Hai.

“Our ultimate objective it to
establish a clean energy ecosystem,
contributing to cutting carbon
emissions in Vietnam as well as in
VinFast’s global markets.”

The former Holden proving
grounds were established in 1957
and used to test every locally
developed Holden since the
FC-series in 1958. It is situated

approximately halfway between
Melbourne and Phillip Island.

The facility includes 44km of
sealed and unsealed test roads, four-
wheel drive facilities, a 4.7km high-
speed bowl, and several purpose-
built engineering and research
buildings.

VinFast gave the first details of its
upcoming vehicle range in January
2021. The C, D, and E-segment
vehicles are expected to be badged
as the VF e34, VF e35, and VF e36
— an ironic designation referencing
the last Commodore series tested
at Holden’s Lang Lang facility (VF
and VF II).
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MG, Haval take over
HoldeMHonda stores

Open points a gift to Chinese brands in Australia
as dealers move to fill empty showrooms

ey

Auto News Premium
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THE PARTS ﬂRDFEBSIGNALS

50th anniversary of Burson links to opening
of MOVE at Shepparton

By NEIL DOWLING
BURSON Auto Parts has partnered
with  not-for-profit  organisation
MOVE to support a cultural heritage
centre for motoring enthusiasts in
the Victorian city of Shepparton.

MOVE is the Museum of Vehicle
Evolution and is community based,
established with funding from
the federal government, Victorian
government, the City of Greater
Shepparton and the transport
industry.

The museum will open this
month, coinciding with Burson’s
50th anniversary.

MOVE will showcase the history
of transport from bicycles to
motorcycles, cars and trucks, and
feature a series of iconic vehicles that
helped to build modern Australia.

Burson Auto Parts marks

EDITION 1082 — AUG 4, 2021

its anniversary at MOVE with
presentation sponsorship of the
southern wall of the car museum,
including signage, a display area
and video wall brand coverage.

Burson will also use MOVE for
regional Victorian customer and
staff training events, providing all
guests with access to a unique and
interesting motoring venue.

Burson’s general manager of
marketing, Anthony Hughes, said
the partnership “enables us to
showcase our long Australian history
in supplying the parts that keep our
nation’s cars on the road while also
being intrinsically involved with
the many special events that will be
held there each year including their
annual car show”.

GoAuto News Premium

& SUBSCRIBE FREE:



HOLDEN UTILITY

offers you big savings

— and it's now betler than ever!

In operating costs and time, you
save with Holden Ultility.

“You cut costs because Holden gives
you genuine 30 m.p.g. economy and
dependable service as reported by
owners.

You save time and money because
of Holden's speedy O.H.V. 6-cylinder
power and acceleration, easy handling
—and because of the ready avail-
ability of genuine Holden parts and

expert attention from GMH trained |

mechanics.
® There are two Air Chief Car
Radios specially designed for Holden.

@ Convenient Hire purchase terms are
available  through = G.M.A.C. —
General Motors” own finance company.

“offers

In addition to these savings, Holden
you passenger car comfort,
modern good looks and roomy pay’
load area. ¢

With 13 improvements and refine-
ments incorporated since its introduc-
tion, Holden Utility — bought by
more Australians than any other
utility—is now a better buy than ever._

Ask your Holden Utility Dealer
for details of the improvements and
for information about delivery.

HOLDEN

Australia’s Own Utility

* Registered trade mark

GENERAL MOTORS-HOLDEN’S LIMITED

BRISBANE = SYDNEY ¢ MELBOURNE ¢ ADELAIDE s PERTH

Sold and Serviced by Holden Dealers throughout Australia T61C

The Reader's Digest, October 1953

.



CANADIAN HELL DRIVERS
show
HOLDENS IN ACTION

At 60 m.p.h. a completely standard EK Holden hurtles from a
30 ft. high cannon—leaps 80 ft. over another Holden—then lands- on
an inclined ramp, This is but one of 28 action-packed sequences
presented for the first time in Australia. .

Hell Drivers’ owner-manager, Paul Boivin, a French-Canadian, said
that Holdens were selected for the job after testing various Aus-
tralian manufacturers’ produets.

Holden was the only Australian-built car capable of surviving the
rugged punishment dished out by his team of expert drivers. Other
vehicles could only be used after extensive modifications to their
suspensions. - The five Holdens used are stock standard models.

Star of the show, Bobo Canup, holds the world record of 82 ft. for

DRIVERS

INVITE

CANADIAN HELL

GMH EMPLOYEES |
to see their
World-Famous Show
at l
Exclusive Concession Rates l

5/

2 hours of automotive fury
 USING NEW e This voucher is valid for a
DOUBLE TICKET at

'EK' HOLDENS HALF PRICE

PRESENT THIS TICKET AT BOX OFFICE

a broad jump. He is the man behind the wheel during the uniqu
“cannon” stunt, =

Another thrill-packed sequence, “Chariot Riding,” consists of stun
men doing a “Ben Hur” act standing on the roofs of cars as the
hurtle along on two wheels.

