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Hi all,

From recent TV adverts
you will have realised that
Christmas is fast
approaching, so this will be
the last edition of our
magazine for this year.

Thank you all for supporting
us during this year.

We are a fairly small Club
and appreciate any input;
letters, pictures, restoration
updates you can send us.

We can also advertise your
cars or other Holden related
items you might want to sell
or buy, This is a free service
to members and these can
be posted on our website
and/or in the next edition of
our magazine.

Although | haven't been
notified, as yet, about any
date for an Australia day
event at the Ace Café in
North London. This normally
takes place on the Sunday
closest to the actual day (26"
Jan 2026), so my best guess
would be Sunday 25" Jan.
But do check nearer the
date.

A bit early | know but Happy
Christmas to you all and all
the best for 2026

Regards

Ken 3



I'll stand corrected.

Monaro GTS

the machine folight your fire

Warning. Contains 5 litre V8! Kicks out 240 horsepower
at 4,800 rpm. Easily capable of 0 to 60 in under 10 secs.
You'll get the idea when you put your foot down.

Do it gently and you'll hear a sound something like an
approaching thunderstorm. Prod hard and suddenly you're
homing in on the far horizon. If this car doesn't
light up your soul - you've got no soul to light up.

Get one - before you're
too old to understand.

Monaro BE]

at your Holden dealer

A-Q 4802



FOR SALE 1999 HSV VT2 R8 Clubsport Auto

a8 :w '.

Imported in 2007 and converted from metric to imperial. Distance covered
kms/miles 113473 = 73811 miles. Original paint and in good general
condition, excellent interior for age. All relevant paperwork and MOTs.

£12,500. Located near Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk.

For more info contact:  Peter 07731797663. parkside1982@aol.com

FOR SALE 1955 FJ Holden Special

5. & N

Just completed full back to bare metal body restoration. Carburettor and
distributor reconditioned. New wheel cylinders and brake linings. Car drives
really well.

£ 13,000 ono. Located in Sailsbury. For more info contact: Chris:

Landline 01794 884324  Mobile 07799831778. chriswhatley@btinternet.com
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HUDDERSFIELD

VIVRETRO-

Sale of car  mptorcycis parls and
accessones, {pols. ierature, collectors
madels, badges, workshop manuals
transport memorabda ciothing, 42 elc. foe
the older and not-so-cid mie«*h_e ear and

EREE

buikling. ALL INSIDE ;REM

23 NOVY, 28 DEC Xmas do

Stalls (£20) 7am, public (£3) 9am - jeffp%@notm= | co.uk - linktr.ee/i3needham
OLD MARKET BUILDING, BROOK STREET{HEH 1RY) All inside - next to Tescos
PHOENIX FAIRS tel/fax 01773 819154 / 07795505388 / www.phoenixfairs_jimdo.com



GWM-bids for
Lang Lang

Former Holden proving ground set for new
owner as GWM starts negotiations
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By TOM BAKER
NEGOTIATIONS are underway
between China’s Great Wall Motors
(GWM) and Vietnam’s Vinfast, with
a senior GWM executive confirming
that the conglomerate is seeking to
purchase the Lang Lang Proving
Ground (LLPG) in Victoria.

“We are negotiating about
the price,” GWM chief
technology officer Nicole Wu
told media including GoAuio.

“It is not expensive
compared to what we have
in China and other countries
{(but) we just need to evaluate the
business (case).”

LLPG is one of the Southern
Hemisphere’s most comprehensive
vehicle testing sites and was purpose-
built by General Motors to replicate
Australian road surfaces. The facility
was central to creating Holden’s

=y
GoAuto News Premium

Nicole Wu

vehicle dynamics DNA across
six decades.

In 2020 General Motors sold LLPG
to Vietnamese car-maker VinFast in
the wake of Holden’s departure from
Australia for a price in the mid-$30
million range.

Vinfast used LLPG for
about one year before
relisting LLPG for sale in
2021 and 2024. Linfox,
which owns the Australian
Automotive Research Centre
in Anglesea, is believed to
have shown interest in a
potential purchase.

