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EDITORS [

Hi all,

Well for once we can't
really complain about the
weather for most of the
Summer, | think there was
only the odd one or two
shows which were troubled
by wet weather this year.

As you will see on page 8 we
have been contacted by a
couple interested in finding
someone who could provide
a Holden vehicle for their
wedding. This wedding isn't
until next year, but if you
think you might be able to
help get in touch with him
and make it a Holden family
event!

HOLDEN FJ (195356}

The cover picture this month
shows Chris Whatley's fully
restored FJ which has just
been put up for sale, have a
look on our website for more
pictures and more details,
alternatively contact Chris
directly
chriswhatley@btinternet.com

Regards

Fr

Ken



GWM secures

T —
Rob Trubiani

Holden’s former Victorian test centre becomes
the handling focus for GWM vehicles

By NEIL DOWLING
FORMER Holden-owned test
centre, Lang Lang Proving Ground,
is now the Rub for tuning GWM
vehicles for the Australian market.

GWM has just taken on residency

— effectively first rights — to pe——

the centre for an initial 12
months. It includes access
to track and office and lab

calibration and ride and handling.
At the moment, these vehicles will
be Australian-spec right-hand drive,
but GWM said the future could see
Lang Lang used for tuning models
for other markets, given the open-
end residency agreement
that was expected to stretch
beyond the initial 12 months.
It said that its handling

facilities. Walkinshaw { & engineer Rob Trubiani, who
Group has a similar status, Ny is a two-decade long visitor
while other automotive o b Lang Lang following his
groups have the ability to  JohnKett  previous role as a Holden

rent the facility.

GWM confirmed to GodutoNews
Premium that Lang Lang would
increasingly play an important role
in tuning cars for the local market,
with the emphasis on steering

engineer, has already refined some
GWM models for Australia.
Current and ongoing work at
Lang Lang will include the H6
medium SUV and Cannon ute but
GWM ANZ PR manager Justin

Continued next page



Stefani said unnamed future
- vehicles would be added.

“GWM will share further insights
into how Rob’s expertise is already
showing potential to shape future
global programs, ensuring that
vehicles destined for Australia
and New Zealand are developed
with local road conditions, driving
styles, and customer expectations
in mind from the outset,” the
company said.

“With this long-term residency
and permanent access to the proving
ground, GWM can now apply
deeper scrutiny and a more rigorous
development process under genuine
Australian conditions, building
vehicles that feel truly at home on
local roads.

“While GWM’s engineering
teams — under Rob’s leadership
— have already been utilising the
facility, this residency unlocks
even greater opportunities for
collaboration, faster iteration, and

gy
/;;l?t_& News Premium

more ambitious goals.

“In the coming months, GWM
will showcase the results of Mr
Trubiani’s work across multiple
vehicle platforms. Codenamed
‘AT1’, this program will
demonstrate the ride and handling
enhancements shaped by feedback
from the local market.”

GWM COO John Kett said the
full-time access to Lang Lang is a
clear statement of intent.

“When Rob presented the idea of
establishing Lang Lang as our home
base for local development, it was
met with overwhelming support,
both locally and from our global
leadership,” Mr Kett said.

“Rob has been relentless in defining
what the true GWM feel should be
for our markets, and with the right
tools now in place, we’re confident
this investment will deliver improved
products right here on home soil.”

Mr Trubiani said Lang Lang
was an iconic proving ground and
described it as “one of the best in
the world”.
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Lytham Hall’s Autumn Classic Vehicle Show

Saturday 13" September 2025

L dniy

Join us for the second year of our Autumn Classic Vehicle Show
We are holding our vehicle entry fee at only £5 per car.

Cost covers show entry for the vehicle, driver and passengers - and includes a
voucher allowing you to purchase two discounted tickets for hall entrance.

(Discount price with voucher £5 per person - normal price £9.50!)
But spaces are limited so PLEASE apply in good time!