The Hell Drivers are in Australia fresh from z successful 12 year:
tour of Canada.

Precision high speed follow-the-leader driving and motor cyel
stunts are other show highlights,

The Canadian Hell Drivers are giving 112 showings in four States

CITY CAPITAL SHOWINGS
Melbourne: Jan. 29, 30, 31; Feb. 1, 2; March 7, 8, .
Adelaide: Feb. 17, 19, 20, 24.
Sydney: March 22, 23, 24, 25, 26; May 20, 21.
Brisbane: April 20, 21, 22; May 8,
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_We made this car for people who've got it made.
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COUNTRY LIKE OURS
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The enly car specinily ians - sundoving, fes-
deaigoed for peopls ke loving, eutdoor prople;
s, HOLDEN was perfeatad peccle wihe g0 places,

by OENERAL MOTORR who get plsses - pabple Jeal
fa ASALPRIIA for Aastra-  like ea.

MADE FOR ROADS LINE OURS

OIERERAL MOTORS regeed dwrt roade, an Losgh rosds
HOLDEN has boen testad and nnd rough reads, on o34 rosds

Exclusive 1o

TRANSVAAL MOTORS

in Johannesburg and Germiston
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HOLDEN GLOVE BOX LAMP.

A popular, useful accessory that
lights up automatically when the
glove box is opened and eliminates
rummaging blindly in a darkened
glove box. List price is 14/6 plus
tax.

Geronimo plastic seat covers in
translucent plastic (55/- per seat)

Has not raced since earlier this year. Still

laps Calder around 47s.
‘ of any bits. Will demonstrate per-
formance and deliver at circuit.

$15,000

1!!!‘ wasters or Mortons_ please.
ne John Sheppard

TORANA ASX
4-DOOR

Marilboro Holden
Dealer Team“T car

HDT
GROUP

Has not been

T OO-PING }

and clear heavy-duty (£9 a seat).
Both permit the original trim colour
to remain fully wvisible while giving
complete protection.

Hella screen washer is made by a
world-famous’ German lamp manu-~
facturer, has rattle-proof polythene
water tank, adjustable jets with large
hoses, highly efficient and well-
finished pump, and is very simple
to instal on any car (£4/5/-).

Wilsonia oil pressure gauge
(48/-) and ammeter (39/-), are of
a new flat construction and clamp
under edge of dash so no drilling
or defacing of dash is necessary.
‘Warning lights can remain as addi-
tional safequard at night if desired.
Suits most cars as well as all
Holdens.

Tubeless tyre repair outfits {12/-
to 35/- in passenger-car sizes).
Much simpler than repair on old-
style tyres. More expensive kits
contain sclution gum, and are worth
while.

The new Holden Tune-up Manual,
by Keith Winser, will be on sale
later this month for 9/6. It lists
just about everything to persomalise
your Holden.

PUSH-BUTTON CAR RADIO.

Air Chief 6v car radios are pre-
set to select 5 stations at the push
of a button, on similar lines to
the new Astor and AW.A. sets.
6v or 12v sells at £56/14/-.

PALACE

THAI CUISINE

3
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LHI ﬂt@d ed-lhon' stereo radi}(}). Stereo cassette
1 layer with 4 speakers.
IIHPI'ESSIVE luxury Eulf Statesman /gé:?ointments
$ 13 909" plus special SL/E teatures
s including full instrumentation,
Presentinga very cast alloy wheels and exclusive
limited edition luxury car.  Statesman SL/E metallic colors.
Statesman SL/E. For those  And Statesman’s Radial Tuned
who demand full value, Suspension. See your GMH
and full luxury. With power  Dealer this week to drive this very
windows. Power locking doors.  limited edition luxury car.
Air conditioning. AM/FM 13,909 recomumended setail plus on-road costs.

b . e

General Motors-Holden's Sales Pty. Limited D226

New Statesman SLIE o



SPECIALTY VEHICLES

191 Salmon St
Port Melbourne
VIC 3207
Australia

Phone: +61 39647 1111
Email: gmsvcare@gm.com

NEED HELP REGISTERING YOUR VEHICLE |

| P.0O.Box 10

Mail Delivery Centre
Somerton

Peter Anderson | Miisrsa0e2

Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK:00 613 9305 3520
E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

¢ PHONE: 020 8591 5489 ‘
{ MOBILE: 07860 874984 Shop On Line At

BJEMAIL: andersontrading@aol.com rares pares n et_ au
Visa accepted

EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS
Y " B

Eddie L Ford
Editor & Publisher

29 Lyons Street Newstead Victoia 3462
Ph: (03) 5476 2212 Fax: (03) 5476 2592
Email: restoredcars@iinet.net.au 15