Various manufacturers, including
GWM, Mitsubishi and Mazda have
rented LLPG from Vinfast over the
years to conduct vehicle testing and
media launch activity :

The property sits about 90km
southeast of Melbourne on around

EDITION 1288 - OCT 15, 2025 [ SUBSCRIBE FREE »



nine square kilometres. It has 44km
of test roads shielded from the public
view, plus a 4.7km high speed bowl
that was resurfaced in August 2018 at
a cost of $7.2 million.

Other recent upgrades include
expenditure of approximately $15.9
million for roads and facilities, $8
million on emissions labs and a smaller
amount for office refurbishment.

“We are considering purchasing
(LLPG). Even if we don’t want to buy
it, we can (still) use it, but if we buy
it, it will be an advantage,” Ms Wu
explained.

GWM recently hired ex-Holden
ride and handling engineer Rob
Trubiani in the role of project
engineering manager, with a remit
to retune the dynamics of existing
GWM models and influence the way
future vehicles drive.

Mr Trubiani is intimately familiar
with LLPG having been responsible
for much of the dynamic character
of well-regarded late-model Holden

Commodores.

“We are lucky to have him,” said Ms
Wau. “I think he’s a legend. He helped
us to (understand) the requirements of
Australians.”

The GWM technical chief, who is
visiting Melbourne, confirmed that
the Chinese brand intends to continue
leasing the use of LLPG for vehicle
tuning under Mr Trubiani, even if the
purchase of LLPG is not achieved.

@;m News
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Holden Premier Sedan

and Station Sedan

Looks, comjort,
roominess, prestige. /
Motoring luxury at a mcderate price.

A very sound choice for the transport of middle and top
management. Holden Premier combines the prestige,
roominess and comfort of a true luxury car, with tradi-
tional Holden economy—both in initial cost and
running costs. And it holds its value, is worth a great
deal more when you trade.

FACTS IN A FLASH

Luxury with economy. For all its lavish appointments,
Holden Premier Sedan is only $2,675, tax paid; Premier
Station Sedan, only $2,856, tax paid. Only needs oil
changes every 6,000 miles. Alternator saves battery,
charging it even when engine is idling. Exhaust muffler
built for extended life, as are anti-corrosion front fender
inner panels. Premier needs fewer repairs. Designed,
built, proven to serve you better, last longer. Service
facilities and lowest cost parts available everywhere.

Most comfort in its class. Inviting plush body-con-
toured seats, with deeply padded foam bolster edges.
(In front, your choice of bucket seats or bench seat.)
Luxurious pleated Morrokide upholstery. Deep pile
carpet. Centre armrest in rear seat. Colour-matched
interior. Rich woodgrain trim. Heater/demister. Centre
console with personal glove box for driver. Whitewall
tyres. Handsome metallic colours in Magic-Mirror
finish (retains the lustre without effort). No other car
in its class so well appointed. Holden Premier Station
Sedan has greatest load area capacity of its class. Tail-
gate, with opening 28.6 in. high x 46.4 in. wide at the
belt line, takes bulkiest foads with case.

More safety features. Sunvisors and instrument panel
are padded. Steering wheel dished. Safety glass all
round. Modified zone windshield. Shatterproof interior
rearview mirror. QOutside mirror. Lap and sash front
seat belts. Electric washers, 2-speed electric wipers,
back-up lights. Safety door locks, self-adjusting brakes,
and safety wheel rims, standard safety features. Holden
Premier has more safety features than any other car
in its class.

Performance and handling. Choose from 126 b.h.p.
‘186" engine or optional ‘1865’ engine . . . develops 145
b.h.p. Both provide smooth, high performance. Assisted
by extra-quiet, free-flowing exhaust system; rugged
seven-bearing crankshaft; hydraulic valve lifters for
quiet running, elimination of tappet adjustment. Road-
handling is excellent — independent front suspension,
stabiliser bar; wide track front and rear (54.9 in.), long
wheelbase (106 in.), 361 ft. turning circle. Medium low
profile tyres, four-wheel hydraulic self-adjusting brakes,
add to the smooth, sure stopping power.