Lytham Hall is the finest Georgian House in Lancashire - once the ancestral
home of the colourful Clifton family - and has featured on “Antiques Road
Show™”. Itis set in 80 acres of parkland about 1 mile from the town centre of
Lytham itself. There are 2 floors, providing an insight into a fascinating past,
which you can explore at your own pace.

There are ample on-site catering facilities and our close proximity to the town
centre offers the opportunity to enjoy all that “The Opal of the West” has to
offer. For those wishing to make a weekend of it, there are numerous shops,
restaurants, cafes, and hotels nearby.

The show will be open to all eligible cars and motor bikes on a first-come first-
served basis. Trade Stands will be in attendance and Car Club Plots will be
welcome.

For more information or to ask about reserving a club plot please respond to

lythamhallcarshows@gmail.com

We look forward to welcoming you to our show!



MICHELIN

TYRES WILL

GIVE YOU TWICE THE MILEAGE"

What happens to ordinary tyres when yaqu corner
tightl?‘(? he tread lifts. You're virtually running
“on the e r

and when you brake? The tread distorts violently.
Result — uneven -wear, excessive scrubbing, heat
build-up . . . The major causes of tyre wear. Now
what's so different about Michelin X tyres? Firstly,
radial ply construction allows the tyre walls to
flex. Secondly, three layers of steel cord bracing
clamp the tread to the road —even under the
stress of severe cornering, accelerating, braking.
That steel-braced tread remains open, stable.
Result — maximum adhesion, minimum heat build-
up. This stability gives Michelin X tyres TWICE

AND HERE'S THE REASON WHY:—

dge”. What happens when you accelerate -

the life of conventional tyres. Not almost. Not pro-
bably. AT LEAST! It's been proved, time and again,
by motorists, taxi drivers, trial. drivers. And there’s
a bonus. SAFETY! That steel-braced tread gives
you a magnetic road grip. You get faster accelera-
tion, positive, 'non-swerve braking, safer cornering.
With Michelin X there's less chance of skidding
than on any other tyre. Even in the wet. So, if you
want to save big ‘money on ‘tyres, and enjoy
supreme safety into the bargain, then fit radial-
ply, STEEL-BRACED Michelin X.

st Twice the mileage of convéntional tyres. 30%
more mileage than ordinary radial-ply tyres.

For Specialised Michelin X Fitting Service see —

A. P. Sutherland Tyres Pty. Ltd.

175 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE — 694729

Drive-in Tyre and Battery Service —
51 PARK STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE — 69 2291



LETTERS

Subject Re: Wedding vehicle
From  Charlie Holden <charlster212@gmail.com>

To
Date

holdenuk <holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk>
30/08/2025 19:18

Hello,

My name is Charlie Holden.

I am getting married next year to my Australian girlfriend. Would any of your
members be open to a Holden car rental/chauffeur service for a wedding

vehicle?

Many thanks,
Charlie.

Hi Charlie,

Thanks for contacting the Club.
| can't think of any particular member who might be interested in providing a
Holden for your big day. However, what | can do is put your request into an
edition of our magazine, the next one will be going out at the end of next week.
or | can hold it over until nearer your date.
| do need a few more details though, where is the wedding taking place and the
date, or approximate date, if you haven't fixed anything yet.
Is there any particular model or type of Holden you have in mind?

Regards

Ken Garner
Chairman

Holden UK Register

Hi Ken,

Glad to meet your acquaintance and thanks for the swift reply.

We have a rough date of September 2026 in the southern West Midlands, south
Birmingham or possibly a Holden built church just off junction 7 of the M5. | am
hoping to have something more concrete confirmed soon. If you could put the feelers
out in your magazine based on that for now that would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks again and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Charlie Holden.



RARE

R R SPARES FoLT-Ts
E Restoration

Restoration ., E
Parts. ~RARE Parts ‘vBARE

Viore than just a part in your project

Like miost car enthusiasts I'm g member of 5
“ car civb. And, by also belng @ member of the

Rare Spares Lovaly Clob and shopoing &t a
RHare Spares store. or online. | earn powts for my car
ciub. My club can then redeern these points for fantastic
revvards soch as mvtations to Propect Partner rights,
axclusive promotions and access Lo sponsored gvents.
| encourage members of car clubs to join the Hare Spares Loyalty Club Lo start
earning rewards, as soon as possibifs. ,’

— John Bowe, VB Supercar Legend
& Rare Spdr‘ﬂ‘ Ambassador

Register online today at
www.rarespares.net.au

Like us on Facebook = Follow our Blog

Fesin .|_-|hj|u'- LTS TATESPAres - hlag raresnsres nok 2



HOLDEN EH UTILITY

GOODYEAR

1/18 SCALE MODEL DIECAST REPLICA BY
‘E,‘ CLASSIC

CARLECTABLES

Radial Collection
Release No. 02

Item No.18869

Available 1st Quarter 2026

» Radial Collection Release
No. 2 Goodyear

= Opening Doors, Bonnet
and Tailgate

= Detailed Engine, Interior
and Chassis

¢ |[ncludes Tonneau Cover,
Support Bar, Tyre Stack

* Numbered Edition Plate
SCHEDULED PRODUCTION OF 1000 PIECES WORLDWIDE  Mounted to the Chassis

@cLassie e

CARLECTABLES

Contact Classic Carlectables on Freecall 1800 088 564 or
visit www.classiccarlectables.com.au

Connect with us: ~ S Vo
i @
@classiccarlectables
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Sidmouth Chamber of Commerce in @
partnership with The Crash Box Club of Devon

it SIDMOUTH
CLASSIC CAR
SHOW

| Join us for a relaxing day by the sea!
- Sat 20™ Sept 2025

: from 11am

- Sidmouth Cricket Club

Fortfield Terrace, Sidmouth
EX10 8NT

Wi e
| e :

| VN
e, AR |
| (E\ :'l::;: :; onli limited O' »h.!\ . ||])NH|I
ad di parking available ' =

which has to be booked in advance, = (8 @‘/r\
See website for details, *\ @
www.sidmouthclassicearshow.co.uk o
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HRDINGL 4
AUTOJUMBLE

Organised by Horsham Historics Preservation Society

Sunday 2nd November 2025

Spare Parts Auction at every Event

Undercover in the Abergavenny Building

South of England Showground,
Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

Opens at 10am

Early Bird admission available from 7.30am

Free Parking with

Reserved Area for Classic Cars

Admission £4.00 after 10am
(Al Classes, Early Bird - £6.00)
Call 07711 177229 for more information or

e-mail: horshamhistorics@aol.com
www.horshamhistorics.co.uk
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Richard Helﬁm, L

Flooring Contractor
Mobile: 07939 112564

Liio Richie

Hellu is it me you're looking'floor"

“What do you get when you cross an

insomniac, an agnostic, and a dyslexic?”

HAVE YOUR

ASSES CLEANED | . . _
FOR FREE Someone who stays up all night

wondering if there is a Dog.”

Groucho Marx.

If they're Latin, they're
cansonants. If they're

Roman, they're farty.

Maybe they're
from the Garment
District.

-

0 Toke Atiirmon, Wrory Hands » axcomics comlasary-hards » srorandcd coe
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SPECIALTY VEHICLES

GMSV

80 Turner Street,
Port Melbourne,
Vic 3207
Australia

Phone: +61 3 9647 1111
Email: gmsvcare@gm.com RARE FOR ALL

YOUR
HOLDEN
NEED HELP REGISTERING YOUR VEHICLE NEEDS
| uk | P.O.B '
) Mail De:ive?-;(égntre
2N Vioria 3062
Ictona
Peter Anderson Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK :00 613 9305 3520
E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au
¢ PHONE: 020 8591 5489
Q MOBILE: 07860 874984 Shop On Line At

BEMAIL: andersontrading@aol.com www.rares p ares. I’let. au
Visa accepted

EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS

Eddie L Ford
Editor & Publisher

RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE
29 Lyons Street Newstead Victoia 3462
Ph: (03) 5476 2212 Fax: (03) 5476 2592 15
Email: restoredcars@iinet.net.au
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