Options. Powerglide automatic transmission — the
world’s finest, proven by millions. Power steering.
Power disc brakes. Limited slip differential. Power-
operated rear window (Station Sedan). ‘1865’ engine
with special instrument cluster. Vinyl roof covering
(Black or White). Anti-glare tinted windshield. Lamin-
ated windshield.

Yes, lolden Premier combines the luxurious with
the practical.

10




filled with gravy
adds a hilarious
new dimension
to a rather
tiresome

practical joke

ks AFTER 50000 CALLONS OF WHISKY
Rt P LEAKED JNTO THE SEA, NO TERN
Y o g WAS LEFT UNSTONED

A special path for those that prefer not o cycle
too far. At Seaford in Sussex.

-
|

Lucky for us,
" the cartoonist is
a lousy speller.
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SCAN THE QR CODETO
CHECK OUT 18BAR

ltem No0.18848 % CLASSIC
Available 2nd Quarter 2025 CARLECTABLES

1/18 Scale Model Diecast Replica e e o
Scheduled Production 0f 500 Pieces Worldwide co '

The detalled 350cui engine and Early HQ GTS models featured the Inside the boot includes spare
surrounding bay that looks just Houndstooth seat pattern, and wheel with retaining wing nut, jack
as good as the original. chrome seat hinge. and tyre lever.



Holden s :
Restoration ] Restoration

Parts. ~BARE Parts ‘~BARE

Viore than just a part in your project

Like most car enthusiasts [ a member of &
“ car oivb, And, by aiso being @ member of the
are Spares Lovalty Club and shopping st &
Aare Spares store, or online, | earn points for rmy car
cieb, My club can then redeern these points for fantastic
rawards such as imdtations to Praect Partner nights,
exclusive promotions and access Lo sponsored events.
| encourage members of car clubs to join the Hare Spares Lovalty Club Lo start
garning rewsrds, as soon as possible. ”

— John Bowe, V8 Supercar Legend
& Rare Spares Ambassador

Register online today at
www.rarespares.net.au

Like us on Facebook I Follow our Blog

tacehoos cony S maraspal oo %% hlog raresperes net 8t
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Only one wagon gives you

alo

ad spa

ce this big...

with a price |

Lowest-priced 6-cylinder wagon. Holden costs rubstanuially less w
‘buy than any other 6-cylinder wagon.

Biggest load space. Holden has more capacity thaa the other wagons —
and it combines it with 7 ft, 24 ins. of strecch-out slesping space.

Best performance. Independent road rests have proved, time and again,
that Holden ourperforms the other ‘rixes’ by 8 wide margin.

Best averall - Recent rosd tests also show Holden to be the
most economical of the “three’. With Holden's proven durability, you
also save on repair costs.

Best resale value, A proven fict. Year after year, Holden rerums you
more at trade-in time.

See how much you'll save

—

w | this small!

AUSTRALIA'S
OWN CAR
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at your Holden dealers now!
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SPECIALTY VEHICLES

GMSV

80 Turner Street,
Port Melbourne,
Vic 3207
Australia

Phone: +61 39647 1111
Email: gmsvcare@gm.com

NEED HELP REGISTERING YOUR VEHICLE

E
)
/f‘ Peter Anderson

¢ PHONE: 020 8591 5489
$ MOBILE: 07860 874984
BJEMAIL: andersontrading@aol.com
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IE FORD PUBLICATIONS

RESTORED CARS MAGAZINE

P.0.Box 10
Mail Delivery Centre
Somerton
Victoria 3062
Australia

Phone From UK; 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK:00 613 9305 3520
E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au

Shop On Line At

www.rarespares.inet.au
Visa accepted

Eddie L Ford
Editor & Publisher

29 Lyons Street Newstead Victoia 3462
Ph: (03) 5476 2212 Fax: (03) 5476 2592
Email: restoredcars@iinet.net.au






